
 
RAJYA SABHA 

Thursday, the 17th March, 2005/26 Phalguna, 1926 (Saka) 

The House met at eleven of the clock, 

Mr. Chairman in the Chair. 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS New rail 

and bus links between India and Pakistan 

*221. SHRI RAJ NATH SINGH:† 

SHRI PROF. SAIF-UD-DIN SOZ:  

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state: 

(a) the details of the proposals for the new rail and bus links between India 

and Pakistan; 

(b) whether Government have examined its viability; 

(c) if so, the details thereof; 

(d) whether the security implication of such links was taken into 
consideration before making such announcements; and 

(e) if so, the details thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS (SHRI E. AHAMMED): (a) to (e) A Statement is placed on the 
Table of the House. 

Statement 

New rail and bus links between India and Pakistan 

During the visit of External Affairs Minister, Shri K. Natwar Singh, to 

Pakistan from February 15-17 2005 to Pakistan, agreements were reached to start 

bus services between Srinagar and Muzaffarabad, and between Lahore and 

Amritsar, including to religious places such as Nankana Sahib. Pakistan also 

agreed to work towards early restoration of the Khokrapar-Munabao rail link. 

† The question was actually asked on the floor of the House by Shri Raj Nath 
Singh. 
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These links would significantly enhance people-to-people contacts, which have 

provided palpable support to the present process. Security implications of the above 

links have been taken into account and passengers will be allowed to travel on them 

oniy after due procedures and checks have been completed. 
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 �� 
����� : <� ?��+,# ���&, ���� #ह3 ��#� ��!1� 8  

 �� ������ 	
ह : ��, 9� ��� ����
)� �� ���� �� 0��A�# �4� ��, 
2���# <�#� ����
)� �� ���� ��  0��A�# �
 ���M� ����  &� ����N� ����) 
��$)� 2�1� ���� ह� 8 �E 

2 



[17 March, 2005] RAJYA SABHA 

 
 
�ह ��##� ,�ह�� ह� ! �� %��� ���� �
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$����
� ������ ���& �� �%� ��  ��'� �� � (�� �(��� "�)"%�) : 
%#�
 %� ��ह 9P#� ��  �2& �)�) ��2�� हE 8 ...(������)... 

SHRI E. AHAMMED: Sir, may I. ...(Interruptions)... 

�� ������ 	
ह : ��, ���� ����� �M2��() ���� ह� 8 ...(������)... 

 �� #
.#
. $ह%���%�� � : <��
 %��2& �)�) ��2�� ह�, 
*...(������)... �O# ह� �ह �!"� ? ...(������)... 

 �� 
����� : F
�W&, ���P& 8 ...(������)... ���#�� Q�ह �� �
 �
2#� 
����& 8 ...(������)... 

 �� #
.#
. $ह%���%�� � : �ह ��1� �!"� �O# ह�, �
 *...(������)... %#�� 
��F� ��&...(������)... 

 �� 
����� : ���#�� Q�ह ��, <� �
�2& 8 ...(������)... 

AN    HON.    MEMBER:    They   should    not   disturb   the 

House... (Interruptions)... 

�� �*�� %�% �*�� : �ह
��, �
 * ��##�� ��$� #� �ह� ह�, 9�� ����W� �� 
��2
��� ���� ��#� ,��ह& 8 ...(������)... 9��� %��
 �
/ ��2� #ह3 ह� 8 
...(������)... 

 �� #
.#
. $ह%���%�� � : �� ��# �( �!"� �#�� ��P� हE �� ...(������)... 

 �� 
����� : <� 9� �� �� ��%& 8 ...(������)... 

 #� ������ 
�+� : �ह �
 �ह �ह� ह�,  �ह ����W� �( ह�, %��
 Y?��!� 
��( 8 ...(������)... 

SHRI A. VIJAYARAGHAVAN: Nothing should go on record. 

...(Interruptions)... What is this? 

�� 
����� : 0
��QWZ� �� ��?��!� �� �( 8...(������)...  It will not 

...(Interruptions)... 

SHRI RAJU PARMAR: How can you say like this? ...(Interruptions)...  

*Expunged as ordered by the Chair. 
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SHRI DINESH TRIVEDI: Sir, they should be more responsible. .. 

.(Interruptions)... This is wrong.... (Interruptions)... 

�� 
����� : �ह ����W� �( #ह3 हE 8 ...(������)... �
 �
2�, �ह ����W� �( #ह3 
हE ...(������)... �ह ����W� �( #ह3 हE 8 ...(������)... 

�� ����� �
,ह� : ह� �!"� �� ��  ���2 �� �ह� ह�, 9Nह( ���� ��#� ,��ह&, 
2���# �� ��P� – ��P� %� ��ह �� �
2( ...(������)... �ह �7� 1!��� ���2� ह� 8 
...(������)... 

�� 
����� : ����W� �( #ह3 <�� ह� 8 ...(������)... 

�� #
.#
. $ह%���%�� � : 9NहR#� ?�R �ह� �� �E * ह� ! 8 ...(������).... 

SHRI E. AHAMMED: Sir, it is a very important question. I am ready to give the 

answer, but they are not prepared to listen. ...(Interruptions)... It is a very important 

question. I am ready to give the answer. ...(Interruptions)... 

�� 
����� : &� ��#) 8 ...(������)... &� ��#), &� ��#)8 
...(������)... &� ��#),&� ��#) 8 ����W� �( #ह3 ह� 8 ...(������)... ��##�� 
��$�, &� ��#), ���P& 8 ...(������)... <�#� �ह� ह� ?�� �ह ? ...(������)... 

SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER: No; Sir, I have not said this. 

...(Interruptions)... 

�� 
����� : ��##�� ��$�, &� ��#) 8 ...(������)... ��##�� ��$�, 
�1� Y�� �
/ ������  ह� �
 �E 9��
 Y?��!� �-! 1� 8 ...(������)... Y�� �
/ 
������  ह� �
 �E 8 9��
 Y?��!� �-! 1� 8 ...(������)... 

�� ����� �
,ह� : ��, Y?��!� ��#� ह� ��.� #ह3 ह� 8 ...(������)... ��, �� 
&� �!"� �� �� �� ��P� ह�& हE 8 ...(������)... 

SHRI RAVULA CHANDRA SEKAR REDD" Mr. Chairman, Sir, the Minister is 

making a running commentary, ...(Interruptions)... unfair comments. 

...(Interruptions)... 

�� ��%*-�% .
� : �ह
��, ��#[������� ���� <��� �#���# ह� �� <� �2 �� 
0
��QWZ� �� ��4(, %�� ��$� ��  \��� ��� 0��� �� ,��� ��  ]�� 2�!F# 21��� 
1��, ��� �ह� ��2��2� ���� �ह� �
 ह� �ह�! %� ��# �� ��^�� �� �ह.�_� #ह3 
�� ��&!1� 8 

*Expunged as ordered by the Chair. 
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MR. CHAIRMAN: I have taken notice of that.  

�� ������ 	
ह : ������ �ह
��, ��?�
��)� %=M2���  N� �� ��2��)W 
ह�#� �� F 0+# <���  ��5�� �� ��##�� �!"� �� ��  ��� �4� �� 8 ��6� 4�� ह� �� 
9#�� �ह� 9:� ह�( 0�M� #ह3 ह
 ���� 8 �E#� �ह 0+# �!"� �� �� ��F� �� �� ��� 
��� &#.W�.&. �� ����� #� <��1�# �� ����A� �
 0��=� ��#� �� .� �2� ���� 
��, 9� ��� ����
)� �� ���� �� 0��A�# ���� 1�� �� 8 ��?�
��)� %=M2���  N� 
�
 5��# �( �4�� ह�& ह� �ह 0��A�# ���� 1�� ��, 2���# ����$��# ��  ���� �( <�� 
<�#� 9�� F
7 ���� �� ����) ��$)� �� 2�%�(Q�1 ��$)� �
 $����� �� �2�� 8 
�E �ह ��##� ,�ह�� �� �� %���  ��5�� �� ���� �
 �O# �� ���#���� ���� 
�� )#���� 2�� 0�M� ह�< ह� 8 �ह ���� �ह2� 0+# ह� <��� 8  

 ������ �ह
�� %� �ह2� 0+# ��  ��� ह� &� ����� 0+# ह�, �
 �E ��##�� 
�!"� �� �� ��F#� ,�ह�� ह� !, �ह �ह ह� �� �ह�� ���� Y�� �!�W�, Y�� 2
1 ��!F �� 
���
�� �� <&, �
 �=�� �( <� �� ��� ह�& ह�, 2���# <� �� 9Nह( �ह�! �� #�1����� 
0�M� #ह3 ह
 ��/ ह� 8 Y�� 2
1, �
 ��!F, ���
�� �� Q�घ �� <�� ��a �� �ह�! �� ��� 
ह�& ह�, ��Nह( #�1����� �� ����A� <� �� �� 0�M� #ह3 ह
 ��/ ह�, 9Nह( %� �� 
����A� �� 2�� �� �� ��2 ��&1�, �ह �E ��##� ,�ह�� ह� ! �� ��� ह� ��� �ह �� 
��##� ,�ह�� ह� ! �� ��#�%�)W #� N� �
#�)Q�1 '�� b. %!�W�� &!W ����$��#, �
 
�ह�! �� %� ��� ��� �� �ह� ह� ?�� 9��� ���)�2)� <� �� �#� ह�/ ह� ���� <� 
9�� ���M� ��#� �� �ह� ह� ? ...(������)... 

SHRI MANOJ BHATTACHARYA: He keeps putting so many 

questions. That is too much. 

�� 
����� : &� ��#), &� ��#) 8 ...(������)... <�#� �ह� ह� ?�� �ह ? 
...(������)... 

SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER: I did not make this statement. No; Sir. 

...(Interruptions)... ' 

�� #�. �/�0 �� ���1�  : 9NहR#� �ह� �� ����
 �)�) ���#� ����, �
 �)�) �� 
���2 �ह�! �� < 1�� ��, �( ? ...(������)... 

�� 
����� : �)�) �� #ह3 ह�, �ह �
 ��� �� �ह� हE ...(������)... 

�� #
.#
. $ह%���%�� � : ��, ...(������).... 
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2*0 ��� ��� ��1��� : �ह2���2���  ��, �( 47� ?�R ह
�� ह� ? ...(������)... 

�� #�. �/�0 �� ���1�  : �)�) �� ���2 �ह�! �� <�� ? The Government 
should have more patience …(Interruptions)… 0A�#�!"� ��P� ह�, �� �� �� You 
should also tell them …(Interruptions)…  ��, �( *�ह�! �� <�� ? ह��� ��  * ��  ���� 
�( �ह�� ह� 8 ...(������)... 

�� 
����� : ��##�� ��$�, �E <��� �ह �#���# ��#� ,�ह�� ह� ! �� ��# �( 
��� �ह� ������� �ह�1� �
 9��� <��� �� 2�� ह
1�, ��  �� �� 2�� ह
1� 8 ह� �
 
�� ��� �ह(, 9��( %� 0��� �� ���� �� 0�
1 #ह3 ह
, �����  ���� ����R �
  
���#� ह
 �� ��# �( 9:��#���� ������� �#( �E ��6�� ह� ! �� �
 �� F �ह� 1�� ह� 
�� �
 �� F ��6� 1�� ह� ���� �
 �� F ��#� 1�� ह�, 9�� 0
��QW1 �� �E $��! �#��2 
��!1�, 2���# ��##�� ��$�R �� �E �#���# ��#� ,�ह� !1� �� B�*z1� -� �� �� %� 
0��� �� ���( #ह3 �ह(, ���� ��#�� ����R �� �!���#�{! �
 P
� �ह�!,� 8  

����� 
���� ����� : �� �2 �� %� 0��� ��   G�R �� 0�
1 ���� 1�� �� 
...(������). 

SHRI E. AHAMMED: Sir, I hope, if the hon. Member would like to 
know the special procedure that we have adopted in this matter, his grouse and 
whatever feelings that he has expressed could be dispelled. Sir, for the 
Srinagar-Muzzafarabad bus service, a special procedure has been worked out 
for travel across the LoC, which would preserve India's principled position on 
Jammu and Kashmir and also, take into account all the security concerns. 

With your kind permission, hon. Chairman Sir, I would like to just 

explain that procedure. Then these doubts will be definitely removed. 

Application forms for travel by bus across the LoC would be available with 

the designated authorities in Srinagar and Muzzafarabad In India's case, the 

designated authority is the Regional Passport Offices in Srinagar, Ministry of 

External Affairs. Further, the application forms would require information and 

details, including photographs, as is normally required for a passport and a 

visa. 

The intending traveller on our side of the LoC would submit the 

application form to the RPO, Srinagar. The application would be subjected 

*Expunged as ordered by the Chair. 
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to due verification on our side to establish the bona fides of the traveller. The 

verified form would be passed on to Muzzafarabad through the immigration 

control point at the LoC to decide on the acceptability of the traveller. Due 

verification would be carried out on the other side. The verified forms would 

be returned to the RPO, Srinagar through the same route. The returned form 

would indicate those who would be allowed entry to the other side. 

In the course of the actual travel, based on this application, an 

entry permit would be issued by the other side at the immigration check 

point by its designated authority.  

�� ������ 	
ह : J���#, %� ���!� 2!�� 9:� �� ?�� <�+���� ह� ? 
...(������)... 

�� 
����� : �
2#� ����& 9Nह( 8 ...(������)... 

SHRI E. AHAMMED: Sir, I may be permitted to complete my 
answer...(Interruptions)...he just now asked about the procedure...I am just 
mentioning the special procedure. For travellers coming to J & K, from 
Muzzaffarabad, the entry permit would be issued by the RPO, Srinagar, at the 
immigration checkpoint at the LoC. It would indicate the number of days 
allowed for the visit as well as the places allowed... (Interruptions). 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Your reply has been circulated to all the Members. 
(Interruptions) 

SHRI E  AHAMMED: Sir, I just want to explain that all their concerns with 

respect to security have been taken into account. This is almost like issuing of a 

passport. And it is also as much as like issuing of a visa. It will be called a 

special application form and entry permit will be issued only after due 

verification by both sides. There should be no reason for any apprehension 

with respect to the security. 

PROF. SAIF-UD-DIN SOZ: Sir, I congratulate the Government of India 

on taking this bold decision, as also the Prime Minister, who considered this 

question. Mr. Natwar Singh's contribution is also there. It is very timely. Here I 

would like to put a definite question. But before that I want to tell this House 

that this decision to open Srinagar-Muzaffarabad road has been very widely 

welcomed in the State of Jammu and Kashmir. It has brought relief in the minds 

of the people who got separated. I am 
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happy that the Government of India has taken measures in respect of security. 
Now, the point I have in my mind is that it is very good that Srinagar-
Muzaffarabad route will be opened very shortly. There are two routes which are 
very important—Kargil and Skardu. That is very important for those backward, 
illiterate and poor people...(Interruptions) 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please, come to the question. (Interruptions) 

PROF. SAIF-UD-DIN SOZ: Sir, earlier there was a rail link between 

Jammu and Suchetgarh. We want that there should be a road link between 

Suchetgarh and Jammu as also a rail link. So my question is this. Will the hon. 

External Affairs Minister, Mr. Natwar Singhji, consider and take this House into 

confidence on Kargil-Skardu Road and Suchetgarh-Jammu Road? 

�� 
����� : �ह %� ?��+,# �� ��B�� �( �
 #ह3 <�� 8  

2*0 
04� 5�� 
*� : <�� ह� 8  

�� 
����� : �
 �!"� �ह
�� ���� �� �( 8 

PROF. SAIF-UD-DIN SOZ: Sir, we want relief in other areas. 

SHRI E. AHAMMED: Sir, I just want to say only one thing. There are 
number of such proposals in Kargil sector, Jammu and Sialkot. The 
Government would examine them soon after the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad route 
has been assessed. 

SHRI YASH WANT SINHA: Sir, the Minister of State, Shri Ahammed, has 
explained to this House in detail the procedure that will be followed with regard 
to the travel documents. He has not indicated, however, certain other things. 
Therefore part (a) of my question is, which is the designated authority on the 
Pakistan's side which will entertain the applications and issue the permits? 

Part (b) of my question is this. Is it a fact that when the Indian traveller 

goes to the LoC, he will be travelling in Pak-occupied Kashmir on the basis of 

an entry permit issued by the Pakistan designated authority? And will it therefore 

not amount to a situation where he will have some kind of a visa without a 

passport? Arising out of this, is it a fact that this will strengthen Pakistan's claim 

that the Jammu and Kashmir is a disputed territory and that the Government of 

India has lent legitimacy to the 
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authorities of Pak-occupied Kashmir including the Northern Areas? 

SHRI E. AHAMMED: Sir, I do not think it will strengthen their claims 
and legitimacy on the areas under their occupation. But, on the other hand, it 
will strengthen India's stated position that we did not accept their demand for 
local documents. They wanted only a local document. We said, "No, we 
cannot". Why we said that local document was not acceptable to us is because since 
1950, such documents were used to travel not only in Jammu and Kashmir, but 
also across Punjab and Rajsthan borders. Therefore, we did not accept that. 
There would be...(Interruptions)... I am coming to Pakistan...(Interruptions)... 

SHRI YASHWANT SINHA: That was my first question: Who is the 

designated authority? That was my first question...(Interruptions)... 

SHRI E. AHAMMED: They have their own Director-General... 

(Interruptions)...Sir, we are concerned about the designated authority that we 

have decided...(Interruptions)... 

SHRI YASHWANT SINHA: Sir, they must know as to who the 
designated authority on the Pakistani side is. You are saying on 17th March 
that the bus will be inaugurated by the Prime Minister on the 7th April and you 
do not know as to who the designated authority on that side is. 

SHRI E. AHAMMED: Sir, designated authority is the discretion of the 

respective States...(Interruptions)... 

SHRI YASHWANT SINHA: Who is it? (Interruptions)... Who have 

they decided?... (Interruptions)... 

SHRI E. AHAMMED: Hon. Member, I may just be permitted to say that 

the only thing is whether the special procedure that we have adopted is 

implemented or not. As per special procedure our designated authority is to do 

our work and their designated authority to do their work... (Interruptions)... 

SHRI YASHWANT SINHA: Is their designated authority the Deputy 
commissioner of Muzzafarabad? 

SHRI E. AHAMMED: It is a matter to be decided by 

Pakistan..(Interruptions)...We are not to dictate them as to who should 
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be theirs, and they  are not    to dictate  to us as to who should be ours. 

..(Interruptions)... 

SHRI YASHWANT SINHA: Sir, this is breath-taking because the 
Minister will not answer it and I am sorry that the senior Minister is just sitting 
and not replying. I am asking as to who is the designated authority on the 
Pakistan side. 

SHRI K. NATWAR SINGH: This proposal was put forward by your 

Government. 

SHRI YASWANT SINHA: Yes, we are very proud of it. But we had 

insisted that it should be done on the basis of passport...(Interruptions)... 

SHRI K. NATWAR SINGH: Let me assure you that we have looked very 

carefully at the discussions you had with the Prime Minister Jamali, their 

proposals for having passport and your proposals. All these details have been 

discussed ad nauseam and we are not recognising any local identity document. 

Pakistan can decide who they want to designate as their authority. We are not 

accepting on our side any document which we don't think is the right 

document. That is the first thing. Secondly, the composite dialogue that you 

started, we are taking it forward in every single area. And, the security aspect 

was also mentioned. The Prime Minister, I may mention, has informed your 

leadership about what has been done on this particular issue and every care has 

been taken that in no way India's security or India's national interests will be 

adversely affected... (Interruptions)... 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please take your seat...(Interruptions)...Please take 
your seat...(Interruptions)... 

�� ����� �
,ह� : ��, �E#� &. ��.��. ����  $�����.� ���2 ��F�  हE and 

expect a specific reply . ?�� �� “general editorial” �
2�� �#�2 ���(1� ? 
...(������)... 

SHRI C. RAMACHANDRAIAH: When your Minister is not in a 

position to explain, why do you shout?...(Interruptions)...He is not in a 

position to explain, why do you shout?...(Interruptions)... 

SHRI JANARDHANA POOJARY: He is a senior Member... 

(Interruptions)... 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Minister is here with his reply. Please take 
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your seat...(Interruptions)... 

SHRI K. NATWAR SINGH: Sir, I am trying my very best to answer the 

question. Even today, if people travel by normal route, it is okay. They would go 

on the basis of a Pakistani visa. So, persently, neither is there any compromise 

nor a change. What I am trying to say is that, please read the interview that 

you gave in October, 2003 in which you waxed eloquence about the marvellous 

thing that you were doing on Indo-Pakistan relations. Please read it. 

SHRI YASHWANT SINHA: What has that to do with this? 

SHRI K. NATWAR SINGH: It has everything to do with it. 
(Interruptions). 

SHRI YASHWANT SINHA: I am not opposing it. (Interruptions) He is 

diverting the attention... (Interruptions) I am not questioning the process. 

(Interruptions) I am asking a specific question, and I want an answer. 

2*0 ��� ��� ��1��� : ��, %� ���2 �( 25 ��#) �#�2 1& ह� 8 ...(������)... 

SHRI K. NATWAR SINGH: Sir, this is a very extraordinary situation. We 

are supposed to answer who will be the Pakistani authority... (Interruptions)... 

SHRI YASHWANT SINHA: You will be recognising Pak-occupied-

Kashmir if we accepts anything that Pakistan says. ह���� ��;2���() �� ��_
~�� # 
ह� ? 9��� �
/ Q,�� #ह3 ह�, ���� ,�_ �� �
/ Q,�� #ह3 ह� 8 ?�� ��� �� �ह� ह� ?  
l am not only disappointed, but also amazed at his reply. (Interruptions) 

SHRI K. NATWAR SINGH: Let me very politely say that I entirely 

return your compliment, what you have given me. I am amazed and also 

disappointed by your compliment. Let me tell you one thing sincerely. The 

Chief Minister of Jammu and Kashmir telephoned the Prime Minister and came 

to see me in Delhi to say that he welcomed this step, the people of Jammu and 

Kashmir welcomed it and the whole of India welcomed it. 

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: Mr. Chairman, Sir, I had really no intention of 

either seeking any clarification or entering into this field, which has been 

converted into an area of contention from the very beginning by the hon. 

Minister, by traversing this question in a variety of ways. The question 
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and its elements are very simple. I am sure, they are, in general, maintenance 
of security, and there is no doubt that we are all committed to do it. We are all 
concerned about security. I don't think that was the question at all. We have a 
commitment, yet snide efforts are made as sarcasm by the hon. Minister. The 
fundamental question still remains that, when it is, a passport officer on this 
side, and a passport officer's system on the other side, when they would be 
checked through Customs, and when you are making a beginning, then, why 
have you moved away from the passport and visa, when in actuality, you are 
doing everything that a passport and visa are required. Plus, what you are 
doing is that you now say that any citizen of Pakistan from anywhere in 
Pakistan, can utilise this method, coming to Srinagar via the Muzaffarabad 
route, and thereafter, he has not the right to leave Jammu and Kashmir. We are 
fully convinced about your concern about security. I don't think the starting 
point of this discussion is that, and that is why, I find it strange when the hon. 
Minister, who must really have the maximum information, answers the 
question in this manner, because this permit becomes a very dangerous 
instrument. Then that is why, all that we wanted to know is that when you 
have shifted away from passport and visa, which, after all, is a method of 
establishing identity, and a means of travel, what additional benefit has a accrued to 
India? What is visa? Visa is granting a permission to travel. That is the essence of 
what it is. when you have moved away from it, what my distinguished colleague, 
Shri Yashwant Sinha, wanted to know is that, why have you moved away? 
What additional political, diplomatic and security gains have accrued to India? 
Have you done this elsewhere in this region? (Interruptions) 

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: Let us have a debate on this subject. I think, 

within the framework of Question-Answer, we cannot really address all the 

issues. We have no problem in having a debate. (Interruptions) Question 

hour is not the appropriate forum. (Interruptions) 

�� #
.#
. $ह%���%�� � : 2�W� b. �� <�
�_ # �� #ह3 �
2 ���� 8  

�� ����� �
,ह� : �ह ?�� �_�� ह� ? ...(������)... 

�� ��6��� $7.�
 ���� : ��, %� ��ह �� ह�9� #ह3 ,2�1� 8 #��� ���
A� �2 
�
 �
2#� #ह3 �(1� �
 %� ��ह �� ह�9� #ह3 ,2�1� 8 ...(������)... 
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�� 
����� : %#�
 �
 �
2#� ����& 8 ...(������)... %#�
 �
 ?��+,# 
��#� ����& 8 <� �
2 �ह� ह�, %#�
 �
 �
2#� ����& 8 <� ���P& 8 ��P ��%& 8  

 �� �
�,� 	
ह : ������ �ह
��, %��( �
/ �
 ��� #ह3 हE �� ����$��# 
�� ���� ��  ��, �( 2
1
 �� , <��� �� , <#� – ��#� ��  ��$�� ��1� हR, ��2 हR �� 
����� �� ����� 4�2( 8 %���2& ह�#� �ह� �� <� �=�� – 2�हO� , ��K��� – 
2�हO�, �=�� – ����2�
), �=�� – ��,��1@ – �� �1ह 4
2( ���� ����$��# �� 
�
/ �� #�1��� %� ��$�� �� < ��� , 2���# �� 35 <& �� 31 1��� ह
 1& – <� 
�
 35 �� – �
 ��#� <� �( &� ���2 9P 47� ह
�� ह� �� �� ��_� �� ����
)� ��  
��$�� ...(������)... 

 �� ��%*-�% .
� : ?��+,# ह� �� �W�� # ह�, �� �� �� �ह ��� ���� 
��& 8 ...(������)...We can't misuse the Question Hour like 

this...(Interruptions)... Sir, if you kindly allow us to have a debate on this, we 
can all participate. ...(Interruptions)... And this is an important issue. 
...(Interruptions)... 

�� �
�,� 	
ह : �ह ह�#� �ह� ��, �ह ��6�� ह���� ह�, W��.�#)2� 8 �ह 
�
 ��##�� �)2 �� #� �# 2000 �( ���� 8 ��N�� 2000 �� ह�#� �ह� �� <� ����
)� 
�� ��_� ��  ��$�� <%& �
 ����$��# �
 �ह �!��� #ह3 �� 8 ...(������)... 9# 
��#R �( �ह #ह3 ह�< �� 8 �� 9NहR#� �ह� �� �� ...(������)... 

 �� ��%*-�% .
� : ��, <��� �!��� ,��ह& 8 �ह ?��+,# ह� �� ���� ह� 
...(������)... 

 �� 
���,8 %�9 : ��, �� ��� – ��� ?�R %!)���# ���� ह� ? ...(������)... 

 MR. CHAIRMAN : Let him finish .  

 �� �
�,� 	
ह : �� �1� ����
)� – ��_� F
7� ह� �
 ?�R F
7� ह� �� 
���� �
, ह���� ��~� �
 ?�� .���� ह�< ह�  %��� ? ...(������).... 

 SHRI K. NATWAR SINGH: May I, Sir, first, respectfully address the 

distinguished Leader of the Opposition there? I do not have your gift of 

obfuscation, and neither do I have your style of speech, fortunately, because 

you know... (Interruptions) (Interruptions).... 

SHRI YASHWANT SINHA: why is he saying all this? 

...(Interruptions).. From the first sentence, the hon. Minister of External 

Affairs has unnecessaarily started saying...(Interruptions)... 
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�� ��%*-�% .
� : ��, �12� ��� ह�( �� �O�� ����&1� ���� ��#� �� 8 
...(������)... 

�� 
����� : �
2#� ����& 8 ...(������)... �
2#� ����& 9#�
 8 
...(������)... �
2#� ����& 8 ...(������)... 

SHRI K. NATWAR SINGH: I will tell you ...(Interruptions)... 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Let him reply. ...{Interruptions)... 

SHRI K. NATWAR SINGH: Let me answer you. ...(Interruptions)... Let 

me answer you. ...(Interruptions)... The people of Jammu & Kashmir have 

welcomed the step, and that is all that is important of what you think. 

SHRI YASHWANT SINHA: Is that all?...(Interruptions)... The people of 

Jammu and Kashmir have welcomed it. Is that all? ....(Interruptions)... is that 

all? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Dr. Farooq Abdullah ...(Interruptions)...Dr. Farooq 
Abdullah. 

DR. FAROOQ ABDULLAH: Sir, I would like to first congratulate the ex-
Prime Minister of India, Mr. Vajpayee, for starting a dialogue with Pakistan. 
Then, I would like to congratulate the present Prime Minister for continuing the 
same process of dialogue that was started by this side. Now, Sir, there is only 
one problem. Let us be very clear on this. Are we, Kashmiris, Indians or are we, 
Kashmiris, disputed? Please answer that. This is part one of my question. 
Secondly, I would like of ask you, Sir, if you have read it that the Pakistan-
Occupied Kashmir Assembly has announced that only Kashmiris will be 
travelling on this route, which means nobody from the rest of the 
country...(Interruptions)... 

�� �:% ;,� ��<� : ?��+,# ?�� ह� ? 

DR. FAROOQ ABDULLAH: Maharaja of Kashmir might come, but 
Farooq Abdullah will not travel because I believe we are all part of India. I will not 
be; neither will carry me on the bus as these people did not carry me, nor will 
you carry me. I want to make one thing very clear, Sir, Let me be very clear. I 
have a lot of problems in my own party. Whereas we welcome this bus, you 
have opened a new route, but for God's sake, 
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don't compromise on India. Do not compromise on India. One day, probably, I will 

get a bullet here, but being an Indian. And I hope you won't cry on that day; nor 

would I want you to put flowers on my grave. I want to make one thing absolutely 

clear that while we welcome this bus, please, if Mr. Farooq Abdullah has to travel 

on a passport, why not a passport for a Pakistani from that side? Why should 

Pakistan dictate to us that there can be no passport? Why cannot the Indian 

passport stand correctly there?Please answer this though I welcome the bus. And 

it is not Mufti who started the bus; it is your Prime Minister and my Prime 

Minister who did this, and thanks to you diplomatic skill, you are able to do 

this. 

SHRI NATWAR SINGH: They have allowed anyone from India and 
Pakistan including Jammu and Kashmir. You can today come to Delhi and 
then go to Pakistan. As regards what you said, let me assure you; I am as 
patriotic, an Indian, as anybody in this House, and I wish you 100 years of life. 
More likely, you will put flowers on my grave than I will be on yours, because I 
am 20 years elder to you. But the fact of the matter is that ycu have welcomed 
this step. It is a beginning. We are going ahead with the railway line 
...(Interruptions)... The question is, India's security, India's sovereignty, 
India's nationality, will not be allowed to be compromised. 

DR. FAROOQ ABDULLAH: Sir, it is not a question of Indian 
sovereignty. I would like to know, every Indian would like to know, as to why 
they would not accept our passport, the document that you and I hold. You 
cannot travel to Pakistan without that document, or can I travel without that 
passport. 

SHRI NATWAR SINGH: Our distinguished Prime Minister is flagging the 

bus on the 7th May I invite you to be there at the ceremony? And, I hope 

...(Interruptions)... 

SHRI YASHWANT SINHA: The question is: Will he be able to travel by 

bus? ...(Interruptions)... 

�� 
����� : �E ��6�� ह� ! ...(������)... &� ��#), &� ��#) 
...(������)... 

�� ����� �
,ह� : ,�����# ��, 9NहR#� &� �� 0+# �� �ह� ���� #ह3 ���� ह� 
8 ...(������)... 

16 



[17 March, 2005] RAJYA SABHA 

 

�� 
����� : ����� �UF� ह
1� �� %���  ]�� ,,^ �� 2� ��& 8 
...(������)... ��� ��� �� ,,^ # ह
, 9� ��� �� �E %� 0+# �
 $��1� 
���� ह� ! �� ,,^ �� ��� �� �� ���� ��&1� 8 ...(������)... 

�� �"�� 	
ह : �E ��#[�� ����� ...(������)... 

�� 
����� : �� <� F
�W& 8 ...(������)... ��P ��%& 8 ...(������)... 

�� =�� 2��� 	
ह : <����� ������ ��, ...(������)... 

�� 
����� : &� ��#), &� ��#) 8 ...(������)... ���P&, ���P& 8 
...(������)... &� ��#), <� ��P ��%& 8 ...(������)... Y�� �� ���& 8  

�� ���ह� �
>5�� : ���� ��;)��! �
2(1�, 2���# ह� #ह3 �
2 ���� 8 
...(������)... 

�� 
����� : ...(������)... <� �
�2&, 2���# 0A�#�!"� �� F �ह#� ,�ह�� 
ह� ...(������)... �ह2� 0�%� ���#$)� �
 ��# 2���& 8 ...(������)... <� 0�%� 
���#$)� �
 ��# 2���& 8 ...(������)... ��P ��%& 8 

THE PRIME MINISTER (DR. MANMOHAN SINGH): Mr. Chairman, 
Sir, the hon. Members on the opposite side have raised many issues. The first 
issue was with regard to the security of our country. I can assure you, and, 
through you, the House, that all agencies of the Government of India, which 
are concerned about the security of our country, were consulted, and they were 
fully on board that the mechanism that we have adopted, in no way, poses any 
danger to our country The second thing I do want to say is that there was this 
reference about the use of passports or not. But we came to the conclusion 
that we were essentially dealing with the human problem, the problem of 
divided families. And I am satisfied with the fact that a particular document 
being used for this purpose does not in any way compromise our rights and 
obligation with regard to the State of Jammu and Kashmir... 
.(Interruptions)... 

�� 
����� : %� �� ,,^ ह
1� ...(������)... 

SHRI YASHWANT SINHA: Sir, what the Prime Minister has said is 

not reflected in the.........(Interruptions).. 

�� 
����� : ��# �( �E#� �ह2� �ह ���� ह� �� %� �� ,,^ ह
1� 
...(������)... 
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�� #
.#
. $ह%���%�� � : W>?���() �
 2��� ?�� ��#� ,�ह�� ह� 
...(������)... 

�� 
����� : �E#� <+���# �� �4� ह� ��  %� �� ,,^ ह
 ��&1� ...(������). 

 Next Question. Dr. Ramaswamy. (Interruptions) 

�� #�0 �/�0 �� ���1�  : 0A�# �!"� #� ���� ���� ह�, �UF� हE, 2���# �1� 
���2 �� ���� �(1� �
 �UF� ह
1� ...(������)...  

�� #���� �� 0 9��� � : ������ �� ...(������)...  

�� 
����� : �ह ���� ह� ...(������)... ���4& <� ��P ��%&, 
...(������)... �ह�! �� <%&...(������)... �ह3 ��%&,...(������)... <� �ह�! 
���P& ...(������)... �E #ह3 ��#�!1� ...(������)... <� ���P& ...(������)... �E#� 
<��� �#���# �� ���� ह� �� 0A�# �!"� �� #� ���� ����, ����  �!"� �� #� �� ���� 
���� ...(������)... <� ���� ��� ���#& ...(������)... <� �!��T) ह� �� #ह3, �ह 
����� ��� हE, 2���# �E#� �ह� �� %���  ]�� ,,^ ��� �(1� ...(������)... �� %� 
��� �ह ?��+,# 2�#� �� <�+���� ?�� ह� ...(������)... �ह ��� �( ह
 ��&1�, 
4�� ह�< ��$�� ...(������)... #�?$) ?��+,# ...(������)... 

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: Sir, with great hesitation ...(Interruptions)... 

SHRI RAJU PARMAR: Sir, you have already called Dr. Ramaswamy. 

...(Interruptions)... 

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: Sir, there was a specific query. 

...(Interruptions)... 

�� ����� �
,ह� : ह� 2
1R #� $�����.� ���2 9P���, 9A� �� �
/ ���� 
#ह3 <�� ...(������)... 

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE: It is no longer Question Hour. It is 
11:45 It is Zero Hour. And we are still on the first Question. What is 
happening, Sir? ...(Interruptions)... 

�� 
����� : #ह3 <�� �
 <� <1� 9P� 2�#� ...(������)... <�#� �ह 
���2� 9P���, ��� ��� ,,^ ह
1�, 9� ��� 9�*$��� �( ह
 ��&1� 
...(������)... #�?$) ?��+,# ...(������)... #�?$) ?��+,#, W�0 ����$���� 
...(������)... 

�� ��%*;� 	
ह : ������ �� ...(������)... 

�� 
����� : �� <� ��P ��%& ...(������)... 
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.#
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 ���2 ��F�, 9��� ���� ���� ��& 
...(������)... 

 �� 
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 ��&1� ...(������)... 

 �� ��%*;� 	
ह : ��##�� ������ �� ...(������)... <� ��  �4���R �( 
F�� ह�  ...(������)... 

 �� 
����� : <� ���P& �
 �ह� ...(������)... 

 �� ���: ����� : <�#� �ह� �� .� 2 H2�� �W�� # ह
 ��&1� 
...(������)... �� ?�R ��� – ��� 9P� �ह� ह� ...(������)... 

 �� 
����� : &� ��#) �
W� ��~2� ��4& ...(������)... 

 �� ���: ����� : ������ ��...(������)... 

 �� 
����� : &� ��#) -��&...(������)... 

 �� ?8�����< ���< : ������ ��, �ह ��  �� &��� �� ���2� ह� 
...(������)... 

 �� 
����� : ��P ��%& ...(������)... 

SHRI MOTILAL VORA: Sir, you have given the ruling. Where is 
the question of ...(Interruptions)...The ruling of the Chair should be 
respected....(Interruptions).. The Question Hour should not be disrupted like 
ih\s...(Intenvptions)... 

2*0 ��� ��� ��1��� : ������ �ह
��, <�#� ����� ���2 �� call �� �2�� 
ह� ...(������)... 

SHRI DEBABRATA BISWAS: Sir, it is a very serious issue. 

..(Interruptions)... 

2*0 ��� ��� ��1��� : <�#� ����� ���2 �� call �� �2�� ह�...(������)... 

�� ������� ����� : ��� �
 �-� ��)2� �� 47� ह� #ह3 ह�& 
...(������)... ह
 1�� ?��+,# b�� 4�� ...(������)... 
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�� �*�� %�% �*�� : ������ ��, &� ��� <�#� B��$�� �� �� �� B��$�� ��#� 
��  ��� �� 9�� �� ,,^ ह
 �ह� ह� ...(������)... 

SHRI ANAND SHARMA: Sir, they are violating the ruling of the 
Chair....(Interruptions)...They are playing to the gallery. ...(Interruptions)...They 
are disrupting the House... (Interruptions)... 

�� 
����� : ��P ��%& ...(������)... &� ��� 2�W� b. �� ��
�� # �
 
�
2#� ����& ...(������)... ���P& ...(������)... Please sit down .  

�� �*�� %�% �*�� : <�#� &� ��� B��$�� �� �� ह�, 9���  ��� ��� ��� �� 
,,^ ह
 �ह� ह� ...(������)... 

�� 
����� : ���!� Q�ह ��, �
�2&  8 

THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION (SHRI JASWANT SINGH): 
Mr. Chairman, Sir, ordinarily, after the Prime Minister has given voice to his 
views and expressed an opinion, we would have no interest whatsoever in 
creating further douse or any kind of questioning of what he has said. I fully 
believe, Sir, that the hon. Prime Minister and the hon. Minister of External 
Affairs are fully committed to the security of India. I don't think the starting 
point is that. What I have said is that if you have moved away from a visa and 
a passport system and have agreed to the alteration of the system, then, 
perhaps, it would do good, if you explain to us what advantage has accrued to 
India, what political and diplomatic gains have come. After that, the hon. 
Prime Minister said, "We will take all care of the security." There is no doubt 
about it. I don't, for a minute, doubt the intention, either of the Government or 
of the Prime Minister, but we do question the method that has been adopted. It 
is that method which has raised the kind of query and question that my good 
friend has also given voice to. ..(Interruptions)... 

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: That we will discuss at the time of the 

full fledged discussion on this subject. 

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: The hon. Minister of External Affairs said 

that all that has happened is, this has been received with acclaim by the 

people of Jammu and Kashmir. I don't know if it has been received with 

acclaim by everybody in all parts of Jammu and Kashmir. 

SHRI ANAND SHARMA: Not by you. 
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SHRI JASWANT SINGH: After all, my friend, Dr. Farooq Abdullah is also 

a very distinguished representative of that State. We do support the accord; we 

have worked for that accord. The movement of the people of India and Pakistan 

must be facilitated, must be eased, but not at the cost of Indian 

nationalism...(Interruptions)...That is why I asked, Why have you done away with 

the visa and passport system?...(Interruptions)...What advantage has accrued 

to us? 

�� ���ह� �
>5�� : ��, ह�( �� �
2#� ����& ...(������)... 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Question No. 222. ...(Interruptions)... 

�� ������� ����� : ��, %#�
 �� �
2#� ����& ...(������)... 

Sir, I beg before you. Let us proceed with the Question Hour. 
...(Interruptions)...The other Members should also be allowed to put 
supplementaries....(/nferruptions)...As decided in the presence of the Leader 
of the Opposition, let...(Interruptions)... 

�� ����� �
,ह� : %� �� 1�#��() �� ��$��!� ?�� ह� ...(������)... 

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: Sir, in such a case, suspend Question Hour. 
...(Interruptions) Sir, suspend Question Hour. ...(Interruptions)... 

SHRI SHAHID SIDDIQUI: Everyday this happens. (Interruptions) 

Might is right here. (Interruptions) 

�� 
����� : ���� #ह3 �� �ह� ह� ...(������)... &� ��#), &� ��#), �E 47� 
ह� !, <� ��P ��%& 8 �ह ����� 0+# ह� �� ����� 0+# #ह3 ह�, �E %� ����� �( #ह3 
�7#� ,�ह�� 8 %� �!�!A �( ����� #� �
 B��$��&! �� ह�, 9# B��$��{! ��  ]�� 
<�#� �/ 0��� ��  0+# 47� ��& ह�, �/ 0��� �� ��!���R �� %NहR#� �#����� ��#� 
�� �
�   �� ह� ...(������)... <� ��P ��%& ...(������)... <��� ���#�&! �E 
B�z �� �ह� ह� ! ...(������)... �ह2� ��6� ��# 2���& ...(������)... <� ,��� �� 
��ह�2#� �� �ह� ह� ...(������)... <� ,��� �� ��ह�2#� �� �ह� ह�, ��P ��%&, 
...(������)... ��6� ��# 2���& 8 0A�# �!"� �� �
2 �2&,����  �!"� �� �
2 �2&, 
2�W� b. � b�
�� # �
2 �2&, �/ &��� �
2 �2& ...(������)... <� ���� ��� 
�
 ���#& ...(������)... �E <��
 ,�!� ��!1� ...(������)... �E <��
 ,�!� ��!1�, <� 
�ह2� ��P ��%& 
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...(������)... �E %��2& �#���# �� �ह� �� �� ���� ���2� �� ,,^ ह
 ��& 8 %� 
?��+,# �
 �E �
$)�
# ���� ह� ! �� %���  ]�� ,,^ ह
1� ...(������)... ?��+,# 
b�� 4�� ह�< ...(������)... ���� ���#&, �1� %���  ]�� ,,^ ��#� ,�ह( 
...(������)... 

��% �� � (�� %�%: 2
��) : �ह
��, �� ����$��# �� �!�!A 4��� ��#� ,�ह�� 
ह�8 ...(������)... 

2*0 ��� ��� ��1��� : �ह
��, �� #ह3 ,�ह�� �� ����$��# �� �हN��$��# ��  
�!�!A ��A�( 8 ...(������)... �� #ह3 ,�ह�� �� ����$��# �� Qह��$��# ��  �!�!A ��A�( 8  

�� 
����� : ��# �� ������ह� 12.30 ��� �� ��  �2& $��1� �� ���� ह� 8 

The House then adjourned at fifty-six minutes past eleven of the Clock. 

The House reassembled at Thirty minutes past twelve of the clock. 

[MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair.] 

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO STARRED QUESTIONS 

New band of airwaves to operators 

*222. DR. M.A.M. RAMASWAMY: Will the Minister of 

COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government propose to allocate a new band of airwaves (3 G 

applications) to operators; 

(b) if so, the details thereof; 
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