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the matter would be looked into. Our 
esteemed leader, Mr. Morarji Desai, said 
something 'but I could not hear it. I am very 
much interested in listening to everything he 
says. He may not throw light but he is always 
thought-provoking.    Thank you. 

12  NOON 

REFERENCE TO POLLUTION 
CAUSED BY HOSPITALS IN DELHI 

SHRI HAREKRUSHNA MALLICK 
(Orissa): Sir, I bring to your kind notice a 
news item published in the Statesman of the 
15th May, 1978, which describes how the 
hospitals in Delhi are polluting the city. It des-
cribes how the hospital wasta mate-rail, 
including the waste material from laboratories 
of operation theatre etc. are thrown here and 
there without properly being disposed of by 
incine-rators_ This is an alarming state of 
affairs and it leads the spreading of disease in 
and around Delhi. In this connection, I may 
draw the attention of the House to a very 
serious epidemic which broke out in and 
spread from Delhi in 1956 when sewers got 
connected with water mains. Even today the 
hospital sewerage lines are linked with 
common sewerage lines and all these hospital 
waste materials are not properly disposed of 
but allowed to flow in to sewerage lines or 
spread outside which can be a potential 
danger to the life in Delhi. The garbage 
dumps of the hospital waste material include 
blood-stained cotton dressings, bandages, 
towels, blankets, used linen, etc. and they are 
plundered daily by gangs of ragpickers who 
use this material for recycling filling pillows, 
mattresses, etc. and this can cause havoc to 
the city's health. This matter should be viewed 
very seriously. Just as it is happening in Delhi, 
it may be happening in other parts of the 
country also. We should, therefore, take 
serious steps to See that all these hospital 
waste material is disposed of properly in 
incinerators and not indiscriminately thrown 
here and there. The Health Ministry may  take  
a  serious  note  of 

this problem and provide remedial measures 
to see that such a thing does not happen. Let 
us take care of Delhi as 'Dili' in Hindi 
meaning heart i.e. heart of India. 
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