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+[THE MINISTER OF ENERGY
(SHRI P. RAMACHANDRAN): (a)
and (b) No, Sir. There have been
only occasional disturbances in the
Ncrthern Regional Electrical Grid due
to which the power supply to Delhi
was affected.

The main cause for such distur-
bances was occurrence of some line
fault on the Bhakra Management
Board Transmission System, to Delhi.
With a view to avoiding such inter-
ruptions in the Northern Grid, instruec-
tions have ben issued to the Power
Stations in Delhi to restrict their
drawa] of power from the Grid in the
event of reduction in generation from
thejr own stations. Whenever the
voltage in the Northern Regional Grid
tends to go lower than the minimum
operating level, immediate steps are
taken to improve voltage either by
load shedding or by increasing the
generation as the system conditions
warrant.]

Export of Pre-recorded cassettes

444. SHRI MULKA GOVINDA
REDDY: Will the PRIME MINISTER
be pleased to state;

{a) what was the annua‘l export of
pre-recorded cassettes from India dur-
ing the last three years;

(b) whether it is a fact that these
exportg are against the recommenda-
tions of the Department of Electronics;

(c) whether Government have taken
into account the impact of the REP
imports on the indigenous industry;
and

(d) whether Government propose to
delete the provisions regarding im-
port of magnetic tapes and cassettes
from entry A. 36 of Appendix 17 of
the current import policy?

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI
MORARJI R. DESAI: (a) to (d) The
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information is being collected and a
statement will be laid on the Table
of the Honse,

Solar Energy in the country

445. PROF. RAMLAL PARIKH:
Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased
to state: . -

(a) what is the progress of research
on Solar Energy in our country; and

(b) which are the institutions en-
gaged on the research and what
amount has been sanctioned for such
research, '

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI
MORARJI R. DESAI): (a) Utilisation
of solar energy for a wide range of
applicationg with special emphasis on
its use in rural areas has been given
high priority by the Government.
Efforts in this area . are still in the
R&D stage. Organised research and
development with significant financial
imputs by the Department of Science
and Technology started only a copule
of years ago and normally new techno-
logies take geveral years before they

could reach commercialisation. Sus-
taineg efforts in the last two years
have led to successful proto-type

development of certain solar energy
devices such as water heating sys-
tems, dryers for agricultural produce,
solar power plant etc. Some of these
devices are undergoing field trials in
different parts of the country. The
following are the more important
R&D projects which have made signi-
ficant progress:

(i) Successful completion of one”
tonne per day proto-type paddy
dryer by the Annamalai University.

(ii) A 10-tonne per day paddy
dryer hag been installed by the
National Industrial Development
Corporation at the Central State
Farm in Lathowal near Ludhiana.
Work started on another grain dryey
installation at Gauhati (Assam).

(iii) A 10-KW experimental solar
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