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Operation of double-deck coaches

*2. SHRI IBRAHIM KALANIYA:! SHRI
JAGAN NATH BHARDWAJ: SHRI
KHURSHED ALAM

KHAN: SHRI BHISMA
NARAIN

SINGH: SHRI YOGENDRA MAKWANA:
Will the Minister of RAILWAY'S be pleased to
state whether it is fact that double-deck
passenger coaches are proposed to be put
into service on some sections of the Indian
Railways?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (PROF.
MADHU DANDAVATE): Yes, Sir. One
prototype Double-decker coach has been
manufactured and is presently running on
311/312 Madras-Jolarpettai Expresses. 12
more Dou-bledecker coaches have been
ordered on Integral Coach Factory.
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fThe question was actually asked on the
floor of the House by Shri Ibrahim Kalaniya.
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SHRI SARDAR AMJAD ALI: Sir, the
first question has not been replied to.
When was the design made? That was
the first question.
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SHRI SARDAR AMIJAD ALI; No.
The question is in which year the design
was made.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: 1
think in the middle of 1973 the design,
was made.
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SHRI JAGAN NATH BHARDWAJ: Will
the hon. Minister be pleased to say as to
what steps have been taken from the safety
point of view in introducing these double-deck
coaches?

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: Every
possible aspect has been taken into account.
When I say that all facilities must be provided
to the passengers, the most important aspect
of the facilities is the safety of the passenger.
If he survives, then only he can enjoy the
facilities. Therefore, the safety aspect has
been taken note of, and a number of changes
have been introduced. One of the reasons why
we are going in for insulation is that we dp not
want on the electrified routes any dangerous
situation to be created.

SHRI KHURSHED ALAM KHAN: The
main idea seems to be to introduce larger
capacity coaches to avoid over-crowding of
too many trains. But here I would like to
know whether it would be possible to run
these coaches On the suburban trains and also
whether it would be possible to run these
coaches in the underground system,
particularly the tube tunnel which is under
construction in Calcutta. What is the
dimension of tube tunnel and what is the
dimension of these double-deck coaches?
Would it be possible to make this experiment
also?

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE; Sir, I
may inform the hon. Member that though all
the tunnels, through which normal trains pass,
the double-deck trains will also be able to
pass very safely. Therefore, whether it is a
tunnel on any line or it is an electrified
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traction, in every possible case this train will
be able to run. But our purpose will be to
introduce it on the short journey train.

SHRI KHURSHED ALAM KHAN: Then
suburban is the best.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE:
Therefore, 1 accept the suggestion made by
the hon. Member. Suburban route will be one
of the routes that will be utilised for this
experiment.

SHRI KHURSHED ALAM KHAN: Thank
you.
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Electrification of Olavakot-Trivandrum
Section

*3. SHRI P. K. KUNJACHEN: Will the
Minister of RAILWAY'S be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Kerala Government has
offered an amount of Rs. 50,000 to the
Central Government for carrying out the cost-
cum-feasibility survey for the electrification
of the Olavakot-Trivandrum Section in
Kerala; and

(b) if so, what is the present stage of the
project?



