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REFERENCE TO NUCLEAR DEVICE
ON NANDA DEVI

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (U. K.
LAKSHMANA GOWDA): Mr. Bhu-
pesh Gupta. Special Mention.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA (West
Bengal): 1 am grateful to the Chair-
man that at long last I have got a
chance of raising the matter by way
of Special Mention. I wanted to have
it raised through a Half-an-Hour dis-
cussion—two notices I gave—but the
Chairmapn was not pleased to admit
any of them,

Statesman— and  other
papers also—carry a news Ilan
detalineg Washington to the effect
that two US Congressmen and a scien-
tist criticsed President Carter for fail-
ing to tell the Americans as much
about the CIA spy device in the
Himalayag as Mr. Desai had explain-
ed to the Indian public. Sir, here
again we find from the same report:
“The second Congressman, Mr. And-
rew Maguire, a member of the Demo-
cratic Party from New Jersey, said
that neither the Indian nor the
American public had been given a
proper assessment of the ‘hazards’ of
radioactivity involved should a leak-
age occur in a plutonium-powered spy
mechanism which had been lost be-
fore proper placement gn Nanda Devi.
The CIA, with Indian help, attempted
to place it there to monitor Chinese
nuclear tests in Sinkiang in the mid-
1960s.” Thig is what they say. There
are other aspects also of this.

Today’s

Now, Sir, the matter came up lately
in this House, on the 12th of May. Sir,
we spoke, Mr, Morarji Desai also
spoke, on the subject. Here, Jagjit
Singh Anand, our comrade, asked a
question about it. Jagjit Anand
said it was really a CIA projct
which was brought here and with
which the Government of India col-

laborated through its Intelligence
Branch. Then Mr. Morarji Desai
said—this was in reply to Starred

Question No. 395 of 12th May: “What
hag the CIA to do with this? This
was starteq from here and the help of
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America was taken, as I have said
earlier.” This js Mr. Morarji Desai’s
statement. Again, Sir, we pressed
that point. Then Mr. Morarji Desai
again said, “It started from India.”
This is what he said. Again when
Comrade Jagjit Singh Anand pursued
this matter, Mr. Morarji Desai in-
dulged in petty politics. He said, “I
do not know why the CIA is on his
braing at all. Let the KGB also be
on his brains.”

First of all, the Prime Minister of
a country ig not expected to make
such a statement. Now does the
KGB come in here? He has his
views and I have my views on many
things. Here he got so annoyed be-
cause of our exposure of the CIA.
Being the Prime Minister of the coun-
try he should know his position,
Here is a friendly country which has
been helping you all these critical
days and on that country he made an
aspersion.

Well, Sir, I am not going into
this. Then Comrade Anang said,
“The KGB is alwayg on his brains.”
Sir, he is the Prime Minister. How
does the KGB come in? The CIA
was involved in the training of the
CBI. Now, Sir, this is what he said.

Sir, when I raised this, Mr. Morarji
Desaj could not gnswer because the
Question Hour wag over.

Today I wish to bring to your
notice that the scheme originated in
the United States of America. As I
have just read out two US Congress-
men said it. American scientists have
said it. And how did we come to
know? Not because the Government
of India told us nor because the Ame-~
rican authorities told us.

We came to know of it or the
world came to know of it through an
article published in some journal by
Howard Kohn. The article is cap-
tioned: “How CIA Planted the Spy
Device”. This article is published in
a not very well-known American
journal. Sir, I should only like to
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read out to you just one or two things
and seek clarifications from the Gov-
ernment if they can give. In that
article it is said:

“The Nanda Devi project began as
a sort of high-mindeg compromise.
China had exploded a .nuclear
bomb at Lop Nor in barren Sinkiang
province on October 16, 1964. It
was China’s first nuclear success.”

After that, the CIA made a plan and
it went to the President of the United
States, Mr. Lyndon Johnson. This is
what Mr. Kohn writes in his article:

“President Lyndon Johnsop dis-
missed both ideas as opposite ex-
tremes and instead acceded to the
CIA’s galternative proposal: a spy
mission to measure China’s nuclear
capabilities.”

Thus, we are told by an American
journalist that it is a CIA project.
Further Mr, Kohn writes:

“The CIA solicited American
climbers with provious high Hima-
layan and Alaskan experience, and
many gladly agreed to help. The
CIA’s proposition included a gua-
rantee of 1000 dollars (Rs. 9000) a
month for a job estimated to take
about a year, plus a free and exotic
trip, an exciting climp and a modest
patriotic benediction.”

Then the article goes on to say:

“In all, 14 American climbers
signed on with the CIA, though
ultimately only nine were sent to
India. They were joined by four
of India’s best mountaineers from
the 1962 Indian Everest expendi-
tion.

In addition, the CIA had the un-
official co-operation of its Indian
counterpart, the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI).”

He does not know. It
actually.

is the IB

“American undercover agents on
the CBI payroll co-opted Indian in-
telligence, setting up the arrange-
428 RS—3
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ment on an informal basis to pre-
serve the CIA’s absolute authority
over the project. The CIA demand-
ed that the CBI, which relies
heavily on the U.S. spy expertise,
keep the affair secret even from
officials of the government.”

Then again:

“The CIA did give President
Johnson a general outline of the
project, but the agency also asked
him not to notify the Indian gov-
ernment, 3 circumstance that Jater

became another reason for the U.S.
coverup.”

Now, these gre the statements in the
article of Howard Kohn which reveal
the planting of this thing. 'This is
the position. I should like to make an
observation here first of all, that the
Prime Minister misledq the House. He
made a statement in the House and
also in the other House in which he
said very clearly—the statement is
with me—] do not know why the
Prime Minister was so keen on pro-
tecting the CIA:

“Mr. Speaker, I can recall the
critica] situation. The authorities
concerned in India at the highest
level...”

1 P.M.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
U. K. LAKSHMANA GOWDA): Mr.
Bhupesh Gupta, are you quoting from
the proceedings of the other House?

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: No, this
statement was made later in this
House also. The Prime Minister made
a statement in thig House also.

“The authorities concerned in
India at the highest level mssessed
the situation in terms of certain
precautionary and effective devices
to identify the various effects and
contingencies and decided upon the
measure which I have outlined
above.”
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[Shri Bhupesh Gupta]

The contradiction is quite clear.
Morarji Desai was doing it.

Mr.

1 should like to make one or two
observations and then I will finish.

The first is the Prime Minister mis-
led us. The Americans are how
objecting that the President dig not
take them into confidence. 1 charge
Mr. Morarji Desai js shielding the
CIA in this matter. Ag far as the
previous Governments were concern-
ed, I deplore the decision. Collabora-
tion with the CIA was a shameful
decision. It may have been done by
any Government, but it is shameful
I have no hesitation jn condemning
and criticising it in the strongest
terms. At that time there was a pro-
posal even to get an air umbrella;
there was to be an agreement within
six weeks of the ceasefire on the Indo-
China border between the U.S, Presi-
dent and the British Prime Minister
at Nassan to deliver arms to India.
There was a proposal for air cover.
Military aides were rushed to influ-
ence India, There is an interesting
book written by the famous Neville
Maxwell. In that book he described
Intelligence Branch as the kingpin of
the CIA’s anti-Ching activity in India.
CIA collaboration was there. In this
House in 1950s I exposed how the
Centra] Intelligence Bureau ang the
CIA collaborated in the Himalayas in
order to create tension between us
and China and in favour of Dalai
Lama. Ag far as the previous Gov-
ernment js concerned, I condemn that
decision. But why should Mr. Morarji
Desai forget the fact that when the
second device was planted in 1967 on
another peak in the Nadadevi region
Mr. Morarji Desai was the Deputy
Prime Minister of the country?
Therefore, he must share the blame,
the responsibility. It was there for
one year and during this one year he
was the Deputy Prime Minister of the
country. Am I to take it that he did
not know anything? Am I to take it
that he was kept completely ignorant
about jt?
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SHRI PILOO MODY (Gujarat):
Yes.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: Mr.
Morarji Desai was part of the Congress
leadership and the Government when
it came here in early 60s, when the
first device was brought, Mr. Morarji
Desai knows his own complicity. Who
does not know, Mr. Biju Patnaik, at
that time Chief Minister of Orissa,
was on a specia] assignment given by
the Prime Minister to organise gueril-
las ang intelligence in the mountain
area? Mr. Biju Patnaik was also in-
volved i it. Now he is in the Gov-
ernment. Conveniently these are not
mentioned. Everybody knows it. Mr.

Biju Patnaik had an office in the
South Block, a secret office, and
he was in operation. But I do
not wish tp go into the details

of it now. All that I would like to
say is that we deplore all such actjon.
And Mr. Morarji Desai should not try
to make out as if he is not responsible.
He is angry with us because we men-
tioned CIA. Whom should we men-
tion?

SHRI PILOO MODY: KGB.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA? Why is
he now sheilding the CIA? Is it a part
of your foreign policy? Now when
the Americans are shouting at the
CIA and the American Congress is
demanding more and more facts from
the American President about the CIA, .
our Prime Minister here comes and
says, the CIA has nothing to do with
it. Is it because Mr. Morarji Desai
had something to do with it when he
was the Deputy Prime Minister? Col-
laboration with the CIA was done
surely with Mr. Morarji Desai’s
knowledge. That is why he wants to
take the CIA out of it for covering up
his past for the present policy, the
foreign policy of the Government, is
this: Don’t disturb the CIA and the

Americans; bring in the KGB and
other irrelevancies and talk about
them. Sir, the most objectionable

thing is this. I do not know how to
set. the record straight. The Prime
Minister has deliberately misled the



69 Re nuclear device

Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha by
making a statement in which he seeks
to protect the CIA. The statement is
contradicted by all the official and
non-officia] pronouncements in the
United States of America. The docu-
mentary evidence before the Congress
and in the American Press shows that
the whole project of trying to place
the device on the Himalayas was con-
ceiveq in the CIA headquarters and
was approved by the pentagon and
the White House by the U.S. Presi-
dent. Al that time and the Americans
were taking advantage of the difficul-
ties in which we were placed. They
were offering so many things, as you
know, Sir, like air umbrella, air cover,
military aid and so many things to
get India on their side. All these are
well-known facts. But Jawaharlal
Nehru did not allow some of the
things to happen.

SHRI ANANT PRASAD SHARMA
(Bihar): Yes.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: Now,
Sir, is it proper for the Prime Min-
ister of the country to get up here and
shield in a blatant manner the CIA
plot, implemented in co-operation
with the Central Intelligence here? I
should like the Government to inquire
into this since they are inquiring into
8o many matters, Hazards are there.
Everybody says that there are hazards.
And, Sir, the Americans are worried.
But our Government is not worried.
The Americang are worried about it.
But our Government is not worried at
all. The American scientists are saying
that this is a great hazard. In this con-
nection, Sir, T would like to point out
what they have said,

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI U.
K. LAKSHMANA GOWDA): Mr.
Bhupesh Gupta, you have made that
point. Now, can we adjourn for lunch?

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: Now, I
am finishing, Sir, The Americans have
pointed out similar leak-out elsewhere
when they showed concern. They
say that you should be concerned as
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to what will happen in the Himalayas
and they say that the danger is great,
that the hazard is great. This is what
the American Congressmen have
pointed out.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN
U. K. LAKSHMANA
Please conclude,

(SHRI
GOWDA):

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: Sir, I
would like to ask the Government to
divulge the name of the Intelligence
Officer who had been deputed by the
previous Government to collaborate
with the CIA, to divulge the name of
the CIA official who came here and
to divulge the names of those people
who participateq in this project and in
the implementation of thijs propject
and planted it here so that we might
know as to who they are. Sir we are
shocked by the manner in which the
Prime Minister hag behaved over this
matter.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI U.
K. LAKSHMANA GOWDA): I think
you should conclude now.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: He
should have been truthful, straight
forward and should have told what-
ever he knew. 1 do not know whether |
he wil] come here. Yesterday, he was
here and he never saig anything, 8ir,
it is a matter of privilege. The Prime
Minister has misled the House.

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI RAJ
NARAIN): How?

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: He has
misled the House by insinuating while
giving an untruth. T do not know
whether you wil] send it to the Privi-
leges Committee against the Prime
Minister. But he has committeq a
breach of privilege of this House and
this T mention on the basis of the
record that 1 have got here....

SHHI PILOO MODY: T adjourn the
House for lunch and I am going.
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SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: Sir, at
that time, Mr. Pillg Mody was wear-
ing a badge with the words “I am a
CIA agent.”. He always does such
things.

(SHR1 U.
will

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN
K. LAKSHMANA GOWDA):
you kindly resume your seat?

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: So, I say
that it seems to be the job of the Gov.
ernment tp protect the CIA. Please
stop shielding the CIA.

Finally, all I say js that this Gov-
ernment’s policy is like that. Up till
now, Sir, lest the Americang and otherg
should become angry, they have not
protested against the flogging of the
journalists in Pakistan. They have
not protested against the flogging of
the journalists in Pakistan, against
their arrest and prosecution. In Bang-
ladesh also, they are being arrested.
Mr. Advani does not utter a worq of
protest or 3 word of sympathy in fav-
our of the journalists who are being
flogged in Pakistan ang whg are being
arrested in Bangladesh. They are
being arresteq in Bangladesh. Journa-
lism is being killeq in Pakistan.

REFERENCE TO ALLEGED TAX
EVASION BY PARLE BEVERAGE
CO. LTD., BOMBAY

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHR1 U.
K. LAKSHMANA GOWDA): Mr.
Kalp Nath. Will yoy kindly conclude
in five minutes?
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Bombay
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