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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shri
Sardar Amjad Ali. He ig not here.
Mr. Swaminathan, not here.

We adjourn to meet at 2 P.M. After
that, the Finance Minister will start
hig reply.

The House then adjourned
for lunch at four minutes
past one of the clock.

The House reassembled after funch
at four minutes past two of the clock,

Mr. Deputy Chairman in the Chair.
STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

1. Changes in policy re. Posts and Tele-
communications Services.
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fl. Derailment of Mangalore Madras
Express at sevur Stafe of Southern
Railway on March 30, 1977

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE); Sir,
I regret very much to inform this
House that ¢t about 12.50 hrs. on
30-3-1977, while No. 28 Up Mangalore-
Madras Express, with 5 load of 16
coaches and hauled by a diesel engine,
was running through Sevur station on
Katpadi-~Arkonam brosd gauge double
line section on Madras division of
Southern Railway, 9 coaches marshal-
led 5th to 13th from the train engine
derailed, of which six coaches capsiz-
ed. The Up line was obstructed but
the Down line remaineq free for
through traffic.

As a result of the accident, 6 per-
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song are reported to have been killed,
17 sustaineq grievous injuries and an-
other 33 received minor injuries so
far. On receipt of information about
the accident, Assistant Medical Officer,
Katpadi proceeded to the site immedi.
ately. Medical Relief Trains from
Madrag and Jolarpettai and road am-
bulanceg were rushed to the site.
General Manager and Chief
Medical Officer, Southern Railway
accompanied by other Heads of De-
partments, Divisional Supermtendent,
Madras and other Divisional Officers
rusaed to the site by road to supervise
relief and rescue operations. Al] the
injureq persong were taken {o Vel-
lore by road ambulances and admitt-
ed in Mission Hospital and the Gov-
ernment Hospital. Ex-gratia pay-
ment to the next of kin of the dead
and to the injured has been arrang-
ed.

Additional Member Mechanical,
Railway Board has proceeded to the
site of accident by air.

The Additional Commissioner of
Railway Safety is likely to commence
his statutory inquiry into this accident
on 1-4-1977.

One more information is to be added,
This ig the latest information. With
the death of 2 more persons in Gov-
ernment MHospital, Vellore, today
morning, the number of dead is now
8 and the number of grievously in-
jureg persons ig 15.

THE BUDGET (GENERAL) 1977-78—
GENERAL DISCUSSION—Contd.

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE AND

REVENUE AND BANKING (SHRI
H, M. PATEL): Sir, T have listened
with great nterest to the  speeches

made by honourable Members and I
wish to assure them that their com-
ments as well as suggestions will re-
ceive my fullest attention when I take
up the task of making the Budget for
1977-78. This Government has been
in power only for a few days and has,
therefore, not had any time to work
out a programme of action which it
will implement jn the coming years.



