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{[THE MINISTER OF STATE |IN
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI BHANU
PRATAP SINGH): (a) The Govern-
ment of India have been providing
assistance to State  Governments
under specific schemes for the
cooperative sector. The nature of
schemes ang the quanium of assistance
to be given during tha Five Year
Plan (1978—83) is currently wunder
discussion with the Platning Com-
mission, A final decisioa is likely to be
taken only after the National Deve-
lopment Council takes a view orn: lhe
nature and scope of schemes of
Central Assistance to be given tc the
States.

(b) A number of schemes started
during the Fifth Plan are cortinuing
during the current yrar. Some of
these schemese are applicable only to
some States e.g. cooperatively weaker
States. In some cases, assistance is
related to the nature of the Coopera-
tive institutions. However, informa-
tion regarding assistance so far re-
leased to various States under on-
going schemes is given in the State-
ment I to IV enclosed. There are also
other schemes of assistance to coope-
ratives which are under the Depart-
ment of Civil Supplies & Cooperation
in the Ministry of Commerce. Civil

- Supplies & Cooperation. Statewise
assistance given under these schemes
is in statement V. [See Appendix
CVII, Annexure 96]
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Rise in prices of wheat and pulses

1680-C. SHRI SAWAISINGH

SISODIA:

SHRIMATI HAMIDA
HABIBULLAH:

SHR] PRAKASH MEH-
ROTRA:

SHRI N. G. TOMPOK
SINGH:

Wil} the Minister of AGRICUL-
TURE AND IRRIGATION be pleased
to state:

(a) whether there has been an in-
crease in the prices of wheat and
pulses during the last few months;

(b) if so, what are the varieties
affected thereby; and

(c) what steps have been taken by
Government to control theiy prices?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI BHANU
PRATAP SINGH): (a) and (b) Yes,
Sir. The price indices of wheat and
pulses were higher on 18th November
than what they were on 1st July. The
increase in the case of wheat is due
to seasonal variations in supplies and
in the case of pulses due to stagnation
in production. The index of urad
pulse was, however, constant.

(c) Efforts are being made to in-
crease the production of pulses by
increasing the area under pulses and
also by improving productivity. Im-
port of pulses has bean placed on

Open General Licence (OGL) since
April, 1978. As regards wheal and
wheat products, all restrictionz on

movement of these commodities bave
been removed so that sufficient quanti-
ties are available in the open market.
Government are also mesting fully
the requirementg of the State Govern-
ments for distribution of wheat and
rice through the Publiz Distribution
System at subsidised prices
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1680-D. SHRI BHISHMA NARAIN
,SINGH: Will the Minister of WORKS
AND HOUSING AND SUPPLY AND
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