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 Advance o   swarm of locusts towirds 
India 

649. SHRI NA THI SINGH: 
SHRI NAGESHWAR PRASAD 
SHI Ii : SHRI        iYED       
NIZAMUDDIN; 

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE 
AND IRRIGATION be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that an internation 
1 organisation has warned the Covernment of 
India about the movement of a huge swarm of 
locusts towa ds India in the near future which 
m.iy damage crops, fruit trees and vegetables;  
and 

(b) if so, what remedial steps Gov-
ernment have taken or propose to take to meet 
tl e threat?] 

 

 

i [ ]  English translation. 



87 Written Ansio.ers [RAJYA SABHA] to Questions 88 

 

M.THE MINISTER OP AGRICULTURE 
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI SURJIT SINGH 
BARNALA): (a) The Food and Agricultural 
Arganisa-tion of the United Nations have 
issued a special Locust Situation Report 
indicating that a potentially dangerous 
situation is developing because of a locust 
build up in the sub-desert areas in the horn of 
Africa and North Yemen and South-West of 
Saudi Arabia. The budding swarms, if un-
checked, can pose a threat to several countries 
including India. 

(b) The Government of India have taken 
the following steps to tackle the situation: — 

t[ ] English translation. 

(i) The Locust Warning Organisation of 
the Directorate of Plant Protection, 
Quarantine & Storage has been alerted. 

(ii) Senior officers from the Ministry 
would be visiting the Scheduler Desert 
locust areas in the country to check on the 
state of preparedness of the Locust 
Organisation and to streamline all arrange-
ments to face the locust threat. 

(iii) Arrangements are being made to 
ensure that the Agricultural Aviation Wing 
of the Ministr; of Agriculture can 
collaborate effectively with the ground 
units to tackle such a threat, if it material-
ises. 

(iv) Cooperation of the neighbouring 
countries which are also likely to be 
affected by such a threat is being sought 
with a view to effectively tackling the 
situation and keeping each other fully 
infoi-med  of the latest developments. 

(v) The FAO has been requested to 
prevail upon the concerned Governments 
to effectively tackle the problem of 
budding swarms of locus: within their 
respective territories with a view to 
preventing their spread to  other areas. 

(vi) India Missions|Embassies located in 
these countries are also being contacted 
with a request to take up the matter with 
the Governments concerned for taking 
effective action and keeping us fully 
informed. 

(vii) The information and monitoring 
system is being streamlined. 

(viii) The concerned State Governments 
are being alerted.] 


