53 Written Answers

Contamination of drinking water sup-
plied to the passengers of Norih-
Eastern Rallway

1608, SHRI VIREN J SHAH: Will
the Ministey of RAILWAYS be pleas-
ed to gstate:

(a) whether Government’s atten-
tion has been grawn to an article ap-
peared in the recent news of the
‘Indian Journal of Medical Science’
regarding contamination of drinking
water supplied to passengers of Norlh
Eastern Railway, it so, what are
Government’s findings in this regard;
and

(b) what steps Government have
taken to prevent the contamination
of drinking water in the trains?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI SHEO NARAIN): (a) and
(b) The article that has been pub-
lished recently in the Indian Medical
Journal ig apparently based on the
work done ynder the guidance of one
Dr. Mathur in the GSVM Medical
College, sometime in 1977,

Similar reports appeared in various
newspapers in 1977 gstating that one
Dr. Mathur of GSVM Medical Col-
lege had conducteq tests on drinking
water sampley drawp from some of
the Railway Stations on the North
Eastern Railway, particularly between
Kanpur and Fategarh and had found
the water to be highly contaminated.

Efforts were made to contact Dr.
Mathur to find out details of hig in-
vestigation. The Director, Medical
and Health Services, Uttar Pradesh
was algg addressed by the Railway
Ministry to advise Dr, Mathur to fur-
nish the data collected by him to the
Railway Officers. Even after meet-
ing Dr. Mathur o detaily could be
obtained.

The Railway, on their owii, con-
ducted their owp investigations and
adopted intensive chlorination at all
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the places. At certain ocations
where cess pools had developed
around railway hand pumps, action
has been takep to remove thig source
of contamination.

Ag far as open wells are concerned,
the Administration has to work with-
a certain limitations ag no fool-proef
arrangements are available within
the available resources for making the
water from wellg and shallow tube-
wells absolutely bacteria free. This
problem is further accentuated g5
the Railway sourceg of water are also
utilised by local public who bathe
around the open wells, drop mud
stained utencils in the welly and
thereby pollute the source,

All normal precautiong are taken
by the Railway Administration to en-
sure that the drinking water supply
at the Railway Stations is potable.

Direct coaches for Bangalore in
the Tamil Nadu Express

1609 SHRI SATCHIDANANDA:
Will the Ministey of RAILWAYS be
pleaseg to state:

(a) whether it ig a fact that num-
ber of bogies in certain frain bas
been increased by attaching double
engines with them;

(b) if so, what results have been
achieved thereby so far; and

(¢) whether Government propose
to introduce direct coaches for Ban-
galore in the Tamil Nadu Express
after double heading the train?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI SHEO NARAIN): (a)
and (b) 121/122 Madras-New Delhi
Tamil Nadu Expresses are being rum,
ag an experimental measure ~ with
two engines from 29-1-79. It is too
early to assesg the full imiplications
of thig experiment.

(¢) No.



