
103            Discussion re. working of    [ RAJYA SABHA ]    Min. of External Afjairs     io  104 

[ Secretary-General] 
(Special Courts) Bill, 1976 as passed by 
Lok Sabha at its sitting held on the 20th 
May, 1976." 

Sir, I lay a copy each of the Bills on the 
Table. 

DISCUSSION ON THE WORKING 
OFTHE     MINISTRY     OF     

EXTERNALAFFAIRS 

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA (West 
Bengal): Sir, we are happy that this 
debate gives us an opportunity to 
discuss the present international situa 
tion and also to consider the tasks 
that face us. A very significant im 
provement in the international situa 
tion has, undoubtedly, taken place in 
the recent period. Big steps have been 
in the direction of mankind's cheris 
hed desire for peaceful co-existence, 
the principles for which we in India 
have always been striving. The suc 
cessful conclusion of the all European 
Conference on security and co-opera 
tion held in Helsinki last year, has 
produced the final act of that confere 
nce which embodies the principles of 
peaceful co-existence more or less 
on the lines on which we had operated 
some years ago our great and 
unforgettable Panchsheel. This de 
velopment itself is a landmark 
in the      growing     climate       of 
detente. Improvement in the international 
situation and detente have vastly and greatly 
limited the possibilities of aggressive action 
by imperialism and, at the same time, given a 
tremendous fillip to the forces of national 
liberation, the forces fighting imperialism and 
neo-colonialism including those in the third 
w^orld countries like ours. Therefore, trie 
detente or the climate of detente has a very 
direct bearing on the developments in the third 
world countries as, indeed, on all other forces 
striving for peaceful co-existence and for in-
ternational co-operation for the happiness and 
well-being    of    mankind. 

The steady victory of the Vietnamese people 
T is been a major contribution 

to bring.ng about this change in the situation. 
Today, Sir, we are all happy that the great 
Vietnamese people are on the threshold of the 
unification of their country and there will 
emerge on unification, in a matter of weeks, 
the Socialist State of more than forty-three 
million people On the Asian soil which had 
displayed such J courage and heroism that 
mankind will always be grateful to ithem. 
Vietnam's independence and the triumph of 
the Vietnamese people has been at the same 
time, a great factor in reshaping the world in 
the direction in which we would all like it to 
be. We are happy, only last week Madam Binh 
came to this city to be received by this 
Government as not only an Ambassador or a 
representative of the Republic of South Viet-
nam but she came as a victorious envoy of 
national liberation. And we received her as 
such. I mustj express my satisfaction at the 
sentiments which Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi and the Minister for External Affairs, 
Mr. Chavan, expressed to her. They 
symobolize the spirit in which the relations 
between our country and Viet Nam should, in 
the coming days, develop. Sir, we have every 
confidence that the fine and excellent 
sentiments of friendship and co-operation that 
were exchanged last week here in our Capital 
would be translated into tangible action, 
political, economic and otherwise for 
cementing the traditional friendship 75etween 
the Indian and Vietnamese people. Sir, in Asia, 
it is of utmost importance for the Asian people 
and for people all over the world striving for 
peace that these two countries, India and Viet 
Nam, should develop, to the utmost possible 
extent, their friendship and co-operation for 
the cause of humanity. Sir, here again, another 
very important development has taken place. 
This is the triumph or victory of the Angolan 
people under the MPLA. This victory is 
significant not merely due to the fact that 
another African country has own its 
independence, but it has also dealt a blow to 
the interventionist forces of the United States 
of Ameri- 
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ca, the racist regime of South Africa, as well as, 
I say, to my eternal shame, the forces that were 
sent by Peking to help the counter-revolutionary 
and treacherous forces in Angola. In this 
connection we cannot but pay a very high 
tribute to the manner in which ^ the Soviet and 
other socialist countries—notably, I should 
mention in this connection, Cuba had rendered 
assistance to the oppressed Angolan people, 
despite constant threats by Mr. Kissinger and 
his allies. Mozambique has also won its 
freedom. 

 If we leave this region and come to Europe, 
we find that there have been other 
developments also. The recent elections in 
Portugal have shown that the Portuguese people 
have not onlv "^buried fascism, but they also 
want to shift to the left and the conditions have 
been created. If only the Socialist Party behaves 
properly and gives up its anti-communist 
stance, it would enable the establishment of an 
alternative Government in which the socialists 
and the .corr.munmts could play an important 
rcle despite the threats of Mr. Kissinger and 
other interventionist forces. 

Here again, we find that in Europe, '-
although detente is very dominant, certain other 
factors are operating. There are certain other 
forces which are trying to interfere with 
detente. This is reflected, to some extent, in the 
postures of the Government of the Federal 
Republic of Germany, namely, the Bonn 
regime. 

We know very well that another factor 
which is causing us worry is the Cyprus 
problem. This problem should have been 
solved long ago. But the imperialists would 
not like the solution of this problem. On the 
contrary, they would like to create tension 
there and retain it as a tension spot  so   that  
they  could operate 

from there against detente and peace in the 
world. 

Imperialism is in a crisis today, 
economically, politically and morally-in every 
way, imperialism ig in a crisis. It has suffered 
military reverses, it has suffered political 
defeats and it has been in a gripping crisis, 
economic and otherwise. We see the cultural 
degradation of the forces that imperialism 
represents today. It has given confidence to 
the people who are fighting imperialism. All 
the more so, when the anti-imperialist forces 
are getting united and, above all, when the 
countries of tfie socialist community, with the 
Soviet Union at the head, the making 
tremendous progress, as has been revealed at 
the 25th Congress of the Communist Party of 
the Soviet Union and the Party Congresses of 
Bulgaria, the German Democratic Republic 
and Czechoslovakia. Therefore, Sir, this 
strengthening of tlhe position of t,he socialist 
community directly helps the national 
liberation forces undermines the forces of 
imperialism and neocolonialism, the forces 
that stand for aggression and the forces with 
coloni-alistic   and  neo-colonialistic   trends. 

Sir, in bringing about this favourable 
situation India has played an important part. 
Whereas we should not exaggerate what we 
have done, yet it is to be admitted that the part 
that our country has played has indeed been a 
notable one. No wonder. Sir, Comrade 
Brezhnev recognised tlhe role India played at 
the 25th Congress of the Soviet Union which I 
attended as a member of the delegation of our 
party. There, Sir, special words of praise were 
reserved for our great country from the leader 
of a friendly country. He said in the Report °f 
^e Central Committee to the Congressi:— 

"Tb   begin   witih,   a   few      words 
about   our  many-sided  co-operation 



                 1 07   Discussion re. working of    [ RAJYA SABHA ]    Min. of External Affairs   108 

[SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA.] with India. We 
attach special importance to friendship with 
that great country. In the past nve years Soviet-
Indian relations have risen to a new level. Our 
countries have concluded a treaty of peace, 
friendship and co-operation. And even this 
short period has clearly shown its tremendous 
significance for our bilateral ties and its role 
as a stabilising factor in South Asia and the 
continent as a whole. 

Close political and economic co-
operation with the Republic of India is our 
constant policy. Soviet people appreciate 
and, more, are in solidarity with India's 
peace-loving foreign policy and the cour-
ageous efforts of her progressive forces to 
solve the country's difficult socio-economic 
problems. We wish the people and 
government of India complete success in 
these efforts." 

Such are the words of friendship and sincerity 
coming from Comrade Brezhnev, the leader of 
the great country, Soviet Union. Sir, I mention 
this because Indo-Soviet friendship and co-
operation is no longer a bilateral proposition; 
it has a wider international significance in 
strengthening the forces of peace all over the 
•world—in all continents—ar.d creating the 
climate of still greater struggle against the 
forces of imprialism. Therefore, we are 
legitimately proud to say that we in ,/ndia too 
have played an important part in bringing 
about the change in the international situation 
by our policy of peace and non-alignment 
which has been assailed from these benches 
year after year. 

Sir, we cannot but mention, in this 
connection the historic contribution •made by 
the Peace Programme of the 24th Congress of 
the Soviet Union which, at its recent 25ti"> 
Congress has proclaimed will be carried 
forward into a «till more gigantic peace in-
itiative and efforts for the prosperity and 
peace of mankind. Sir, our task 

is to march in step with the Soviet Union and 
the countries as good and loyal friends—
indsed we are so. —so that we can reach the 
common goal of durable peace on our planet 
and, if possible, n our life time; and that is a 
possibility today. 

Sir.Europe has been hot bed of 
war all the time but today the domin 
ant trend there is not cold war but 
detente. . Realities of the last World 
War oad been recognised by the Wes 
tern powers and conditions had been 
created for peaceful co-operation bet 
ween the East and the West 
and in the conditions of detente 
some steps are being taken. At the 
same time, we must be vigilant be 
cause there are aggresive forces 
which are interested in destroying 
detejnte. Hostile propaganda is be-J 
ing conducted from West Germany 
and other Western countries against 
the Soviet Union. They want to drown 
the spirit of detente in a shameful 
and vicious anti-Soviet campaign 
which is sometimes echoed in the 
monopoly Press in our country— 
censor or no censor. They are main 
taining points of tension also. What 
is note-worthy and somewhat distur 
bing in this connection is that Dr. 
Kissinger is directly threatening 
to interfere      in      the      internal 
affairs of France and Italay. He had made it 
known by public statements that he would not 
like the Italian people to accept the participa-
tion of the Communist Part of Italy in the 
government of Italy. The Italian Government 
itself—and the Government leader—says that 
nothing in Italy can be solved by this dis-
counting of the Communist Party of Italy 
because it 'has not only obtained 33 to 34 per 
cent of the votes of the Italian people, but it is 
also a mighty, powerful, influential force in 
the Italian life, especially among the Italian 
working class. Mr. Kissinger is similarly 
intervening in Portugal and in France with 
similar threats to them saying that changes of 
Governments or formation of Governments in 
European countries must be determin- 
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ed by the gentlemen in Washington. Sir, we 
should come our in forthright condemnation 
of such blatant interference in the internal 
affairs of other countries because such a 
development will strengthen the forces of 
peace and undermine the position of the dying 
imperialism in the region. 

Sir,   the  Arab      liberation      forces are    
making     great     advances     today,      but      
at      the      same      time Mr. Kissinger is at 
pains, by his so-called  policy  of step by step 
settlement  of  the   disputes  between     the 
Israel and Arab nations, to divide the Arab 
people.    And, Sir    at the same time, in  Cairo 
we find unfortunately Nasser's spirit      being      
undermined. anti-Soviet  Unionism  being     
revived and  concessions  are  being  given    to 
Americans, and new agreements are to be 
signed with U.S. imperialism with friendship  
to  West   German  Imperialism to arm the 
Egypt from their point of view. These negative 
developments in Egypt are most tragic. We all 
feel sorry at   heart.  The  Egyptian  people are 
our traditional friends, and such negative  
developments      cannot     but cause us 
extreme    pain and    despair. We do    hope 
that      sooner or     later Egypt     will     be    
back to the    rails of      Nasser    and      
Nasserism      shall be        the       
unconquerable       spirit guiding     the      
people of that     land of the Nile into their 
great      destiny, playing their heroic and 
leading role in  shaping not  only the  destinies 
of West Asia, but also of tihe entire region.   
Sir  there,  in  that  region,  the USA is 
supplying arms to Israel Arms worth 4 million 
dollars, i.e. 4,000 million dollars,  have  
already been  supplied to them.    They are also 
arming Saudi Arabia  which  up to this year tip 
to  now has received aims worth 3 3 billion 
dolars i.e 3,300 million dollars, compared to 
about 3 billion dollars only 7 years ago. Sir. 
the continued occupation of the Arab territory 
is another source of danger, and equally the 
denial    of    national liberation rights to  the 
Palestinian Arabs who must have a right to 
form their own State.    Therefore, I say that 
the so-called step by step diplomacy, or shut- 

tle diplomacy, or step by .step solution is no 
solution at all the problems in West Asia 
where 50 per cent of the arms supplied to the 
developing countries are being dumped 
mostly by the United States America, with a 
view to keeping tension there and preventing 
the Arab people from gaining their rights and 
also re-occupying the territories which have 
been occupied by Israel through wars of 
aggression. Sir, about 90 per cent cf the 
territory in Sinai still remains under the 
occupation of the Israeli aggressive forces, in 
addition to the Golan Heights, and Qha?a 
Strip on the West Bank These are all facts. I 
hope the Indian Government will take still 
bolder steps to support the Arab people to gain 
their rights and also get back the territories 
which had been taken away from them. 

Coming to our own region, Sir, we are very 
happy that only last week a settlement had 
been arrived at at Islamabad between India 
and Pakistan at the official level. May I, Sir, 
take this opportunity to congratulate our 
officials who have shown excellent wisdom in 
arriving at the settlement in this manner? 
Equally, Sir, I must congratulate the Prime 
Minister of India and also Mr. Bhutto, in spite 
of all my criticism against him in other 
matters, for the plain realism due to which 
this settlement could be arrived at. Still there 
are some 1 P.M. people who say that the Simla 
spirit is dead. The Simla spirit can never die 
so long as the spirit of friendship and co-
operation, urges and aspirations lives in the 
hearts and minds of millions of people on this 
side of the border and on the other side— the 
Indian people and the people of Pakistan. The 
Simla spirit must be made a way of life. And 
this agreement shows that within tne 
framework of this spirit and according to the 
principle of pursuing the course of bilater 
alism we can solve all our pro-bilateralism we 
can solve all our problems    I    think     
follow-up     actions 
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will be taken one after another with 
generosity and magnanimity, with realism and 
wit ha sense of confidence, so that we start 
writing on a clear slate, and a new leaf must 
be turned in Indo-Pak relations. Let us 
completely forget the past—We cannot forget 
the past perhaps historically—tout in the 
making of the future well, let bygones be 
bygones And here is an occasion for us to 
take confidence from what we have achieved 
at Islamabad. 

Unfortunately, I cannot say so about the 
Bangladesh developments. There again, 
certain negative developments are taking 
place following the tragedy of last year. 
There, the anti-Indian forces are gaining the 
upper hand. Unfortunately, it seems that the 
regime led by Ziaur Rehman is trying to con-
solidate itself by rallying on the communal 
forces like the Muslim League and the Jamait 
and also Peking-ites of all varieties and hues 
have been used in order to build up his 
position. The result is, of course, instability. 
But what concerns us, the neighbouring 
country, is the most vicious virio-lic anti-
Indian campaign. Lately, Farakka has been 
utilised and exploited whereas we stand for a 
realistic solution. And I welcome Mr. 
Chavan's statement in the Lok Sabha some 
time back, and that provides the basis for the 
solution of the Farakka and Ganga water 
problem. Unfortunately, this is exploited by 
the anti-Indian forces and behind them there 
is the backing of the USA. I do hope that we 
shall pursue our course of good neighbour-
liness towards Bangladesh. We shall extend 
our hand of friendship and cooperation, and 
we shall not be readily provoked by them. We 
wish them well. And we, as private Members 
from this side of the House, never hide our 
sympathies for the progressive, democratic 
and secular forces in Bangladesh who are our 
friends And today we remember those friends 
who are persecuted, who are being killed, 
who are being harassed and hunted out by 
those hooligans who have been let loose in 
Bangladesh today, and this is something 
which not only disturbs 

Ihe future of Bangladesh, spells ruin 
to them but also threatens the peace 
and security of this region. Yes, we 
must have our composure and courage 
and stand -------  

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : Will you 
take more time? 

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA : Another half 
an hour. 

Sir, we should make a start. By and large I 
am happly that the Government of India is 
pursuing a very correct course. I would urge 
upon them to maintain that position. And Mr. 
Chavan deserves a word of congratulation in 
this connection also. 

Sir, here again, I must say with reference to 
Bangladesh that the removal of that 
Minister—he is .exiled or he has left the 
country—is a good step. But frevn that, let us 
not conclude that the character of the 
Government has changed. He was aggressive, 
he"~was ami-India, he was the rallying point 
for the worst reactionary forces there. And he 
even was instrumental in bringing back the 
Mujeeb killers. But now they have left the 
country along with him. But even with this the 
basic situation has not changed basic. 
Therefore, with all our friendliness towards 
Bangladesh, we haVe to remain vigilant. We 
wish them well. But it is a matter for the 
people of Bangladesh to settle. It is for them 
to settle. We seek no interference or 
intervention at all. It is lying propaganda 
against us by the enemies of our country that 
India, wants tension, that India wants to 
intefere in the internal affairs of Bangladesh 
The internal affairs of Bangladesh are such 
that they cannot but arotffie the interest of the 
whole world and at the same time, they cannot 
but lead the people of Bangladesh to-day or 
tomorrow or the day after to rise against what 
is wrong, that is to say, the conspiratorial bid, 
the continuous bid to destroy the last traces of 
the Mujib tradition. 
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Now I come to our relations     with 
China. I think a few observations are 
called for. As far as we are concern 
ed^ Sir, we stand for normalisation of 
relations with neighbours. Indeed, we 
as part  of the international Commu 
nist movement,  stand for    relaxation 
of international  tension,  international 
ferj-opjration and  hence  normalisation 
of relations between countries on the 
basis of the principles of peaceful co 
existence, despite their adherence    to 
different systems. We would like     it 
to happen but the question is:   Would 
it be possible?  Because normalisation 
of relations  is  something which can 
not readily achieved by merely      ex 
changing Ambassadors. They may send 
an Ambassador here or you may send 
an Ambassador there. But that    does 
not mean that relations are normali 
sed.      That must be based on certain 
policy changes. But there is no indi- 
. ^cation  in  China,  for  all that  is hap 
pening in that S ate,    that there     is 
going to be such   policy change. Their 
big power  ambitions  are     coming in 
the way of normalisation of relations 
between India and China. We      have 
not  departed  from  the principles    of 
Panch Sheet   It is China who assassi 
nated the principles of   Panch   Sheel 
Our State makes no territorial claims. 
It  is China who has made territorial 
claims running into tens of thousands 
of square miles against most of     the 
neighbours. It is China who is suppor 
ting the NATO. It is China who sup- 
1 ted the Chilean Fascist Junta and 
even sent its experts to Angola      to 
side  with   the   Americans   and   others 
and  help  the  counter-revolutionaries. 
How can we normalise relations with 
such countries?  China wants the pre 
sence of the US forces in the Pacific 
Ocean.  In  fact,  China  is     supporting 
the new doc'rine of Gerald Ford, the 
new Pacific Doctrine which wants to 
perpetuate tension in Korea by main 
taining the US troops in      aggressive 
posture in South Korea.   Anti-Soviet- 
ism is the sheen-anchor of the Chinese 
foreign policy.   iK'o matter what Rap- 
pens,  no  matter  how      things ~~ got 
their main policy is      anti-Sovietism. 
They seek international relations    on 
the basis of      anti-Sovietism. 

That     is     why     we       find       that our  
Rightist  friends    in  the      country seemed to 
be quite happy    when the announcement was    
made     that normal diplomatic      relations at    
ihe ambassadorial  level    would  be      res-
tored. Sir, we hope China will return to the path 
of Panch Sheel. As a me-ber of the Communist 
movement, we have always appealed to China 
to w turn to the policy of peaceful co-exis 
tence, and at other levels, to the positions of 
Marxism and Leninism.  But I  am not now  
concerned  with      the ideological part of it.     
I am concerned with the aspect of it which 
relates to' international relations. It is    possible 
for China, if she so desires, to establish 
relations with all the countries, in-cuding India, 
on the basis of peaceful co-existence. The road 
is open to them. We have kept the road open   
always. But unfortunately      so long as      the 
present  Chinese  policy  of  big  power 
chauvinism, of big power ambition, of anti-
Sovietism and of support to the reactionary   
regimes   in     Chile    and Angola and other 
places and of   support  to   American  
imperialism   continues,  how can you develop  
relations with  China?   I     cannot      
understand. Sir, the Indian Ocean is a major 
problem   today with  the establishment of a 
military base in Diego Garcia.    Sir, here again 
China supports the establishment of a military 
base in Diego Garcia. Sir   I do not    want to      
say many  things.  Only  in  conclusion      I 
would like to make a few suggestions for the 
hon. Minister to consider. The first thing for us 
to   do   is    tc extend and deepen detente and 
make it     irreversible.      And, Sir, that should 
be our policy and I am sure that the Go-
vernment is doing it and I am not saying that 
the Government is not doing it. I am 
mentioning it now because we are participating 
in a debate of this kind. Sir, we are seeing how 
the imperialists  are trying to    destroy    the 
principle of detente. Of course,      that is going 
to be a superficial and a temporary thing. We 
know that Dr. Kissinger had put out a threat, 
the threat of using nuclear weapons on a regio-
nal basis. Twice he has repeated the threat 
against the African people and he has 
threatened us also and every- 
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body knows it. We also know that there is the 
threat of destabilisation which has been in 
operation for some years and he has added a 
new threap the threat of regional use of 
nuclear weapons. How then, Sir, can we think 
pf having any decent human relations with the 
United States of America particularly when, at 
the UNCTAD Conference recently, they came 
out with their sinister proposal in support of 
neo-colonialism and exploitation and plunder 
and rejected the Manila Declaration to which 
Mr. Chavan had been a very powerful party? 
How can it happen? Now, that chapter is 
there. Therefore, the principle of detente, in 
order to be made into an irreversible one, 
must be matched and backed by military 
detente. Sir, I am very happy that the 
Government has done something for the cause 
of peace and for ending the arms race and 
there should be a dialogue with the people all 
over the world at public level who are ready 
to strive for ending the arms race and I am 
very happy that the Government of India has 
given support to the Stockholm talks and I 
congratulate the Government for its support to 
fhis. 

Then, Sir, as for the spending of about three 
hundred billion dollars on armaments today, it 
is more than the total combined income of the 
dev veloping countries of Asia and Africa and 
the United States has now, in its latest budget, 
allocated another 112 billion dollars, an all-
time peak figure, for military preparations 
whereas, in the Soviet Union, the military 
expenditure is being reduced. Further, the 
Soviet Union has also proposed to the United 
Nations that there should be a ten per cent cut 
by the permanent members there on their 
military budget so that the funds could be 
diverted for developmental purposes. Sir, I 
think this proposal deserves the support of the 
Government  of India. 

Now. Sir, I am coming to the las: point 
which is about the third world coun ries. The 
third world countries play an important role 
and Comrade 

Brezhnev has commended the great role played 
by the third world countries in this world and, 
in this connection, I would like to say that there 
is a special word of praise for our own coun.ry, 
India, and we are no doubt, very happy to be 
praised by all the peace-loving forces. But this 
puts on us a very great responsibility also. We 
must strive for establishing that economic order 
which was declared, which was proclaimed 
three years ago in the summit conference. Now, 
another summit conference is going to take 
place in Colombo in August this year, Sir, and 
about this Fifth Non-Aligned Nations' Summit, 
I would like to make one or two observations 
here. This is going to be a very great event. 
There are forces in our country today and there 
are forces in the world which are trying to dis- * 
tort the non-aligned movement ancT there are 
elements which are by no means interested in 
.non-alignment and which do not understand it 
or do not like to see it succeed, and these forces 
and elements are trying to penetrate into the 
ranks of the non-aligned forces arid -I think 
Peking is trying to interfere in this matter and 
wants to see that this summit does noi 
materialise. As far as the United States is 
concerned, everybody knows that it would be 
interested in this. Sir, we are disturbed to learn 
that some countries—I would not like to name 
them here—are now coming together somehow 
or other only to distort the Colombo non-
aligned summit which is to take place in 
August this year. But we must make it a 
success. For that two things are very important. 
First of all, the co-operation between the non-
aligned nations themselves, on the basis of anti-
imperialism and anti-neo-colonialism, must be 
there and :here should not be any vacillation in 
this. We do not like the manner in which the 
Commerce Minister made his initial speech at 
the UNCTAD Conference recently in Nairobi 
where he forgot the Manila Declaration  and  
prepared   the    inte- 
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grated commodity programme and acted as if 
he was the wise man from ihe East. That is 
not necessary. Mr. Chavan and others have 
been a party to the Manila Agreement, Manila 
Daclaration, and the UNCTAD Secretariat 
proposal of an integrated commodi'.y 
programme was a common commitment by all 
of us, Our task is to implement it. Therefore, I 
say, at the Non-Aligned Conference it is very 
very necessary that India, Sri Lanka and 
others should co-operate to strengthen the co-
operation among the non-aligned countries. 

Another important     factory,      and that  is  
being attacked     by Kissinger and   others,   
and     Peking  in    particular,   is  the  co-
operation     between non-aligned     nations  
and  the  Soviet Union   and   other   countries   
of     the socialist     community.     Sir,  can     
we imagine ^ the  great  advance    of  the non-
alignment  movement  apart from our     
strength, our     anti-imperialism, anti-neo-
colonialism,   our  mutual  cooperation,   
bilateral  or  multi-national co-operation in the 
third world,    on the one hand, and on the other     
the co-operation   of   the      third       world 
countries with the Soviet Union    and other  
countries  of the socialist community?    No   
wonder,    Sir,   in    our country the anti-Soviet 
campaign      is being carried on by some 
sections of the Press    just  on  the  eve  of    
this Conference.  Sir.  I mention this non-
aligned    summit  at   length,    because India  
is    expected  to play  a    great part. Non-
alignment must remain    a movement.     There  
must    not   be  an attempt    to  institutionalise    
it    in  a particular manner by setting up this or  
that    kind of  organisational     arrangement.     
Sir, __ it is not    perhaps wise.  What    we are 
insisting    on to strengthen      non-alignment      
as      a movement, is to strengthen it as    an 
anti-imperialist  and  anti-neo-colonial position. 

There   remains  pending the  implementation   
of   the   Algliers   Economic Programme.  I  
am  sure  that will be •discussed there,  and 
that programme 

I    will be Laken up. Our job, Sir, is to take 
counsel with one another anj go 
ahead. 

In this connection, Sir, the collective efforts 
for Asian security remain. I am not saying that 
everything can be done at the non-aligned 
summit. It can create a climate where similar 
efforts are called for. Viet Nam is our loyal 
friend today. More and more countries are 
taking anti-imperialist positions. Sir, we 
should create a situation, together with the 
peace forces all over the world, for making 
non-alignment a dynamic force, much more 
powerful, and also for making serious efforts 
for establishing and creating a situation when 
we can say that we have also found our way 
to detente, in the form of an effort for the 
security of the Asian region. Sir, that is very, 
very important. 

As far as this Ministry is concerned, I have 
not discussed it. I have some criticism to make 
about this Ministry. But I am not doing so 
today. By and large, I must say, before I sit 
down that India has gone far ahead in the field 
of struggle against imperialism and neo-
colonialism. Our contributions for the cause of 
world peace today, for international detente 
for security and international cooperation for 
the cause of the Asian people, and for the 
cause of national liberation, are more and 
brighter than ever before. This ig a tribute not 
to any individuals or to the Government alone. 
This is a tribute to our great nation, to our 
great tradition of anti-imperialism and anti-
colonialism, to our great culture and 
civilization. And I do hope, today, Sir, that the 
Gavernnyant will carry forward with still 
greater confidence and courage the highest 
traditions of the Indian people and their 
civilization, for the cause of peace, for the 
cause of mankind, and for national liberation. 

Sir, we are on the high road to prosperity in 
the world and durable peace.    But our path 
ig    one    which 
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summons    us  to  great    and  glorious unity 
and struggle. 

I do hope that in all peace efforts, India will 
rise to the occasion, play a still greater part 
and reach a situation in which we can say that 
we are on the threshold of a durable peace 
when war shall be banished from this planet 
and mankind shall be in the condition of an 
ever-lasting peace.   Thank you. 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The House 
stands adjourned till 2.15 P.M. 

The House then adjourned for 
lunch at twenty minutes past one of 
the clock. 

The House reassembled after lunch at 
twenty-one minutes past two of the clock, Mr. 
Deputy Chairman in the Chair. 

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: Sir, with 
apologies to you I want to mention, that when I 
was speaking before lunch you were looking at 
me frequently and just out of nervousness I 
forgot to mention one point and it is this that 
people all over the world are looking forward 
with great confidence and hope- to the Prime 
Minister's forthcoming visit to the Soviet 
Union. It will be a landmark in the history of 
Indo-Soviet relationship as Mr. Brezhnev's was  
about  three  years  ago. 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN; Yes, Shri V. 
B. Raju. 

SHRl V. B. RAJU (Andhra Pradesh): Mr. 
Deputy Chairman, Sir. this House has 
witnessed in the past few years lengthy 
debates on our foreign policy, on our external 
relations and on the world situation obtaining 
from time to time. 

Sir, the world has moved very far in tho Iqs' 
three decades, from the position in which we 
used to explain the world as being a by-polar 
world. From that position We have come to a    
situation   where we     find    many 

centres of power and what the    experts    call   
the    multi-polar    world. What it    might mean 
or    might not mean is a different     thing but     
the world  being    parcelled  between  two big 
powers, that situation is not there. This  is  very  
heartening  and  in  fact this    shows    the   
progress    that   humanity has made from  
confrontation to     conciliation.     Sir,     the     
policies pursued by the Government of India '    
from the very inception of our inde-.    pendence 
reveal a measure of     consistency and also  a 
great measure of I    independence. Whatever 
might    have been    our     internal    situation,    
our economic  situation     or    our    depen-
dence on rich countries for our development  
and   whatever     compulsions had been there 
because of the intransigence     pursued   by     
some   of     our neighbours,    near      
neighbours,    our Government  has  been   able  
to     face boldly and  has established this    fact 
that  the  policy  pursued  by  India  in her  
external    affairs    has  injected  a moral   tone   
in   the   country's   politics This is not a small 
achievement.    We cannot  measure  it  in  
physical  terms but the  impact that our policy     
has left On the so-called    mature    minds of 
the mature nations ha.s   Ibeen very 
considerable  and   significant. 

Sir, to understand our policy we have to 
know our countrymen, we have to know very 
well that this policy is not a party policy. It 
goes to the credit of Pandit Nehru that he has 
built up a tradition in his times with the result 
that our foreign policy could be a national 
policy and I am happy to say that this attitude 
is being maintained and I am also thankful to 
the Opposition parties for having responded 
to this approach. Now, there are many 
features of our policy, there are many 
ingredients of our policy. It is not one single 
item but broadly it could be said to be our 
policy of non-alignment. In fact, this first 
seed that was planted by Pandit Nehru—I 
should put it —in September 1946 has not 
only blo-sommed into a sturdy tree, in the 
words  of a writer,  bearing the fruit 
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of just and equitable relationship between 
nations but over the years it has evolved into 
a way of life among the civilised nations. 
Non-alignment is not neutrality, it has been 
repeatedly said. Non-alignment does not 
mean watching the situation standing on the 
side lines. Now, non-alignment has actually 
evolved itself into a way of life with certain 
nations for a civilised activity. 

Sir, Nehru's concept of combining 
economic growth with social justice on the 
national stage for the domestic requirements 
was, at the beginning, to be accepted as a 
basis for restructuring of economic relations 
between tha developing and the developed 
world. Sir, our foreign policy, particularly our 
emphasis on non-alignment, has shaped 
today, or has contributed, I should say, to the 
foreign approaches or the foreign relations in 
economic content. It is nol merely for power 
relations. It is not for the purpose of balance 
of power and it is not purely for the purpose 
of security but it has gone beyond that and it 
is to provide an economic content to the 
political activity. Now, this again, is no small 
achievement. Whatever may be our internal 
difficulties, to repeat, we shall not actually 
lose ground on this matter particularly. 

Sir, the second aspect or the second feature 
of our foreign policy is the desire to follow 
the Indian tradition that right means should be 
adopted to achieve the desired ends. It is not 
the opportunistic approach that we have been 
making hitherto for this so-called enlightened 
self-interest but we have always been em-
ploying the right means to achieve the desired 
ends. This is another feature of our policy. 

Sir, again, the whole strategy—or you 
might call it a policy—is that we rely more 
upon the negotiating factor rather than a 
threatening approach. Now we have brought 
in a certain measure of sophistication into the 
settlements of the disputes through ne-
gotiations and we have been patiently doing it 
not only with our immediate neighbours but 
actually at the world 

level or the international level. We have been 
advocating this method of negotiation and 
this reveals, as I said earlier, a level of 
maturity. Now, this nation which had a 
tremendous potential as a State—with all 
pride I would say—has become a power. I 
congratulate the Government of India and 
particularly the Prime Minister of the 
country, Shrimati Indira Gandhi, our Foreign 
Minister, Shri Chavanj and the officials of the 
Foreign Ministry and also other Ministries 
which are associated with trade, with 
commerce, with culture. All of them deserve 
congratulations of this House for having 
brought in this sort of approach accepted by 
the world's civilised nations. 

Sir, I have heard very patiently and with 
interest the speech of Shri Bhu-pssh Gupta.    
There is a lot of agreement on the approach.    
But I would also  say that  we shall not,  even 
for the slightest reason, or even for a moment, 
give this impression that we are moving  or we 
are catching hold     of the apron strings of any 
particular power.     It   actually  contributes  to  
the personality of this nation and to our 
independence if both in our thinking and in our 
action we time and again demonstrate   our  
independence,  judging the things on their 
merit and with a sense of objectivity. Now, 
Sir, here when we talk about our foreign 
policy, it  is  always  judged  by  the  achieve-
ments in  our relations with  the immediate 
neighbours.   The most important thing is 
actually the relationship with the neighbours, 
for a big    country like ours.   It is a common 
feature that   small   neighbours   do entertain 
certain    suspicions.    The    success    of this 
great nation depends upon     the confidence it  
could create in the immediate  neighbours  
which  axe  small countries.    That we have      
achieved. Now the relations that we    maintain 
with our immediate neighbours    are very 
much improved.   It will be very significant  to  
recall what we      have achieved in the past 
one decade. Take Sri Lanka and how 
peacefully and satisfactorily we have been 
able to resolve the Kachativu affiair. 
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Then, there is the agreement on the 

question of continental shelf, demarcation of 
the boundary with Indonesia, and Burma and 
the improvement in our relations with 
Bhutan. The relations between India and 
Nepal have also improved tremendously, 
though they v/ere somewhat strained in the 
past. The latest agreement is with Pakistan. 

I am happy to make this observation that 
with Mr. Chavan at the helm of affairs, in the 
External Affairs Ministry, we have been able 
to achieve a big breakthrough and we have 
also been able to bring about a thaw in our 
relations with Pakistan. This has also helped 
remove certain apprehensions in our minds. 

I was trying to follow what Mr. Bhu-pesh 
Gupta was saying about our relations with 
China.    We need not go into their vagaries.    
Whatever be the type of Government they 
have,   whatever be the type of State they have, 
as Mr. Bhupesh Gupta says, we do not go by 
the ideological approach.    Our relations are 
on a   State-to-SJtate   basis. Mr. Chou-En-lai     
was there.   Today, somebody else has come. 
Mr. Mao is also there.    We take note of it.    
We have got affinity for the people of China 
and all avenues must be explored to  improve  
our  relations with  them. Mr.   Bhupesh Gupta 
really cautioned us tha.t we should not lose 
patience in regard to Bangladesh.   I would 
advise the same thing in regard to China also. 
Whatever be tfie type pf     State   and whatever 
be the type of Government, we are friendly to 
everyone.   We have made no secret of it.   We 
do not adopt an ideological approach in 0ur 
relations with other countries.   We do not 
apply the   same   measuring   rod   to   all   the 
countries.    But it does not mean that we dn 
not have an attachment to our principles.   The 
principles are   there. We stand by our 
principles.  Mention has been made about 
colonialism and neo-colonialism. 

In fact, it is the greatness of this country 
that it has identified itself with all the 
freedom movements of     the 

world. We recognised Anglola at the 
appropriate time and helped in bringing about 
stability. The manner in which we conducted 
ourselves in regard to South Vietnam is a 
matter of pride to us. Therefore, let us advise 
our Government that in our attitude towards 
other. Governments, we should maintain the 
same consistent policy, watch the 
developments patiently and take advantage of 
them for improving our relations with other 
countries. I am sure with the passage of time, 
the other Governments, whoever might be at 
the helm of affairs, would see the reason in 
our approach and would come much closer to 
us. Even in regard to the big powers, we are 
not very much worried. We as also want them 
to be friendly towards us- We never took 
objection when the United States of America 
looked friendly towards the Chinese 
Government. They might have objected to our 
soft-pedalling the situation in 1954-55. But we 
did not take any objection when the United 
States of America improved its relations with 
China. We hope Russia would also improve its 
relations with China. We would be too happy 
to help them in this regard. Therefore, this 
policy has got to be emphasised upon. 

We have been able to achieve great success 
through our approach. It has been a good 
strategy to settle our differences through 
bilateral negotiations. This is good. But it is 
not the end of it. Let us look at the world. We 
cannot sit in isolation. The trend in the world 
today is towards regional economic co-
operation. In fact, many of the petty and small 
problems could be easily eclipsed by widening 
the area of co-operation. Today, the other de-
veloping countries look to us, not only for 
their security, but also for succour and 
economic assistance. We shall certainly help 
them. Similarly we need assistance from other 
countries too. Therefore, the idea which the 
Shah of Iran put forth some time ago is 
actually of regional economic co-operation. 
Now there is the EEC which has emerged as 
an economic colossus and we are dealing with 
it now. Now there is the other group, ASEAN, 
in the East though it 
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has not developed in the same manner. Again 
there are other groupings also. The Arab League 
is there for political purposes; we have been 
dealing with them in a friendly way. The 
Organisation of African Unity is there. The-
refore, for political purposes and eco-•JTiomic 
requirements there is regional grouping. The 
configuration we find in the world today is not 
in the nature of the world being divided into two 
compartments but emerging as groups in the 
regions for economic co-operation. 

The future wiH open many avenues of 
prosperity. Now science and technology have 
really brought the nations of the world nearer 
and made the world very small and, therefore, 
from bilateral approach it has come to mul-
tilateral approach. In fact, I can quote an 
instance. Bangladesh, Pakistan and \we sat 
together and tried to solve the problems in the 
sub-continent. Therefore, I am not suggesting 
this particularly to politics. For economic 
requirements also I might suggest a bold and 
forward approach. 

Lastly, Sir, I would like to request the House 
and the Government of India to ta.ke note of the 
larger matter that we have to emphasise in the 
world to see that our aspirations are fulfilled. 
We are all for world peace. But what is 
happening today? When we talk about 
disarmament, we mean that the v big powers 
should not arm themselves beyond a point. But 
it has gone beyond that. They are arming not 
only themselves but are also arming others. 
Supply of weapons has been one of the biggest 
commercial propositions. Even small 
countries—which I do not want to name—are 
collecting weapons beyond their means and 
beyond their requirements. And the manufacture 
of weapons has been a menace to this world. 
Row to face the situation now? Even in the 
neighbourhood—though not the immediate 
neighbourhood— weapons are being dumped by 
exchanging oil. This situation, if allowed to 
continue, may jolt all our high-level thinking at 
a particular point of time. Therefore, we have to 
highlight this point in the region. Particularly the 
recipients  of  the  weapons     must  be 

made conscious of the fact that this is a 
menace so that we shail not dump this region 
with weapons. 

Sir, I have taken much time of the House 
and in the end I would only say that it gives 
us great pleasure to congratulate the 
Government of India and thank the 
Government of India, particularly the Prime 
Minister and the Minister of External Affairs. 

SHRI MAQSOOD ALI KHAN (Kar-
nataka): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, trie way 
our foreign relations are being dealt with is a 
matter of pride for all of us. If emergency has 
brought about a sense of solidarity and a 
healthy economic order within the country, it 
has, in the outer world, given a new 
dimension to our diplomacy with those 
countries who maintained an unfriendly 
attitude towards us. Sir, our recent 
achievement is normalisation of relations 
with Pakistan and China. 

Sir, we remember, in the year 1972 we 
concluded an agreement with Pakistan known 
as the Simla Agreement. It is in consonance 
with the spirit of that Agreement that an 
agreement of greater significance has been 
reached between the two countries. Sir, we 
think at this juncture that Pakistan, having 
realised the logic of the situation and having 
realised that it is not good maintaining 
unfriendly relations with India, will also take 
care to see that this Agreement is 
implemented in its spirit. So with China we 
have concluded talks for the restoration of em-
bassies. Certainly, after 1962 when the 
Ambassadorial relations between these 
countries got severed, this is a big 
achievement. And the person who is going 
there, Mr. R. K. Narayan, who was till 
recently heading the Policy Planning Division 
in the Ministry of External Affairs, has the 
necessary knowledge and vast experience; and 
being an erudite scholar, he should be able to 
shape well ag Ambassador of this country in 
China. But, Sir, there is one thing. As is 
usually emphasised, restoration of Embassies 
does not mean that relation between the two 
countries will always be as they are desired to 
be. It is unfortunate that in the outer world 
these two countries, Pakistan and China, had 
carried on a 
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which was very much unfriendly towards us 
and on very many occasions we had to face 
the odds in the international situation on 
account of this propaganda. Even today, 
China goes on propagating in her own way in 
the African countries and in the Latin 
American countries. Sir, while normalising 
our relations with China, we have to be 
careful to see that in relation to these 
countries we project our image in such a man-
ner that no enemy of ours, if I may use the 
word, is able to distort our image. 

Sir, one thing that" We have made 
clear by these two agreements with 
China and Pakistan is that we stand 
for co-operation, we stand for good 
will, we stand for good relations with 
the 'third world. As has been em 
phasised by my predecessor, Mr. Raju, 
right      from      the       days when 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru took up External 
Affairs in his hands up to this date, there has 
been found a sort of consistency in our 
relations with other Governments. He has very 
rightly said that to our foreign policy we 
always lent a moral tone and we wanted that 
this moral tone should have an impact upon 
other countries also. Sir, if it can be said that 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru was the architect of 
the policy of non-alignment, then it will be 
rightly said that Prime Minister Indira Gandhi 
is the consolidator of this vital policy. Sir, •we 
have seen that within this decade our relations 
with the outer world, and especially after the 
proclamation of the emergency, our relations 
with other countries are growing up in the 
friendliest fashion. 

Sir, I now come to our relations with the 
Arab world. This is a matter on which I want 
to attract the attention of the honble Minister 
who is present here. Sir, looking into the 
Annual Reports of the External Affairs Minis-
try of the last 10 years, we find that the Arab 
world was somehow much neglected by them. 
Take up the Reports right from 1965 up to this 
date. You will hardly find  one  or two      
pages 

being devoted to West Asia and North African 
countries. If there was any mention, this was 
only that of Iran, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and 
the UAR. The UAR had a special affiliation 
with India. It was because of the two 
personalities who always thought on the same 
lines—in India, Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru, and in 
the UAR, President Nasser—that the relations 
between the two countries were so friendly; 
They could come together and achieve 
consensus between themselves on any matter 
concerning the world. But, apart from that, the 
Annual Reports never gave a picture that 
India, was trying hard to see that other Arab 
countries would also come nearer. Sir, in 
1962, in the background of the hostilities 
which Pakistan had with us, our image 
suffered in the Arab world. And the 
propaganda thaw was carried on by Pakistan 
was that India is not a secular India, that India 
is a Hindu India which would not like to 
safeguard either the interests of the Muslims 
mside the country or the interests of the 
Muslims who are living outside India. And 
they said that the Indian support to the Arabs 
was a hoax. 

But, Sir, I should say that it js a matter of 
pride for this country and specially for the 
Muslims of this country that our Foreign 
Ministry during the last three or four years has 
worked in such a way that this propaganda of 
Pakistan—this big balloon— has been 
pricked, and today we find that all the Arab 
countries, whether they are in North Africa or 
in West Asia, are closer to us. It is because of 
two or three reasons. One reason is that the 
British protection which was there in support 
of these countries was withdrawn especially 
after the United Arab Emirates became inde-
pendent in 1971, and later on, when the oil 
crisis came, these oil-producing countries 
came to realise that the impact of imperialism 
or colonialism was too much upon thorn. 
Actually, they wen blind with this faith and 
they could not distinguish between their 
friends and enemies with the glasses of 
imperialism. For the first time in 1S71 and 
later on jn 1972-73 when the 



 

©il crisis was there, they came to realise that 
there were countries in the world which 
looked upon them with friendliness. And the 
another thing that had an impact upon them 
was our support in favour of the Arab coun-
tries in the matter of the Palestinians, as 
against Israel. Sir, we lent our support in 1967 
to the Security Council's Resolution No. 242; 
up to this day, we have been reiterating that 
the Middle East crisis cannot be solved unless 
the Palestinians are restored their legitimate 
rights and unless Israel withdraws from the 
territories of the Arab world that it is 
occuping. This is a stand which has been 
consistently advocated by us. And now the 
Arab world knows that it is not a hoax, that it 
is not for somebody's favour that we did it. 
Actually, this policy comes out of Indian 
ethos, as I would put it, and they know that 
when we mean this policy, we mean business. 

As I said, in the first Annual Report, there 
was not much mention about these Arab 
countries. But the Annual Report for 1974-75 
said— 

"During the year imder review, , 
considerable importance was given to 
development of close ties with the West 
Asian States and the Gulf, particularly Iran, 
Iraq and the United Arab Emirates. A large 
number of high level visits were exchanged 
resulting in the affirmation of the traditional 
friendship between them and India. These 
exchanges also revealed a close identity of 
views on major international and bilateral 
issues, thus creating a sound framework for 
greater cooperation in various fields of ende-
avour." 

This is a very important note in the sense 
that in 1974-75 we came to realise for the first 
time that not only our political interest but 
also our economic and cultural interests lay in 
the fact that we should develop these ties. Sir, 
to-day it is a matter of pride for India to say 
that we have joint ventures with all of these 
countries. As we know, Iran has come with a 
big help of about Rs. 447 crores or round 
368 RS—5. 

about Rs. 500 crores to develop the 
Kudremukh Project which is in my State, that 
is, Karnataka. Sir, We have succeeded in 
securing a global tender from Iraq for a huge 
railway line project with a cost of about Rs. 
1,000 crores, if I am correct. These are the 
areas where I find that our economic 
prosperity would lie. Look at the balance of 
trade even. Barring one or two countries, all 
our trade with these Arab countries show3 that 
the balance of trade is favourable to us and it 
can be even strengthened. It can be further 
improved. It can be further improved 
provided we make all the efforts. 

Lastly coming to the working of our 
Ministry, Sir, while reading some of the 
papers which say something about these Arab 
countries, I have gathered that there is a lack 
of information on our part which could have 
been sup. plied to them to enable them to 
know what we are doing in India, what we 
mean to do and what relations we want to keep 
with the outside world. Sir, it is not only a 
matter of pride but of gratification also that All 
India Radio allows a greater amount of time 
for our propaganda, but so far as the written 
literature is concerned, I feel that some of the 
institutions in the country, who are taking up 
advanced studies, could have been made use 
of. My last point is about the appointment of a 
special envoy. Our Prime Minister thought it 
fit—and circumstances have proved that she 
thought very rightly—to appoint a special 
anvoy to tour these countries. Sir, Shri 
Mohammad Yunis, who toured these 
countries, reports to us that he is heard with 
patience, that he ia heard with respect in these 
countries. It was he who played a great part in 
bringing these countries closer to us. It does 
not depend only upon one man going to the 
outer world and projecting the image of India. 
Frequent contacts will have to be maintained 
not only through cultural delegations but 
through goodwill missions also. I think if we 
do that, we will be able to have greater 
prosperity in India and closer ties with the 
Arab world-Thank you. 

129   Discussion re. working of             [ 24 MAY 1976 ]          Min. of External Affairs 130 



131              Discussion re. working ot   [ RAJYA SABHA ]   Min. of External Affairs   132 

 



              133 Discussion re. working of    [ 24 MAY 1976 ]    Min. of External Af airs      134 

 



                 I35    Discussion re. working of   [RAJYA SABHA]           Min. of External Affairs 136 

 



            137     Discussion re. working of     [ 24 MAY 1976 ]              Min. of External Affairs  138 

 



        139     Discussion re. working of           [ RAJYA SABHA ]              Min. of External Affairs 140 

 



141     Discussion re. working of     [ 24 MAY 1976 ]     Min. of External Affairs 142 

 



               143    Discussion re. working of   [RAJYA SABHA]   Min. of External Affairs 144 

 



145      Discussion re. working oj              [ 24 MAY 1976 ]             Min. of External Affairs 146 

SHRI SARDAR AMJAD ALI (West 
Bengal): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir. I 
congratulate the Foreign Affairs Minister here 
for giving this House an opportunity to discuss 
the working of his Ministry. Sir, the Department 
of External Affairs in any Government works as 
the connecting " link between that country 8nd 
the rest of the world in accordance with the 
policy formulated by the Government as such, 
the tradition that the country and the people 
follow, the ideology which the people of that 
country believe in Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, I 
should say that the working of the External 
Affairs Ministry here, in our country, during the 
last few years, has been, by and large, quite in 
turn with the policy which has been formulated 
by our great leaders. It has advocated the cause 
of the country abroad and has taken the stand in 
accordance with and in pursuance of the policy 
of non-alignment. It has effectively 
implemented and rather pursued the policy of 
non-alignment with regard to other countries 
which believe in this policy. It has taken able 
steps, quite satisfactory steps towards the 
promotion of goodwill and co-opera-tion of 
understanding in matters of mutual interest. I 
have no hesitation in saying that matters having 
serious international political impact and having 
direct impact on our national interest have been 
very ably sorted out by the Department of 
External Affairs. Along with this, on very 
complicated issues like thost of Cyprus, the 
Middle-East situation and the Indo-China 
problem, the Department of External Affai-s 
has taken an abie stand in accordance with the 
policy formulated by our great leaders. 

Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, excepting 
certain pitfalls here and there, I believe that 
the work that our External Affairs Ministry is 
doing is quite satisfactory so far as the ques-
tion of making the stand of this country 
understandable to those countries which have 
a different outlook, so far as the question of 
political approach to the solution of 
complicated issues and     so     far     as     the      
question 

of making a country self-sufficient and self-
respected, is concerned. Coming to our close 
neighbours, I believe it will not be out of 
context if I ay that the issues which were of 
very great importance, have been very ably 
sorted out with our close neighbours. I would 
like to mention the most cordial and good 
relations which we have with ou neighbour 
Afghanistan. Perhaps, amongst all our close 
neighbours, the best of relations we have with 
Afghanistan Th'e Ministry of External Affaris 
could pursue with the Government of Afgha-
nistan to take a political stand along with 
India at a time when the United States of 
America lifted the arms embargo on Pakistan. 
It was not a mean achievement that the 
Government of Afghanistan in tune with the 
Government of India resented the decision of 
the United States of America for lifting the 
arms embargo. 

As regards our relations with Bhutan,, it is 
worth mentioning here that in the 
developmental programme of Bhutan we have 
contributed about Rs. 34 crores in their fourth 
Five Year Plan out of the total expenditure of 
Rs. 40 crores. So is our relation with Maldive, 
Nepal and as some of my colleagues here 
stated, our relations with Sri Lanka. We have 
sorted out our problems with Sri Lanka on 
Kachativu and about the persons of Indian 
origin. 

With regard to our close neighbours, it is( of 
course, a great achievement that our 
diplomatic relation which had to be severed 
after a long confrontation with Pakistan, is 
going to be restored. But, as far as our close 
neighbour are concerned, I belive two main 
challenges are there before the Ministry of 
External Affairs. The first is about 
Bangladesh. Although we have very good 
relations with Bangladesh, I believe, Sir it will 
not be out of context if I say that the Farakka 
problem is an important one as far as our 
relations with Bangladesh are concerned. This 
remains to be solved. Although we have taken 
an open stand In accordance with our tradition     
ol 
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solving the problems by bilateral 
negotiations ar.d peaceful talks, it is 
unfortunate that the stand taken by 
the Bangladesh Government is some 
times not very congenial. With re 
gard to Pakistan, the problem of Hunz 
and the setting up of a new Council 
for the so-called Azad Kashmir 
are      the        problems yet      to 
be        considered   ,        while we 
restore our diplomatic relations with Pakistan. 
We all believe that the Impact of Simla 
agreement will be carried on by the Pakistan 
Government and they will try to realise the 
situation and the stand taken by the 
Government of India to sort out problems 
which we still have with them. 

Now, Mr. Deputy Chairman, coming to our 
relations with the countries m South East Asia, 
I find that it is the best of the relations that we 
have with the countries in the South East Asia 
region. As I try to analyse the situation from 
the report, perhaps, on the economic co-
operation aspect, I find that we are having the 
best of relations with the countries in that 
region. Take for instance Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Thailand, Australia, Philippines, 
Fiji and other countries. It is worth mentioning 
here that with Indonesia, in the economic 
field, we are having about 17 joint ventures. 
With Malaysia, we are having about 33 joint 
ventures. We have joint ventures in all the 
very important sectors of industrial activity of 
both the countries. 

In regard to our relations with the East 
Asian countries, the major development is our 
decision to normalise our relations with China. 
The decision has been cordially welcomed by 
the Chinese Government. Ag the hon. External 
Affairs Minister disclosed in this House the 
other day, the news media in the Western 
countries have also expressed their opinion. 
While we take into account the observations 
made by the Western countries, we tshould 
also take into account the feelings and the 
sentiments of the people of this coiintry in 
regard to the territories which axe «till under 
the Chinese 

occupation. While we normalise our relations 
with China, the External Affairs Ministry 
should also bear ia mind that this does not 
mean parting with one's own territory. 
Although the negotiations are in a very fluid 
state, this has got to be expressed with deep 
concern. 

Some of my colleagues here were 
emphasising much about our relations with the 
West Asian countries. It is a fact that we did 
not pay much attention to the Arab world 
earlier. But I do not agree with them that at. 
present, we are not paying much attention to 
that part of the world. It has been the policy of 
the Government of India to support the cause 
of the Arab* and the PLO, not only inside the 
country, but aiso in all world forumsu We 
have been extending support to the cause 
which they were advocating ia the United 
Nations and in other world seminars and 
conferences. We hope that our relations with 
the West Asiaa countries would be pursued 
and strengthened for mutual benefit so that the 
co-operation in the field °f economlt and 
industrial activity is strengthened much more. 

Mr. Depty Chairman, there has beem an 
unfortunate development as far as the West is 
concerned.    There     has been some 
misunderstanding in     the European countries 
and the    United States of America in regard to     
our nuclear explosion.   Most of the countries in 
Western Europe, as well as the United States of 
America, have takea such an attitude as though 
Indian has done something wrong.   Although 
the Ministry of External Affairs is taking steps  
to  remove  that  impression,    I think it is my 
duty to mention   here that the performance of 
our external publicity division and om      
missions abroad has not been very satisfactory. 
Last December, I had been to Canada and I 
toured the whole country     for about 15 days. 
People had a    wrong idea about our nuclear 
explosion—and they were general,    common   
people. They were given to understand by the 
Canadian Press—and it happened in some parts 
of     America     also—that India is going in for 
nuclear weapons. 
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It was not made clear to them that India 
believes in non-proliferation of nuclear arms 
and that India has always taken the stand to 
develop nuclear technology for its own 
developmental purposes. The Missions did not 
take the least trouble to remove this 
misconception from the minds of the people 
in those areas. 

Mr. Deputy Chairman, I believe the 
External Affairs Ministry needs to do soma 
stock—taking as to how the External 
Publicity Division is working. Even in some 
of the West European countries I was rather 
very much surprised to note that people do 
not know that here in our country we have 
certain nationalised industries, that some 
major banks have been nationalised, that lands 
are being made available to the poorer 
sections. This only re-fllects that our 
diplomats and our Missions could not 
controvert the misconception which the 
common people in that part of the world have. 
(Time-bell rings). 

Mr. Deputy Chairman, it is fortun-nate for 
us—and I am very happy to mention, it—that 
We are having the best of relations with the 
East European countries. Not only in the field 
of economic co-operation but also in matters 
of political development of international 
importance, we have the best of 
understanding with the East European 
countries. Hungary, Czechoslovakia, 
Rumania, Poland and other countries not only 
have high esteem and reverence for our 
leadership but also have good appreciation for 
the strides the people of our country are 
making. 

Before I finish, Mr. Deputy Chairman I 
submit that India has taken, with all sincerity, 
noble strides in tha liberation struggle that is 
going on in Africa. It has always supported 
the cause of the liberation struggle not only in 
that part of the world but in certain other parts 
also. That liberation struggle has got 
momentous support, tremendous support. 
Now when Angola has come into being, Dr. 
Au-gustino Neto ha« taken over thje lea- 

dership of that liberation struggle, and in that 
part of Africa it is becoming much more 
momentous. We have to make a review of the 
whole situation to see that Rhodesia and 
South Africa become free and we have to 
make a reassessment of our policy of sup-
port—reassessment in the sense of examining 
whether we can give our all-out support. 

With these words, Sir, I conclude. 

 

[The Vice Chairman    (Shri     Ranbir Singh) 
in the Chair] 
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(Time bill rings) 
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SHRI PATTIAM RAJAN (Kerala): 
Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, when we dis 
cuss foreign affairs, the recent develop 
ments in India's relations with her 
-neighbouring countries should be re 
viewed. The decision taken by the 
Government ____  

SHRI Y. B. CHAVAN : Please speak a 
little louder. 

SHRI PATTIAM RAJAN: The decision 
taken by the Government of India to send an 
Ambassadoor to China is indeed a very 
welcome start. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI 
RANBIR SlNGH): Please speak into the 
mike. 

SHRI PATTIAM RAJAN : This is a 
demand which has been made by our party 
for the last several years. But this demand 
was denounced not only by the ruling party, 
but also by the Opposition parties including 
the Right Communist Party 5 our CPI friends. 
I hope that further measures will be taken to 
bring India-China relations back to complete 
normalcy and to resolve all the outstanding 
problems and disputes betwen the two 
countries. Then, Sir the agreement arrived at 
between India and Pakistan, which has 
resolved many issues of dispute pending 
between these two countries, is equally 
important. In the opinion of Pakistan, a 
dispute formally exists in relation to Kashmir. 
That too should not pose any difficulty i.*i 
finding a solution for it because the internal 
situation in Kashmir has changed with the 
settlement between the Central Government 
and Sheikh Abdullah. I "would request the 
Government that it should make every  effort  
to further 

improve the relations betwen India and 
Pakistan and put the Kashmir problem out of 
the agenda. 

Sir, I also support the stand taken by the 
Government in Angola although it has; as 
usual, taken much time to take such a decision.   
The recent visit of the Foreign Minister of the 
PRG of Vietnam, Mis. Binh, is of great signi-
ficance to India,    Vietnam and to all other 
countries of South-East Asia and the purpose 
of her visit is also   very important.    Her   
visit  to   India   took place at a particular time, 
that is, at the time of the joyous unification of 
North  Vietnam  and  South  Vietnam. Their 
fight against the American imperialism is 
memorable.    It   is   high time that we 
rendered all the material help  for the 
reconstruction  of  their country.   When We 
are discussing the foreign  policy  of the 
Government,  I would like to point out   some   
issues stressed by Mrs. Binh in her   public 
speech  in New Delhi. One is    about the 
nuclear base of the American imperialist in 
Diego Garcia and it is really a threat to the    
whole of   Asia. Diego Garcia is being 
developed into a   full-scale   nuclear  base,      
military base,by the Amercans who are defy-
ing the international opinion and the protest of 
the   people in   the littoral States in the Indian 
Ocean area. The US imperialists have 'even 
defied the UN resolution which calls for 
turning the Indian Ocean into a zone of peace. 
India must take the initiative in organising  an  
international   conference on.  this  issue.   The  
Government   of India    should    take into 
account the view of Mrs. Binh that we are not 
living in an age when imperialists could 
command and the world would obey. 

Sir, what is our stand towards Am-erician 
imperialism? I feel it is really on obeying 
mentality of this Government. I would like to 
point two or three example* 

What we did when a motion sponsored by 
the non-aligned countries in UN General 
Assembly to ask Indonesia to withdraw its 
military interventions in East Timor, is that 
we voted against 
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that motion? We also know that Indonesia 
wanted to grab East Timor with the help of 
American imperialism and Western countries. 
Again, in the case of UN Resolution 
sponsored by the socialist and non-aligned 
countries demanding the immediate with-
drawal of American forces form South Korea, 
we abstained from voting to please the 
American imperialism. 

Lastly, the Government has set up a joint 
economic commission with th'e United States 
and have signed Indo-American agreement. 
The multi-nationals and the clA have been 
acting together to subvert democracy, topple 
Governments which do not give much 
concessions, bribe political figures and parties 
to change policy in their favour. These are no 
secrets now. Therefore, the Government must 
take appropriate lessons from the activities of 
the multi-national corporations throughout the 
world. The Lockheed corruption has brought 
this truth to the world. There are reports that 
some top Indian officials were also involved 
in this scandal. I would like to know whether 
the Government has taken any steps to 
enquire into this matter. I would urge upon the 
Government that they should adopt anti-
imperialist policy and strengthen the non-
alignment movement. Thank you. 

DR. V. P. DUTT (Nominated): Mr. Vice-
Chairman, Sir; the External Affairs Minister 
is finding the discussion a little tame. It might 
also, in a way, be a compliment to the con-
sensus that has been achieved on the foreign 
policy of this country. 

Sir, I would like to distinguish between the 
foreign policy and the working of the 
External Affairs Ministry. There is some 
distinction betwen the two. Before I say 
anything about the working of the External 
Affairs Ministry, I should like to say 
something about policies. 

I should like to begin by congratulating the 
Prime Minister, the hon. Foreign    Minister   
and the   External 

Affairs Ministry for tne initiative 
taken by them in bringing about nor 
malcy in the relations between India 
and China and India and Pakistan. 
Sir, India and China are neighbours, 
and they have to live in peace and 
friendship. One hopes that the Chi- 3 
nese authorities would also realise 
this elementary and fundemental 
truth. You will recall, Sir, that in 
this oHuse some of us had the occas- 
sion of advocating continual probing 
through quiet diplomacy on a gobal 
basis, for normal relations between 
India and China. Somehow, the rela 
tions betwwen India and China and 
between India and Pakistan have got 
tied up. It is not our fault. 
But it was the belief of some of us 
that when re lations improve they 
wiH improve with both of 
them      at the      same time. ™ 
And that has been borne out by facts. Ali the 
same, I suggest that it should be the endeavour 
now of our diplomacy, again through quiet 
diplomacy, to do further probing and enlarge 
the trade and cultural relations with China, 
which we should begin by having economic 
relations and cultural exchanges, so that the 
problems between India and China can be 
resolved step by step. These two neighbours 
can resume their friendship once again. At the 
4 P.M. same time, I should like to sound a note 
of warning, not to the hon. Foreign Minister 
who is far more knowledgeable about these 
matters but to many of us in the House and 
perhaps to many in the External Affairs 
Ministry. I should like to warn that some 
people think that foreign policy is a game of 
using one country against another, to set one 
country against another, to put China country 
against another, to put China against Russia. 
Russia against China, so on and so forth. I 
would submit that this attitude belies the 
whole experience of the last 25 years of the 
international structure that such a policy never 
succeeds in the end. A policy must be based 
on certain principles and one of the principles 
is not to try to play one country against 
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another. There is one more important 
principle that I think we have been 
advocating and putting forward. It is 
that our relations with one country 
should not and need not affect our 
relations with another country. This 
is what we have been saying. Our re 
lations with China do not affect our 
relations with the Soviet Union and 
our relations with the Soviet Union 
need not be an impediment in the way 
of normalising our relations with 
China. I think this principle must be 
held fast. Foreign      policy 

is not a game of nations trying to balance one 
against another. There is a certain balancing. I 
am not saying that there is no balancing. But it 
should not be thought in terms of playing a 
game of China versus Russia, Russia versus 
China and China and Pakistan versus Russia. 
We k must hold fast to optening up of our 
options of relations with all countries of the 
world irrespective of our relations with other 
countries. I submit to the hon. Foreign Minister 
that consultations, clarity, candour and co-
operation should remain the hallmark of our 
foreign policy. 

Sir, we were talking about China. China is 
in a state of ferment and in a state of flux. 
There is one thing that we must be cautious 
about. It is that appearances should not be 
taken for reality and propaganda should not be 
confused for actual developments. We need 
not uncritically accept the facile explanations 
being heard in the corridors of Western aca-
demic circles about China. We must look 
towards the possible interest of China and the 
way those interests are perceived in Peking in 
order to understand the possible course of 
events and the policies of China. There are 
certain fundamental thin,gs which I should 
like to make clear.. There is the vastness of 
China. There is the unevenness of 
developments within China. There is the long 
history and tradition of China. All these things 
cannot be wished away. There are the deep 
divisions within the ruling Chinese 
Communist Party. We must not also forget      
that the 
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party is no longer monolithic. It is in a period 
of transition from the Mao era to the post-
Mao era and as we know, the history of such 
transitions takes a long way. That wiH be true 
of China also. It is also somewhat unique that 
the period of transition is taking place even 
while Chairman Mao continues to tower the 
party It is because of his frail health and 
because 
of the deep divisions at the very top that there 
is a struggle for successions and there is a 
struggle for power There is also a struggle for 
policy. There are groups within the burea-
ucracy and the army, supporters of the late 
Chou En-lai and the disgraced Teng Hsiao-
ping and the group of Mrs. Mao Madam 
Ching Ching, Obviously, Chairman Mao 
hopes that the last group of Mrs. Mao would 
succeed them into power. But we must be 
aware of the complexity of the struggle. There 
is no single explanation. It is not just a 
question of who was offering how much 
money to the army. It is not a question of 
mechanisation of agriculture and who was 
offering how much to agriculture. It is a 
question of the whole gamut of 
industrialisation and modernisation and the 
policies that should fit into this framework of 
modernisation. It is a question of technology 
that China has already achieved and the most 
feasible policies for advancing China towards 
the higher technological and modern 
development These 
are the      questions     and      problems 
around  which   the  struggle  is  going 
on. Then there is      also a    question 
of attitude towards the Soviet Union, 
attitude   towards      Africa,      attitude 
towards  the      United      States,      at 
titude towards other     parts of     the 
world. All   thesei   ar©   parts   of   the 
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[Dr. VP. Dutt] struggle and the struggle 
will go   on for a long time. 

Sir, today, no one denies, not even the most 
obstinate and diehard observers in the West 
that we have been gradually entering a new 
phase in world affairs. There are, of course, 
people who prefer the familar—and 
comfortable for them—situation of a . world 
divided between two powers, all supporters and 
allies and adversaries, a system in which the 
lines of conflict are sharply drawn. But, Sir, 
they also know that this is a thing of the past, a 
will-o-the wisp of the future. We are heading 
towards a mixed internationl system. And I say 
our foreign policy must have a certain world 
framework in which to operate—non-
alignment anti colonialism, anti-imperialism 
and peace. All ' these are the principles which 
were laid down by Jawaharlal Nehru. But at the 
same time, we must have an evolving world 
situation, framework of an evolving world 
situation in which to operate, and say that we 
are heading towards a mixed international 
system in which both the allies and the 
adversaries will be held in a situation of 
growing fundamental co-operation. We are in 
the midst of a transformation, certainly a 
drastic modification of the structure of 
international relations. To begin with, I will 
say, although there is plenty of violence at the 
local and regional levels, at the world level, the 
utility of violence is neither the same nor is the 
rationality of violence the same as it was a few 
years ago, so that violence and the threat of 
violence are not necessarily now as feasible as 
they were ten years or fifteen years ago. In 
other words, violence and the threat of violence 
have to be virtually ruled out at the world level 
Secondly, I would say that the logic of world 
economy and technological development 
makes for the logic of integration, for the 
countries coming closer together whereas the 
logic of traditional international state policies is 
the logic of separateness. The balance of 

power is now, even in the West, generally 
acknowledged to ibe as dead as a dodo. And 
what many in the West now fear is not the 
breakdown of the balance but the breakdown 
of the rules of co-operation. It is that what 
they are afraid of. And those in the United 
States, who were fed on the virtues of a bi-
polar world, began to examine the merits of a 
tri-polar world. They regarded the internatinal 
system in terms of the Soviet Union and 
China revolving round the United States in a 
new triangular relationship in which, of 
course, the United States was the apex 
balancer. Sir, this too was a chimera. The 
merging international structure was not tri-
polar any more than it was bi-polar But, then, 
their hopes and expectations were centred 
round a five-power balance; balance there 
must be of two powers, three powers of five 
powers, a five-power balance as it was put 
and I quote: 

"A strong healthy United States, Europe, 
Soviet Union, .China and Japan, each 
balancing the other in an even balance." 

[This reflected of course, the views of Dr. 
Kissinger, who is known for his admiration 
and penchant for the classical European 
balance of power. They were hoping and their 
policies Were aimed at having three powers, 
then five major competing powers established 
to give a framework within which each would 
operate. This was patently an attempt to 
restore the Bismarckian system of the 19th 
century, the century of secret diplomacy. But 
Sir, if history affords any lesson then even 
Germany had to choose finally between the 
Russian and the Austrian connection that en-
ded the Bismarckian attempt at being both 
master and part of the balance. This was the 
evil, the master and part of the balance at the 
same time. And if I might quote the most 
estlablisment-mind, Western authority of the 
establishment, the late Mr. Alastair Buchan, 
what he had to say about this five-power 
balance. He said and I quote: 
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"It also involved a somewhat naive 
conception of the international system in 
assuming that if these five-power centres 
could keep their relations and balance, the 
rest of the world would be at peace, which 
ignored the influence of India, the Arab 
States, Indonesia and many other 
significant international actors. The only 
capital where it was welcomed was Pek-
ing." 

Sir, this is the problem that I have 
mentioned and the problem precisely 
is that they want to be the master of 
the balance as well as a part of it. 
Old habits persist even when the old 
order heaves its death pangs and 
there are important people proclaim 
ing that they were still the first in the 
world and that they still wanted to 
» be the leader and teacher of the 
world. [_j 

Sir> today the most important, the most 
urgent, the most crucial and the most complex 
problem before the international community is 
the creation of a new world economic order. 
The rules of trade and finance that prevailed 
earlier Were prescribed at Bret-tonwoods and 
at GATT and they were those as wanted hy the 
United States. They established a donor-
exchange standard and tolerated only those ex-
ceptions like the Common Market, which were 
expected to be beneficial to the Atlantic 
alliance. But this system, as we know, 
collapsed under the weight of the monetary 
crisis cf 1971 and 1972. Now it is said that we 
should establish a more moderate international 
system but the irony of it is that still the 
current policy remains the current policy of 
the big powers, remains that of preserving and 
increasing their advantages in the new 
economic world order and, this, I believe, is 
the heart of the problem— eating your cake 
and still having it. The building of the 
economic world order, as suggested by them, 
smacks too much of new colonial thrust which 
would perpetuate the hold of the rich and the 
strong over the poor and the 

weak in the world and that obviously is not a 
balance in the order in    a situation that can be 
accepted 'by the developing   countries,  by  the     
non-aligned world, by the Poor and    the weak. 
Sir, what is happening in the Indian Ocean and 
the Gulf    region? They are trying to preserve 
and increase  influence  while we want     to 
establish  a new balance    which     is more 
moderate. Today, tensions    are being created  
in the Indian    Ocean, particularly  in  the Gulf 
region,     in the name of stability, security, 
securing of oil supplies and     securing   of 
channels and lines of communications. In fact, 
today we see in the Gulf particularly,   a   
policy   of     indiscriminate sale of arms, a 
policy of cold war, a policy of revival of 
spheres of    influence. Sir, last year, the U.S.    
sold arms  amounting to  about 9    billion 
dollars. Of these arms worth 4.4 billion dollars 
were sold to a    handful of Gulf countries. 
Fifty-six per cent of the total arms sale was 
made to a few countries in the Gulf region. In 
fact,  Sir, virtually the whole of this military 
aid went to two    countries, Iran and Saudi 
Arabia. In fact, this means  that  half of the 
arms      sale virtually—not exactly, but 
virtually— of the world is going to    the    two 
countries  of  the world.     Iran     and Saudi  
Arabia,  Then,  Sir, last    year, the Soviet 
Union and the East European countries  agreed 
to supply 360 million dollars worth of arms to 
Iraq; France sold one billion dollors worth of 
arms to the Gulf States and Britain followed  
with  500     million     dollars worth of arms; 
Germany with 120mil-lion dollars worth of 
arms.    Kennedy once said that this sale, this 
indiscriminate sale of arms far beyond     the 
needs     of these countries, will    not promote 
stability     in    the      region. Whether they 
promote the independence of the countries of 
this region or not, in fact what we are buying is 
not a future but an immediate instability and 
conflict in the region. 

Sir, in this situation, we have said before 
and we would like to emphasise now that not 
only the developing 
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countries but particularly the non-aligned 
countries have a major and a substantial and 
important and vital role to play because, as I 
said) the old balance is dead and gone and in 
the creation of a more just new. world 
political and economic order) the non-aligned 
countries, through their principled stand, can 
promote not only the interests of all the 
developing countries but the interests of 
peace and justice in the world.     .     : 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI RANBIR 
SlNGH):   Wind up now. 

DR. V. P. DUTT: Just two or three 
minutes, Sir, as you know, I will not speak in 
the rest of the Session. I assure you. 
Therefore, the most vital task before us, 
before the non-aligned countries is the 
strengthening of the unity of nations—unity 
of all non-aligned countries. That, I believe, is 
urgent because without that unity it will not 
be possible for the non-aligned countries to 
play their role in substantially altering fthe 
previous world political and  economic    
order. 

Sir, now, I come to the final point 
about the working of the External 
Affairs Ministry. Sir, I am not saying 
that the External Affairs Ministry is 
not working well, or is not function 
ing well. Obviously, when policies are 
good, certainly, the External Affairs 
Ministry also should be given credit 
for it. But I do believe that there are 
lacunae, there are gaps and there are 
many fields which need to be imme 
diately looked into and re-examined. 
In the first instance, I am not sure if 
the External Affairs Ministry offi 
cials^—I am not talking of one or two 
or three or a few here—there 
are some very brilliant people 
here, I have no doubt about it, and 
the people at the top parti 
cularly  have vision     and     ideas ________  

But certainly, I would say that the Ministry 
of External Affairs should activate itself in 
the light of the vision which Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru held before us.    We must 
be sure of the 

priorities.  Apart  from the  principles 
that I have mentioned, namely non- 
alignment, anti-colonialism,   anti- 
racism  and peace and justice in the 
world,  our  priorities,  which     Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru mentioned, are; the 
South-East Asian countries, the   West 
Asian countries, the African countries, 
the big    powers  and  the    European 
countries. Our neighbours also include 
China    and the Soviet    Union.    The 
Soviet Union! is also a neighbour of 
us. These are  our priorities. In    the 
light of these priorities, the function 
ing  of  the Ministry  of  External Af 
fairs  must  be     activated.   Now  that 
these   changes   are   taking   place      I 
would suggest that there should be a 
reorganisation of the working of the 
Ministry  of  External Affairs  with  a 
stress    on efficiency, on    division    of 
labour and on this perspective vision 
and thinking.   This ig what has been 
lacking. There has been too much of 
adhocism in    the functioning    of the 
Ministry of External Affairs. I would 
suggest that we should now be more 
methodical, more efficient and    more 
logical in our    functioning. I  do not 
have    enough time to elaborate   this 
idea.    I    hope I will    have    another 
opportunity to do so. 

There is one final point. While there are 
officers abroad who are doing a good job, who 
are alert and who know the policies of the 
country, there are also quite a few of them 
who are absolutely apathetic, who are inactive 
and who are not in sympathy with the basio 
policies and points of view of this country. I 
think the time has come to take a look at this 
issue. There must be some accountability. Our 
officers abroad must also feel that they are 
accountable for the good work that they do 
and also for the lack of initiative and for the 
lack of sympathy for the country's policies 
that many of them show. I think some 
accountability must be brought into the 
picture now. I know there are many who have 
been privately sniping at the recent 
developments in the country and whereas the 
diplomats of 
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other countries are active, some of our people sit at 
home, I will not say doing what. We all know what 
some of them do. But at the same time, this should 
not be taken to mean that there are not good and 
active officers; there are many. I am making a 
distinction between the two. At the same time, they 
must be made accountable for the kind of work 
they are doing and for the kind of work they are 
not doing and which they are expected to do. Sir, 
in conclusion, I would say that the hon. External 
Affairs Minister knows too well that yesterday's 
situation was one of central balance between a 
handful of powers and imperialism which pushed 
back the limits of the diplomatic world. 
Tomorrow's situation must be one of a complex 
balance of forces, not balance of power, of an 
emerging "^ community, in which competition 
would still persist, of course, but in which the 
world community would decide that it would 
substitute the war against nature for the war 
against mankind ag it is carrying on today. All our 
efforts should be bent towards fighting the first, 
namely, the war against nature and injustice. 

SHRIMATI LEELA DAMODARA MENON 
(Keraia): Sir, I am very thankful to the hon. 
External Affairs Minister for this opportunity to 
dis-Sl cuss the working of his Ministry. As has been 
pointed out, two recent very significant 
developments stand out in bold relief, highlighting 
our policy of peace, friendship and cooperation and 
the fact that we have no permanent estrangement. 
These are in regard to the improvement of our 
relations with China and Pakistan. The proposed re-
sumption of diplomatic ties with China and 
Pakistan and that of outbroken communication and 
other links with Pakistan, has strengthened the links 
of understanding and goodwill. These are welcome 
changes. Sir, the Prime Minister and the External 
Affairs Minister deserve a special tribute from the 
House for the vision and tact with which such 
rapport has been established. I am not exaggerat- 

ing the importance of these two events and to 
read into them that all our problems with 
these countries are over. All the same, a start 
has been made and let us hope that the over-
tures now being made will be the beginning 
of a fresh understanding and an era of more, 
friendly relationship with these two countries. 

This House has been persistently asking for 
such steps and we are deeply grateful that our 
hopes have borne some fruit at last. There is 
no doubt that India's stock abroad has gone 
up. There is a more sincere effort to 
understand our policy. The Commonwealth 
Conference held here in Delhi, I feel, had 
been Very useful to show leaders of public 
opinion from outside as to what is happening 
in India. To quote Madame Jenny Lee, the 
British M.P., "Crocodile tears need not be 
shed for India". If anyone thinks our foreign 
policy is just a few ideologies, then he is very 
much mistaken. We have certainly held fast to 
our basic values. But while adhering to them, 
our policy has not remained a passive or a 
quiet one. It has been a very live policy, 
dynamic and quick to respond to changed 
situations. It is also closely linked with our 
defence and our economy. It projects our 
concern to prevent any erosion of our 
independence while stabilising our social, 
political and economic developments. Sir, as 
the Prime Minister stated, "We are neither 
blind to reality nor acquiesce to any challenge 
from whatever quarter it may come. Yet we 
are not senseless enough to give way to a 
feeling of littleness or irritation since nothing 
serious can come out of it." 

The hon. Foreign Minister has often very 
correctly stressed also the fact that in all 
these developments the whole nation has 
backed the Government time and again, 
which shows the national strength and the 
clarity of our policy. 
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[Shrimati Leeia Damodara Menon] One feels 
happy that our early concept of non-alignment 
has become more mature and practical. 
Whereas then there were hardly 27 countries, 
today there are more than IOO out of the 144 
members of the UN. Tried on the anvils of 
experience and events, the non-aligned 
countries have now expanded the content and 
scope of cooperation among themselves. Sir, 
the coming non-aligned meet in Colombo will 
be very crucial, coming in the wake of the 
UNCTAD in Nairobi. I feel that there must be 
some clear-cut programme of combined 
economic defence which will have to be 
chalked out before planning the economic 
infra-structure. The Special UN session had 
chalked out certain basic norms of economic 
co-operation. The UN Charter of Economic 
Rights and Duties of States has laid down that 
economic relations based on equity, sovereign 
equality and inter-depen-dence of developed 
and developing nations contribute to a balance 
expansion of world economy. But the 
developed nations with 80 per cent of world 
trade, 95 per cent of the private investments 
and 70 per cent of global resources have 
spread their nets far and wide, and may be 
reluctant to show an understanding spirit 
towards the third world. Even the Helsinki 
spirit is now becoming dimmer. As our Prime 
Minister pointed out at Algiers in 1973, 
"There is an unconscious desire in small 
affluent sections of humanity to continue as 
an oasis of prosperity in the midst of vast 
wastelands of want. Threats and subtle 
persuasions are being used to prevent the 
developing nations from consolidating their 
strategy for development. India has certainly 
given a lead in contributing to the Special 
Fund at Nairobi. Let us hope there will be a 
more realistic appraisal of the problems of the 
poorer nations. International co-operation 
should enable us to do away with 
unfavourable trade practices and monopolies. 
We hope the Colombo Conference will take 
this point as one of the very important topics 
for discussion.    Sir, in 

the present-day world, based on scientific 
capabilities, new platforms are being made of 
political and economic Pressurisation. I am 
not going into this matter further because it 
has been raised in this House more than once. 

We feel that the agreements arrived at with 
Sri Lanka regarding maritime boundaries, 
settlement of the border disputes with Burma, 
agreements with Iran, Iraq, Indonesia, Nepal, 
Afghanistan and other countries mean a very 
impressive achievement, especially on 
account of the smooth and friendly way in 
which these agreements have been arrived at. 

Many Members have already spoken on 
our support to the Angolan popular 
Government and our active sympathy with the 
coloured people of Rhodesian South Africa 
who are still suffering from inhuman policies 
of a rascist white minority regime. Sir, that is 
in keeping with the fine and just spirit of anti-
colonialism and anti-apartheid that we have 
been advocating for half a century. I agree 
with Shri Prakash Veer Shastri when he said 
that we should have more close contacts with 
African countries—that more than just 
political contacts, cultural and other contacts 
could be made with them. 

The World Bank's tribute to India for 
having successfully contained inflation and 
increased food production, is not only a 
certificate to our economic restructuring after 
the declaration of the emergency, but it Ig 
also a fitting answer to those people who say 
that all is not well with India. We are a 
struggling nation with more than 200 million 
people below the poverty line. For the nation 
still not brought out of the evil effects of 
foreign domination, t0 have achieved this 
stupendous task of curtailing spiralling prices 
and containing inflation, increasing produc-
tion, really shows the presence of national 
strength and solidarity. I am sorry to find that 
the Indians abroad do not realise this. Some of 
our politically frustrated leaders have gone 
abroad and are carrying on an anti-Indian       
Government      propaganda, 
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It is a pity that Indians have gone abroad and 
used foreign platforms to carry on a tirade 
against India. Many of our Indians abroad have 
very little contact with the mainland for their in-
dividual reasons, and they do not often know 
what exactly is happening , here from time to 
time. I think, it would be good if our Embassies 
called the Indians in their areas and gave them 
the necessary details, so that on their own they 
could carry on the propaganda that would really 
be an answer to the anti-Indian propaganda 
carried on by some of the Indians themselves and 
others. 

We are shocked to hear of the new anti-Indian 
wave in the U.K. It may be a reflection of the 
U.K.'s own economic problems and the new 
awakened \^ colour consciousness. But I feel 
that sufficient precautions should be taken to 
safeguard the lives of the Indians abroad where 
such prejudices make them vulnerable to 
physical attacks. We have been reading in the 
newspapers about the Indian students and others 
being attacked without their being aware of such 
happenings. Therefore, the lives of the people 
abroad should be protected and I think the 
Government of India should take necessary steps 
to discuss the matter with the U.K. Government 
.The Canadian decision to repudiate unilaterally 
an agreement which Had been arrived at after a 
long discussion and detailed consideration has 
been an unpleasant surprise. I do not want to 
speak more about it because it has already been 
discussed in detail; I know that it would be 
receiving the consideration of the Government. 
But I do feel that the only answer to this is to 
gear up our own scientists to reach nuclear 
capability on our own. Our achievements in this 
respect have been very significant. And I think 
Dr. Sethna and his colleagues should be on this 
big task of giving an answer to the Canadian 
withdrawal by getting our own nuclear capability 
and seeing to it that n0 project of our is halted 
because of this sudden decision of the Canadian 
Government. 

I hope that our problems with Bangladesh 
would be discussed and that the Government 
of Bangladesh will also take up an attitude 
not of confrontation but of friendliness and 
thus, they would come to peaceful decisions. 
I am speaking particularly with reference to 
the Farakka problem. Then we would really 
have a feeling that our attempt to extend the 
hand of peaceful co-operation and of friendli-
ness with our neighbour could be successful. 

I take this opportunity to congratulate the 
External Affairs Minister and his colleague 
for the very good way in which they have 
conducted tlie affairs during these last few 
months. 

I agree with Dr. Dutt with some of the 
things that he said. I read a report about 
curtailing the funds which we are now 
allotting to our Embassies abroad. But I hope 
that no funds will be curtailed which would 
be going into propaganda purposes. Every 
time we go to any foreign embassy, the main 
problem that we find is that there is not 
sufficient material with regard to the latest 
developments in our own country, which 
could be handed out to the people who want 
to know about them. I think this House will 
readily allot funds for increasing the propa-
ganda medium of our embassies abroad. 

I also agree with Dr. Dutt that some of the 
officials could be given an orientation with 
regard to what is happening in India. Some of 
them are more concerned with the problems 
in those countries where they are posted than 
with what is happening here. They might be a 
few in number but they could create trouble 
for us. Therefore I say that some sort of 
reorganisation in this regard should be there. 
At the same time I pay a tribute to many of 
our officers abroad who have done a very 
good job. 

Thank you. 
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI RANBIR 
SINGH): The House stand adjourned till 
11A.M. tommorrow. 

The House then adjourned at five 
of the clock till eleven of the clock 
on Tuesday, the 25th May, 1976. 
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