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i(b) whether Government are also aware |
that some shipping companies are not un-
dertaking coastal traffic and if so, whether
Government propose to take any steps
against such shipping companies; and

(c) whether Government propose to revise
the freight rates so that the shipping

companies do not lose on such coastal traffic
?

THE MINISTER OF SHIPPING AND
TRANSPORT (SHRI KAMALAPATT
TRIPATHI) : (a) It is a fact that shipping
companies operating on the coastal trade are
inclining losses. But, such loss are generally
computed by the companies over a period of
time in respect of their fleet as a whole and
not on individual shipwise basis.

(b) Though the shipping companies are
reluctant to operate on the coast, they have
been persuaded to undertake coastal voyages
depending upon the need and availability of
cargoes.

(c¢) Government is seized of the whole
matter with a view to evolving a rational and
economic structure for freight and other
issues concerning the coastal trade.
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[RAJYA SABHA]

to Questions 36

t[W'liilte Paper on mini steel plants

788.'SHRI B. S. SHEKHAWAT : ,
DR. RAMKRIPAL SINHA : SHRI
V. K. SAKHLECHA : SHRI D. K.
PATEL :

Will the Minister of STEEL AND MINES
be pleased to state :

(a) whether Government's attention has
been drawn to an article which has appeared
in the 'Economic Times' of the 7th September,
1974 suggesting that a White Paper on mini
steel plants be published: and

(b) if so; what is Government's reaction
thereto ?]
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FITHE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES
(SHRI CHANDRAIIT YADAV): (a)
and (b) A statement is laid on the Table
of the House

1l 1 English translation,
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Statement
(a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The installed capacity in the elec-tric
furnace industry for steel making is not being
fully utilized owing to power shortages in a
number of States. Further, substantial capacity
which has been licensed is yet to be
commissioned. The objective is, therefore, to
consolidate the capacity already authorised and
to regulate the further growth of the electric
furnace industry for steel making, in keeping
with the availability of essential inputs viz.
electric power and ferrous scrap. In view of
this, it is not proposed to bring out a \Vhite
Paper on this subject at this stage:]
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to Questions 38
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789. SHRI RAJNARAIN :  Will  the CHANDRAITYADAV): — (a)

Minister of STEEL AND MINES be!
to state :

(a) what is the target of steel produc
tion during the current year; and

(b) by when the target is likely to be
achieved and what steps Government
have taken in this regard 2]

and (b) A statement is laid on the Table of the
House

Statement

(a) The aggregate target of production of
steel from the integrated steel plants at Bhilai,
Durgapur Rourkela and Bokaro and of
TISCO and nSCO for the year 1974-75 is
6.575 million tonnes of ingot steel and 5.044
million tonnes of saleable steel.

(b) The production during, the months,
April—November, 1974, was 95.4 per cent
and 99.0 per cent of the targets for ingot steel
and saleable steel respectively for this period.
It is, therefore, expected that the target for the
whole year 1974-75
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