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Notification of the Ministry of Finance

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRIMATI
SUSHILA ROHATGI) : Sir, 1 beg to lay on
the Table a copy (in English and Hindi) of the
Ministry of Finance (Department of Revenue
and Insurance) Notification G.S.R. No. 664(E),
dated the 22nd November, 197*, together with
an Explanatory Memorandum thereon. [
Placed in Library See No. L T 8581/74 ]

CALLING ATTENTION TO AMATTER
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

Reported Collapse of a Suspension
ridge over river Mahakali

w1 g63@ ArAdd (347 9IA) o HEA, 17

TATIT, 1974 TF AA-ATA EHT 97 QA 77
517 HEATAT 737 & 397 FAT A K £Z W0 A1
94 F1L0 142 =aiEaa) &1, (A gfawia a0
AT, W TS & ARVATY AT A § 9fvaEa 0ar

F eq fzamar 2

THE MINISTER OF SHIPPING AND
TRANSPORT (SHRI KAMLAPATI TRI-
PATHI) : Sir, according to the news-item that
appeared in the Times of India and olh r papers
on 27th November, 1974 over 140 persons,
mostly Indians, have been reported missing
following the collapse of the hanging rope bridge
over the Mahakali River on the Indo-Nepalese
border on November 17. This news-item that
eight persons on the bridge at the time of
tragedy swam a shore, and four bodies were
recovered.

'"This news-item has further given the
information that there was heavy traffic on the
bridge on that day because of the traditional
Joukt Jeevi fair held after Diwali in Darchula
District of the Nepalese Kingdom which is
attended by people on both sides of the horde'.
It also mentions that the bridge gave way when
pillars on the Indian side collapsed as the bridge
could obviously not bear the weight of about
150 persons.

The Survey of India Map shows that the

River Mahakali flows along the Indo-Nepal
border  dividing Pithoragarh District of
U.P.

and the Nepal Kingdom. The bridge does not
fall on any National Highway system in the
country.
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[n this connection, the following telex

message was received by the Ministry of Ex-

ternal Affairs (Government of India) from the

Government of UP. on 18th November, 1974 :

"D.M. PITHORAGARH HAS INFOR-
MED THAT SUSPENSION BRIDGE
AT JAULJIBI OVER RIVER KALI AT
INDO-NEPAL BORDER COLLAPSED
AT 1215 1IRS ON 17 NOV. WHICH
WAS THE THIRD DAY OF FAIR. 17
PERSONS RESCUED FROM RIVDR-
CASUALTIES SUSPCTED INTEN-
SIVE SEARCH FOR SUSPECTED
MISSING PERSONS BEING MADE.
FIRST AID GIVEN TO THOSE INJUR-
ED. BRIDGE !S MAINTAINED BY
NEPAL GOVERNMENT. COMMIS-
SIONER KUMAR HAS ALSO BEEN
ASKED TO VISIT JAULJIBI IMMED-
IATELY."

The Ministry of External Affairs have also
contacted the Minister in the Embassy of India,
Kathmandu, regarding further details of the
accident. They have reported that the Indian
News report appearing in the Times of India on
-27th  November datelined Kathmandu,
November 26, appears to be based on a news
item in the 'Rising Nepal' of the 26th November,
an official newspaper of the Govt, of Nepal and
that the Embassy has asked for further informa-
tion from the Govt, of Nepal, who in turn, have
asked the District authorities to give detailed
report on the accident.

The U.P. Government is also being con-
tacted by this Ministry to get.further details of
the accident. After the full details of the acci-
dent are available from the U.P. Government
and the embassy of India in Nepal, the same
would be placed before the House.

Wl EOdG WIANm . AR, gWTe AT
WET RTA FEERI T THA 2 AT /9 3 4y
ool 3% AT 1R (T Az mam drgw wwA
fr=s gu wT | T faega EETn ol gt
g R WIEE EW 17 AR WY aid 2
SAET 7, ATE T ETT 4@, Al §2 W A A
e ife e o7 A% & GRO3F TR am
oAt ¥ S era e

LO O G IR TR v B B E |
gaval ¢ [ wer Ztue Y W AT aw 0w
B BN WEEIT 4 ZuTT F Fowear g anfn
wryrr Fy Tyee w27 3R oF wy oo wg
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WA qTETT 39T, SHT NIH IET IAT 97 A9
IR ST 47 9sw Aq1 3
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#1, gz &7 3fEF wEar S ogear &) FEeia
AT IACHTW F 4T F, AL & wwA AT @A F,
forar et o7 G% &, AW AT @ AT E.

MR. CHAIRMAN : That will be kept in
view. Let the hon. Member put his questiot.

=t TRATCA I F2A1 A7 & (F w4 A7
Z 7z & 3IfFa o afzm
MR. CHAIRMAN : That is all right.

SHRI LOKANATH MISRA (Orissa) :
Firstly, I would like to know why the hon.
Minister took the responsibility of replying to
this question when it was entrusted to him
because it does not come under his jurisdiction
in any shape.

[Mr. Deputy Chairman in ths Chair] He
should have categorically told the Rajya Sabha
Secretariat that it does not pertain to him and
whoseover is the Minister-in-charge of it in the
External Affairs Ministry should take the
responsibility to reply to these questions.
There must be a procedure and I do not
know whether the hon.  Minister would be in
a position to say that because it is only the
External ~ Affairs Ministry which can reply. I
am happy that the Deputy Minister of External
Affairs is here and so he should reply to the
question. He must have been briefed about it
or else there is no occasion for him to be here..

SHRI D.N. DWIVEDL (Uttar Pradesh) :
He is a Member of this House.

SHRI LOKANATH MISRA: Some people
try to show their wisdom by bringing to the
notice of the House that a particular Minister is
a Member of this House. It does not add to the
wisdom of anybody.
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SHRI D. N. DWIVEDI : It was relevant
and that was why I brought it to your notice.
SHRI LOKANATH MISRA : Ministers
belong to both Houses. Therefore, it is not the
privilege of this House to own him because
you cannot own him all the time.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : You ask
your clarification.

SHRI LOKANATH MISRA : I wanted to
know what is the procedure in the case of a
particular river as Mahakali which happens to
be the border river between two countries and
how such bridges which connect two countries
are maintained in the normal course, if it is
being maintained by the Nepal Government,
then there must have been some kind of an
agreement between india and Nepal as to who
would be responsible for the maintenance of it
or who would be looking after it. Or is it also
the partial responsibility of the Government of
India to supervise, through its officers, the use
of the bridge by a particular number of persons
at a time ? Was any notice hung there that this
is the capacity that the bridge can carry and that
beyond that nobody should get on to the bridge
? If such caution notices were not there, whether
it is the Nepal Government or the Indian
Government—as indicated by our socialist
friend from there who has now disappeared,
whether it is this Government or the other
Government—somebody  must  be  held
responsible for paying compensation. If it was
the responsibility of the Nepal Government to
look after the bridge and if nothing has been
notified there near this bridge that this is the
capacity of the bridge and that nobody should
go beyond that capacity, then the Nepal Go-
vernment becomes responsible for it, and it is
for the Extern;'.! Ministry now to demand com-
pensation from them.

Now, Sir, finally, the question has been
relegated to fate by the hon. Minister by saying
that it did not collapse on the other side but
that it collapsed from this side. We cannot
relegate these things to fate alone when we
function in a Government, and as part of the
Government, the hon. Minister will have to say
something to justify the functioning of the
Government as to how it collapsed. Eleven
days have passed, and some kind of an inquiry
must have been started by the Government of
UP or by the Government of Nepal as to what
was the reason for this cohapse, how it collapsed
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[ Shri Lokanath Misi'a ] There must have
been some case history behind it, some case
history must have been collected I about it. Will
the hon. Mmisier kindly let us know as to the
reason of the collapse. And 1 hope that you.
Sir, would kindly ask the De puty Minister of
External Affairs to apprise this House of it, or
else it is a futile exercise, the entire exercise
would be a futile one. And when you do not get
answers, why ask questions at all ? It is only a
waste of time.

SHRI BIPINPAL DAS (Assam) : it per-
tains to both Ministries.

SHRI KAMLAPAT1 TRIPATHI : This
motion was called by the hon. Member in my
name and this was admitted by the Chairman
inmy name. So, I think

SHRI RABI RAY (Orissa) : You are not
the Minister in charge of that thing.

SHRI LOKANATH MISRA : I do not
accuse the hon. Minister. On a point of per
sonal explanation, as private Members, we
do
not know whether the bridge is maintained
by
us or by the Nepal Government or jointly or
whether it belongs to the UP Government or
to somebody else

SHRI KAMLAPATI TRIPATHI
are perfectly right.

:You

SHRI LOKANATH MISRA: We may be
ignorant about it as private Members. But it
is collective responsibility.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : That is
why he is answering.

SHRI LOKANATH MISRA: If we had
sent notices in the wrong name, the Depart-
ment or the Ministry should have sent it on to
the relevant Ministry.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : He has
collected the information and he is giving it.

SHRI KAMLAPATI TRIPATHI:There
is nothing wrong if I have also answered this
Calling Attention Notice, and I think the hon.
members should be grateful and thankful to
me that I have come to their rescue.

As soon as we came to know this, we
have contacted the U.P. Government also for
full details. And the External Affairs

Ministry has also contacted our Embassy in
Kathmandu.
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SHRI LOKANATH MISRA : What is
their report  ?

104

SHRI KAMLAPATI TRIPATHI : Their
report was the telex message that we received

from the District Magistrate of Pithora-
garh----

SHR' LOKANATH MISRA: The External
Affairs Ministry doc ' with District
Magistrates.

SHRi KAMLAPATI TRIPATHI : They say
that the Embassy has asked for further informa-
tion from the Government of Nepal v.'ho, in
turn, have asked the District authorities to give
detaied report on the accident. As soon as we

get the detailed report, we shall place it before the
House.

st wW Sww A (I s oo I
sqafy wEgy, wd1 A& wElET T A g w8,
qEErATEH [FUT  § MR W WIETEIHME AT
semT Sign ®VC ag ag § (% 6er Ay €1 w6
g e agd Al IEM wda wam § g {fe
W qE T W FAEIAE AT AT & g W
3 oy gwie (Ew darm 41 g e B fw
AT & §T AR W R AT W8
w wk Wi @ fwag famm o & @ A
o7 AAFTLT WAL EW AT T A T WY 3A £
i owdi vw wemg § O & @ weam s,
w7 St w1 wedt /1 d) s weEy @ e owm
paae T F g dsm W owwn w3 fF
FFA el HiWA %1 (930 Rareg ® qmW 3iqet
w0k zav feq & fm wafqs fear wm

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : No, he is
quite competent to answer the question. He is
collecting information from the External
Affairs Ministry.

ot SRR S vl ;oA € A BT A%

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN Mr.
Tyagi, you cannot have it both ways. You
cannot, on the one hand say that it is collective
responsibility and, on the other, say he cannot

collect information. Now, please ask for
clarifications.

s wew qwmn /@ o ITmamiT o weEd,
afae & mwh Anel s@E T SN A7 A
7A w20 fazn sama @A 2 0 4 "W ag
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35 faic wrg & wogrm 37 9 w1 fafamoan
v w7 [T WAT 2 W gET 4 g 2
AT T AEAT § I A S a2 AT
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i qT, A7 A JEm fE o qoa
FFT A agal A1 & ws afafy dsed & ar a8
Zxrf ¢ AW WA g7 97 AT HOAT A o wvAT
A< F1 47 AT gmidr Ao ® 2, 3EIEiTA
AT AT 2 7w AT WA A7 A 0w WA
waE et Ay % & 3w wn oA el
W7 T A1 oA wrp A gaw (g frenfafaf
o, femn T Far A fog R a s
T G 7 A9(FE7 [RAT 41, T AT 7 ATl 4
q1 G ¢ Al T ST A QT AT AT AT A
q woin, 39w (ww #1E @ famaa we @
A g

AT a1 A A QEAT & 92 ST A0 g1
21 WA F, WA ATEE TAT AT GO IAL-
aifag FTw AT 31 2 oaw w4 37 faE
FIEU ITAT AY AA, QYT AF G AT AT A A,
AT & 35 9 g€ &, AT ATE A I A
azT s AT wemfA A g AT Ao 6 A
TT A KT AT A AT AT FPHIA 3w
2, A ATTA AT IET AATAAT ANA ATHTT
win @ AAr ¢ R Hmr 3T 8w 7a g, #1A
wiAwT * aw @ fE o e B, qaiT 3
A AT H A AT W I g7 a7 ue E (e
TaTaifges w & 2 fdr & g G AT
A1 1 TG I g9 &1 A AT /e O
QAT 21 Al #FT AT RIFCT AR ATETT A
Trgrt § WA AAOAT AFT ¢ WAL Q70T YT
vt 7ur § Fr ag HrE s vy AT H T
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W AT E A E # Az owm s 4 fr
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A WAt Aot . gEre & THAT
¢ % A9 Zurer vw fam dw R o AT Far
Al AT O R B | ty gET § on AT § qo
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LIELRE I Cio e A U GRS e
LU CIR e
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN :He can
always express an opinion.

wt A faawst ; & 91 & 77 7 @ w
fr g% wn v &Y 91 a1 7@ s whE faad
a7 o & w1 G oy W ek g F A

Y TORACCAN & T T { AL AR A 7,
A1 AVETT F1 LA T H AT wifza |

ot wmmE FeEt 0 & gy wmo g9

=

7

EULIEER L I DR T IE I G
G U7 AT AT INT FE TE B

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : Mr. Tyagi you

must be fair to him. Before he completes a
sentence, you are getting up.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN :He ha:not

said that. Let him answer.
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w5t wenafa faarst « wer faeaa a2 2 i wm
A7) AT A A WY TG 17 AFY TR AE T
aer fqgga 9z 2 5 ow Ama Wowdr oA g
i fagrE v wnd # Ewmag el AT e # B s
TEAT W OAAT #EE | 2M ug 1 Al @A @ fw o
szar A [FAA AW 97 M7 faaa |1 07 3 AU AT
Hgror i w7 ot fg=ea 1 AP A a7 ¢ T fFER
qeg @ WY, W0 O9A R gWI, A9 WY, W
arr § oz wAT FERTT e 21 3 & owm
7 frage (ot & fe gwea 27 417 W G oWl o &1 A7917
& T qTa W A § e anr e aq
Az g o Wy 51 oFeRl aad & oame T R
T | TH 499 a7 F7 341 % AL g, &
T WL AT 97 W4T 2 OE)T AN AR A -
FU WA WOAT 47 A2T WO ATEAT, €F ARG
gwal AR | THATE & q7AT A =21 Fo71 & frae
{191 g AFA1 2 |

A faaa farE fad §, sa 3§ o
AFT & waAr ¢ fw fwae aw At ¥, wwoaw e E
qrg e e ¥, W amw gen, T wrE arnn
1 marg w1 guie o frir s sy a7 8 faar
M ATAT 2 1 24 wr w7 F 5 g e sl
W1 AT 917 SH & T FAaT AT JE 6
CRETEE e

Y W3R SwO AN oF G & 9w e
# [# smgat qgara s A & feew e g
atfqra JA AeATT F I 0 F w=A & fR o
wer  fr7 F 7 T ardy AT oA i § oo
w1 HAFE AE AT 2 [ AT #7 /v 9T q S
qe g

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN :He has

answered this point. I am calling Shri Banarsi
Das.

CIESEEE Ln LR E R L RS R T
fe = a9z & q17 0 %15 9 FHET (@A
AT ¢

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : He has

answered this. If he had not answered, I would
have permitted you. Shri Banarsi Das.

wt it 2w sterw at : # ag qur fvwnare
TTRTT gUAT W1 & 0 AT TEr 33 # frere
st 2; afz ad Avedt 7 e s difwa

wt wawafa faqwdt . @ w9 w1 9w AW
01, 4 39 9T {919ty A0 w0 § aw v fr
foiE a a1 2wy
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al FATCAT A (IHT W) ;. fme, Wene
grr=a AT faen & fr )y far e s w0 qr ag,
faga 142 affFn &1 9@ @ awnT gwtwA
g o, afFm ¥ T 77T &1 A w5
7 7z qm oA awn gé v ferd osan gda
ATa £ T A F AR T AT affa e faer
T IAT TN [IEL AN P, CATIA AT K1 # Ar
JOUT A1 g7 & ¥ gy wdT AFT €T A7 AT,
gFIATNGTE H1AG) WA 1 A Y AT ATHI
FT IR WA | T ORE TEEAWAA ATz o
1 & I atg 7w g7 AT gimw g a1 3A
qfifa ot frederd el gr ¢ oW owaT &
o 9 § AT EHIE WY AN R S H & A
WU FT ArAA Wy it A fadae s fo4
I art &) dmwn & fe faq A o g g ?
FART FHAVA IAT qEW AIEILT &1, g (T
4] fTaaqse A1T ATRT & A7 AT AT
®% | ag feedy @@ ITWOFAr WY Ie @1
faug & f& a1 & gRT U 6F FAIR 0134
¥, T T odT o A7 AT 9T A 9T AT IO WA
HETT I TR AT 7 AT g7 IAGT MAERAT AT
F4T Af 7 fo sfEmm @ owem g€ R s Az
FEAT ITF qlvare  oqm i Y 2 0 &
AT HEl it § g bR A awiame £ aman
FLH A1a A1 g WY §4%F 2 maw w38
#t nsdet w1 2A7 g7 av fggvm g aEw & oA
T+ )

i wmamfy el o anaee, g @@
AITT OT @ § 1 AT 98X &1 3T B b e
1718 ATir & 2 [Rfgar afaelz Yo
¥ #felr 3¢ w@w g 91 39wt oaeaA
g fafaedy &1 e g9 et e AT
arzsen wrw sfem A far faag ag wed Tafre=
|

Wt TTHAVCAW @ qTETT {1 %g wav [EeEy ¢

ot wwwwfa faast 18 are 1 i
F fufar afweiz 7 27 93 a7w7 &7 9YT 3610
TR 0aE 1 3 a9 8 g7 ez ed
ZHT A9 A IR W GEAH GE 7 & Gl 7 e
ok §7 2T g s £ 30 F R 1

Nl AT AW UME HATIT AT g
scu TR 2 CRE N T Bt (g

wit e faqret © w3 A e g fan 2
AT HATAY AT CRLIT FE WIYET 3 0w §
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ol TWATCNN : EH1TT O WEET F1 OAETH
F | AT wWT FgAr & fF aww 26 mfe W
@i fadt 7 fefigae fafage, faatom 5 1
A &1 gaew ww frmnar ) g w1 awa
77 fgy ur fF wroere & mamedw A w1 s
®1 & wawed & vl Ay, #few 9w amw o
a4 A A MO 20 9, aFAWET, wiHE § wrafer
PuEl I 2l & fold ewfom gowre & am aem
# 7t ot i wad W W o7 gemy fasr s
A gAT AL AR A Y

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : He has been
saying that they got the information on the
18th.
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SHRI N. G. GORAY (Mabharashtra) : Sir, T
am ready to wait till the report is available,
because I know the communications system in
Nepal; it takes some time to collect information.
But I would like to know only one thing. Does
it form part of the border road system which we
hav, built recently '? That is number one.
Secondly, 1 was told that a new type of bridge,
which can be built very quickly, has been in use
in that area. Does this particular bridge belong
to that type ? Perhaps it was not properly tested
and, therefore, it collapsed. Have you any idea
whether this bridge belongs to the new type of
bridges that we put up there for quick
transportation and whether it is in the sector of
border roads?

SHR[ KAMLAPATt TRIPATHI Sir,
unless 1 get the report, I can not say what type
of bridge is there. We cannot know unless we
get the report whether this is a new bridge or an
old bridge. It is a bridge neither on the national
highways nor on the border road.

REFERENCE TO ASSAULT ON SHRI
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN Now,
Special Mention. Mr. Prakash Vir Shastri.



