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time the House meets next, we will come with 
a dec ision". After all these are very ancieiit 
systems and these practitioners are carrying 
on our cultural heritage. And they constitute 
the largest nun ber of practitioners in the 
country compared to allopathic practitioners. 
1 would only ask him this. When wiH the 
Government take a decision? I et him say: 
"We will take a little mc re time". But let him 
be specific. 

 

Teaching 0f Punjabi  in   Schools run by the  
Delhi   Administration 

*452.   SHRIMATI  KUMUDBEN: 
MANISHANKAR JOSHI: SHRI 
SHYAMLAL YADAV: t SHRI 
JAGJIT SINGH 

ANAND: SHRI BHUPINDER 
SINGH: SHRI  SUJAN SlNGH; 

Will the Minister of EDUCATION, 
SOCIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE be 
pleased to state; 

(a) whether it is a fact that the Delhi 
Administration makes arrangements for the 
teaching of a regional language in a school in 
case parents | guardians of 6 or more students 
make such a request; 

(b) whether it is also a fact that *io 
arrangements are being made for teaching 
Pu'njabi in some schools in Delhi despite 
requests made to that effect by the parents| 
guardians of more than 6 students; and 

(c) if so, what remedial measures 
Government are taking ift the matter 
and by when? 

fThe question was actually asked on the 
floor of the House by Shri Shyam-lal Yadav. 

 



7 Oral   Answers [RAJYA SABHA] to Questions 8 
 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, SOCIAL 
WELFARE AND CULTURE 
(SHRIMATl RENUKA DEVI 
BARKATAKI): (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) No, Sir. However, in some cases 
where the number of students opting for 
Punjabi in individual schools located in the 
same vicinity is limited, it becomes 
necessary, because of financial constraints to 
make alternative arrangements in one or two 
schools in the same locality depending upon 
demand. 

(c) Does not arise. 
SHRIMATI RENUKA DEVI 

BARKATAKI; Sir> as I have already said, if 

the number of students is six or more than six, 
then, in that case, We are providing one 
teacher. Accordingly, in about 180 schools in 
the Union territory we have provided teachers 
t0 teach the Punjabi language. 

 

 

SHRIMATI RENUKA        DEVI 
BARKATAKI; sir, the question of colleges is 
quite different. The medium of instruction in 
the colleges is what the colleges have. 
Whatever medium they have, they will have 
that medium of instruction. So far as the 
higher secondary schools, middle schools and 
primary schools are concerned, wherever 
there are enough number of Punjabi-speaking 
children or other minorities, whether it is the 
Punjabi-speaking minority or any other 
linguistic minority, we are providing teachers 
for that. 

SHRI JAGJIT SINGH ANAND: Sir, we ar
e 

not bothered about the medium of instruction. 
We are only bothered about the Punjabi 
language as a regional language. I hope that 
the honourable Minister is awaifc that 70 per, 
cent of the population of this city, the capital 
city of India, is Punjabi-speaking, and Delhi is 
the largest Punjabi-speaking city in the world. 
Now, I have information before me to the 
effect that there are as many as 63 schools in 
which arrangements are not available. The 
honourable Minister has herself said that they 
combine one or two schools of the same 
locality. This again is a pitiable situation. But 
I am told that there is no room available in the 
concerned school for teaching the Punjabi 
language. So, what happens is that the Delhi 
Administration and the Education Department 
in particular are always ready to close it down 
if there is a fall in the number of students. 
Then, Sir, I would like to know whether there 
are any qualifications that have been laid 
down for those who will teach Punjabi and 
also whether it is a fact that most of these 
people who are teaching in part of such 
attached schools do not haVe those 
qualifications On account of which    there    is    
great    resentment 



9 Oral   Answers [ 15 MAR. 1978 ] to Questions          10 

among the people and many memoranda 
have been received. 

SHRIMATI RENUKA        DEVI 
BARKATAKI: Sir, I am happy that the 
honourable Member has drawn our attention t   
this aspect. The information th: t we have 
received from the Delhi Administration is the 
information that I have given in the House. If 
the h nourable Member can bring any specific 
instance in the matter to the lotice of the 
Government, we will look into it. 

SHRI JAGJIT SINGH ANAND: Thank 
you. 

SHRI      BHA I.RAB CHANDRA 
MAHANTI: Si; it is not a question of the 
Punjabi language alone. As my friend, Shi 
Anand, poi'nted out, Delhi is one cii y where 
the Punjabi-speaking peopl are the largest in 
number. But t!ere are other minorities also. 
Ju: t as the honourable Minister hails 'rom 
Assam, there are students from ^ssam and 
there are students from Orissa and there are 
students from Karnataka and so on. So, rather 
than trying to make provision in every s :hool 
in the Delhi Administration fo: teaching the 
students in their respective mother-tongues, 
would the honourable Minister consider 
whether it would be possible for the 
Governme^ t to make provision for teaching 
in the regional languages in certain schools 
only? 

MR. CHAIR MAN; This question pertains 
only o the Punjabi language and not to th,, 
other languages. So, if you want t* put a 
supplementary, you put a supplementary only 
on this. 

SHRI JAGJIT SINGH ANAND: No, Sir. It 
does not pertain to Punjabi alone. In fact, part 
(a) of the question is v nether it is a fact that 
the Delhi Administration makes arrangements 
for the teaching of a regional language in a 
school in case parents or guardians of six or 
more students  make   such  a request. 

SHRI BHAIRAB CHANDRA MAHANTI: 
Sir, the honourable Minister has said that in 
schools where there are six or more students of 
a particular language, a provision is made. 
According to me, that may prove costly for 
any administration which has to run 180 or 
200 such schools. Therefore, as a humble sug-
gestion of mine, can I submit to the 
Government that it would be better if the 
Government lays down that in ten or twenty or 
twenty-five schools provisions will foe made 
for teaching such and such a language? 

SHRIMATI RENUKA DEVI BAR-
KATAKI;     sir, it is a suggestion. 

SHRI IRENGBAM TOMPOK SlNGH; 
Sir, may I know from the honourable Minister 
whether regional language means onlv the 
languages, included in the 8th Schedule or 
those languages which are not included in 
schedule also, but which are recognised by 
the Sahitya Akademi such as the language of 
Mewari and Mani-puri language and so on 
and whether any arrangement would be made 
for teachinp these languages in the schools 
where there are more than six students? 
SHRIMATl RENUKA DEVI    BAR-

KATAKI:    At the moment,    regional languages  
means  the   14     languages ,    only. 

I       MR. CHAIRMAN:   All right.    Next 
question. 

Provision of teachers for the 12th class 
students  in  the Delhi  Schools 

*453 SHRI SAWAISINGH SISODIA: 
Will tbe Minister of EDUCATION. SOCIAL 
WELFARE AND CULTURE be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that there is no 
provision for 12th class in the Delhi schools 
under the 10+2 pattern of education and that 
there are no teachers to coach the 12th class 
students; 

(b) if so,, what are the reasons therefor; 
and 
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