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SHR1 LAKSHMANA MAHAPAT-
RO: Sir, my question was whether
Mr. Charles Gordon met Mr. Jhun-
jhunwala a few months back and
also met Mr, Sanjay Gandhi and he
was able to displace Indian Tubes.
The hon, Minister has not been able
to find out a link between these two.
At least, would he make an enquiry
and find out whether such ap effort
was made?

SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA: Sir,
foreigners coming to this country is
not the business of the Ministry of
Chemicals and Fertilizers and whom
they meet and whom they do not
meet, we cannot transform it chemi-
cally into something so that relations
are chemically managed.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: Sir, all
that I would like to know is, since
much passes through the pipelines
these days, whether Mr. Charles
Gordon did come to this country
during the emergency and whether
the Government is aware of the fact
that he was negotiating with a gentle-
man called Myr. Jhunjhunwala. News
is afloat in some quarters ang 1
would like to get it verified.. That
is why I am asking this question,

SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA: Normal-
ly, Mr. Bhupesh Gupta is a very well
informed person and it is not within
& my competence to rebut what he
says. But, T am net owning the in-
formation because I have no informa-
tion on the point.

“Buy Indian” Drive by the Railways

*51. SHRI PIARE LALL KUREEL
URF PIARE LALL TALIB:
SHRI JAGAN NATH

BHARDWAIJ:}
SHRI IBRAHIM KALANIYA:
SHRI KHURSHED ALAM
KHAN:

Will -the Minister of RAILWAYS

be pleased to state:

(a) whether it ig a fact that the
“Buy Indian” drive by the Railways

+The question wag actually asked
on the floor of the House by Shri
Jagan Nath Bhardwaj.
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has had an encouraging response from
indigenous manufacturers;

(b) whether it is also a fact that
the drive has resulted in reducing
considerably the import bill in res--
pect of n large number of items pur-
chased by the Railways; and

(c) if so, what is the estimated an-
nual saving of foreign exchange due
to import substitution?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE). (a)
and (b) Yes, Sir.

(c) The Indigenisation drive om
Indian Railwayg wag started in Au-
gust 1975. Ag a result of this drive
estimated annual gaving of foreign
exchange due to impory substitution
achieved upto December, 1976 has
been Rs. 7.4 crores.

SHRI JAGAN NATH BHARDWAJ:
Sir, in view of the good results ob-
tained as a result of the efforts for
import substitution, would the hon.
Minister assure thig House that this
policy of import substitution will be
continued and will be given a vigo-
rous impetug in future?

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: Sir,
it has been the policy of our Gov.
ernment to cantinue some of the good
traditions of the old Government.
And. ag far as fhis policy is concern--
ed, not only will we pursue that po-
licy, but we wil] try to make that po--
licy more dynamic. In this connec-
tion, I woulq like the House to re-
member that before independence, for
most of the equipment, we had to rely
on imports from abroad. In 1951 this
policy changed not only in relation to
the rolling stockg but even for the
modernised system of equipment that
was required and ag a result of that
the House will be happy to know
that from 1931.52 till 1975-76 depen-
dance on importg from foreign coun-
trieg came down from 30 per cent to-
8.18 per cent, Sir, we will vigorously
continue the same policy,
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DR. RAJAT KUMAR CHAKRA-
BARTI: Wil] the hon. Minister throw
some light on the question of pur-
chase of wheel axles from the Dur-
gapur Steel Plant? I understang that
the Railways are not buying any
wiheel axles from the Wheel Axles
Plant of DSP and that plant is clused.
So, I would like to know whether that

policy would be changed and whe-
ther instead of importing from abroad,

the orders would be placed on the
D.S.P. or not.
PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE:

Sir, during the Railway Budget dis-
.cussion, this point was raiseq by the
hon. Member. Thoughh he wgg not
there in the House. I had made it
clear that ag far as wheels and axles
are concerned, we are utilizing the
full capacity that is available and that
this would be the general policy of
the Government,

Railway strike in May, 1974

*52. SHRI SANAT KUMAR
- RAHA:}

1The question wag actually asked
.on the floor of the House by Shri
‘Sanat Kumar Raha.

[ RAJYA SA.QHA ]

| ta{ken any decision to take back all the
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SHRI JAGJIT SINGH ANAND:

‘Will the Minister of RAILWAYS
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have
Railway employees who were dis-~
nisseq or removed from service for
pariicipation in the railway strike

which took place in May, 1974;

‘(b) if so, what steps have so far
been taken in this direction; ‘

(c) whether new appointments were

ade to fill up the vacancies caused
by the removal/dismissal of some
employees; and

(d) if so, what are the details
thereof and in what manner Govern-
ni‘ent propose to absorb the excess
staff?

'THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE):
(a) and (b) Instructions have been
issued that all railway employees,

‘ho were dismissed or removed from
service in the context of May 1974
strike on Railways ang have not so
far been put back to duty, should be
réinstateg forthwith, Railways are
taking action to implement these ins-
tructions. i ‘

(c) Yes.

(d) The dismissed/removed, em-
ployeeg will be mostly absorbed
against available vacancies. = Where
absolutely inescapable, additional
posts will be created so that no one
is rendered surplys because of the re-
instatement. Such additional posts will
be set off against future vacancies,

SHRI SANAT KUMAR RAHA:
Sir, I woulg like to know from the
hon. Minister the number of the vic-
tims of the strike who have not yel
been taken back in service, Second-
ly, T would also like to know the
number of employees who have gone
to the court for redressal of their
grievances. This should be consi-
dered in view of the fact that Gov-
ernment is looking into the question

1 of the service conditions of the re-
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