RAJYA SABHA
Friday, the 13th May, 2005/23 Vaisakha, 1927 (Saka)

The House met at eleven of the clock
MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Agricultural Growth

*701. SHRI JESUDASU SEELAMT:
DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:
(@) whether mid-term review of Tenth Five Year Plan has laid stress on revival
of agricultural growth and rejuvenation of farm support system;

(b) if so, whether it has been pointed out that achieving the GDP growth rate of
8 per csnt could critically depend on achieving higher growth rates in
agriculture;

(c) if so, to what extent Government have considered the views expressed in the
mid-term review;

(d) whether any concrete programme has been prepared by Government; and
(e) if so, the details thereof and to what extent it will be successful?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI KANTI LAL BHURIA): (a) to (e) A Statement is laid on the Table of the
House.

Statement

(a) to (c) The Mid Term Appraisal (MTA) of the Tenth Five Year Plan has not
yet been completed. It is, however, recognized that the satisfactory

The Question was actually asked on the floor on the House by Shri Jesudasu Seelam
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performance of agriculture and allied sector is essential to achieving the Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) growth rate of 8% per annum for the country as targeted
under the Tenth Five Year Plan.

(d) and (e) The strategies formulated by the Government for making the -
agriculture sector more vibrant and dynamic so as to increase its production and
productivity include (i) enhancing institutional credit flow to the farmers and
strengthening of cooperative credit structure; (ii) ensuring the timely availability
of quality inputs; (iii) promoting farmer friendly, demand driven agriculture
extension system,; (iv) accelerating diversification to high value crops including
horticulture/activities; (v) strengthening infrastructure and the supply chain; (vi)
optimizing the efficient utilization of available water resources through micro
irrigation and enhancing the sustainability of dry-land/rainfed farming system;
(vii) reforming agricultural markets, and widespread use of post harvest
technology; and (viii) putting in place a broader spectrum of risk management
apparatus for farmers.

SHRI JESUDASU SEELAM: Mr. Chairman, Sir, I would like to know,
through, from the hon. Minister what is the specific role of the Central
Government and what are the specific measures initiated by the Central
Government as a result of the Mid-Term Appraisal. The Mid-Term Appraisal
indicated, among other things, the share of agriculture in the overall GDP growth
rate of eight per cent. The set target is four per cent, but if you look at the
performance, it is coming less than four per cent in terms of its contribution to
the GDP growth rate. The contribution of agriculture sector to the GDP fell from
24.7 per cent in 2001-02 to 20.5 per cent in 2004-05. In the light of this, what are
the specific measures and the initiatives that the Central Government is going to
take for increasing the contribution of the agriculture sector?
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SHRI JESUDASU SEELAM: Mr. Chairman, Sir, the hon. Minister is aware that
the irrigation facility is one of the important facilities through which we can improve the
agricultural production, its productivity, and also its contribution to the GDP. I would like to
know what are the specific measures and the initiatives that the Central Government is taking
in areas where there is scanty rainfall or where there is monsoon failure, and especially in
the dry areas of Andhra Pradesh, Northern Karnataka and Vidarbha region. This is number
one. Number two; I would like to draw the attention of the hon. Minister to the remunerative
price problems faced by the chilly growing farmers in Guntur and Prakasam Districts of
Andhra Pradesh. There are people who are committing suicide. There are people who are
burning their chilly crops. There is distress sale. There is a grave situation. I would like to draw
the kind attention of the hon. Minister towards that.
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DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: No, Sir. It is a good question which you will
appreciate. In the Indian economy, the agricultural sector plays a very important
role. As my friend has already said, it is going to contribute 4 per sent of the
GDP. In this connection, the most important things are agricultural credit and
providing water either rainwater or river water. I am extremely happy that the
present Government has increased the agricultural credit from Rs. 37,000 crores to
Rs.56,000 crores As regards rain, States like Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and other
States have been reeling under drought for the last five years. What permanent
and long-term measures are you contem plating to provide water facility, either by
preserving rainwater or river water? What more activities are the Agriculture
Ministry contemplating to increase agricultural production in the Indian
economy?

MR. CHAIRMAN: This is practically a separate question. This is not
concerned with this question.

DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: Sir, my question is whether the Mid-
Term Review of the Tenth Five Year Plan has laid stress on revival of
agricultural growth. The growth has been affected...(Interruptions)...:

MR. CHAIRMAN: There are so many factors. ...(Interruptions)...
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DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: So. he has to give the reply. As per the Mid-
Term Review of the Tenth Five Year Plan, he has to reply.
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SHRI RAVULA CHANDRA SEKAR REDDY: Sir, the answer says that the
mid-term review is incomplete. When is the mid-term review likely to be
completed? Since the Government has recognised that agriculture and allied
sectors are very much essential for achieving the growth rate of 8 per cent,
what steps have been contemplated for providing credit to small and marginal
farmers, apart from the remunerative prices?
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SHRI N. K. PREMACHANDRAN: Sir, as per this Census, the Government
has formulated eight strategies to increase agricultural production and thereby
agricultural growth. Sir, I am on a different point, i.e. the cultivable land in India, though it is
constant at 160 million hectares, in many States it is declining day-by-day. For example, in
my State, half of the paddy fields have been converted into commercial purposes.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Dont give example. (Interruptions) Put your question.

SHRI N.K. PREMACHANDRAN: So, my question is: Has the Government of
India adopted any strategy to maintain the cultivable land in our country?
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P BT IUET IqPH FHGE 81 UG ? § I8 gAY Yo =18l § b

Sfaror-gdt U & <@l 4, fUwel g g2 H I8 a1 SIFhR | 371 © b By
BT ST NMETET P AU P AJAR TG 781 8T 8,01 S9N MaTGT ST AT
I RIS A 37ferep DI 1 TS §, S AT b Y 1 A HA1 ST 34 a1l bl
TSR <31 b SdT d=ai A1 § §ART HiN BT ST foha1 811 ?

it iferarer YRAT : TR G STL,FAR AR RS G
. ()....

it Ul 9 A AR IR-9R I8 Y9 YO @ © (P Iarel 9
T T, MaTE! 9¢ V& T, A 9 U Bl B Y R TEl ged P smardl fea
THR Y T8l 967

o} A AT ART 39 U9 BT SR o & fT¢ A AT TR |3l
St €, oifed 3% 918 WY o7eTe A= 9 B! &, M1 | §¢ Yol § 3R
IGH! IMYfT & forg gudl doadiy dom § g1 B &1 e e &
qroaT?

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: Sir,the Minister of Health and Family
Welfare is also here.

7Y Sifcr AT RAT : AR AU S, AT 98 BT 1 9% 2, a8
T fAIT & ST AT & | MTETRT Pl b1 9gd 8 Sax] & RilTdh Ig U
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I oy Wt ZU1.Y. TRBR 7 Uh AT BRIHH qIBR B YR S BIIHHA
1Y &, o BiTdmoar Td o 3R Ml 68 TR & FIHAE |

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: Sir, will this question continue for half-
an-hour?
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HICBR 9 M € | 7Y, f98R & 9 3nen goi frell # Rord dwfegr +ft
2, ST8l | dIR® AT8d 311 § BICER, WINST, JRRAT AUYRT , 7 |4 foredi 4,
AFPHT Bt Well I YA W Rl B oidel AR I8 8 AahT 818 4 W), &d #,
Qe #, 8% S8 Ul §all &, S WIS a1al Big el § | § A+ 301 off
q e BT F1Ed § (6 b A SHS1 A urss, s 96 g, 98
REiRT &Y ok ga=T, Yl Fawen &t 9N f6 AR & gRT1 S fhaEi 4
HFRT DI WIS DR el OITY |
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#t Hifd e YRAT : AR FUERT ST, ST AT 9 T 59
91 & forg far sifar &t & for 71 & 71t # frere, gete T, 8ifvrde uiH 8k
HahT B AISTHT & T8d S FaD] AT U JISTT 9978 § 3R SIH 240
PRIS WYY WY HIh BH HaD] Bl &3 AR TG AR ITh] b T8 I A
P D 8 9D SR W gH A fIaR R B 8 |

1. IM 39 YSRI @G DI Wi aweA FHIFY I....(FIETT)

it wifaerrer yRAT : S TALT g @ 97 B B, T8I W VP A
Al =91 I B | ...(FAUH).... 31 J.G.Q. TSR o B 914 4 Ugel qule
TS¥ [EPHeIR HR &1 8 | I8 Ugell IR VAT B3T & | Al ARPIR ...(FaeH)....

1YW 3 YR : HaDI TS! S & SHD] T B | ...(FAIH)....
£ Tafcr : Fer off, BIfSY,BIfSY | 3y <141 81 9f3T |

Meeting on Right to Food

*702. SHRIMATI VANGAGEETHA: T
SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY SIRIGIREDDY:

Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC
DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have any proposal in favour of adopting a cross-sectoral
approach for impiementation of the right to food and treating it as
multidimensional issue;

(b)if so, whether Government have called for any meeting in this regard
recently;

(c) if so, the details of points discussed in the meeting; and
(d) the outcome thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (DR. AKHILESH PRASAD
SINGH): (a) to (d) A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.

TThe question was actually asked on the floor of the House by Shrimati Vanga Geetha.
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