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MR.   CHAIRMAN:   Please   oe   specific. MR.        CHAIRMAN :      Next Question Shri 
'Scato   Swu. SHRI I. T. SINGH: Sir, the hon. Minis ter 

said that a survey was carried out. May I 
know from the hon. Minister as to what 
money is involved and the time to be taken if 
this railway line is taken up? And is there any 
scope for a survey to be done from Dimapur 
to Imphal so thai the capital of Manipur is 
brought nearer to a railway station? 

K »(«iwon work on Silcbar Jiribani line 

22. SHRI  SCATO  SWUt: SHRI I. 
T. SINGH : 

" Will  the   Minister  of     RAILWAYS  be 
pleased   to   state: SARDAR BUTA SINGH : Sir, as 1 have 

staled earlier, the report of the engineering 
cum-traffic survey is still under consi le-
ration, and it will not be possible at this 
moment to give the exact cost. It will be only 
after the report has been taken into 
consideration that we will be able to lei the 
House know the costs and the other things   
involved. 

(a) whether the Survey work on the extension 
of   Railway   line   from   Silchar   to Jiribam. 
Manipur   has   been   completed: and' 

. $>)• if so, by when the actual work will be 
started by when Manipur is likely to be 
connected by rail with the rest of the country 
? 

SHRI HAMID ALI SCHAMNAD: Sir, il 
rius been reported in the press when Mr. T. A. 
Pai was the Railway Minister that a survey 
had been conducted to connect Mangalore and 
Bombay as Konkan Railway. . . 
.{Interruptions) I am coming to the question. 
Now it has been reported in the press that it is 
slowed down. . . 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SARDAR 
BUTA SINGH) : (aj Yes, Sir. 

'(b) It has been revealed by the Pre-lirrtinary 
Engineering-cum-Traffic Surveys, carried out 
recently, that the line would he highly 
unvemunerative yielding a negative return (—
) 1.24 per cent even in the 16th year of 
opening. However, a decision would be taken, 
after the reports are examined   from   all   
angles. 

SARDAR BUTA SINGH: Sir. this does 
not concern the main question. 

SHRI NABIN CHANDRA 'BURAGO-
HAIN : Sir, non-development of railway line 
in north-eastern region is one of the main 
causes of backwardness of northeastern region. 
To remove the bottleneck, under the Five-Year 
Plan, this conversion from Bongaigaon to 
Gauhati was taken up, and also an amount of 
Rs. 36 crores was earmarked for the work. 
Under the Annual Plan, Rs. 2 crores were 
allotted for the work, but now this amount of 
Rs. 2 crores has been reduced to Rs. 50 lakhs. 
So, Sir, may I ask the hon'ble Railway 
Minister to take steps to increase this reduced 
amount of Rs. 50 lakhs to the original 
allocation of Rs. 2 crores, so that this 
bottleneck of north-eastern | region may be 
removed as early as possible? 

.SHRI I. T. SINGH: Sir, as you arc a\yare of 
the fact, in the north-eastern region, there are 
four States and out ot these States. Manipur, 
Mizoram and Aruna-cbaL.are having no 
railway station of their own. At the moment, 
we are having a commen railway station in 
Nagaland. This is Dimapur and it is known as 
Manipur Road and the distance covered by 
motor to " Dimapur is 215 kms. As the hon. 
Minister stated if at all this line comes 
up,''then' also we will have to cover 215 kms.  
from the capital of Manipur State to 'Jifibam. 
And the distance to cover is the" same as for 
Dimapur. The only difference is .  .  . 

----------- , ----_------- :—,--------- , ---- SHRI  L.  N.  MISHRA.   So far as  this 
north-eastern   part   is   concerned,   transport  1-lbe question was actually asked on the 

floor of the House by Shri Scato Swu. 
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and communication is a real problem. We had 
a meeting with the Chief Ministers and the 
Governor concerned—Shri L. P. Singh was 
the Governor—and we discussed the matter. 
Our proposal is to set up a special authority 
for the development of transport in that 
region. It is a very big problem. At places we 
have to cross hills up to 5,000 ft. in height. 
Therefore, it is not that easy that we can do it 
overnight; it will take time. But some 
proposals are there as in Dimapur. The 50-
kilometei proposal is there and we are going 
to spend about Rs. 3 crores shortly. About 
Gauhati-Bongaigaon, it has been announced 
by the Prime Minister and we ire following it 
up and we are going to take it up. This project 
will not suffer for want of funds. Whether it 
requires RJ. 2 crores or Rs. 3 crores, the 
conversion of line from Bongaigaon to 
Gauhati will be taken up. 

 

 

SHRI N. R. CHOUDHURY : Sir, I am 
very sorry to hear the reply of the Deputy 
Minister. 

MR. CHAIRMAN : You put the question. 

SHRI N. R. CHOUDHURY: Yes, I aru 
putting the question. Sir, for quite a long 
period, the people in the north-eastern region 
have been agitating for extension of railway 
lines in their areas linking the State capital by 
railways. Whereas in other parts of the 
country there are questions of linking State 
capitals with broad-guage line, electrification 
of railways, these people have no railway 
lines. Sir. now the Minister says that the 
survey work has been done and the report says 
it will not be economically feasible. My point 
is that several times even on the floor of this 
House Ministers have assured us that 
extension of railway lines from Dharmnagar 
to Kumarghat, from Silchar to Jiribam and 
also from Gauhati to somewhere in Banihat in 
Meghalaya will be taken up, but today he says 
it is not economically feasible. Sir, I want to 
know from the Minister whether the taking no 
of extension work in the north-eastern region 
will be considered on the basis of economic 
feasibility or development prospect of the 
area. That is what I specifically want to know 
from the Minister. 

SHRI L. N. MISHRA: Perhaps, the hon' ble 
Member has forgotten the announcement we 
made at the time of the presentation of the 
Budget, both the Supplementrv Budget and 
the original Budget in March. We 
categorically said that development of the 
area or laying of the new railway lines will 
not depend only on economic viability. If 
there is demand for transport, we shall have it. 
So far as North East India is concerned, it 
must get topmost priority and it will get 
priority. 
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SHRI SARDAR AMJAD ALI :      I am 
happy that the honourable Railway Minister 
said today that in extending the Railway 
hoes, not only the economic considerations 
but economic viability will be given effect to. 
May [ know from the hon. Minister as to 
whether any policy has been fixed up in the 
Railway Ministry with regard to the 
extension of Railway lines and laying of new 
Railway lines to the effect that priority should 
^e given to the backward areas with the 
understanding that infrastructure will be built 
up and from that point of view whether the 
whole process of work in the matter of 
extension and laying of new Railway iir.es is 
done? In this connection. Sir, may I know 
whether the statement which you made today, 
namely, that only economic viability is not 
considered, tallies   with   regard   to   the   
position   about 

the extension of the proposed Railway line 
from Dharamnagar to Agaitala which has 
been hanging fire for about 7 years'! 

SHRI   L.   N.   MISHRA:   We   havs  dis-
cussed the proposal  about  Dharamnagar— 
Agartala   with  the  Chief Minister  and   wo 
have  discussed  it  amongst ourselves  also. It 
is under active consideration. I will no' say 
we have already decided  about it but there u 
90 to 95 per cent chance that this proposal   
will  be  taken  up.  As  the  hon. Member 
himself knows there have been  a number  of    
proposals   that  have      been taken  up in  
the course of last  10 to   12 months in the 
North Eastern  region, and also Bengal area, 
Bihar area. Eastern U.P. :irea and Konkan 
line to    which    the hon. Members   referred.   
These   are   mostly   the backward  areas  and  
in order  to develop backward areas, the 
whole policy has undergone   a  change   and   
that   change   will   be followed up. 

SHRI SARDAR AMJAD ALI: I wanted 
to know whether while you follow this 
policy of extending Railway lines and also 
to build up new lines, do you give any 
priority. That is my question. 

SHRI L. N. MISHRA: I said that is the 
main   consideration. 
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