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Drought conditions   bordering on famine Prevail 
in Tirunelveli, Kudukottai    ana Dharamapuri 
Districts of the State. The situation     in    rhe   
North Arcot, South Arcot, Trichy and    Tanjore    
Districts is equally bad. Paddy crops over an area 
of 17,000 hectares      are lost    in Tanjore 
District alone, which is   supposed   to be the rice 
bowl of the State. In otner districtS the standing 
crops are withering and agri cultural    operations 
are    at a standstill' The condition of agricultural 
labour in ths villages has become pittable. 
Almost all he irrigation tanks and wells are dried 
up, and there is no  water even to drink. 

Fortunately, our Finance Minister wno is now 
touring trie State also belongs to that State, and 
if he makes an assessment of the drought 
conditions, I will be very happy. But he is said 
to be in Madras on some other mission, namely, 
poll alliance. He is there at Madras now dis-
cussing with his collegaues whether to have an 
alliance with Mr. Kamraj or with any other 
person, Sir, he was interested m replying to 
questions relating to matters on individuals like 
Mr. Biju Patnaik and others. But I do not know 
how far he will be interested in solving this 
problem which is concerning 4.5 crore people of 
his own State. The State Government has 
appealed to the Centre for drought relief in tne 
form of one lakh tonnes of rice per month and 
also for a good quantum of subsidy in the shape 
of grants. I would like to appeal that the Centre 
should give imme. diately an amount of not less 
than Rs. 30 crores. In this connection, the 
Finance Minister has said— 

"If an extraordinary situation arises where 
all these provisions will not be adequate, we are 
not going to say that the Sixth Finance 
Commission has reco. mmended and 
whatever might be the magnitude of human 
misery, we are not going to look into it." 

I want to mention that the situation in Tamil 
Nadu is now extraordinary and so immediate 
help should be rushed to the state and it should 
not be cut  from the 

Plan amount. 
Finally, Sir, I would like to mention one or 

two tnings in tnis regard. The State 
Government has fixed the maximum retail 
prices of paddy and rice in order to help the 
poor public. The concurrence of the Centre is 
awaited. 

Secondly, the Government of Tamil Nadu 
has formulated a crash programme to energise 
about 60,000 pumpsets in the State to incrase 
food production. But the great difficulty we are 
experiencing is the shortage of raw materials 
particularly aluminium conductors. The Union 
Government has been already represented to 
allot more aluminium for the manufacture of 
conductors. Again I appeal that the Central 
Government should immediately grant a sum 
of Rs. 30 crores to the   State. 
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