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imposible for them to come cut with a clear-
cut statement on their economic programmes. 
This has created doubts in the minds of the 
people about the credibility of the 
Government. Tnis is the impression not only 
prevailing in the minds of our people, but it 
has also created adverse opinion abroad. 

Sir, as you know, the Western powers did 
not like the Congress to continue in power 
and they did not like its progressive policies 
and its policy cf self-reliance in the economic 
field. Theref re, when the Congress bst in the 
last General Elections, there was enthusiasm 
in the Western world. As you know, Shri M 
rarji Desai who is now holding the office of 
the Prime Minister is well known for his 
views that India should join some Western 
bloc against the socialist bloc. His view is 
well known to them. So, when he became the 
Prime Minister of this country, it created 
enthusiasm in Western countries. Now this 
enthusiasm is fading. Sir, the remarks of Mr. 
Kenneth Calbraith, a famous American 
economist, who has known India by his 
experience recently, are worthy of 
mentioning here. He also holds the same 
opinion as has been created in the minds of 
our people. While justifying before a Senate 
Foreign Relation Subcommittee, he said, I 
quote : 

"The Government will have the 
greatest difficulty holding itself together 
in a country not easy to govern." 

This is what he has remarked about the 
present Government. So, this is the opinion 
being created about the credibility of the 
present Government, both inside and outside 
the country . Sir, this is not a very or healthy 
sign that a Government representing such a 
vast c untry sh uld be looked down not only 
by its own people but by the   people abroad. 

The other point that I wish to make is that 
they are incapable of announcing any policy 
about their econ mic programme 

because they are always engaged in anti-
Congress campaign.   Every now and   then 
you have  noticed their   behaviour   inside 
this House    and      outside.       They   are 
always eager   to   denigrade   the   Govern-
ment, denigrade the Congress Party.   They 
never thought of the    well-being  of   the 
people.   They never thought of any con-
structive programme.   Now, when    they 
have taken over the administration, they have 
no idea about how to face the problems. Sir, 
bad they  anything   in their   minds, at least 
in this President's  Address   they would hive   
mentioned   something about floods and 
droughts.   When we are dis-cUssi' g this 
President's Address here, five States in the 
country are in the grip of drought.   We have 
lost several lives due to unprecedented floods 
in Assam, my home State.   Innumerable    
houses have     been washed away.   At least, 
these things could have been added in this 
Address. But you look at it, it  would   appear 
as    if there has been no flood, no  drought, 
no natural calamity, as if nothing has 
happened in this country during the   last  
year   which needs the attention cf the 
Government and which needs some steps to 
be taken by the Government.   But   nothing  
is   there. 

They never thought of the solution of the 
economic problems seriously. Now also you 
find that they have adopted an attitude of net 
thinking abrut these things, not taking up 
any programme, much less speaking about 
its implementation, but accusing Mrs. Indira 
Gandhi, accusing the Congress Party, 
accusing Shri Om Mehta, accusing Shri 
Pranab Mukherjee. A sort of witch-hunting 
is going en. Will this do? This type of witch-
hunting will not do any service to this 
country. So the sooner they stop this and 
settle down to think about the economic 
issues, the real issues and try to come out 
with a programme and implement it  the 
better it is. 

Sir, on the very first day of this Session, 
the Prime Minister came here and tendered 
an apology to this House on tbe question of 
the   temporary Deputy Chairman 



 

of this House.   He assured the Hcuse that 
such a thing would not happened in 
future.Tl-en came the question   about 
denigtad-      ing the women of the  world.   
On     thefirst day, he said : 

Latter on,   he amended it and came for-        
ward with an  apology    and   the     same      | 
assurance that these   things   would     not       
happen in future.   Af'«r that, he went to the 
All India Radio and nu^  some policy 
statement which could well V&   ten up by 
this House   as a privilege motion against him.   
Several members mentioned it here and  we   
are  expecting  anothoer  apology from him.   
Sir, if the Prime Minister of a country, in the 
course of only two weeks, makes such 
mistakes,   makes irresponsible utterances,    
both    inside and outside the House, I don't 
know how long the image of this office will 
remain.   I think this will tarnish the image of 
the office of the Prime Minister.    Sir,  the   
Prime Minister is not only the Leader of the 
other House, he is the leader of the nation, at 
least for the period   for which  he   holds   
that  office. If the image of the   office is   
tarnished, I don't know how can  this  
Government keep its credibility.   They are 
sure to lose their credibility.   And once that is 
lost, it will be very difficult not only for    
them but for the nation to recover it. 12 Noon 

The other day, our friend, Sbri Mohan 
Dharia, who was previously with us but is 
now a Minister there, made a reference to 
the Bhagwat Gita. There he compared the 
Janata Party with Lord Krishna. His 
contention was ihat Lord Krishna was 
bom in prison and he killed the demon, 
Kansa. He did not say clearly who was 
born inside ' the prison. But, naturally his 
intention"'! was clear that the Janata Party 
was born inside the prison and so they 
would kill the demon , Kansa. But he 
himself did not say so. But one thing he 
forgot. Lord Krishna was born in prison. 
He killed the demon Kansa. It is all right. 
But he had three missions. One was a 
negative, that is the killing of Kansa. One 

"Vinasayacha   Duskritaam."   So,  this is one 
negative aspect of the mission represented    by 
Lord Krishna;   Two positive aspects remain 
and they are, "Pariiranaya sadhoonam" and 
"Dharma  samstliapancun". But what positive 
aspect has this Janata Farty got?   They hare no 
positive stand.   You will be astonished to learn 
that even in the President's Address which is 
prepared by the Cabinet led by the Janata 
Party, they   . have no positive stand.    I quote 
from the President's Address :— 

"The people have given a clear verdict in 
favour of individual freedc m, democracy 
and the rule of law and against executive 
arbitrariness, the emergence of a 
personality cult and extra constitutional 
centres of power." 

So, they themselves admit that their victory 
demonstrated a negative expression of the 
people's mind. That is the people have given 
their verdic against what they call some of 
the misdeeds of the previous Government. 
But the positive aspect of the Congress and 
the previous Government is respresented by 
its economic policy and economic 
programme. {Time-bell rings.) Land 
reformers and the policy of self-reliance in 
the field of economic development are the 
positive things the Congress represents, and 
the people have not given their verdict 
against the economic policies and 
programmes of the Congress. But the Janata 
Party's stand is for a negative approach. Their 
approach is absolutely negative and Mr. 
Mohan Dharia's claim of the Janta Party 
representing Lord Krishna of the Dwapara 
Yuga in this late Kali Yug3 represents only 
the negative aspect. My point is that the 
approach of the Members of the Treasury 
Benches is always a negative one as has 
happened in the case of the only Minister 
who intervened in the debate, who also could 
not say anything positive. 

Sir, with, this negative approach they 
cannot deliver the goods. My humble 
submission to them through ycu, Sir, is : 
Stop   this     blackmailing.      This  black- 
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' SHRI NRIPATI RANJAN CHOU-
DHURY : He ccHid net understand, Sir. 
Step blackmailing inside the Hr use, net 
outside. I mean between you and me. 
Nctcutside. I did net say blackmailing the 
pec pie-. 

 

SHRI   NRIPATI   RANJAN    CHOU-\ 
DHURY : That is up tc you to decide. 

 

SHRI NRIPATI RANJAN CHOU-
DHURY : All right. But my humble 
submission , thrcugh ycu, Sir, is that ihey 
should apply their mind to the economic 
programme. Let them announce their pre 
gramme and implement it. It is no v;se 
accusing usfor what we did what we cruld 
net do in the past. Let us live in the present 
and look towards the future and leave the 
past. 

Last cf all, I want to make one mere 
humble submission. Mr. Rabi Ray yes-
terday said that the Congress, while in 
power, did net allcw the Opposition'to 
speak in the Hcuse. And he was very much 
gerercus to us when he said that he cr his 
party wc uld allcw  us  to   speak 

in the Hcuse. Sir, we remember thote days 
when Mr. Raj Narain, who is a Minister, new, 
lay on the floor there. We have seen Mr. Rabi 
Ray standing en the bench there. We have 
seen Mr. Ramkripal Sinha sitting en the desk 
there inside the House creating hullabaloo. 
Sir, we have seen in the past in this He use, in 
the name of Oppcsitirn Mr. Raj Narain , who 
is a Minister new, layinK on the floor of the 
House there. We have seen 

The Minister of Chemicals and Fertilizer 
and Petroleum (SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA) :   
You do not do that. 

SHRI NRIPATI RANJAN CHOU- 
DHURY : We are not doing that: That 
is what I am saying.    We   have seen 
Mr. Rabi Ray standing en the bench. We have 
seen Mr. Ramkripal Sinha sitting on the 
deskthere; not only sitting jn a different 
pestures, but also speaking with different 
gestures and shouting 'Jayaprakash Zjndabad ; 
Indira Gandhi murdabad' inside th? House. 
Now, will they allow-us to behave in that way 
? Certainly net. When we behave like that we 
do net know what the position of the Chair 
will be. I want to assure them that we shall 
never resort to this type of behaviour inside 
the Hcuse, and »lao we assure them that we 
shall never try to block the proceedings of the 
Hcuse even though we have a majority. Sir, 
our leaders have ^unequivocally announced 
that any progressive measure taken by the 
Government will receive our support. 

SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA : What about 
the Constitutional Amendment? Are you 
going to support that ? 

SHRI NRIPATI RANJAN CHOU-
DHURY : That will be seen later on. You 
draw it up and we will see. (Time bell rings). 

Only one more question I   put and   I sit 
down. Let them answer a [small  ques- 
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[Shri Nirpati Ranjan Choudhury] tion. How is it 
that the smugglers all over the country have become 
very much enthused nowadays and the smuggled 
goods have started appearing in the streets of not 
only Bombay but also all rther border towns of the 
country. Why ? What is the reason for that ? Is it 
because the Prime Minister has announced that they 
will try to deal with the smugglers in accordance 
with the normal laws, and the smugglers' 
interpretation to that is that,...? 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : Please sit down. 
SHRI  NRIPATI  RANJAN    CHOUDHURY : .... 
dealing   with  them  as per the normal laws means 
negation    of any actirn against them   ? Thank  
You,   Sir. 

 



53 Motion of thanks [7 APRIL 1977] on Address by the        54 
acting President 

 



55 Motion of thanks        [RAJYA SABHA]        on Address by the       56 
acting President 

 



57        Motion of thanks [7 APRIL 1977] on Address by the 58 
acting President 

 



59 Motion of thanks        [RAJYA SABHA]        on Address by the 60 
acting President 

SHRI ABU ABRAHAM (Nominated): 
Sir, the Address of the Vice-President acting 
as the President is very brief and I  would 
also like  to  be  brief. 

Sir, may I, at the outset, as a non-party 
Member of this House, welcome the new 
Government? The last elections have been a 
landmark in our history and they have 
brought in a new era and I wish the new 
Government success. I would like to recall 
what I myself had said sometime ago. When I 
spoke in this House six months ago, I had 
stated that the emergency had long before 
served its purpose, whatever purpose it had, 
and it was deteriorating into a situation where 
power was being abused and, along with i\lr. 
Bhu-pesh Gupta, I had opposed the extension 
of the life of the Lok Sabha- But, Sir, our 
collective wisdom was, unfortunately, 
ignored. The resentment of the public against 
the emergency has been clearly shown in the 
results of the elections though mainly in the 
northern parts of India. Whatever might have 
been the evils of the emergency, we should 
be grateful that it united the Opposition 
groups and created, for the first time, a two-
party system in the country. 

I welcome the action of the present 
Government in restoring the civil liberties to 
the people. As a newspaperman, along with 
thousands of my colleagues in the 
profession, I would like to say that the fact 
that the freedom of the Press and the dignity 
of the profession have been restored has 
been greatly appreciated. Thousands of 
journalists have suffered much pain and 
humiliation during the entire period of the 
emergency. Sir, if I were asked to say what 
was the most important cause of the defeat of 
the Congress Party, I would say that it was 
the censorship. Had there not been a total 
black-out of news and the comments 
unfavourable to the Government, the 
Government might have been able to assess 
the mood of the public during the  last   year.   
The    censorship   of  the 

kind that we had an insult to the intelligence 
of the people. I remember, Sir, protesting to 
a senior member of the Congress Party about 
censorship being introduced in Parliament 
and he said, "Look. How many people read 
newspapers in this country ? Perhaps one per 
cent or two per cent So, why should we 
worry about it ?" This is the kind of attitude, 
this is the kind of contempt that was shown 
during that period. I am very pleased to note 
that for the first time the Leader of the 
Opposition in the Lok Sabha, Mr. Y. B. 
Chavan, has been allowed to speak to the 
nation on the radio and the television. It was 
a welcome decision by Government. I do 
hope that such opportunities would be 
extended to the members of the other parties 
as well so that a tradition can be built up in 
this country whereby leaders of all parties 
can get a chance to speak to the people on 
radio and television. In this House itself, Sir, 
I can think of mrny eloquent speakers and if 
they agree to adhere to some time-limit, I am 
sure they will be very effective both in 
instruction and entertainmen. 

The Address has mentioned that steps 
will be taken to ensure that the All-India 
Radio, Doordarshan, the Films Division and 
other government medias function in a fair 
and objctive manner. I find it a slightly vague 
statement, considering that there was a firm 
commitment made by the Janata Party in its 
election manifesto that Radio and Television 
will be nude intc a public corporation. The 
Government has lost no time in thinking 
about re-o rga-nising the All India Radio and 
Television, and also about the reorganisation 
of Sa-machar, as to how it should be made 
into an independent organisation. But, Sir, I 
would like to say this that in these matters, 
nothing should be done in a hurry. A great 
deal of thought and discussion should 
precede any change. It is very important to 
consult the journalists of Samachar itself   
The situation   before 
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the amalgamation of the four news agencies 
was not a very happy one either. So it is 
necessary to do things in such a way that the 
position is an improvement on what it was 
before Samachar was established 

As for Radio and Television, it is very 
easy to say that they have been given 
freedom Nevertheless, it would not te so 
easy to make this organisation actual behave 
in an independent manner, because they 
have got into a rut, and during many years of 
bureaucratic rule, because of timidity, 
sycophancy and deliberate dullness they 
have lot the spark that the y should have in 
this organisation. Whether the All India 
Radio and Television are made into a public 
corporation or we have them as they are, the 
most important thing is that a new 
professionalism should be developed. They 
should be positively encouraged to have 
originality and innovation. Without such 
encouragement from the top, the average 
employee will not feel completely liberated. 

I think, Sir, the All India Radio and 
Samachar played an important role in 
bringing the Congress Government down. 
Let us, therefore, take care that they would 
not do the same to the Janta Party. 

Sir, I hope the new Government will be a 
progressive and modern Government. It is 
very easy, in the name of Gandhism to ship 
back into obscurantism, slip back into old-
fashioned ideas. What we need today is a 
Gandhism that has been brought upto-date 
which is related to the modern world and the 
developments in science and technology. I 
hope, therefore, that the Government will 
take as much interest in science and 
technology as the previous Government did. 
The achievements of the Congress 
Government in this field during the last ten 
years have been most admirable. Much has 
happened   of   which this   nation should 

feel very proud. I have noticed that some of 
the scientists whem I met in Bembay and 
elsewhere are already wcrricd that the Janta 
Government may neglect science. I hope 
that this will not be so. 

Sir, it is quite fallacious to make a 
distinction between rural devele f ment and 
the development of science and technology. 
An impressicn has got rcvr.d that such a 
distinction has been made by the new 
Government. The two things are closely 
inter-related. A rapid rural development can 
only take place with the help of the most 
advanced and sophisticated science. 

While on the subject of medernism, may 
I also refer to the centre versy that has arisn 
from the Prime Ministercs remarks on 
women—I mean, his two years, old remarks 
as well as his most recent remarks? These 
have given an impression that the 
Government may not take a progres sive 
attitude towards women and their specific 
problems Anyway, I do not wish to enter 
into this controversy here now. I have no 
doubt that my distinguished wemen friends 
in this House will be able to deal with this 
matter more ably than I can. All that I want 
to say is that I can think of at least six 
women in this Parliament who are competent 
enough to beccme Prime Ministers. 

Finallys Sir, I would like to support the 
sentiments expressed by Mr. Chavan the 
other night when he speke on All India 
Radio that there should be an attempt tt 
reconciliation between the two sides. So, 
whatever we may do, let no more bitterness 
be created in the country. T^ese elections 
have pre ved that we are a country cf to-
lersnt people who do not like excess of any 
kind. Therefore, whatever investigations are 
conducted, let us make sure that they are 
conducted without personal vindictive-ness. 
If the nation can afford to forgive and forget, 
let us do that. After all, the Janata Party has 
already forgiven and for- 
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gotten some of its own Members by with-
drawing cases against them. Two days ago, 
Shri Mohan Dharia said when he spoke here 
that he wanted to build bridges of 
understanding with the opposition. He also 
said that we should not forgive and forget. I 
feel that there is a contradiction in these two 
sentiments. I know that many excesses have 
been committed and thousands of people 
have suffered in the last 20 months and I do 
not wish to condone this at all. But, on the 
other hand, their sufferings have helped the 
new Government to come to power. So, let 
us think of these thousands of innocent 
people who have undergone suffering as the 
heroes of what has now been called 'The 
Second Struggle for Freedom'. There is one 
small point which I would like to raise. 
There was a report a few days ago in some of 
the papers that Mr. Kaul and Mr. Kewal 
Singh—Mr. Kaul was our Ambassador and 
Mr. Kewal Singh is now our Ambassador in 
the United States—are in some kind of 
trouble because they defended the 
emergency. We have always believed that 
Ambassadors are sent abroad to lie for their 
own countries. That is an old and famous 
saying. Therefore, I wonder whether it is a 
good tradition to criticise our people in the 
regular Foreign Service for doing what they 
were expected to do in their particular posts 
by the Government of that time. I hope this 
matter will be looked into. Thank jyou, very 
much. Sir. 
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struggled. It is indeed a tribute to the political 
maturity of the people the there has been a 
peaceful and orderly change and that we ha' e now 
an 'opportunity to undo the wrongs of the past. 
We will, however, be failing in our duty if we do 
not take positive steps to ensure that the events of 
the recent past are not repeated in future and to 
expose the abuse of power by a handfulof people 
who had unleashed untold repression and terror 
on the Nation. 

Besides changes in the Constitution and other 
laws, this objective can be achieved only by 
bringing to book all those who are guilty of 
excesses, malpractices rnd misdeeds during the 
emergency, from the highest political authority 
down to the lowest functionary of the 
Government. We are not acting in a spirit of 
revenge or in anger but only redeeming our pledge 
to the people and fulfilling their mandate. Even, 
otherwise, it is only fair that those who are guilty, 
do not escape punishment. We want this to be a 
lesson to all so that in future none may dare misuse 
authority for personal ends. 

We are aware that a large number of officials 
acted out of fear and under trying circumstances. 
We have, therefore, no intention of being 
vindictive. Nor would we allow any kind of witch-
hunt. But those few, who, going out of their way, 
indulged in excesses to please others cannot be 
allowed to escape the consequences. 

The list of misdeeds of the emergency is 
indeed very large. There have been a large number of 
cases of gross abuse of the powers of arrest and 
detention. There have been instances of maltreatment 
and atrocities on detenus and political prisoners. There 
has been compulsion and use of force in the 
implementation of the Family Planning programme 
leading to a number of violent incidents. In the name 
of the beautification of cities, there have been illegal 
demolitions leaving thousands homeless and taking 
them miles away from their     vocation.    Eversince   
we  assumed 

STATEMENTS   BY MINISTER 
I. Proposal of government to order 

inquiry into excesses committed 
during the   period   of emergency 

THE MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS 
CHAUDHURI CHARAN SINGH) : Mr. 
Deputy Chairman, Sir, we have recently 
passed through one of the darkest periods 
of our history. The events following the 
proclamation of emergency have been a 
traumatic experience for all those who 
cherish the high ideals of our founding 
fathers and leaders of our struggle for 
independence. This is not so because 
some of us have undergone personal 
suffering, but because we saw before our 
own eyes the defilement of all the values 


