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phenomenon and a very undesirable trend
which needs to be curbed forthwith. It
appears that the matter is already within the
knowledge of the authorities, but apparently
there is an attitude of helplessness. It is un-
derstood that the matter is also within the
knowledge of the honourable Minister for
Works and Housing and he has also
expressed his concern in this regard. A news
item from the Times of India dated the 30th
March, 1977 reads a5 under:

"The Union Minister for Works and
Housing, Mr. Sikandar Bakht, today
expressed his concern about reports that a
spate of encroachments on land had started
taking place in Delhi. He wanted th,
authorities concerned to deal firmly with
such encroachments and keep a constant
vigil against any unauthorised occupation
of land in future. However, he said that no
strong arm methods are to be adopted in
this regard. Mr. Sikandar Bakht was
addressing senior officials of the Ministry
and heads of the public sector undertak-
ings."

Sir, from the news item it seems that the
Minister is particular that no strong arm
methods should be used for the vacation of
unauthorised encroachments. We are not
interested in the type of methods that are to
be adopted to get <{he unauthorised
encroachments vacated, but certainly we
would like that these encroachments should
not be there. What methods are adopted to
prevent them, is not our concern. We feel that
this matter should get more serious
consideration. Otherwise, we do not think
anything can be achieved by persuasion only.
If we do not take immediate and appropriate
action, | am sorry to say that at a later stage
the dimensions of the problem will be so
much that we will not fte" able to or the
Government will not be able to do anything
about it, and | hope that they will not allow
these things to continue as they are being
done now.
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REFERENCE TO FUNCTIONING OF
INDIAN HIGH COMMISSION IN
LONDON
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"London: The Indian High Commission
here, very active during the months of the
Emergency in propagating New Delhi's
policies appears to be still trying to find its
feet before taking on the task of enlighten-
ing Britons and resident Indians about the
new  Government's policies  and
programmes.

The past fortnight has seen far-reaching
changes in India, but there has been no
Press release or other background data
from the mission. This apparent omission
can partly be explained by the fact that the
public relations counsellor was due to
retire (he retired yesterday) and his
successor has not yet arrived.

There is wider interest here in the
developments in India than in the recent
past and an effective public relations
exercise should go a long way in giving a
clearer idea of the new Government's pro-
grammes."
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