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TITHE MINISTER OF ENERGY (SHRI
P. RAMACHANDRAN) (a) The
Government has recognised the importance
of developing new, renewable and non-pol-
luting sottrces of energy in meeting the
future energy needs in the long ierm.
Under conditions obtaining in our country,
solar energy offers the greatest scope and
research and developmental activities in
this field have been given high priority.
An integrated research programme  has
been formulated to develop the technology

of application of solar energy for the
following uses:—
(i) pumps for irrigation wuses in

rural areas;
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(ii) drying of agricultural produce;

(iii) cooling and refrigeration for
food preservation;

(iv) desalination of sea water and
conversion of brackish water
into potable water;

(v) water heating and space heat-
ing; and

(vi) air-conditioning.

The potential for utilisation of wind
energy in India is limited, as the wind
velocities in most parts of the country are
low ard winds are also not uniform. How-
ever, in certain areas like sea coasts and
hills, it may be possible to use wind ener-
gy for pumping water and generating elec-
tricity.  Research and developmenta! acti-
vities have been undertaken to dcvelop
prototype wind mills for this purpose.

(b) Government has taken up a res-
earch project through the Indian Institute
of Technology, Madras, on production of
hydrogen by photo-electro chemical decom-
position of water using solar enmergy and
the storage of hydrogen. A Task Force
has also been set up to promote further
R&D activities in this field.]
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#[CosL PRODUCTION AT SINGARAULI
267. DR. LOKESH CHANDRA : Will
the Minister of ENERGY be pleased to
state :

(a) by when the coal mines in the
Singarauli Coalfields area in Madhya Pra-

desh, which have so far not gone into pro-
duction, are likely to be operated; and

il ] English translation.
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(b) whether rail link for transporiation
of coal from these mines will be provided ?}
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T[THE MINISTER OF ENERGY (SHRI
P. RAMACHANDRAN : (a) and (b)
Jayant. mine in Madhya Pradesh of Sin-
garauli Coalfield sanctioned in Augst
1973 for the production of 3.05 millio;
tonnes of coal per annum, is under deve-
loPmegt. Commercial production from
this mine will commence in 1980 by when
thz? construction of railway line from
Mirchaudhri to Jayant for transportation
of coal will have ben completed.]

PROTEST BY THE EMPLOYEES OF SaMa-
CHAR AGAINST THE SETTING UP OF A NINE-
MEMBER COMMITTEE

268..SHRI SHRIKANT VERMA : Will
the Minister of INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING be pleased to stafe :

(a) whether government have received
any protest note from the employees of the
‘Samachar’ against the setting up of a nine-
member Committee to run the administra-
tion of the news-agency; and

(b) if so, what are the points raised in
the note and what action Government pro-

pose to take thereon?

THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION

AND BROADCASTING (SHRI LAL
K. ADVANI) : (a) No specific “pro-
test’ as such has been 1eceived.

However, a resolution unanimously adopted
at the Executive Commuttee meeting of the
Press Trust of India Employees’ Union

#[ 1 English translation,
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held on 22nd April, 1977, contains foliow-

ing reference to the 9-member Com-
mittee:—
“This meeting cannot but condemn

the action of the Managing Committee
of SAMACHAR in forcing the Member-
in-Charge (Editorial) to go on leave
and imposing on the organisation a sO
called staff Committee of 9 whereby the
legitimate claims of PTI as the largest

constituent of SAMACHAR and also
those of Hindustan Samachar and

Samachar Bharati have been completely
ignored.”

Expert Committee headed by
Shri Kuldip Nayar is already going into
the functioning of Samachar in all its as-
pects and will make suitable recommen-
dations about its future set-up. The Com-
mittee hopes to submit its report by the
end of this month.

(b) An

SCIENTISTS WORKING IN DEFENCE RESEARCH
AND DEVELOPMENT ORGANISATION

269. PROF. S. NURUL HASAN
will the Minister of DEFENCE be pleased

to state

(a) whether it is a fact that there 18
discontent among 2 jarge number of
scientists, who have been working in the
laboratories of the Defence Research and
Development Organisation for over 3t03
years in salary scales lower than Rs. 790-
1300, on account of widespread stagnation

at all levels;

(b) whther it is also a fact that the
promotion opportunities for scientists in
the Defence Research and Developrient
Organisation do not compare favourably
with those of their counterparts in CSIR,
BARC. etc.; and

(c) if the answers to parts (Q) and
(b) above be in the affirmative, what action
Government propose 1o tuke to remove the
stagnation? y

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHR1
JAGIIVAN RAM) (a) Defence Res-
earch and Development Organisation is a
multi-disciplinary Organisation, and emp-
loys a large number of officers/stafl  with



