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and we raise it 'here. So, what I want to
know is, is it true that the Government of India
feels that these two temples should break
down, because the committee that has been
appointed to look after specifically the
Konark temple is not doing its job? And
the result is, many of the important figures that
are there are either falling out or getting
spoiled. Sir, regarding the  appeal to
the UNESCO to send a team here certainly
no one would quarrel with that, if we are
not able to do it with our expertise, with our
people here. Sir, I may bring to the notice of
the *hon. Minister that this temple was
constructed at one time inside the sea. The
then Dewan of Orissa, Sibai San-tara, was
constructing it in such a fashion that an old
lady had to tell him as to how it had to be
constructed. He was throwing the stones into
the sea and he was told that, that was not the
way. That is what the lady had to say and it
was stated that we had to start the building
from the shore and, ultimately, Sir, it was built
that way. Therefore, the fear that the salinity of
this region is the cause for this not correct and
that is not the real cause.  The real cause is
this: Nobody goes there. Therefore, what I
want to know from the Minister is this:
Nobody is going there for inspection and
nobody is going there for maintenance. [ want
to know from the honourable Minister
whether he is taking the help of the local
people who are in the habit of  preparing
these idols at the moment also and these
idols are being sold in the international market
at fabulous prices. So, these people know it.
When the UNESCO team goes there, I have a
fear that they may take away some of these
idols under the pretext of examining them
and finding out what has happened to them.
This is the genuine fear because, Sir, on
many occasions, so many experts have
come and taken such pieces out of this with
the result some of these arc not there .
(Interruptions) . .

MR. CHAIRMAN: You are goingon
speaking.
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SHRI LAKSHMANA MAHAPATRO: My
question is this. Would he send a team or
would he have a team permanently there and
also see that inspections are conducted very
frequently and also see that when the
UNESCO people come there, they do not take
away these pieces or disfigure them any
further?

May I also know, Sir, after the particular
stone, about which we had raised an issue in
this House, had fallen, how many times this
Committee inspected or how many times the
experts have gone there and inspected these
pieces?

DR. PRATAP CHANDRA CHUN-DER:
Sir, the repair work is a continuing process
and regularly that is being done. Certain
officers have inspected the temple and, apart
from that, the top officers like the Director-
General also saw this. I myself have visited
the Konark Temple.

SHRI KALYAN ROY: How many times
have they inspected?

DR. PRATAP CHANDRA CHUN. DER:
Sir, I must record my protest that a
responsible Member of this House should
cast aspersions on the UNESCO that the
relics would be taken away from the Temple.
This is very wrong.

SHRI KALYAN ROY: Sir, he has not
answered the question.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Yes, Mr. Mathur.
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DR. PRATAP CHANDRA CHUN.
DER: If a situation like that occurs when
the UNESCO delegation comes, we

should consider what is to be done. We
cannot take any decision beforehand.
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