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*401.   SHRI BHOLA PRASAD : 
SHRI KALYAN ROY : 

SHRI  SALIL  KUMAR SHRI 
S. KUMARAN : SHRI SALIL 
KUMAR 

GANGULI : SHRI S. 
KUMARAN : 

Will the Minister of LABOUR be pleased 
to state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that ihere has 
been a sharp decline in the payment of 
dearness allowance to workers in organised 
industries during  the last six months; 

(b) if so, the industries in which the pay-
ment of dearness allowance has substantially 
gone down giving the number of workers 
involved; and the extent of deduction ; and 

(c) whether this decline in wage cost has 
led to a fall in prices of manufactured goods 
? 

THE MINISTER OF LABOUR (SHRI K. 
V. RAGHUNATHA REDDY): (a) and (b) 
The Payment of dearness allowance in most 
of the organised industries is linked with 
changes in the consumer price index 
numbers. All India or local centres, as the 
case may be. Between July, 1975 and 
January, 1976, there has been a steady dec-
line in the consumer price index numbers 
(The All-India Index (1960=100) declined 
from 324 in July, 1975 to 298 in January, 
1976). 

The actual decline in (he quantum of 
dearness allowance in any particular industry 
would depend on the prevailing system of 
dearness allowance. Detailed information on 
the number of workers involved and the 
extent of deduction is not available. 

(c) The wholesale price index for manu-
factures (base 1961-62=100) comprising 
'Chemicals', 'Machinery and Transport 
Equipment' and 'Finished Products' declined 
from 248.6 in July, 1975 to 246.8 in De-
cember, 1975; it is however difficult to 
establish, in the short run, any direct cor-
relation between the wholesale price index 
for manufactures and decline in the quantum 
of dearness allowance. 
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 Strengthening of Indo-U.S. relations 

*402. SHRI PRAKASH VEER SHASTRI: 
Will the Minister ef EXTERNAL AFFAIRS   
be  pleased  to  state: 

(a) whether any fresh efforts have been 
made for further strengthening Indo-Ame-
rican  political  relations;  and 

(b) if so, with what results ? 

 
t[THE   MINISTER   OF      EXTERNA! 

AFFAIRS   (SHRI Y.  B. CHAVAN):   (a and 
(b)   India's policy is to    work for mature   
and  constructive   relationship   wit the  
United States     based     on     equality 

t[    ] English translation. 


