1 Oral Answers
RAJYA SABHA

Friday, the 12th May, 1978 /the 22nd
Vaisakha, 1900 (Saka).

The House met at eleven of the
clock, Mr. Chairmay in the Chair.

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Publication of ‘India News’
*391. SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA:+

SHRI LAKSHMANA MAHA-
PATRO:

SHRI INDRADEEP SINHA:

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is any proposal
under Government’s consideration to
resume publication of the Weekly
Journal ‘India News’ by the Indian
High Commission in London, which
was stopped some time back; and

(b) if so, what will be the estimated
annual cost of the publication?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS (SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJ-
PAYEE): (a) Yes, Sir. The ‘India
News’ weekly published by the High
Commission of India, London, had
stopped  publication some time ago,
but it has now been decided to re-
sume its publication, in June, 1978,

(b) According to preliminary esti-
mates submitted by the High Commis-
sion of India, London, the annual
cost of reviving the Weekly would
come to Rs. 4,75,380.00 approximately.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: Sir, is
it not a fact that as a result of the
inspection which was crganised by
the Centre, India House stopped the

tThe question was actually asked
on the floor of the House by Shri
Bhupesh Gupta,
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to Questions 2

publication of India News. because
it was very expensive, it served no
purpose and made no impression what-
soever ang that at that time it cost
about £ 20,000 a year? Now, Sir, what
is the gpecial reason for reviving this
publication when India House is bring-
ing out what are called Indiagram,
India Bulletin, etc. which give the
daily news so on, and when it is
known that this publication due to
rise in prices in England, is now esti-
mated to cost for distribution and
printing alone, according to what in-
formation 1 have gathered, £ 40,0007
And if the salaries and other things
are added, it is likely to go up
to £ 60,000 to £ 70,000. May I know
why the Government is permitting
incurring of this additional expendi-
ture for a publication which was found
to be useless and which is not need-
ed, particularly when such other
items of expenditure are being cut
by the India House. For instance, take
library facilities. Books are not be-
ing purchased. Hostel facility—that is
also supposed to be stopped. 1 will
cover these in my second supplement-
ary.

Therefore, will the hon. Minister
tell us why, in view of the fact that
India House spends a lot of money—
it is a white elephant as far as ex-
penditure is concerned-—suddenly the
need has been felt for bringing this
out, whether the Ministry hag gone
into this thing and has discussed the
question of stopping of the publica-
tion and other details, in order to jus-
tify the expenditure of even what he
has suggested?

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE:
After the formation of the Janata
Government, the gquestion of stream-
lining foreign publicity was taken up.
A committee under the chairmanship
of Mr. Chanchal Sarkar was appoint-
ed.

SHR1 BHUPESH GUPTA: Who?

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE:
Mr. Chanchal Sarkar,
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The Committee visiteq London and
some other places. I also inquired into
this matter when I happened to be
in London, We came to the conclusion
that we should have our own publi-
cation, our own journal, a good one,
not like that which was published
earlier. And we have decided to re-
sume the publication of the weekly
“India News”. The weekly will be
publisheq without appointing any
new staff. There are people working
in the Indian High Commission who
have experience of journalism and
they will be in charge of editing the
paper, and the paper will have a good
circulation if it 1s published in a
manner that wil] be likedq by the peo-
ple.  The other point is when we
stopped publication of this journal,
the High Commissioner was helping
many journals published in London by
private parties. I would not like to
disclose the amount that was given
to those journals. But the House
should not think that there was no
expenditure incurred on our part. We
were incurring some expenditure, But
during Emergency when some of
these papers lost their credibility
and they became useless, we decided
to stop any assistance to them, and
we have now come to the conclusion
that we should have our own journal
in London,

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: Nor-
mally this is nothing new. This pub-
lication was coming even before the
Janata Government came into power.
The Congress Government had the
Congress version. I had seen it. At
that time it was all Congress. Now it
will be all Janata. That we know. At
that time it was Shri Swaran Singh
who was the Foreign Minister. For
sometime Shri Chagla was there.
And then there was some other per-
.son, Now it will be Shri Vajpavee
and his friends. -That we know. At
that time we saw  Shrimati Indira
Gandhi’s face. Now we will see Shri
Morarji Desal’'s face, All this will
follow. But having regard to all that,
having even felt that all that boost
should be given in the old days to
the Congress Government forgetting
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even the opposition here they thought
that it was too much of an expendi-
ture. We, personally myself, and
Shri Vajpayee and pthers also felt
the same way. At that time almost Rs.
2 crores uyed to be spent by the India
House. As a resull of what we all
felt here, an inspection was ordered.
Inspectors were sent by the Ministry
of External Affairs. They stayed there
ang inquired intg the varioug heads
of expenditure, And this one item was
found to be absolutely waste. What
guarantee have we that this will not

be so? Because, the some staff re-
main, only musters have changed.
The same staff remained. Shri
Vajpayee will not be editing the
journal, The same staff remained,
the same  photographers remained.
Only the person to be photo-

graphed and the details about the
photograph will have changed. This
is taking place at a time when the
India House Library is being starved
of funds nowadays. I know about this
Library., I had studied there and
made use of this Library. I used that
Library in my student days. In the
name of economy this Library -has
been starved of funds. Is the hon’ble
Minister aware that this is being
done? Does he know where the priori-
ties should go? Is he aware that there
is a hostel on Guilford Street where
Indian students live? Now there is a
proposal to close it, and as a prelimi-
nary step they are closing it for the
so-called summer months, It is not
done that way. Now, according to my
information the students have brought
a representation to the High Commis-
sioner. The High Commissioned himself
went there in November last. He has
to look into this matter. This is what
we find. I should like to know this
thing: Why on the one hand when
you bring in the question of economy
to house students and others, should
you, on the other hand, bring out this
luxury publication? May I  know
whether the hon Minister is aware
that in the case of India House Bul-
letin which is coming out nowadays,
there are two tenders for printing
it from agents of some Delhi busi-



Ri Oral Answers

nessman—som.e agents in London of
Delhi businessman for printing the
India House Bulletin? If so, who are
these persons who have submitted
thése tenders, what are the antece-
dents and connections of the Delhi
businessman? The hon. Miniter should
let us know these things. The whole
thing seems to be quite fishy.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The question
pertains to the resumed publication of
the Weekly Journal ‘India News'. But
you are asking something else,

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: This is
in the context of economy. Myself
being a journalist, I know this. If
you bring out a journal 1 do not
mind. All T say is, when economy ig
needed, these  journals which cost
sOme money. , .

° MR, CHAIRMAN: About Rs. 4
lakhs, #y; = -w® - - - ’
SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA ...... ‘are

brought out possibly curtailing some
necessary expenditure elsewhere, Has
the Government gone into this as-
pect?

SHRI ATAL BIHAR] VAJPAYEE:
Faces have changed undoubtedly, But
the policy has also changed. And the
changed policy will be reflected in
the new journal. I am not aware of
any report . . .

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: What vo-
licy has changed?

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE:
I will tell you during the debate.

Sir, I am not aware of any report
submitted by the inspectors to the
effect that about a crore of rupees
were being spent on this. I am not
aware of it. But on this journal, as you
said, only Rs. 4 lakhs and a few thous-
ands will be spent. Our present High
Commissioner hag been a journalist as
my friend is also an editor—an edi-
for of repute though he has been writ-
ing against me-—I do not ming that...

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: Why he
says we are writing against him? You
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want publicity, Now I will take spe-
cial care not to write about you. But
I am surprised that Shri Va)payee
does not know this. He must have
known this. He was sitting there in
the opposition, We had raised ques-
tions about the expenditure on India
House and American Mission. Mr. Vaj-
payee, many things you are forget-
ting. Thig is the trouble. When
you go there you forget things...

MR. CHAIRMAN. Mr, Mahapatro,
you ask your question. Otherwise, he
will continue like this.

SHRI LAKSHMANA MAHAPATRO:
This particular Weekly Journal which
is now sought to be resumed was stop-
ped long back. In the hon. Minis-
ter’s reply he says that Rs. 4,75,380 will
be the annual expenditure, the rea-
son being that the staff already there
in the High Commission will be em-
ployed in editing it. I have only two
questions to ask so that I will be con-
vinced about the utility of thig paper
which was so long back considered
only to be fit to be thrown into the
waste-paper basket. Its worth was not
more than the cost of the paper used
in printing this particular weekly. I
want to know whether this wilt be in
addition to the dailies that are being
published. There are two Dailies, na-
mely. ‘India Gram’ and ‘India News'.
I want to know whether it will be
in addition to the India House Bulle-
ting for which already tenders are
called and whether the expenditure
on these papers has been taken into
account and whether it will not mean
duplication of work. 1 would like
to know whether the expenditure
that will be made will be  worth
incurring since such an expenditure
is going to be incurred once again. At
one time, even the Inspectors said
that it was a wasteful expenditure.
Hag he taken into account the other
benefits that the Indian people there,
whether they are students or scholars,
whether in the India Library or in
the Hostel, ag Mr. Bhupesh Gupta
hag pointed out, would derive from
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this? Has he taken into account this
factor also and has he taken care to
see that these will also be attended
to and will not be closed and those
people who are getting benefits from
these things, that is, the Library and
the Hostel, will not suffer? Or, will
only the activities of the High Com-
missioner be repeated in the daily
and in the weekly? Is jt the purpose
for which it is published? Then, Sir,
my last question is this; Is it correct
that last year an RSS man was ap-
pointed there?

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE:
Sir, I have already stateq that no
new Editor is going to be appointed.
We have decided to appoint gne per-
son as the Edition . . .

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: Who is
that? ) :

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE:
... and one other Assistant from
the existing staff of the High Com-
mission.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: Who is
that Editor?

SHR1 ATAL BIHAR1 VAJPAYEE:
I do not have the name at the mo-
ment with me. No new appointments
are being made. So, my friend
should rest assured that np RSS man
will be appointed. If a man has al-
ready been appointed in the Indian
High Commission, I cannot help it.
But there will be no duplication . . .

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: You
have got the tenders for printing the
“India Bulletin™.

SHRI ATAL BIHAR] VAJPAYEE:
Sir, after the publication of “India
News” which will resume publica-
tion in the next month, there will be
no need for the publication of the
“India Bulletin”, -

MR. CHAIRMAN: Economy will
be there.

SHRI ATAL BIHAR] VAJPAYEE:
There will be no duplication.
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SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: Tenders
you have got.

SHRI ATAL BIHAR] VAJPAYEE:
1 am not aware of any tenders having
been called.

SHRI LAKSHMANA MAHAPAT-
RO: You have got the “Daily Bulle-
tin”, you have got the “India Gram”
and you have also got the third pa-
per, the “India Bulletin”.

SHRI ATAL BIHAR] VAJPAYEE:
They are being cyclostyled. Duplica-
tion will be avoided, economy will
be effected and no facilities will be
curtailed.

MR. CHAIRMAN:
Sinha. Nogt here.

Mr. Indradeep
Yes, Mr, Jha.

wt fra sz mr : wwfy wgRy
qdt wgrRa A wary fear @ R oweer
W & 32 sfear A F1 gF¥TAA TE
FUT, FgT HIW! AT &, @I AT
arg § « Afww & goar e § fF
dew o agd § fggemdr @@ ¥
zafaq ag st 9 o 3g sl
aerat § 7, @l w1 G Holy
fazam & adf 7 afe 2 fawamr @
i agf 7

gaer @A AW gz & fw A
wERY g 7 gNA fF A<ty A {
AT F g &t arafes ar @
afg®r fass awdr § 1 Wi Sy
fadei o, o=dEr oI gwee §
ag Wi A § afgwd fare
g1 #fawfaar 8 ox ofgs 9o &
wirarE fag fewem swa 1+ gafeg
AT T BIT FT AT AT F
fraet  afawrd faserdr & 7

st wew fagrd oy o gunefy
wgeg, WA qar § fF Az § % gu
g oA [qrEAT §, ¥4 G &
[TE 9F WiCHT WiGEi ¥ gwiwa #3
RE 1 gl aF §YAT T g Wi
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gf FAaw  IF LA FAT ¥
afsr @g aw sfear s #1 qara §
Iq AW HAr K @ wwrfog s &
faart 21

SHRI SAWAISINGH SISODIA:
Sir, at present they are publishing
a fortnightly, “Indian and Foreign
Review”, in English and French
which is being circulated throughout
the ‘'whole world. I would like to
know from the honourable Minister
whether, keeping the present ar-
rangement in view, he still thinks it
desirable, usefu] and necessary to
publish another paper from London.

Secondly, Sir, he has referregq to
the Chanchal Sarkar Committee, I
would like to draw the attention of
the honourable Minister to the fact
that this Committee has been formed
to suggest a new and complete set-up
for the Publicity Wing of the Exter-
nal Affairs Ministry and it is not re-
garding the publication of the vari-
ous magazines and other things from
our Embassies and High Commissions
abroad. I would like to know how
far the mentioning of thig Committee,
the Chanchal Sarkar Committee, by
the Minister is relevant here. I would
like to know  from him  whether,
keeping in view the present arrange-
ment, he still thinks it desirable and
necessary to publish another paper
from London.

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE:
Sir, we think it pecessary to publish
another paper from London. We have
decided to publish it. The Chanchal
Sarkar Committee hag been entrusted
with the task of evaluating foreign
publicity.

SHRI SAWAISINGH SISODIA:
For suggesting a new set-up for the
Publicity Wing of the Ministry.

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE:
Not only the get-up in India, but the
set-up abroad and to suggest what
journals shoulq be continued and
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what improvement is required. They
have gone into this question also.

SHRI MANUBHAI MOTILAL
PATEL: Sir, those Indians who have
settled abroad are not satisfieq with
this weekly or these weekly bulle-
tins. They are more or less like the
Government Gazettes and they do not
give ful] information regarding our
couniry and the Indian newspapers
which go to these countries go only
once in a week in the diplomatic bags
ang they are also not available to
everybody. In view of this, may I
know from the honourable Minister
whether the Government has any
proposal to change the quality of the
bulletins into which good and suffi-
cient material would be fed in order
to give sufficient newg to the people
who reside there?

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE:
Sir, the proposeq ‘“India News” wiil
not be a news bulletin and it will not
be a Government Gazette. Our efforts
wil] be to make it interesting as well
as readable.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Yes, Mr. Yadav.
Be brief.

st WM amE: & omod
fazw war oY § ofsadow & gy §
T I FT STAFTY grfad FAT Tvgar
g1 ggetard a3 § r war gk farw
wd az fawrg 530 § 5 fom qud
Faatfeat & Feor, gAwr fefowgar,
SAE!  SIAASH BT GATIAT F FIO
gfssrerT 1 a7 FT AT 930, I
IERT  9g4  AMqF, AR A(TF,
IFET AT AFA & ! g ArF F 7z
JrAar =argar g F 957 T A
FHET ST gdrT ofY gawy fadaar sar
€t ;T fF7 g9z ¥ fagw damws &
graeg H oF  afve FA2) F7 fAnty
g WL IFF FIW FT AT AV AT,
1 ag haFwa agT F qew! H Frav
a1, qRET F  ATeA9 ¥ v IO 4g
AT & A1 J&r ?

—
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st waw fagry amwagy ;o @At
&Y, S gFF F1 a5 fwar war ag
1974 ¥ &g foqr war arv ),

SHR] RAMANAND YADAV: Dont
brush agide the question. Don’t leave
aside the question by blaming the

past Government. It is 3 bad prece-
dent. ' L

st mEw fagd ammd : 1974
¥ A T HIIF qgT AT SfeAl ¥
IZ IF 8, 3T § FAAQ TS qF
g1 g wfaenT o 339 war § A%
fagw A wisaqw wAr g wE
afeawam  fawar 7z W a=er g
fesgerm o AT § WaRr A qAg
FITAT | GF A AEe gUER gfaty
FT o&FHE G .. L '

3

Ty

oA -

Yo

" sl AT UEE 0 WT T afsw-
Far faFrd wg 3 3o 4 SE FuArn
FT @ g ar w& 7 #E FAIT Y
&ifqa

oY gea fagtdi aw@an: S g
qfserdars 97 37 1974 ¥ 578 &< fagr
TAT AT L ST G gfsawy femar
ST RET g ag 1978 W feww wr g

(Interruptions)

st URIAR AR . I HAATILA|

F1 wher way g ar 787 ?

st mE fagrdr awddy . gl

ST, fadmy H A1 FAurd A9 a9 ¥

afas Al vgar &\ I 3w f7ar
ST E | (Interruptions)

d &f1 wra & safac & Far

T g 1 AT 9uE I A e §

gT AT H @S I FLFR fF 3 0F 70

q@FT g, ag & 741 Avgar | A

fora qraer q% fame w4 & g guw

gfafa afsq 7 & 7 aHer & a¥a §
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3 fa9qa §, ag Fgar &15 wfamaitaq
G AR 0 RET eYE AP ORE Faw
SHRI NARASINGHA PRASAD:
NANDA: Sir, the hon. Minister has
stated that the publication of this
newspaper was stopped in the year
1974. 1 would like to know what was
the circulation of this paper when it
was stopped and what expenditure
wag incurred on the publication of
this paper then. e

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thig supplemen-
tary will not arise out of this.

SHRI NARASINGHA PRASAD
NANDA: Sir, they gre going to re-
sume it ang you will kKindly see that
the hon. Minister hag stategd that now
the circulation wil]l increase. He also
said that the get-up of the paper will
improve in order to make it attrac-
tive. Therefore, the question arises
out of this. What wag the circula-
tion, what was the cost when it was
stopped and what will be the circula-
tion now when they are going to in-
cur ap expenditure of Rs. 4.75 lakhs
when there are more pressing things
and need for expenditure on Indian
citizens residing in London? =

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE:
The old journal hag a wide distribu-
tion and copies could also be sold or
subseribedq to as India News was
registereq  with the General Post
Office. I do not have the exact figures
of circulation, nor do I have the
figures of cost incurred. If the hon.
Member puts a separate question. I
will be glad to give him the informa-
tion. : - i -

SHRI NARASINGHA
NANDA: What will be
tion now?

PRASAD
the circula-

MR. CHAIRMAN: The question is
regarding resumption.

SHRI NARASINGHA |, PRASAD
NANDA: He must tell us what will
be the estimateg circulation.
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PRIB WP N E‘
MR. CHAIRMAN: He will ﬁnd out l ;»TTW‘TG ﬁ' faq 9FHTY ﬁ mq'ﬁ' fa'ya'gi
and let you know. Cmisnnes el Araqr @ ¥ wawr Iewf #1 @d
Wy Ha %ﬂi‘r - gamfy Y 3¢ Fa1 wg favgadigar #7 @vd @0
Cwrk e R B wvo W o R F W ot 7 oww o 3fe i R

g €z SAr wgar-g i few avg w1
favgadlaar 37 sEar ¥ =12 2 faasy
TE F JTH TAR! AIF AT AT FT
faar ?

g quAr  Argar gt S| way
IATH 77 T4 & 71 739 § 5 AW
N & fymgadmar F¥ oawg
L S

SHRI K. K. MADHAVAN: Sir,
may I know whether it is a supple-

=t wea fagrd aﬁﬁa‘t arafa
wgIEg, ara a1 #@eaq F7 g1 @I g ;T

mo

v TLal e

mentary question or a speech? gATEr AIMHTE T fear it & % -
(Interruptions) .
MR. CHAIRMAN: Let me see whe- \
ther it will be a speech or a supple- st Haw FaW o w4 favFa-
mentary. Wait for a minute, Mr. at S 1 FEY
Madhavan. T A w 8rE
(Interruptions)
M A@R #a% : F A S st wew fagdt amAd o A,
HYT A T T AT G HL TG 0 E/L i 7z fAqe T @ 9 % 35 04T
ZHAA F1 WL § wew T sidy A AfFw

g1 =fs awreg wdfl wgeg § owIv
- ?zrr"(sfasr“r F yua i 32 aFTE
IATH gg F1 § fF A=A A1 oA A
: Az fawdt o1 .

ararfes afasr ¥, S 737 02 =77 @ PRAEL |

3 Interruptions
off, waAr  froamdmar & oo, ( ptions)
sy drem &Lt agn & Srgd

a7 f mrg oEr &fEy L.

3HET agr & ITAIAT A IAFT HAIT
gar g A faarar) HaA wERE &

. - (Interruptions
siaar Figar g f5 faegadmar @ 1 )

Fr owf g A5T 3EET T ud g ot e fagry awady . awat
Far 2 fr fad g7 & AdmA T wgten, fog ez 4y sidr €1 3 ey
A U & weRT waAr faegadigar @ e F AW FW F fag wegr 9
#r & 3T FFT ¥ I8F wAr faeaa- zafa 9% qrai A Aer fro
Argay fagmi & o1 @v 4 & Are o A1 C LGB S S “I‘T
gory faxwiior e @ ? zaf qq faswa &, 9 waw  fAsd,
& gz =7 ¥ sTAAT Avgar § 5 fwm FEFIT 9T fAdT T @ | FIHT A
AT G TG AT ¥ SAHH HFITT gan a fag A famwr agar &
Z1U faaaAaET @9 97 IHET HALA ag 73 "z Afy e g

qr a7 fzar, qr 4T qrageE &1 #392. [The questionnair (Shri Ibra-

him Kalaniya)was absent. For ans-
g TET F WFT sfr AT F47 ifw wer, vide col. cc.co infra.}
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