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STATEMENT BY MINISTER 
FLOOD SITUATION IN THE 

COUNTRY 
MR.   DEPUTY   CHAIRMAN:   The 

Agriculture Minister now. 

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE 
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI SURJIT SINGH 
BARNALA): Sir, in reply to a Calling 
Attention Notice in Rajya Sabha on the 4th of 
August, 1977 a statement on the flood situation 
was made giving the flood position as on that 
date. This statement deals with the subsequent 
situation in various parts of the country. 

The season's total of the monsoon rainfall 
from the 1st of June to the first week of August 
is either normal or in excess over most of the 
country except in sub-Himalayan West Bengal, 
Arunachal Pradesh and Telengana where the 
deficiency is marginal and in Nagaland, 
Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura and 
Marathwara where it is deficient. The Statewise   
position   is   as   follows:— 

Assam: In river Brahamputra the fourth wave 
of floods has been continuing since the and 
July. The Northern tributaries of Brahmaputra 
Puthimari, Pagladiya, Beki, Manas and 
Subansiri and Dhansiri from the South have 
also been in moderate floods. 
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[Shri Surjit Singh Barnala] 
According to the latest reports the State 

Government have indicated that crops over an 
area of a.16 lakh ha. were damaged, 34 human 
lives and 141 cattle were lost. The damage to 
crops, houses and public utilities so far assessed 
amount to Rs. 20.83 crores, The State Govern-
ment has spent Rs. 64 lakhs on gratuitous relief. 

Bihar: The rivers Sone and Punpun Southern 
tributaries of Ganga and the rivers Burhi 
Gandak, Bagmati and Kosi Northern tributaries 
and the main river itself were in moderate 
floods. No damage of any significance has been 
reported except bank erosion near Narayanpur 
Railway station by the river Ganga. The State 
Government have taken immediate measures to 
keep the erosion under control. The total 
damage to crops etc. has been estimated at Rs.  
34 lakhs. 

Gujarat: The total monetary loss due to 
floods and heavy rains that occurred during the 
last week of July has been reported to be Rs. 
395 lakhs, out of which the damage to irrigation 
works is Rs.  136.37 lakhs. 

Haryana: According to the latest information 
further area in the Gurgaon district via Haryana 
was inundated due to the continuous heavy 
discharge in Sahbi Nadi and heavy rains over 
the area. The total damage is still to be assessed 
by the State Govt. However, according to the 
report received from the State Government 15 
lakh population have been affected in 700 
villages; 4 human lives and 21 heads cattle have 
been lost. 

Orissa: The river Brahmini and also 
Subarnarekha ware in moderate floods. The 
reports regarding damage have so   far  not  
been   received. 

Rajasthan: In Rajasthan eight small irrigation 
works breached due to heavy rains/floodi.   
Canal   system   and earthen 

embankments were extensively damaged in the 
twelve districts during the second fortnight of 
July. 155 irrigation tanks overflowed. Railway 
communication was disrupted due to breaches 
in Sewar in Bharatpur District. 

West Bengal: Due to heavy inflows into the 
D.V.C, reservior and also in Kangsabati and 
consequent releases the Lower Damodar Area 
has been inundated. Due to heavy continuous 
rains, the rivers and streams in the Western 
region of the State were in floods. 

Delhi: Since the 4th of August, the flood 
situation in Delhi became more critical with 
three successive peak floods in river Sahibi, the 
highest being on 4th August with a discharge of 
3000 cumecs. Inspite of allowing nearly twice 
the designed discharge in the Najafgarh Drain 
water started accumulating in the Dhansa lake at 
an alarming rate. The Dhansa bund had been 
raised by about one metre and the water level 
rose up to about 213-80 metres. The Najafgarh 
Jheel embankment breached on the evening of 
6th August subsequent to the by-passing of the 
Dhansa lake by the Sahibi Nadi. In the villages 
and urban colonies the affected people were 
warned over Radio, Television and other 
communication med. Evacuation was carried 
out by the Delhi Administration with the 
cooperation of the Army authorities and other 
voluntary organisations. Delhi Administration 
have made arragnements for provision of food 
supply and other essential items, medical and 
maternity care and other relief measures. 

During this period simultaneous rise in the 
level of Yamuna accentuated the critical 
position in the Delhi areas. Yamuna crossed the 
danger level of 204-83 metres once on 2-3-1977 
reaching a peak of 205-05 metres on 3-8.1977. 
Subsequently due to heavy inflows from the 
upper catchment the river rose rapidly and   
attained   a   peak   level   of  205-85 
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metres at 6.30 hrs. on 7-8-77. This resulted in 
drainage congestion in isolated areas and also 
inundation of villages like Jagatpur located 
within the protection embankments. The river 
thereafter has been receding and the water level 
today at 06.30 hrs. and thereafter is 204.95 
metres. 

Large  areas  of crops  have  also  been 
affected by these floods in addition to  public 
and private properties and the  assessment of the  
damage  is yet  to  be 
made by the Delhi Administration which is 
currently  busy with the flood fighting 
and relief operation. Loss of human  lives  is 
reported  to  be eleven  caused  by 
house collapse, electrocution and drowning 
during heavy rains. 

The help of Army and Air Force was called 
to supplement the efforts of State •Governments 
in relief operation in the  'affected areas. 
Besides, air dropping ' of food articles and 
evacuation of persons  from marooned areas. 
Boats have also been provided by the Army in 
Haryana, Delhi, Rajasthan Gujarat and Madhya 
Pradesh. 

A short term loan of Rs. 3 crores to 'Haryana 
Government is being sanctioned for   
distribution   of essential  agricultural inputs in 
the affected areas. A sum of Rs.   20,000   has   
been   sanctioned   from the    Indian    Peoples   
Famine     Trust   of distribution   of bread   in   
Haryana. States affected by the floods have also 
been requested to send memoranda for  ad ance  
plan   assistance, if needeed. They have also 
been requested to send estimated requirements 
of short term term loans for agricultural inputs. 
No epidemic has been reported from any of the 
affected States. 

The Government is fully aware of the 
situation and is in constant touch with various 
State Governments. All possible measures have 
been taken by the State Governments and the 
Central Government    to   provide    essential    
and 

needed relief to the affected people, and to 
alleviate their sufferings. A sum of Rs. 9.00 
lakhs has also been sanctioned from the Prime 
Ministers' Relief Fund to various States and 
Union Territories affected  by the floods. 
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SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA (West Bengal): 
Sir, I only suggest that the hon. Minister—now 
nothing much can be discussed—should call a 
meeting of his Consultative Committee, if any, 
as soon as possible, during the inter-session, 
period, so that he can benefit from    that. 
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MR.    DEPUTY    CHAIRMAN: T) House 

stands adjourned sine die. 
The House then adjourned si die.   at   

forty-three   minutes   pa eight of the 
clock. 


