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are certainly dependent on the production
of these metals from land. If extensive
production of these  metals from inter-
national seabed without any regulation or
control is allowed, then the economies of
some of the countries can certainly suffer,
namely Zambia and Zaire. The  hon.
member mentioned about copper. Detailed

studies have shown that if there  is any
kind of control on production of deep
seabed mining then, it would not have

any effect at all on the economies  of
those countries which are producing copper
particularly because all the countries have
accepted the position that there should be
control on the seabed production. The
developed countries have put forward a
formula which was included in the revised
single negotiating text, namely 6 per cent
may be taken to be the growth in the
consumption of these metals in the world
per year, and the production from the seabed
should be restricted only to this increase in
the world consumption. So far as the
existing consumption is concerned, that
may be allowed to be met only from land
production itself.  This position has been
accepted by the developed countries also.
And some of the developing countries are
exporting  these  metals, particularly
nickel. And so far as nickel is concerned,
well, unfortunately or fortunately, the posi-
tion is that the biggest exporter of nickel is a
developed country namely Canada, and not
the developing countries. And the pro-
duction of these metals is not done diffe-
rently because itis the manganese which
is not used and which is lying on the inter-
national seabed, which has to be taken
out and that yields these four metals, namely
nickel, manganese, cobalt and copper. It
is the nickel which will be the main
product and, therefore, it is the production of
nickel on land which is likely to be
affected by unregulated production from
the seabed. Therefore, the formula which
was evolved was that 6 per cent growth
in the nickel consumption of the world
may be the restriction on the production
from the international seabed. But even
this was not acceptable to the developing
countries. India has put forward the pro-
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posal that even the future growth in the
consumption or production of nickel should be
divided half and half between the seabed
production and the land production because—
there may be some potential land-based
producers also. Jan Stevenson, in his
compromise formula, has said that except for
the first five years, it should be divided in the
proportion of 75 per cent and 25 per cent, 75
per cent going to the seabed production and 25
per cent of the future growth also going to the
land-based production. And so far, no
agreement has been reached but it is hoped
that at some point, an agreement would be
reached.

SHRI KALYAN ROY : What about the
multinational corporations ?

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN
Question.

Next

Standard of Cleanliness and Catering in
the Taj Express

+153. SHRI KHURSHED
KHAN :t

SHRI JAGDISH JOSHI :

SHRIJAGAN NATH BHARD-
WAJ :

SMT. AMARIJIT KAUR :
SHRI IBRAHIM KALANIYA :

ALAM

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state :

(a) whether it has come to Governments'
notice that of late the standard of cleanliness
and catering in the Taj Express trains has
deteriorated; and

(b) if so, what action Government propose
to take in this regard ?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (PROF.
MADHU DANDAVATE) : (a) and (b) No
Sir. The standard of cleanliness and catering
on Taj Express is fairly satisfactory.
Constant endeavours are

f The question was actually asked on the
floor of the House by Shri Khurshed Alam
Khan.
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made to maintain a satisfactory standard of
service on this train and to further improve it.

SHRI KHURSHED ALAM KHAN : Sir, it
is very difficult for me to accept the statement
of the hon. Minister when he says that the
standard of cleanliness and catering on the Taj
Express is fairly satisfactory. I do not know
whether the Minister has of late travelled on
the train because I did travel on this rain and
any question is based on personal knowledge.
I quite agree that the Taj Express is the pride
of our trains but surely complaints have been
received about the deteriorating standards in
cleanliness, catering and operating efficiency.
I said even the other day when I was speaking
on the Railway Budget—unfortunately the
hon. Minister was not in the House then—that
I have seen beggars begging in this train. If
this is no deterioration, what else is it ? The
hon. Minister may kindly indicate.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE : As 1
have already said, the cleanliness is fairly
satisfactory. It is true that some complaints
might have been received. So far as the
number of complaints is concerned, I may
point out to you, on the basis of the concrete
complaints that have been lodged by those
who travel by the Taj Express, that six
complaints were received regarding the
standard of catering, and there were some
supplementary complaints. On the other hand,
there were 814 letters of appreciation of the
service by the catering department on the
train. This is the position.

I have deliberately said that the cleanliness
is fairly satisfactory and not satisfactory. That
itself indicates that there is some room for
improvement and it will be our constant
endeavour to see that the improvement is
made so that the large number of tourists who
travel by this prestigious train do not cany a
wrong impression outside the country.

SHRI KHURSHED ALAM KHAN
Thank you very much for these views. But
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I would suggest that the hon. Minister should
ask his officers to visit the kitchen of this
train and find out whether it is being run
satisfactorily or not. Apart from that, I would
like to know what the economics of operation
of this train is and whether on the basis of the
economics of operation of this train there is
any proposal to extend this train to cover the
famous golden triangle, namely, Agra, Jaipur
and Delhi, by running similar train from Delhi
to Jaipur, Jaipur to Agra and Agra to Delhi.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE : Sir, if
you permit diversibn from the original
question, I am prepared to answer. I seek
your guidance.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA : Sir, railway
trains are very often diverted and this di-
version may also be allowed.

AN HON'BLE MEMBER : Sir, since this
also concerns Rajasthan, I would like to know
the answer.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE : Sir,
the hon. Member has already suggested that
simihir facilities should be extended to some
other centres. I do concede that as far as those
parts where tourist traffic is very much
dominant are concerned, we should be able to
have such prestigious trains. But I would like
to submit to the hon. Members that this raises
the questions of terminal capacity and line
capacity which are of great importance and
we will examine that and if that permits we
will examine the scope of giving effect to the
valuable suggestions made by the hon.
Member.
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SHRI JAGAN NATH BHARDWAJ
Would the hon. Minister consider the de-
sirability of appointing a committee of

visitors for this train or a parliamentary
committee to suggest further improvements?

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE : Sir, our
information is, a lot of Members of
Parliament, because of their sense of appre-
ciation for Taj. travel by this train, and they
have sent letters of appreciation and also
suggested improvements. So, there is no need
for selling up a separate committee for this
purpose. We have taken cognizance of the
need for further improvements.
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Electrification of Railways

*154. SHRI MULKA GOVINDA
REDDY :t
SHRI SHRIKANT VERMA :

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state :

(a) whether Government have drawn up a
phased programme for the electrification of
the entire railway network ;

(b) if so, by when this is likely to be
accomplished; and

m{*The question was actually asked on the
floor of the House by Shri Mulka Govinda
Reddy.



