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ments have also been made for examining detai-
ned smugglers regarding their activities. These 
enquiries are in progress. 

tAgro-based Industries in rural areas 

*208. SHRI B.D. BARMAN : SHRI BHOLA PRASAD : SHRI 
YOGENDRA SHARMA : 

Will the Minister of INDUSTRY AND 
CIVIL SUPPLIES be pleased to state : 

(a) whether Government propose to estab-
lish a network of agro-based industries in rural 
areas; 

(b) if so, the salient features and objectives 
thereof; and 

(c) the steps being taken so far in this 
regard? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY AND CIVIL 
SUPPLIES (SHRI A. P. SHARMA) : (a) to (c) 
A statement is laid on the Table of the House. 

Statement 
(a) to (c) Government on their own do not 

propose to establish a net work of agro-based 
industries in rural areas. However, under the 
Centrally sponsored scheme of Rural Industries 
Project Programme, 54 rural industries projects 
have been set up at various districts upto the 
end of Fourth Five Year Plan period. These 
projects have been set up with the main objec-
tive of substantially enlarging non-farm employ-
ment opportunities in rural areas through in-
tensive developmont of small scale industries. 
The industries set up under this programme 
cover among others agro-based industries. 

57 rural industries projects have been slee-
ted for implementation in the Fifth Five Year 
Plan period. Preparatory work in respect of 
these projects such as employment of full com-
plement of staff, training of RIP personnel, 
conducting of techno-economic surveys in order 
to draw detailed development plans lias already 

been taken in all the projects. The projects 
already taken up in the various districts up to 
the end of Fourth Five Year Plan period will 
also continue to get financial assistance from 
the Central Government during the Fifth Five 
Year plan period. 
Functional Division of Posts and Telegraphs 

Department 
380. SHRI G. LAKSHMANAN: Will the 

Minister of COMUNICATIONS be pleased to 
state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that additional ex-
penditure was incurred on the functional divi-
sion at circle level into Telecom, and Postal 
Wings of the Posts and Telegraphs Depart-
ment; 

(b) if so, the details thereof showing (i) the 
additional posts of officers and upgradation of 
the posts of officers for each circle (ii) the cost 
of additional accommodation taken on rent (iii) 
the cost of furniture and on such other items; 
and 

(c) what are the benefits to be derived from 
the functional division? 

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS (DR. SHANKER DAYAL 
SHARMA): (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) (i) No additional post has been created. 
The details of post upgraded/abolished are given 
in Statement. I. The expenditure is about Rs. 
65,000/- per annum on upgradation/special 
pays. This has been off-set by a saving of 
about Rs. 1,34,000/- per annum by abolition of 
certain posts shown in the statement-I. 

(ii) Nil. 
(iii) About Rs. 57,000/- as per statement-II. 
(c) The reorganisation is expected to pro 

vide greater attention to the services from 
Heads of Circles specialised in the respective 
fields and also enable more effective and co 
ordinated execution of development program 
mes in the Fifth Five Year Plan. 

 
tTransferred from the 20th November, 1974 
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