RAJYA SABHA
Friday, the 13th May, 2005/23 Vaisakha, 1927 (Saka)

The House met at eleven of the clock
ViR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Agricuitural Growth

*701. SHR! JESLIDASU SEELAMYT:
DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY:
Wil the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state;

(a) whether mid-term review of Tenth Five Year Plan has laid stress on
revival of agricultural growth and rejuvenation of farm support system;

(b) if s0, whether it has been pointed out that achieving the GDP growth
rate of 8 per cent could critically depend on achieving tngher growth rates
in agriculture,

(c) if so, to wnar extent Government have considered the views expressed
in the 1nid-term review;

(d) whether any concrete programme has been prepared by Govemment,
and

(e) if so, the detaiis thereof and to what extent it will be successful?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI KANT! LAL BHURIA): (a) to (e) A Statement is laid on the Table of
the House.

Statement

(a) to (c) The Mid Term Appraisal (MTA) of the Tenth Five Year Plan has
aot yet been completed. it is, however, recognized that the satisfactory

~ The Question was actually asked on the flocr on the House by Shri Jesudasu Seelam.
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performance of agricuiture and allied sector is essential to achieving the
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth rate of 8% per annum for the country
as targeted under the Tenth Five Year Plan.

(d) and (e) The strategies formulated by the Government for making the
-agriculture sector more vibrant and dynamic so as to increase its production
and productivity include (i) enhancing institutional credit flow to the farmers
and strengthening of cooperative credit structure; (ii) ensuring the timely
availability of quality inputs; (iii) promoting farmer friendly, demand driven
agriculture extension system; (iv) accelerating diversification to high value
crops including horticulture/activities; (v) strengthemng infrastructure and
the supply chain; (vi) optimizing the efficient utilization of available water
resources through micro irrigation and enhancing the sustainability of dry-
land/rainfed farming system; (vii) reforming agricultural markets, and
widespread use of post harvest iechnology; and (viii) putting in place a
broader spectrum of risk management apparatus for farmers.

SHRI JESUDASU SEELAM: Mr. Chairman, Sir, | wouid like to know,
through, from the hon. Minister what is the specific role of the Central
Government and what are the specific measures initiated by the Central
Government as a result of the Mid-Term Appraisal. The Mid-Term Appraisal
indicated, among other things, the share of agricuiture in the overall GDP
growth rate of eight per cent. The set target is four per cent, k.t if you look
at the performance, it is coming less than four per cent in terms of its
contribution to the GDP growth rate. The contribution of agricuiture sector
to the GDP fell from 24.7 per cent in 2001-02 to 20.5 per cent in 2004-05.
In the light of this, what are the specific measures and the initiatives that
the Central Government is going to take for increasing the contribution of
the agriculture sector?

sit wifaere ftar: Wt ganafa i, e e 7 < vere g R, s gt
Yqadig ST F1 aEEy g ot g T gon { a1 a8 W 5 # s gwet
Yaadiy de 8 fruifa am $ sgar u d 8 wfiva giaad &1 gee 9ig 3aR
T Qa0 & o iy 9 wag & F darvems - frae sl
 {

TS gumfa i, TEEE gee T gge! deadig 9 | 4 wihwa faera st
I 8 1 farm I Fuifa F1 1§, s@m o 1.2 T iy fem R @ g,
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9% Y @ 7Y F Seed $1 S WH9 @, 39 A ¥ ot e wee | fasm
Siifet &1 ® ¢ A gwrafa s, g § faes s 9ega § et em sy
B F1 g1 T T@1 € AR g@ F feufa ud 4 fowar 1 Faei 29 fWw,
Ffy R & FHER AT & TR0 70E PR WHERFT N AT L, REEHERF @ T
TFd Hie] A | HY F1 I0EH 24 Fiawe / off =01 & 39 11 WA 9
TS ¥ T 3 =g § i 9iR &6t fafvm= demnd =< o € 19 5 e oft
yEAfaa &, i fahE-3X ag 9= |

SHRI JESUDASU SEELAM: Mr. Chairman, Sir, the hon. Minister is
aware that the irrigation facility is one of the important facilities through
which we can improve he agricuitural production, its productivity, and also
its contribution to the GDP. | would like to know what are the specific
measures and the initiatives that the Central Government is taking in areas
where there is scanty rainfall or where there is monsoon failure, and
especially in the dry areas of Andhra Pradesh, Northern Karnataka and
Vidarbha region. This is number one. Number two; | would like to draw the
attention of the hon. Minister to the remunerative price problems faced by
the chilly growing farmers in Guntur and Prakasam Districts of Andhra
Pradesh. There are people who are committing suicide. There are people
who are burning their chilly crops. There is distress sale. There is a grave
situation. | would like to draw the kind attention of the hon. Minister towards
that.

oft wifaetra fan: Wit wEe, AT T A St fam ik 1 E, sgarfm
¥ it TufaT BFR A 12 O F71 2800 FUS A 9@ 99 2005-2006 # fog
4800 A€ TUC forar € | 30= wrg € 9 9 1 i wev ot i @ an A sh
e waré R, 36 foufa ) @0 U a@R A Ay RU A A @A 9 0 S fag
- WA T § SR 3ty wew WG S ot weara Sort ¥, 39! wightear § S
R A U 9910 1 5h S 981 1 o %) a9 €, sus fae i fRdegm s
<1l & 1% 30,000 Hifgw o7 FY @i #Y W 1 frart w1 fa=ff w1 3w sfvs
B | 9l WS % R 98 Gl 1 W R

it gwrafy: Wt weeg, | IR fra € ok 3wl @ fea s wig @ §?

- ot Sifoetrer (i W, S 3R @ 8, anft A uw st T 8, weeie
[T F 9% TSR ST FU N, WY g 1 <)t feafe 3, so@ squfa h i #
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3 2700/-Tau 9k fged & fea@ A 3T e T R 1@ S AR g IR T
2§ ol weer 91 59 an | el HET 3ues &3 |

sit Srgerg WMo gusfa o, S v 9 € 05 9deE A v fF = vt
= waisda 2 ® 11 | Wiefes feee smn 9mm €% foa vam oik,...?

st wrgfy: =, T oe A3 whgu | Al Wi 0EeE, Q- S a8 W o
e 319 9% § o et o1 e e 3T @ 3l S @ik e R F N W@
Z hraed g o e W | 30 YTen 1 que 8 HTE 98 €2 98 9aRg

it wifrema i warufs s, Sk H3 e fem, oty wiu # s =1 searem
s B Q e °f 3w e 9 on T o K 39 wwig § franit Sl waned
TN, TG THHT FH 9 7 5, 79 Forg vreE 7 T QUi wied feanges v
3fiT 2700/~ wqU T fFaml 1 30,000 e < st @OR &, o +ft o @l
% ferg ¥ @ waeha 1

st wwrafa: g Jo e g v we e QA w22 L (mmam)

i:R. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: No, Sir. It is a good question which you
will appreciate. In the Indian economy, the agricultural sector plays a very
important role. As my friend has aiready said, it is going to contribute 4
per zent of the GDP. In this connection, the most important things are
agr.culturai credit and providing water either rainwater or river water. | am
extramely happy that the present Government has increased the agricultural
credit from Rs. 37,000 crores to Rs.55.000 crores. As regards rair, States
iike Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and cther States have been reeling under
drought for the last five years. What permanent and long-term measures
are you contemplating to provide water facility, either by preserving rainwater
or river water? What more activities are the Agriculture Ministry
contemplating to increase agriculturai production in the Indian economy?

MR. CHAIRMAN: This is practically a separate question. This is not
concerned with this question.

DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: Sir, ny question is whether the Mid-
Term Review of the Tenth Five Year Pian has laid stress on revival of
agricultural growth. The growth has been affected...(Interruptions)....

MR. CHAIRMAN: There are so many factors. ...(/nterruptions)...
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DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: So. he has to give the reg:ily. As per the
Mid-Term Review of the Tenth Five Year Plan, he has to repiy.

sht qurafe: o WTH 39T Sae &, @ 2 €1

ft wifem i iR gaefa R, W T T @it €, 3
srue i § of frurt & =rhl frepe ot € wfen st e o s 81 =g
TS ST 912 €, 3T 4| § O eH &), 6 gt 1ofiewe g R A w
| ey ® A A0 feat R, s aga wdt < # ) St s Rean s 6,
..... (FmEuA) ... Gwad 7Ry, 36 fau dfaum deivm fea st wr @ afs |
% R F) 3T 3F TP ZR aF AHL FY 7€ FLTAFA € | 30 G & [
&= ¥ vy off Y, arrard o e fiar W fais s oft @d@t @ fag s &
H FWE ¥ 2t o B P siadea gedil w off frar ) S fem @ g,
TS 9§ EHd fH w6 ot forarl +1 g ugen 1 off a@ Rt @l &
ARA 9 AYfd F0 9 @i onfe & fag i sn M@ SR eI wiaw
Tt %1 @A &, aw WU F S R oiR g R Te aEr S o a1 WEN
= Wof, g v Rfeg =9 @ o) Rt T g o) @t ok wwi & feparat &)
T A R e A T3 HTHFS B

SHRI RAVULA CHANDRA SEKAR REDDY: Sir, the ansver says that
the mid-term review is incomplete. When is the mid-term review likely to
be completed? Since the Government has recognised that agriculture and
allied sectors are very much essential for achieving the growth rate of

8 per cent, what steps have been contemplated for providing credit to
small and marginal farmers, apart from the remunerative piices?

it wifeena yfar: -t Qumafa s, # smos mream @ frdea won =mwa §
o gofiore wiar frar! % ufd iate @ wfaeg & SR TR A SF, 2004 € =96
= Hfa w1 e #1 { R Iuw g ad § sras A | sarn wrea g fE E5iY
01 Yot €1 on o e 8, gofone TR § UEe 86 &R U 1 R WAE 9,
IqF G TF AE 99 TR (FHEYH)...

sit wwrafa: 9% oG &A1 g €, o g & wsH ¥
sit wifireer yitan: s o PraEt & Y F ge € ().
ot wwrfa: g 91 99 T, A € 9@ =9 § @ sanu)
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it o A9 S gy, welt wdey | w6t 7 o=t ww fe €, F e
SR ¥R IR St 1 @R a1 g e # fRami 5t e, aw aR | faed b,
Y F R ¥ | T7i Twifusr @l § gt <1 9ga s faea i seit 3w
IS THA 3T 919 Y4 97 8, T 11t % fau =2 2 fean a0 e 2 aaER
&} S WrE o, I9Q SR FiHd <4 A | B HG GERE TER FHUY P SOEFH
FN T o, agFHa 39 I T2 fagd F 9 I W aTerRad 9 & E, T El
T & IR T | S CRITEFR A5 o, SH) =1e] @A T g i 9= e
% oI 391 FEH qg areft 87

ot wifrere R A gafa @, e e Y Terg & 9 fa
e B T, &0 off TR Wew U 1 UF Yo IS We¥ 1 o € 3R awi
T FTH HYK FT UK T ¢ | TERIE TEFR gE T it g1 # = ufa
TRt G HT 8, TOfAT ST ® g TSl % o+t o'l st STee HIE
AN, (SHFYH)......

sit T AN FIH FT R, (FIYFA).....

oft gvTafd: 3nq w3 ST ) e ifSw) oy Sfaw) ... (FHEYH)... I8 e 9T
%1 g T3 St =1 SR ) g Tea 9@ R

oft wifrerer iE: AEAE G, FUR Y A ST g § Ieared Sl gen ¥,
48 1 WM & 1 =wi fear! = surn vE fue @ R, SfFE 9. ¥ 39 e $1 9"
wifee 3 & S 91 € @ ST FIHa w Hedt §, S e 9 ¥ e
|uafa <A, 3@ foe wedieded @ ufe 37 1 9 wa @ § aifs 91 @i
@ o W@ iR faEt 1 vt 9 81 i A 1 w fifaw i e
fram st

oft wTufa: S HL ARG, S 78 FE R

oft <ffe & T <= W, # O S 9 a% g 9R W R d 5 fesd
T ¥ 9 A firsff @iEr 1 9 99 @ R, 9% ondt a el W 9 @R,
T &1 FH F9 FEFA?

st Fifee R 9T gl S, R @ o ¥ aEde 9o 3 SR
o 8, T A ST €}, R oft @ @ 9@ § ovn 3 feew F st
=ifee @ # o5 AT WS Y ST F Y
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SHRI N. K. PREMACHANDRAN: Sir, as per this Census, the
Government has formulated eight strategies to increase agricultural
production and thereby agricultural growth. Sir, | am on a different point,
i.e. the cultivable land in India, though it is constant at 160 million hectares,
in many States it is declining day-by-day. For example, in my State, half
of the paddy fields have been converted into commercial purposes.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Don't give example. (Interruptions) Put your guestion.

SHRI N.K. PREMACHANDRAN: So, my question is: Has the
Government of India adopted any strategy to maintain the cultivable land
in our country?

it wifarema i v awfa i, g e [ e S e Sl @
?, 7= ¥ ger B, «ifE urgeee @ st W@ R At s s @ alesw
TR ) T W@ & fow TWER AT PR i e W e, SRR R
it A & foag TR 3 F Frfwy wn e ok o sdmdl @ mam
T dm fifeaa & 7 feort +t 7eg 38 fad iR SR g, 9 s T ERsa
! HIfere w8 af Tl il = ) sl e frardl Fl sq R S ap et e
g

ot wt= R wfas : wreita gamgfa s, § sas wnem @ arel W@t <t d smm
arear § fF T gr wiaed faa wfaem i-fifaa &3 =) fifqa fa i o=fla @
1 A& T § R frn Se-wwfae §9 F 99M F1 W@ &R ® gl
wefaa 22 wrren,  wa @ g% it s e € RE sre o wadt 9 @l #1
o FE §, I AW ofR I # S fRan ofe # wlig w2

it [wrafy: w5 <f, saw) o fusf 9§ o7 W e Y §, wEar dwa)

st wifgera e arHrE gfa st Safs 39 1w o fe aEr ol
P FNH SR YD 76 | e A < @ ¥ AfE feast #) st s m s
T, =R =g ane] ), e A, =l &, 39 919 f @ o -suml S Wew |
ff 79 39 9 F W A FL W T )| 96 7 I90ES W@ IW AW & A F g@n
T R, & ¥ A e ) W HEY § A @ I St T g

st Wt @ | A wvrafa St # e HEA S| wmerm ama g e
Tore o7 & 2 T STeTE) W8 T ¥, 39 o T et v=aty Qe F s e
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Y &1 I IuE wHEE § Tem? ¥ 7y wafE yue e § HifE it
uferm < <uil ¥, freel v s § 9w 9 s f od ® fe iy %1 Saared
STrEl & SUTa H U 5y T W ¥, W e T S o O FaE A v
#1 A 7 8, IW e & Toe = g 9 St 30 9@ i el 3 % et
et e & T e F1 SaeA fea A

gt wifawra i sy gamafa S, s 9 afts 9ee A
. (EET)...

st gurafy: goff TR TCE aR-9R 9% W 1B © € fF o s W g
I g @ &, 9 39 v 1 @ oy i 1 yma T o form yem A A 97

o Tiet et 9 39 WEH H1 W Y B o o) gty @ w5t St €, afea
I g ot s Fe wg W §, st 4t a9 T ¥ il Iu amgfd @ ferg
eyl ety s 4 gm0 Y F1 e feaT 8 wem?

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: Sir, the Minister of Health and Family
Welfare is also here.

it wifaara JRan: aeHE werela S, st s &1 Sty §, 9% eed faam
& SF-aifd STl T ) ST Y D 5gd € et € it 97 U wga § dofieawen
?, 3us g frgra iy % &3 F soare off s ey, sus fag st gedior AR
A UF T ST FH 5 Y1 S Frdmn g €, faad et wd o oi
Wt FEWFR D FAFATA

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: Sir, will this question continue for half-an-
hour?

W T 39 vigr: A |arefa S, off aifte ued 99 g € S #feer 8 om
¥ | werea, fagr ® wrm anen g it 3 fores wfeer ot &, et @ i ae
ama &, wfegr, @, anfn, wigw, o ga focl § wew =1 @dt 98 TR W
T trafafimifF e A w 9o, afdem d, e re g g,
3G wled aren 18 98 R & wrehg w5 St @ fded s 9w € fE uw d sas
fufrma g, ~aaw awd= &g, o7 fyifa w1 ok g, T =reren w1 S s
AT D g 39 fHur! Q@ 7361 1 @iT w1 ot g
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it wifrerer e WA warafa <A, S At e S @ 9 @ feg N
e 1 & fob v & wme # faered, <orgs, Sttt o of werst Y Ao & aJwa
3 gaF foeent oF Ao e § Sl 39 240 TS FIC @S FTH §H qaEH1 91
&3 o¥ T o 3T e TE R AR W EEY $ 3 T oft T o fraR W
@ T

W Iy T Y ; i &7 off saewen wifae ). (=au)

ot Fifaeret SR S = e %) 96 S8 ¢, T8 WIS e A a9 g
§, v 0 feufa =1 Saen dan ¥ of frart & wfafafudl @ 9=t =@ ¥
..(HAYr)... 3 . H U, TER A FEA 91 | 1w i ngs feram wme @
g YR 9 H1 gl ¥ 1/ WER .. (Ha9A)

We TR 28 Well : HahT WSt g8 & 9T # ) .. (HAuA)
sft wrafy . s <, Sifen, Sfew) s S € Afaw)

Meeting on Right to Fcod

*702. SHRIMATI VANGA GEETHA T
SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY SIRIGIREDDY :

Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FCOD AND PUBLIC
DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have any proposal in favour of adopting a cross-
sectoral approach for impiementation of the right to food and treating itas
multidimensional issue,;

(b) if so, whether Government have called for any meeting in this regard
recently;

{c) if so, the details of points discussed in the meeting; and
(d) the outcome thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOODAND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (DR.AKHILESHPRASAD
SINGH) : (a) tc (d) A Statement is laic on the Table of the House.

1The question was actually asked on the floor of the House by Shrimati Vanga Geetha.
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