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Conversion of Dhasa-Mahuva railway
line into broad gauge

1035. SHRI IBRAHIM KALANIYA:
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state: -

(a) whether it is a fact that the
railway line between Dhasa and
Mahuva stations has recently been
converted into broad gauge; if so, at
what cost;

(b) when the work for the conver-
sion of the line was taken up and
when it was completed;

(¢} whether it is a fact that as a
result of this conversion, trains run-
ning on this line can take more load
and their running time between the
two stations can also be reduced; and

(d) if so, whether Government pro-
pose to add more coaches to the frains
running on this line or to introduce
more trains on this line?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI SHEO NARAIN): (a) No, Sir.
(b) to (d) Does not arise.

Halting station at Mandaoli near Delhi

1036. SHRI LAKSHMANA MAHA-
PATRO: Will the Minister of RAIL-
WAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is a proposal
under Government’s consideration to
have a halting station near Mandaoli
railway crossing near Mother Dairy
in Delhi; and

(b) if so, by when a decision is likely
to be taken in the matter?

" THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI SHEO NARAIN): (a) and (b)
The proposal to open a halt near
Mandaoli was examined but was found
neither financially justified nor opera-
tionally feasible.
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T[Prices of Fertilizers and Pesticides

1037. SHRI BAPURAOJI MAROT-
RAOJI DESHMUKH: Will the Minister
of PETROLEUM, CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS be pleased to state the
steps which Government propose to
take to bring down the prices of fertili-
zers and pesticides?]
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T[THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM,
CHEMICALS AND  FERTILIZERS
(SHRI JANESHWAR MISHRA): Fer-
tilizers:—The prices of fertilizers have
been reduced on a number of occa-
sions. As recently as 12{h October,
1977, the price of wurea has been
reduced by Rs. 100 per tonne. Its
current price is Rs. 1550 M.T. as
against Rs. 2000 M.T. in 1974. The
prices of phosphatic fertilizers have
down through a

scheme of price support w.e.f. March,
. 1976. - - i
Pesticides —Government had  re-

quested BICP to make a cost study in
respect of major items of pesticides

. manufactured in the country. A meet-

ing of the Chief Executives of the
major units was called in order to
impress upon them the anxiety of the
Government to bring about reduction
in price of pesticides immediately. The
industry has reduced the prices of a
number of pesticides. The matter will
be considered further on receipt of
the report of BICP in regard to formu-
}ation prices.] :
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+[{Dividend to Bihar Government from
Barauni Refinery

1038. SHRI RAMANAND YADAYV:
Will the WMinister of PETROLEUM,
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
Bihar Government had acquired land
for the Barauni Refinery on the pre-
condition that the Bihar Government
would receive 15 per cent of the divi-
dends of the Barauni Refinery; and

(b) if so, what is the amount of
dividends so far received by the Bihar
Government from the Refinery under
this agreement?]
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