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the statistics to find out the percentage cf
foreign tourists who had stayed in your four-
star and five-star hotels out of the total
number el foreign tourists, and if the number
is meagre, what steps have you taken to cater
to their needs?

SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH: Sir, a
survey of this kind wa3 carried out some
time back to find out what exactly was the
preference of the tourists and, Sir, it Pointed
out that nearly 41 per cent of the tourists
who came to our country preferred to stay
in four-star or five-star hotels.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Next question.

Future Tourist Traffic

*392 SHRI SYED AHMAD HASHMI
SHRI JAGDISH JOSHI :f SHRI
KHURSHED ALAM KHAN :

Will the MINISTER OF TOURISM AND
CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to state:—

(a) whether it is a fact that latest trends in
tourist traffic indicate that future tourist
traffic is more likely to be in the age group of
twenty and thirty;

(b) whether this trend will necessitate
any re-urientation of Governments' policy in
the matter of infrastructure and publicity;
and

(c) if so, what are Governments' plans to
meet this new requirement ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF TOURISM AND CIVIL
AVIATION (SHRI SURENDRA PAL
SINGH) : (a) No, Sir, According to com-
pilations made by the Department of Tour-
rism, the share of foreign tourists in the age
group of 17—30 years in total tourist arrivals
accounted for 31.6 per cent in 1972, 32.6 per
cent in 1973 and 33.4 per cent in 1974. The
share of this age group during January-
September 1975 remained at 33 -9 per cent
as during the corresponding period of 1974.
It does ngt necessarily follow from this that
future tourist traffic is more likely to be in
the age group of twenty and thirty. The
tourists in the age group of 31—-50 years
still predominate accounting for about 40 per
cent of the total.

+The question was actually asked on he
floor of the House by Shri Jagdish Joshi.

[RAJYA SABHA]

to Questions 16

(b) and (c) The Government has been
taking active interest in promoting youth
traffic to India. Among the steps taken to
increase such traffic arc introduction of
youth fares, promotional activities in the
universities and colleges by Government of
India Tourist Offices abroad, building up of
inexpensive accommodation for youth
groups i.e. youth hostels.
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SHRI KHURSHED ALAM KHAN :
Sir, our statistics are normally entirely
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different from the prevailing trends and I
must say that our youth hostels are a pro-
blem for the management. May I therefore
know whether this definite trend in the to
urist traffic is more indicated these days and
whether there is mote likelihood of increase
of traffic in this age-group ? Obviously, this
class of tourists will be mainly economy
class tourists and we will have, therefore, to
find out suitable outfit and gear up our
infrastructure in order to meet these
requirements. I would like to know the
details of schemes and time-bound
programmes that are under consideration in
this regard. Will the hon. Minister kindly
indicate these ?

SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH :
Sir, the Government of India has decided to

| provide accommodation for middle-income

group and low-income group tourists and
also take are of the requirements of youth
and students. With that end in view every
effort is being made to create low-income
group accommodation like youth hostels,
tourist lodges and forest lodges. I might
repeat for the information of the lion.
Member—as I have already said before—that
in furture we have plans tn construct three
youth hostels, six tourist bung'ilows and five
forest lodges—out of which one has already

| been commissioned and one is likely to be
| commissioned very shortly. Three more

forest lodges will also come up very shortly.
These are the various plans that we have on
our hands at the present moment. We are
fully aware and conscious of the fact that in

| future traffic of this category might increase

and we will take care of it.
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MR. CHAIRMAN
The facilities are for all.
Minister has stated.

: He has replied.
That is what th

SHRI JANARDHANA REDDY : Sir, 1
am of the opinion that this Ministry of
Tourism is merely concentrating on star
hotels and guest houses etc., which is also, of
course, necessary. Our country is an

to Questions 20

ancient country with its cultural heritage.
We are sorry that we are unable to attract
foreign tourists as we expect to. Is the
Ministry planning to have any master plan to
exhibit our rural cultural activities by
constructing rural artisan villages etc., so
that we could attract more foreign tourists?
We are exhibiting only some dances in the
star hotels; except that we are not able to
anything.

MR. CHAIRMAN : That suggestion
may be taken into consideration.

SHRI RAJ BAHADUR : Foreign tour-
rists are attracted by our snow peaks of the
Himalayas, our wild life, our flora, our
cultural heritage, monuments, our life style
and in that my friend should also know that
people go and mix up with the people in the
villages.

SHRI S. W. DHABE : Has the Ministry
at any time considered the question of
accommodation for tourist at place of
Mahatma Gandhi, that is, Sevagram ? Are
there any facilities nearabout '? Will the hon.
Minister consider the proposal that the
foreign tourists could stay with the middle-
class families in order to promote tourism ?
These foreign tourists can certainly stay with
some families here. Has the Ministry taken
steps in this regard 1

SHRI RAJ BAHADUR : I am happy to
say that the proposal for constructing
accommodation for the visitors visiting
Sevagram has been under consideration and
I am in a position to say that we will very
shortly sanction it and we shall try to build it
up as soon as possible.

SHRI HAMID ALI SCHAMNAD: Has
it come to the notice af the Government that
at Kovalam where an enclosure has been
made for the foreign tourists ta take bath and
all that, the local tourists from Kerala are not
allowed to enter ? That complaint has been
made by the local tourists.

SHRI RAJ BAHADUR : That problem
is in my knowledge and I would say that
there is no ban on the entry of our own
people in the surrounding areas to approach
Kovalam. It is also a fact that when the
foreigners come.they also want to have some
privacy which has to be respected and,
therefore, I am happy to say that the State
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Government has already undertaken to build
up accommodation Jand facilities for home
tourists and also local people a little away
from the Kovalam complex.

SHRIMATI LEELA DAMODARA
MENON : Is it a fact that in the Kovalam
Beach hotel, changing rooms are now being
charged at the rate of Rs. 25 fir the use of
the visitors whereas previously, Re. 1/-was
charged ?

SHRI RAJ BAHADUR : Our prices have
to have some relationship with the prices of
similar facilities obtaining in other other
Countries. Our prices are the cheapest
compared to those prevailing in other Coun-
tries, in Countries of Europe *tnd America
from where most of the tourists come.

DR. RAJAT KUMAR CHAKRABARTI
: In the context of part (b) of the question
relating to infrastructure and publicity, may
I know from the hon. Minister what positive
steps have been taken so far and what
publicity materials have been produced so far
to have an effect on the foreign tourists So
that Calcutta is no more a dreadful city ?
Secondly, what positive steps have been
taken to persuade the foreign airlines to
touch Dum Dum airport ? These are two
very simple things. What publicity materials
have been prepared to dispel the impression
that Calcutta is a dreadful city and what
positive steps have been taken to ask the
foreign airlines to touch Dum Dumairport ?

SHRI RAJ BAHADUR : Sir, this
question was raised a few days age also, Let
me assure him that we are giving due
emphasis to the question of publicity in
relation to the Eastern Region including
Calcutta, Assam and Orissa. I will make it a
point to send him the bunch of literature that
we have produced and distributed ampng
the foreign tourists.

SHRI SHYAMLAL GUPTA : Gene-
rally, the foreign tourists coming to India
are very old people who want to roam about
the country and sec for themselves. The
number of tourists in the age group of 20—
30 may be very low. Will the hon. Minister
give us the figures as to the number of
hippies in this age group who have visited
this country ?

[27 JAN. 1976]

to Questions 22

SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH:
Sir, we do not keep separate figures in our
country for the hippies. But I can certainly
give the figures about the number of people
in different age groups who have visited our
country .

MR. CHAIRMAN : You have already-
given the figures.

SHRI SHYAMLAL GUPTA : Most of
the people in this age group 20—30 are
hippies.

SHRI RAJ BAHADUR : Hippies are
very few.

SHRI M. R. KRISHNA : Sir, the tourist
department is making a fundamental
mistake in regard t, the survey. In other
countries, survey is a continuing thing and it
is not done once a year. Development of
tourism depends more on surveys. In this
country, we have to provide more facilities
to the foreign tourists. In other countries,
development of tourism is linked with other
facilities. I would like to know from the
hon. Minister whether he has any plan in
this regard. My friend, Mr. Oberoi, has got a
golf course attached to his hotel. This is
very important. People do not come here to
see shrines and temples. They come here to
enjoy and play. I would like to know from
the hon. Minister whether the Government
of India would be assisting the State
Governments to provide at least swimming
pools in all the hotels which they are
contemplating to construct.

SHRI RAJ BAHADUR We are
keeping that aspect in view. Therefore, we
are developing places for mountain trekking
and so on and we are also making
arrangements for golf course. lam very
happy that a hotel in the private sector has
provided for it. We are aiso doing some-
thing to take care of cricket.
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SHRIMATI MARGARET ALVA :
There are, in this country, thousands of
foreign students who spend long holidays in
the universities, I think, not being able to
tour round the country sufficiently because
of lack of sufficient funds. I would like to
know whether the Ministry has any plans by
which some cheap package tours for foreign
students in the country to see more of India
during their vacations have been Considered
of whether any of them exist at all.

SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH : Sir,
we have a provision of concessional fares
for foreign students Coming to our Country
from outside and I presume that the same
facilities are available to foreign students
within the country also. But I have not got
the details.

Indo-British Joint Committee

*393 DR. V.B. SINGH :
SHRI SARDAR AMJAD ALIf: SHRI
HARSH DEO MALAVIYA : Will the
Minister of COMMERCE be

pleased to state :

+

(a) what are the broad features of the
agreement signed between India and United

+The question was actually asked on the
floor of the House by Shri Sardar Amjad
Ali.

[RAJYA SABHA]

to Questions 24

Kingdom for establishing the Indo-British
Joint Committee forEconomicCooperation
and Trade; and

(b) whether it is likely to help India
secure from the E.E.C. the special facilities
given by it to African, Carribean and Pacific
countries under the Lome Convention ?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
(PROF. D. P. CHATTOPADHYAYA) :
(a) and (b) A statement is placed on the
Table of the House.

Statement

An arrangement by way of Exchange of
Letters was signed by Mr. Peter Shore,
Secretary of State for Trade and Prof. D.P.
Chattopadhayaya, Minister (Commerce)
establishing an Indo-British Economic Com-
mittee with a view to consider and recom-
mend ways and means of promoting eco-
nomic/industrial cooperation between the
two countries. Two sub-Committees have
also been set-up, the first being concerned
with issues of bilateral economic relations
and the second with industrial co-operation
technological collaboration and investment .

The Joint Committee could discuss
bilateral or other issues of interest including
the securing of U.K.'s support for furthering
the process of globalising the initiatives
taken by the EEC in respect of certain deve-
loping countries under the Lome Con-
vention.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Yes, Sardar Amjad
Ali.

SHRI SARDAR AMIJAD ALI :
No, Sir. Mr. Malaviya will ask.

SHRI HARSH DEO MALAVIYA :
Sir, the Generalised Scheme of Preferences
accepted by UNCTAD-II in New Delhi in
1968, envisaged increased export earnings
for developing countries like India to pro-
mote industrialisation and accelerate the rate
of economic growth. India took a leading
part in taking this decision and I would like
to know how far this object as laid down by
UNCTAD-II will be advanced after the
creation of the Indo-British Joint Committee
and also as to what facilities the Lome
Convention gives to the countries of Africa
in the EEC.



