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*438. SHRI KAIARAJ MISHRA: 
SHRI JAGDISH PRASAD 

MATHUR: 
SHRI HARI SHANKAR 

BHABHRA: 

Will the Minister of INDUSTRY I ?[THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRY 
be pleased to state: I (SHRI GEORGE FERNAN1)ES) : 

(a) whether it is a fact that the 
prices of cement have been increased 
on account of an increase in wages of 
workers, and use of oil in place of 

.coal for manufacture of cement; and 

(b) whether the consumers are be- 
ing charged Rs. 21- or more per bag 
above the previous rate; and if so, 
what are the reasons therefor?] 
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(a)  and (b) The F.O.R. destination 
price of Ordinary Portland Cement 
was increased from Rs. 253.35 to 
Rs. 293.26 per tonne from 7th Decem- 
ber, 1978. The details of the increase 
are as under:- 

(;) Towards financing the cost (Rs. Per 
of additional import of ce- tonnp) 
ment . . . 8.00 

(ii) Towards the cost of imple- 
mentation of the Award 
of Arbitrators relating to 
wage increase of cement 
workers . . . 13.38 

(iii) Towards the subsidy for the 
use of furnace oil in lieu of 
coal . . . . 18.53 

The above increase will raise the 
price per bag of 50 Kg. of cement by a 
little over Rs. 2/- at the retail level 
after including local taxes and other 
charges.] 
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