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SAEE F Haw gAw fow w15 $iw

The Essential Commodities (Amendment f 2 2
B aes ( ) AT T Z ) Aw fag gw oA A

SECRETARY-GENERAL

Secretary-General of the Lok Sabha:

"In accordance with the provisions of Rule
120 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of

. Sir, I have to?ﬁ.g UREIRY :ﬁ’pf 3 f qﬁ ﬁ‘s""F'!T
report to the House the following message
received from the Lok Sabha signed by the

gFi T 4T WX w7 fEar =t

grar 2 Tw fam & & foowr

Business in Lok Sabha, I am directed to inform & #fH% Faw mﬁ{q | |, 99T 7

you that the Lok Sabha at its sitting held on the
26th August, 1976, agreed, without any am-

endment, to the Essential Commodities

(Amendment) Bill, 1976, which was passe(i lbﬁ
t!

Rajya Sabha at its sitting held on the
August, 1976."

RESOLUTION RE: ENSURING REMU-

NERATIVE PR;CES FOR AGRICULTURAL

PRODUCE AND MAINTAINING PARITY

IN PRICES BETWEEN AGRICULTURAL

PRODUCE AND INDL&STRIAL GOODS—
contd.

it corre fag (Ffmo) : samfad,
[Mr, Deputy Chairman in the Chair.]
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[Time bell rings]

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRM
will call the next Speaker.
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SHRI SANAT KUMAR RAHA (West
Bengal) : Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, our
comrade Indradeep Sinha has brought before
the House such a Resolution which is totally
consistent with the spirit of emergency, the
spirit of 20-point programme. I think this is
the most psychologically favourable hour
when the emergency
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and the 20-point programme attracted the
attention of the country and turned it toward*
the poorer sections, specially the jural poor.
Sir, in this situation when we arc setting the
overall support, psychological co-operation
and physical co-operation from so many
forums and so many organisations, when so
many organisations and the mass media are
propagating for the amelioration of the poorer
sections, I would ask the hon. Minister to help
the situation by supporting and accepting the
Resolution.

Sir, we are living in a mixed economy,
though monopolised by some petty groups
with the connivance of the multi-national
corporations. So, our emergency spirit says
that our first enemy should be the monopolies
and the multi-national corporations. Keeping
that in view our strategy and our programme
should be to ameliorate the conditions of
poorer sections especially of weaker sections
in the villages by making agricultural prices
remunerative so that agricultural production is
increased. In the meantime, parity between
agricultural prices and prices of industrially
manufactured products should be maintained
so that we have a balanced economy for the
future growth of our country. In this regard, |
may point out that in spite of so many fiscal
measures and budgetary provisions the
Government has failed to stabilise the prices
of agricultural commodities and maintain
parity in the prices of agricultural commodities
and manufactured products.

Sir, if we really want to control the economy
of our country in favour of the poorer sections,
I think, first of all, we should, as the
Resolution points out, control the monopolists.
Our target and enemy should be that section.
So our first attack will be on monopolists in
India and other multinational corporations. In
this connection I would like to draw the
attention to some reports appearing in our
paper, the New Age. It says that Colgate-
Palmolive, a multi-national corporation earned
5551 per cent profit. Details I shall not give.
Papers says everything. It says that Hindustan
Lever made super-profits by fleecing con-
sumers. On the other hand. 1 see that as a
result of all these factors already enumerated
above, the prices of Lever products went up by
10 per cent in the case of each piece of
Sunlight, Lifebuoy, Rin, Lux, etc. Again, I see
that Philips in 1973 made a profit of Rs. 923
lakhs. In 1974 they earned Rs. 1,069 lakh as
profits and in 1975 they earned a profit of Rs.
1660 lakhs. Their profits are growing. On the
other hand, what do we see in the agricultural
sector ? We find that jute growers are not even
getting the actual cost of production. We find
that wheat growers are not even getting the
actual cost of production. We find that cotton
producers, when there is a
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glut in the market, are to make distress sales.
These are the commodities which fetch
international currency in foreign markets, i.e.,
foreign exchange for our country. What is our
national policy then ? If these multi-national
and national corporations monopolise our
economy, is it not the task of the Government
to attack them so that they do not monopolise
our economy and de-stabilise our economy so
that we maintain price stability in our country
? In this connection, I may highlight that the
Agricultural Prices Commission has fixed the
price of raw jute at Rs. 135 per quintal in spite
of the fact that the West Bengal Government
had made a suggestion that the price at which
the commodity should be sold should be Rs.
180 per quintal. The other day I asked the
Minister and he started giving explanations.
What is cost of production? How can we
calculate taking all the factors into
consideration ? There is rise of price in
fertilisers. There is rise of price in pesticides.
There is rise of price in all sorts of inputs
needed for agricultural production. Taking all
these factors and also the minimum wages re-
quired to be paid to agricultural labourers into
consideration. I think in my district
Murshidabad in West Bengal, Rs. 400 are to
be spent per bigha of jute cultivation and in 24
Parganas the cost comes to about Rs. 450 per
bigha of jute cultivation. If this be so. it is our
calculation that Rs. 80 is spent for producing a
maund of iute whereas the jute grower is
getting only Rs. 54 per maund as per the
recommendations of the Agricultural Prices
Commission. Is this lust ? Similarly, there are
reports in the papers about the glut in cloth
trade, glut in potatoes and glut in all these
thmgs Why is it so ? It is because on the one
hand you have already frozen the buying
capacity of the workers' community and on the
other, the workers and the growers are not
getting incentive price. Lots of people are
losing their purchasing capacity. In that
situation, how can you avoid a glut in the
markets ? Still, there are manipulations,
market mampulatlons speculative
manipulations on the part of the traders,
monopolists and the hoarders. They are the
enemies of the country and these anti-social
and anti-national sections of the community
should be immediately brought before the
public so that we can go forward step by step
i spite of the mixed economy. When we are
proceeding with the ultimate aim and goal of
bringing about socialism, of making our
country a welfare State where there will be no
exploitation, I think we have to make this
situation favourable to the poorer sections so
that they also have a share in the society. |
would request the hon. Minister to take
suitable steps to see that these eighty per cent
of the people of our country could come up in
life and could join the mainstream of our
national life and only

[RAJYA SABHA]

Prices for agricultural 96

produce etc.

then can we fight the monopolists and the
multi-nationals.

Another item I want Jo highlight is the short-
term and the long-term investment. The
National Commission on Agriculture suggested
a loan of Rs. 9,000 crores by the end of the
Fifth Plan. If that is the amount of investment,
how can we solve the problems of the poorer
sections of the agriculturists who are resorting
to distress sale of their commodities ? I want to
know from the hon. Minister wh™™" all the cre-
dit requirements of these poorer sections have
been taken into consideration and whether at
least fotty per cent cE fhe peasants who have to
resort to distress sale,* could be covered by this
agricultural loan. Otherwise, this investment, I
am afraid, will be a futile exercise and there
will continue to be exploitation, by the rich, of
the poorer sections of the people both in the
rural and urban areas. In these circumstances,
the calculations of the Agricultural Prices
Commission and the credit calculations for
agriculture should be taken into account so that
the 78 per cent or the 80 per cent of the
population can improve its living gradually to
make the 20-point economic programme a real
success. I am afraid, these piecemeal
legislations will not help.

Sir, there are agro-service centres. So many
agro-service centres have been opened for the
employment of young people but they are not
getting any incentive from the banks or from
the Government. The banks prefer to assist
private traders who can afford to give some
money as bribe. If we want to develop our
agriculture, the Agriculture Minister should
consult the Minister of Finance so that by
some arrangement, these> agro-service centres
could give every help to the needy agricul-
turists for promotion of agriculture in the
country. The last point I would like to suggest
is this. When the time is favourable, when it is
psychologically favourable and when we have
a sufficient buffer stock of foodgrains, why
should not the hon. Minister think of taking
over the wholesale trade in foodgrains either
this year or next year when the Kharif crop
would come into the market ? This should be
done immediately without any delay. During
the Emergency period, no progressive
measures can be thwarted by the vested
interests.

Secondly, Sir, the jute industry is in a
chaotic condition. It is going the Indigo way.
Vanaspati, tea, jute, textiles and sugar
industries should be nationalised. These
industries should be taken over by the
Government. As a policy and as a principle,
these industries should be brought under the
State sector. With these words, I conclude my
speech.

ot weq A1g @ (IO NEW) ©
wrawity Iyaamfy wEEw, & §4-
g =ft gadty fag ofr &Y gwgaE 3T



97 Re ensuring
remunerative

argal § o feamt & &°7 F
qa1 g1 AT S F A 917 9% ag
Toftafaat & wreamt 7 dar g1 aret
AT F A F qAT F A= A (qow
§ 1971 7 w7 & fFaeT #7 graT 27
WA AT ETAT T qA9 | FO AT FEAT
AFATE | 1971 7 gHIL 307 Y ¥4
st At sfar Wi F e o
[T e v form w1 IFeq 4 ‘qiy
gemt | fergram & wma A wiat
# fgegrata At 8o wfqwa swar @t
2 o T A W B @1 Tw @ E
fgrgeata S8 wgW AWM A AT A
AT F AAA | WG AT AT g W
fergram ux aga wffwret 3w &
®q ¥ ufogy 9T wwrEr F A umr
21 afss o0 & amq 9 AT FT AT
T\ A1 97 e framn agw fr oafz
w@r dfaat #1 a9 T T ar
wiEt & e o e git 9 A
F A FGT | 1971 & arg gWTL A
71 frafa & a7 % wmav ¢ | framt &
gt & Gar g9 AT =1 A7
& T TEAATA XY AG ATAT A4 &
ami 7 faadt agdr g€ & 5o w1 3
W) Af 25 W EF F 1971 |
g 2927 famar ar @1 w77 50
AT 1 ¢ | afz 7 &g afy g
qra¥ fasrat w12 a1 1971 F 71 ursy

[27 AUG. 1976]

fastsfy famma &1 15 w97 wfg g

qa< & fzama 7 faeeft 21 39 awg
afz v g w99 gfy SE d9 fawar
aT AT AT TH FT A AT ZALTE G |
g &7 st it o we e
ST FTAET, AT, AT 7 Fr o e
agr & | afz 3 F7 92 faw mr |t 4z
ot 51 50 ®7 gfy geve I 38 W
115 ®9 9T | faerft & e oar
T AT 2T & WX €14 37 I9 AT 12
4—670 RSS/T6

prices for agricultural 98
produce etc.
wq wfy A 41 78 " 24 w99 97
Y B T &1 T 9w = qidz
1 AT SYET 21 AT FXAAT T AT 22T &L,
A9 g1 a1 &ofY a1 g7 g1, ar frami
F FdT # TeAAT faar S A 29
21 ar fawret 21 a1 wfzergse 21, A9
FT FWM ATH FTT F | WeArsaT A1
50 %99 a4y fAear 41 1971 @, 98
T &% FT 105 &7 FIET Z1 797 2 |
&1 A & @0 7 sEawre g6 AT
Froit & 7 goA, ey a7 @
F amm o @5 fFam oaw exfaara
g & fag zeawrer w7@T & 4 7@
FI37 &1 a1 49, 7@, afwar g@w
FTAT &Y, a1 ATAA TEAATT FLAT &1 47
fadife &1 TeamTa w@ET Z1, AT AT
VS AT 7 7 @OFAr & w7 fae o
ag woq fasht sfaw & fag zeawma
FTAT § 39 54 & =W g o faa
gu & Wi forg it & Fat 771 damme
FANEITF I AT AZ | WA
Fraamfa AEEa, @9 gE T
sata gw 4 fafaww astw A7 5 59
aa f5g £ afz fears 71 fafaaw
FFT FT FAFT AAT A TAT FATTE
q1 | wawar g o2 fers 9t oo
dq off qFg9F T@ FT GRT T
oqdY T AT AT THIA § 99T
#7 FA9T aEd A ¥ ar f& fuEdty
IAT & wwA 1 a9 7 a3 &Y
FAT ©F FT TEAWIT ERIT | I
e o zw faoelt oiv gw S
F gEaTe w4 | F AT FEAT 9TEAT
g&wzs-zsm’i%iﬁa CEECE]
wfgar 7 som 77 2w e
&Y @r§ TEAr | FEA g #r 2 fw
qUTTATET  FATS  Fr T=AT  EAT

wWw g gHA dmur #r 7 fR
g Al g9 9rea & AfFEm
¥ Furafem dmfse e

frafeas w2 &1 TEAWTE FIA AT @



99 Re ensuring
remunerative

[#7 F=1 qra 777

[RAJYA SABHA]

Prices for agricultural 100

produce etc.

| fEar gtz fergeam & fram@t § wgat

&1 amry & qaar wmear g froam |

fergeam &, fafew AT SfieT &
a1z 9 fgegeam wmE gan, a1 agt
aAmET #feed w1 faam gam g oan
@ owta faegeatT @ qET 50
fegea & at odfmfear & g @
TS 50 Ffwe AV TaEaT g1 S @ |
w1g fag=r @gd & avwEe § A&

gW arelr =or g1, 91 ZTeT ATEE % |

FTCE  Ga1 g6 AT S &1, ar
wagfear & sre@e # & g ATl
<ot &1, I FTLEE1 H GaT1 g1 ardr
IS, U G4 & &9 § aron< § faw
W & A framt & &9 7 Gar g
AT A WA & T W faw @ E
wror femgeamt #v wd-=gaear w=ET g1
TS &, AT AT HAT AT FAT AT E |
AT a7 ag ¢ fw fEem T w=sr
Fut &1 & Freor 118 fafaas o7 s
dar frar g foms Fo g mias
=EeqT T AT 439 A & | afgsa
HEST ANT T T FHAT JAEAT TGN
FET Z | AT TAATATAT AT § TE
g, afaw ag fadr w@eir 2 q@taa
q3W, SEF FT H @A AT g, q@f 97
90 wfame e 1, 2 a1 3 uwE &@q
ST & | T gt O gSrey A7 deqr
q fFa T F1 SRE qgli a0
% & | gadr agww afdeafa aiEr
Fr 2 fafzw weewafEar & ar
fergeara & 7 @ wial a7 TErE-
&u Faw TR e dar wed & fao
faar ar | fegeam & 7 @ AT
¥ T-AAfEe dar gem o6t gEar
T T §9E & FreaEEl 7 oA
ST ST AT ST AT F S
AT F0 g fggea & amn< |
HE T AT 9T q97 SATWT | q&T FT07
a1 % zw+ fafew amwsaar F faams
AT A7 w3 & foami a1 g

qfrﬁgwﬁmuér AATAT | WETHT T
T FATFLATA AZE & Aqed A (Fari

 fergrara 4T WAy FY SIS a9 |
HqTg A0 &1 HTATET KT FGTE FT FGaIT
21, |12 weATSt 937 FIE T g4 &l
framt 7 matfaw  afeam faar
aTg fergeary &Y dA0aT A7 T &
Tarer g1, =g aifawary &y et 8@,
T8 A1 AT ST &1, I SrAvT 97
AT &7 & fov fFam & a=ar
F1 &1 afas gar | o i TR
o1 AT HEAT FT VAT FT FATH &1 ATE
TW AT AW A FT GATT g1 AT ZW AT
ATATET &7 74T 21, al Ay foara & g
3% 30 F faq AeE §0m | afE
ST F97 AT ASA KT TATA HAAT AT AZA
FT 377 fager anga, =1er wEd ar 4
aF qofmfat &1 & & g "wa
g AT AT & f A greet e
fegeam & dar gom &, 7@ &1 A
THTT AT qETAAT F AEHT AL K
am & fau gearag 8% T F1H F7
@1 2, TR TFA & [ AT qIETT
AT AT N | oA a% gW agl qfa-
Feawd  grEas & aw fraifa g
oF a9 g9 gg At aferare @ 61
a9 aF FATL 40 & AT FE A7 FH
A1 Arar 7@ 2 1 wrer wat §
oft g2 G2t g &, s awfren
oTE 3T, AFfaew wrh fr OFesw
a7 e &% afFkar F avagy & 3o
w1 dar gweer w7 faar 3 ik @ =
fat oy o FTAT AT 7T @ E
o i Ay fafr g fsa s w
&1 zafan fegea™ & wvae Fwane
AT AT aTE AgdT 9 @ #
AT WA afgea [@%fFa are
ATFe, AR wrF T GFE,
dafaen ww 3z & gra fegmaw &



101 Re ensuring

rcmuneraiive

[27 AUG. 1976]

Prices for agricultural 102

produce etc.

7 ®(@ AT FT AT GO0 qgar o | A § afww 6T ot 7 @ g g

< ¢ faad s qgd a3 gofmfa
TEFT FC @ 2 forad Zai & wmare
&1 fagen awm & g 7 fogemw
TTFA, ZTET AEA F A | eaAA
A7 Zree W & faar wrafoar g &
AT Z | TAE g4 7 wEar g,
T Z19 | Gifafea area w1 S
Ft arwa g, e & a3 a3 md
T 95 H9H WEIT AT TT T8 AATAT
FT T T2 ZI2ATH IET FT AT ATHT & |
TATT ATHA AMTATE I A AT o7 WY
w7 o faam € i fergmar &Y
e w1 aga &, fargear v e

#t v 7 foegia w327 a7 afoam

far 2 3 @rsr ot wegT AW A W@
TAT F WEA 77 49 36 I & fag -
8@t w7 F fag darw &1 garw
FEgaT & g9 difafewa efafadr am
&1 s fergeara /@ wre fadly ofrer
#1 w74 savar Efafady & 41 ag & vwar
#T | AfFT o 7w gw amw atar £y
difa sifeqr 7t #4T aq aF gwre
W H AAAT HAF HATT AT EQTYAT
T &1 AT | @I w1 gg Afa
aT =rfed fr st @y foaw w02
FIC@MI § A0 THEG TAF AW 9T
7z Feg fadeir | afz sz avF 91s-
FUF FIZ F1 T1LAFITAE AT 6 FTAT
T & fgwm @ ag faEar s
FERTT F4T @0 27 S\ aEe
gz 747 574 et & fram & Q1 srae
wdiz Fdr & w0 foe 5o war v9 &
wqTaT ®FWd ¥ F=dr g 1 g fawm,
ST UE B &7 ATATT 94T 599 fRer
% fzama & wowre &7 ZA7 2, 9 A9
oF w4 F fgaa § adaar 8 F
frams wear sz g fF oA F 17
Tz @dT F 2, AAfoRT 7 3 7z
AT 79 € WL TR { 1 THE @dT

a7 e A1 gAre G4 qew ¥ i
wfas @wzr & | S T ¥ OF
FrA awrar g e foas am g are
# #gr FmE fadr gawr '@ awm
FwT T fFAel & oadE @i
foras amw q% aree & wré g fawdy
& Saq &1 a7, 39 fueli § aw F@
ary wwge, afz ATA @dEar AWw
art ads wwa § 1w fegew ®
fagmr faets amr o¥ &ded & 1 IO
s2w § = @ fraei & 80, 90
w9 fzar aF aden & 9 awrd
sl ®1 = &) gw r@w & W@
g AT & 150 797 f@ze faw @
2 | gl 9% 99 fEar w1 e awm a7
WOAT g ATAT AT 3 | W o gdE
STaT @ a1 A A 9T @EEAT I%ar
2 1 O IEE WO e F1 A g—
ATE 97 FIEMI 7 394 AT FIIT
#1, 4 2 ar 39 a=4i 37 fpard
gi—3 7T 7 faedy & 1| 99 w_wW
Y woere 7 fedt s g
afafeai #7 @ra=aEr 7 & 21 o9
wq Tz 18 w9 I 47 7% 28 TH
gr wE 2| v fageaT T 18 0FT
# a9 am arr fEa——t awear
g @ o7 Waw W 18 UFE W &q
S T qowT & 5 G T 2 TEE
afFs €1 Z afFr 10 0Fe-5 0FF
qr Y UFE § A9 A A1 g Ei—
w1 7 e waa 121 #1 gfafedy ar
FTAT W 98T T4 ¢ T 18 UFS
¥ & FAT AT A7 IHG FH G AfAA
qrert feam e wHe e F T,
foraaY #raa 25 9T @ g WK

| TR ZAE AT & 50 FAT A

fof 8wz wEn 37 # g
grzar £ 5+ 7z fram wdfemm
T TEARTA T2 TgaT g, #4798 fFa
39T FT TEAATA FL HEAT § HIT W



103 Re ensuring
remunerative

| =it FeT ara T1a]

az fram &dez I T STEAN
FT qFar g 7w femm w0 A
Aot 77 & fair 105 v e & 739
310 w79 fogeer 37 927 & | & g0
Z & = "3 9T Fgg gy Arfen
qifeariz & sfzw | wwifar wfyaa w
Y 79 WAt o7 93 w7 fa=re wow
=i 1

o fawefy feam woq @t 7
TEWTA FYET 1 99 15 WA gM-
qraz & feera & faorelt faadfy & 1 afx
guftfar, & f sl arza &, fasreft
FT TEAATA FGT AT IAHT A 15 TR
gy & fgamm @ faseft 1 10
Avar sy S arer e W—arg
T 15 a7 zqads F1 T w7 T
12 ¥fA——38 15 & FEYET F
feema & fasreft & 27 37 qFT | zwEy
qTEw & AT Swgfaar awa g w y
24 92 Y fawefy &1 wewTA F4T A
37g qt 15 wox gEvET F fgara ¥
faweft & a3 9% | afy =t
FIE TATT AT IHAT qEA 219 T et
A arft A afr w A& Fan
A FaFt 7ET 2w q7 fasret £ soefr |
# wgar e g i ‘aow apn’ Hifa
wa a% g wferme qd ol
T TF WHAT AT TATHAATEL THTA A
AT qEN A1 AT | FHTE HEong
g21q fag oft 7 a1 weary war 2 47
3w & zar & fr s 3fa o st
FANT & ITHT UCNIFT FEAT AN,
star ey w1 A &, SFWETEEr FT IAW
&1 Fggamfa oft, 99 % ohr e
TIENS FT THAFLT T AL FAW,
T AT TACHT TAT WA FA A AGS
it a7 aF fegmw & framr v
Y 3 & v 7E faar ey )

Fuw aE ¥ 39§ whdvw 7 a2
geama fpr av fe g w3 o At

[RAJYA SABHA]

Prices for agricultural 104
produce etc.

faat &1 wefraso fear s
afer sefy @ Y et 1 o
Tal frar war g 1 ol w7 aformm 77
& Y foesr faat =Y foe arfast
Y ST wiew gE gww AT w0
FHF-GHF aga feart 4 133 97 qeinfa
HEATT FT TEAFTT T F0A F0 A
¥ qw § wiifs SR FET b w
TATHE &1 @T § AT AWTH AT F
TEA F FrT wewTe A o1 Afa et
fo gnfr 389 3 wraar g2 1 arfom
q9T @ § | K AT AT WA Har
e B Y wg FAr oy g
Tt & wdfta s g g froafe
FEAL F wE F waw O AT FOR
ST Y & A I|Y Gger 7 Ay et AT
AT F7AT g wWe foe e
fergeam o T #1 7 9 FOT T
FT G uFgaesr faaar & g9% fao
fFaTal 1 wedr Frwa 0 Sohr, TwT
g &7 g0 ) A wwwar g frome
AL W F el w1 I IO 9T
faa wewr fr s &1 7 &t I
F AT W 28 A1 FUT FT GG
A FHT G § AT IT F § 7
qqq AW FT ARBET AT IAE
Fr fawrr ¢ @wa & 159 9T W
T Faaafmr ¥ afew afa 7 o
ufFauTelt T ¥ G F IHT gFA & |
SHRIMATI HAMIDA HABIBULLAH
(Uttar Pradesh) : Mr. Deputy Chairman, I
thank you for giving me the opportunity to

make my maiden speech before this august
House.

While supporting the Resolution of Shri
Indradeep Sinha, to a great extent, because it
states the basic facts of life precisely and
draws attention to the very fountain of our
economic structure—that is to say, agricultural
production and the remuneration therefrom—I
actually feel that he could have made a
stronger case, had he made constructive
suggestions drawn from the very fine set of
statistics and factual statements with which he
regaled us, rather than spending time in giving
us a long lecture on Marxism.
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The hon. proposer's stress on the fact that in
March, 1976 the prices of food articles had
fallen by 15 per cent, with positively a
startling recession in grains, cereals, pulses,
vegetables and edible oil, in contrast to the rise
in the prices of industrial goods and energy,
power, light and lubricants, which rose in
complete disproportion is a thing which must
be faced squarely as a complete distortion of
thg whole economic pattern of our country-
side.

Shri Sinha's vivid contrast on the one hand
of costs of agriculture arid cultivation inputs
which had gone up by 48 per cent since 1971
pushing the cost of living of a peasant which
had also gone up by 42 per cent and
comparing it to a really marginal increase in
the price of his produce, vividly highlights the
predicament faced by the poor peasant.

Whiie we welcome the increased cost of
labour, "it is obvious that this cost must be
reflected in the wholesale prices. I am not
aware of this having been done or having
received enough attention. Everybody is more
than aware of the fact that State Governments
have increased land revenue, taxes, cost of
electricity and water rates by double and even
treble. They have even placed a high cess on
commercial crops. We know well that
inflation and deflation are primarily dependent
on the cost of food materials.

Sir, we also know that any increase of the
taxation burden, whether direct or indirect,
reflects on the small farmer, because the
ability of an individual to feed himself and his
family is the primary need of an individual.

In a country where 75 per cent of the
population is dependent on income directly or
indirectly based on earnings derivable from
agriculture, the cost of everything else is
bound to stem from the agricultural income. If
therefore the cost of ordinary consumer goods
needed by the peasants produced by the
industries of this country rises even by a few
per cent while the costs of agriailtural products
go down, the cumulative and depressing effect
over a large number of people of this country
is bound to be disastrous. I will not deny that
the state of the people in the rural areas is
better today than it was thirty years ago. But
the rise of the Indian capitalist out of all
proportions to the improvement of the
standard of the small peasant is a pointer to a
dangerous situation—that is, accumulation of
wealth in a few hands—and 1s, in fact, a denial
of our lippes of social improvement and social
justice.

Sir, it will be interesting to know what is
meant by the honourable Member when he
says that a remunerative price for agricultural
produce should be fixed. With the
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size of holdings ranging from \ms than half an
acre to 18 acres, what price is remunerative for
whom ? What is the standard of necessity for
individuals within this spectrum ? There 1s no
doubt that over 50 per cent of the cultivators
can scarcely produce enough to generate a
surplus beyond their very minimum needs.
They then have to sell to a middleman. It is
these middlemen who, merely because they
can manipulate and also generate enough
finances, glean enormous profits, while the
producer because of his inability to hold on to
his produce because of acute need for money,
is entirely at the mercy of these individuals. I
am not referring to big farmers, because these
are a dwindling species as the 20-point
programme picks up momentum.

As things are, it is the middleman who
controls the money. He depresses the prices at
the time of harvest, lowering them to the
minimum. He then raises the prices to
fantastic heights when the market is entirely at
his mercy. The example this year of the glut in
groundnut and then the rise in the price of
vanaspati to exorbitant proportions is typical
of the manipulative power of the middleman.

Sir, at this stage of the discussion, the
solution of the problems seems obvious, if the
hon. Minister will take courage in both hands
and face the complex problem squarely.

farefY T TaT 21T 2 AEIHT & @2 F7
AFIAT & AT 79 T qrlee & T & 1
The solution of the problem of proper
remuneration of all agricultural produce lies
firstly in complete elimination of the
middleman. Those who have made a good
thing out of food products, cereals and other
agricultural produce for centuries must now be
prepared to be liquidated and take to other

professions just as the zamindari class has had
to alter its traditional livelihood methods.

Direct procurement and distribution systems
are very necessary. The Food Corporation of
India and other governmental systems have
proved to be ineffective and inadequate,
because they are an extension of bureaucracy,
divorced from concern to help the people. In
fact, the best solution possible is that there
should be agro-centres established at every
block which will supply fertilizer, grain and
irrigation and cultivating equipment at such a
cheap rati that it is sufficient to maintain these
organisations at a little more than no-cost
basis On no account should they be maximun
profit-oriented. Some agencies whicf should
consist of the local population, witl the
popular support of the local peasantry should
be responsible for collection o
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every grain of surplus which the producers
wish to sell. A price should be so fixed that
the cost of modern cultivation is ensured
leaving enough per acre of production for the
peasant to be able to improve and maintain his
technique.

Napoleon once said that "an army marches
on its stomach". What we should realise is that
a nation lives on its stomach. Therefore, it is
important that by cutting out the middlemen,
the nation should be not only the collector but
the distributor of its own food. Societies and
groups of producers drawn from the rural
peasantry and their close city associates should
be in charge of the distribution system through
popular public agencies. If an army has to live
on its stomach, is it not logical that the people
of our country should not have to look over
their shoulders for food but that the food
should come forward to them wherever they
are ? This should be the guiding principle of
the distribution system.

Every mohalia and every village should
have food easily supplied to them,, food that
has been collected through block, city and
district centres. It should constitute both fresh
rations and cereals which have been well
stored in good store-houses and cold storages.

To summarise then, the means of production
should be made available to every peasant at
the cheapest and easiest rates. His produce
should be collected and distributed by
agencies of the people and not purely of
officials.

The cost of electricity, water, fertilizer and
seed should be kept at the minimum, as near
as possible to the level of no proﬁt and no
loss. Only thus can we serve the people and
fulfill the spirit of the 20-point programme.

Only yesterday our Prime Minister has
again stated quite clearly that there must be a
proper balance In the implementation of the
20-point programme. The imbalances in our
rural economy have been mainly responsible
for our imbalance between city and village
leading to the poverty of the peasantry and the
over-prosperity of the entrepreneurs.

Sir, I am quite confident that In the present
atmosphere of hope and the cooperative mood
of the people, if our competent and far-sighted
Government could bring about a complete
transformation not only in the agricultural
pattern hut in the cost of inputs, collection and
distribution, with broad participation of the
people and bring about a change from top to
bottom in depth, then there is every indication
lhat by changing the pattern of village
economy, we can achieve our cherished
goal of
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garibi hatao. Therefore, while supporting this
Resolution, I would like to conclude by saying
in all humility and with a note of

courage :

“ﬁ'ﬁtwﬁwmwmaﬁgﬁ
- SR S

Z qAHA A AT ZO0 g7
Fgt frz smom

o %1% Fq7 AT gIRw s
7 g g v

Once again, 1 thank you.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : The House
stands adjourned till 2.45 p.M.

The House then adjourned for
Iunch at six minutes past one of the
clock.

The House reassembled after lunch at forty-
seven minutes past two of the clock, Mr.
Deputy Chairman in the Chair.

RESOLUTION RE. ENSURING REMU-
NERATIVE PRICES FOR AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCE AND MAINTAINING
PARITY IN PRICES BETWEEN
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE AND
INDUSTRIAL GOODS— Contd.
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