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[Shri Balgovind Verma]

(i) Notification G. S. R. No. 173,
dated the 1st February. 1975,
publishing the Andhra Pradesh
Mines Provident Fund (Amendment)
Scheme, 1975.

(it) Notiflgation G. S. R. No.
174, dated the 1st February,
1975, publishing the Ra”asthan
Coal Mines Provident Fund

(Amendment) Scheme, 1975.

(iii) Notification G. S. R. No.
175, dated the Ist February, 1975,
publishing the Neyveli Coal
Mines Provident Fund (Amend
ment) Scheme, 1975. [Placed in
Library. See No. LT-8929/75].

CALLING ATTENTION TO A
MATTER OF URGENT PUBLIC
IMPORTANCE

Reported Cancellation of a Large
number of Trains due to acute Short,
age of Coal Stocks with the Railways.

SHRI HARSH DEO MALAVIYA
(Uttar Pradesh); Sir, I beg to call the
attention of the Minister of Railways to
the reported cancellation of large number
of trains due to acute shortage of coal
stocks with the Railways.

[Mr. Deputy Chairman in the Chair]

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI): Mr. Deputy
Chairman, Sir, there had been a
deterioration in coal supplies to the
Railways after 1972. The shortages were
mainly due to poor availability of coal
from Bengal and Bihar coal fields which
cater to the bulk of the requirements of
Railways.

In order to make available to the
Industries their minimum  essential
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requirements of steam coal, the Railways
had to reduce their own coal consumption
and consequently in November, 1973,
Railways decided to curtail departmental
and shunting services and also temporary
suspension of some unimportant and less
intensively utilised passenger trains with
instructions to ensure that important
interests, such as the daily commuters,
court passengers, students, In. dustrial
workers were not affected. Further
cancellation of passenger trains was
effected before and during the all India
May, 1974, strike.

The availability of steam coal was
pursued throughout with the Department
of coal culminating in a meeting held
with the Minister of Energy by the
Minister for Railways and Minister of
State for Railways on 16-12-74. Presently
loco coal loading has picked up and
anticipating that the increased production
and offer of steam coal will continue,
Railways are gradually restoring the
required train services. At present only
about 258 pairs out of a total of 1738
pairs of scheduled non-suburban
passenger trains iare yet to be re-
introduced.

As announced by the Minister of
Railways yesterday, with the production
of coal gathering momentum, and in
consonance with the building up of our
coal stocks, Railways will commence
restoration of services from Ist March
and  this  restoration would be
progressively increased in the next few
months.

SHRI HARSH DEO MALAVIYA: Sir,
this is a very serious problem. Last year
due to the railway strike and other factors
our entire economy suffered a lot mainly
because the Railways did not move. Last
year also it happened on more than one
occasion that our coal stocks were only
for a very short period. Once it was for
two or three days last year. Sir, we do not
know what is happening. The hon'ble
Minister in his reply has not been able to
give any particular information about the
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matter. I do not understand what he
means. How does he explain it? Sir, our
fear is that coal is wasted a lot. In  the
Hazaribagh  district, one of the colliery
areas, if you move about in the night you
find any number of fires. It is the private
individuals burning coal to convert it into
coke. We were told that this entire coal
which is being burnt there is pilfered.
Furthermore, in these areas
trouble, continue. There are labour
troubles.  Only the other day there was a
report in the Times of India that three
labour leaders were shot dead and six
injured, three of them seriously, when
rival  trade  union workers attacked the
AITUC office at Ghonoadih Colliery, 10
Rms. from Dhanbad. Sir, there is a
paper called "New Republic" published
from R'anchi and it has made very serious
allegations. It has said that in the Kargali
washery, there was a ropeway to carry coal.
But for no reason, though it was working
perfectly all right, this ropeway was left into
disuse and the Area General Manager
suddenly switched over to transportation of
unwashed coal byroad. The NCDC allegdly
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advanced a sum of Rs. 20 lakhs to
contractors for buying trucks to be hired
out to the Corporation. According to

the memorandum which was submitted,
the ropeway still remains abandoned and the
NCDC is spending  Rs. 50 i lakhs every
month on transport by road of unwashed

coal. That is one side of the affair; there is
such corruption among the NCDC
officials and loss is being suffered. = And

our Railways are being starved.

Sir, I think the problem is—I do not
know; it is for the Minister to answer—
perhaps there is no proper co-ordination
between the Railway Ministry and the
new Ministry of Energy which was
formerly known as Steelf and Mines
Ministry. This 'is causing great concern to
the whole country. So, j would cut myself
short and ask certain very specific ques-
tions.
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(1) Has there been cancellation ox
some goods trains on the Western,
Southern, South-Central and North-
western Railways? If so, which are the
trains which have been cancelled?

(2) Is it a fact that in recent months,
the coal stock of some regional Railways
had been reduced to only one day's stock
and this news hag been kept secret?

(3) What i3 the monthly requirement
of coal for the Railways? What is the
daily requirement of coal wagons and
how many did the Railways get on an
average during 1973-74?

(4) Has the question been taken up
with the Energy Ministry?

(5) How long will this tenterhook
existence continue? (Time-bell-rings) I
am finishing. How long will this
continue? What are the prospects of the
problem being solved?

(6) Are there any proposals to curtail
passenger services because of shortage
of coal?

(7) Has any estimate been made of the
possible loss in Railway revenue
earnings?

Ty s

(8) Are there any proposals to bring
about better co-ordination between the
Railways and the Energy Ministry?

(9) Lastly, in the alternative, will
the Government consider setting
apart completely certain steam coal
collieries in the coal areas in Bihar,
etc., under the Railway Ministry?
They should be taken away from
the Energy Ministry and completely
set apart for the coal requirements of
the Railways.

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QTJRESHI: Sir,
I will take up the last two points of the
hon. Member first. He has asked whether
there is any co-ordination between the
Ministry ot En-
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[Shri Mohd. Shall Qureshi] ergy and the
Railways. Sir, this improvement in th,
supplies of coal and in the restoration of a
large number of cancelled trains is a direct
result of co-ordination between the Ministry
of Energy and th, Ministry of Railways. I am
very grateful to my colleagues Shri Pant who
ha, been rather very helpful and after he took
over there has been a marked change in the
supply of loco coal to the Railways. It is true
that certain difficulties were faced in 1973 as
a result of which we had to cancel large
number of trains. With the improvement in
the loco coal supply position, there has been
gradual restoration of trains. We had in the
initial stages to decide whether we should
starve industries which are depending on loco
coal and run our full contingent of trains. It
was a decision taken deliberately not to starve
the industries, but to curtail some of our
passenger services as a result of which our
own inventory went down and also in order to
see that no goods trains were cancelled, we
had to cancel large number of passenger
trains. Th, first question was whether we
cancelled passenger trains ...

SHRI HARSH DEO MALAVIYA: My
question was whether you cancelled goods
trains

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI. I am
sorry. No long-distance goods trains carrying
essential commodities such as foodgrains,
POL products, fertilizer and coal to plants
were cancelled. But a few departmental trains
were cancelled. It is true that the coal stock
with the Railways had been very critical
somewhere in 1973 and on some Railways the
stock came down to three days' inventory.
Our daily requirements to run our full
contingent of trains are 1,850 wagons. This is
our requirement and today I can inform the
House that our loading in the last
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month hag been about 1,900 and ¥ shall be
able to maintain between 1,850 and 1,900.
That will give us a chance to build up our
own stocks also and to restore the cancelled
trains.

The hon. Member has asked another
question as to how long it will take to restore
the cancelled trains. As the hon. Minister #or
Railways, while presenting the Railway Bud-
get yesterday in the Lok Sabha, stated the
restoration would start from the 1st of March
and with this improved situation in the coal
loading, I think within a few months from
now we shall be able to restore all the
cancelled trains.

SHRI HARASH DEO MALAVIYA: At
least my question should be answered. Are
there any proposals to curtail passenger
services? Hag any estimate been made about
the possible loss in the revenue earning of the
Railways? Is there any plan to bring about a
better co-ordination between th, Railway
Ministry ana the Energy Ministry? Is Govern-
ment considering the question of setting apart
particular collieries for the Railways? These
are some of the questions yet to be answered.

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI: 1t is true
that we suffered losses because of
cancellation of trains and what has been lost
is lost for ever. The second question was
about captive mines. We are having' full and
complete co-ordination between the Energy
Ministry and the Railway Ministry and
therefore we do not think of having captive
mines for the Railways. About cancellation of
trains, the position as on today is that on the
Central Railway no train is cancelled; on the
Eastern Railway, no train is cancelled; on the
Northern Railway, 36 pairs of trains have
been cancelled; on the North Eastern
Railway, 40 pairs of trains have been
cancelled; on the North Frontier Railway, no
train is cancelled; on the Southern Railway,
124 trains have been cancelled; on the South
Central Railway, 3 pairs of trains have been
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cancelled; on the South Eastern Raliway, only
one pair of trains has been cancelled and on
the Western Railway 53 pairs of trains have
been cancelled. Today I have been informed
that 15 more trains have been restored.
Therefore, the total number of trains
cancelled is 258 less 15.

SHRI SHYAMLAL GUPTA
(Bihar): Why are trains cancelled in Bihar
which is a cqal-belt area? If there is co-
ordination between the Energy Ministry and
the Railway Minister, there is no reason why
trains are cancelled in the area where coal is
produced and is readily available. To me it
appears that the Railway Ministry is not very
energetic in running trains in that area.
Thermal plants and steel industries are not
working there properly for want of coal. Will
the honourable Minister assure this House
that the cancelled trains in Bihar will be
restored by the 1st of March and coal also
will be made available to all the industrial
units there, the steel units and the thermal
plants, so that there is no loss of energy so far
ps these units are concerned?

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHTI: Sir, part
of the question relates to the Ministry of
Energy. But I can say with some certainty that
the requirements of the power houses and the
steel plants have been fully met by the
Railways because the Railways are working
only as carriers. With regard to our
requirements of loco coal, I said that the
position has considerably improved and on
the North-Eastern Railway only 40 pairs of
trains have been cancelled and, as I have
already indicated, we shall start restoring
these trains from the 1st at March and within
a couple of months we shall be able to restore
the full contingent of trains.

SHRI STIBRAMANIAN SWAMY (Uttar
Pradesh): Sir, I would like to seek your
indulgence on one point: I think the
honourable
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Minister can easily escape responsibility in
answering some of the questions which are
pertinent and he can take the easy way but by
saying that it is not his responsibility and that
he is not responsible for the lack of coal. But I
saw a publication of the Ministry of Steel and
Mines which says that they are not res-
ponsible for the fact that coal is not
transported properly and the Railway
Ministry is responsible for not providing
wagons for the removal of coal. So, Sir, this
controversy is going to continue. But I would
like to seek your help in seeing that the
Minister answers some of the basic questions
that I am going to raise now.

Sir, it is clear that in our country we are
developing a coal famine amidst enormous
abundance. We have about 81 billion tonnes
of coal reserves which can last us, at the
present rate of consumption and the projected
rate of consumption, for about 400 years. [
want to know whether the Railway Ministry
is to blame or would share part of the blame
for the situation that is developing in the
country where we have abundance of coal
reserves, but w« have a coal famine also.
Some statistics have been put out by the
Ministry in its budget that was presented
yesterday and I would urgte the Minister to
see his own publications and one of the publi-
cations is: "Indian Railways—Year-Book".
On going through this publication and the
documents released yesterday, the following
disturbing questions arise in my mind:

Firstly, the freight wagons deployment by
the Railways has been steadily deteriorating
over a period of time. For example, the freight
traffic has been stagnant around 200 million
metric tonnes since 1965.66. Now, coal
transportation is part of this freight
transportation and the Fourth Plan had made a
target of 265 million metric tonnes in its
original draft for the last year and we have
now an admission from
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[Shri Subramanian Swamy]

the Ministry in its budget presented yesterday
that the amount of freight moved last year was
much less than 200 million metric tonnes and
that this year, in fact, it is going to be around
200 million metric tonnes only. Earlier, that is,
prior to 1960-66, the freight that was moved
by the Railways was growing iat the rate of
6% per year and since then it has been
stagnant and zero has been the growth rate. If
you move away from looking at the total
freight traffic iand look to the movement in
terms of tonne-kilometre, again you will find
that it has been moving only slugglishly.
Movement in terms of tonne-kilometre by the
Railways of commodities including coal has
been growing at the rate of 2.2.% per year
while the economy is growing at the iaverage
rate of 3.5%. I do not see any reason why this
should be moving at such a slow pace.

Then, Sir, coming to the question of wagon
loadings, in 1965-66, it was about 9,000 and
the Railway Minister's own admission is that
it has dropped to somewhere around 8,000
last year in spite of the heroic efforts made in
November/December, etc. The fourth point
T"am making again goes to establish that the
Ministry is responsible for the lack of
availability of coal in general. The average
turn-round time of wagons wias 11.8 days in
1965>-66. Now it has gone up to 14 days.
More wagons are lying idle than they were
earlier. Look iat the statistics for net ton-km.
wagon per day. I am going into these statistics
because all this goes to support the general
point which I would like the Minister to
contradict or controvert that the Ministry is in
fact slipping in its responsibility. The net ton-
km per wagon per day was 987. Now it has
slipped down to about "900.

One thing on which the Railways have
done , wonderful job is in the
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retirement of wagons. The Fourth Plan target
placed it at 35000. The Railway Ministry has
achieved a faster retirement of 40,000. Of
course* the Railway Ministers have not
retired as fast as railway wagons.

Now, Sir, I would like to know whether it
is a fact that after the nationalization of coal
many railway officials have been very upset,
because they had a nice side business going
on in terms of bribery from private coal
companies. Now that the coal companies have
been nationalized, some of the railway
officials, in the knowledge of the Minister
perhaps, are disgruntled by the situation and
they are not co-operative in the movement of
coal.

Finally, I would like to ask a much

more  serious  question  about  the
future, specially in the context of
the presentation of  the railway
budget  yesterday. Is 'the Railway
Ministry prepared to meet its
responsibility for the transportation
of cqal in the Fifth Plan and, if so,
how? For example, the Government
is committed to providing double the
amount of coal at the end of the
Fifth Fiv, Year Plan. Now the steel
plants are getting 16 MMT. They

will require 34 MMT five years from

now. Is the Railway Ministry in a
position to do so? I have great
doubts about it. The Fifth Plan
envisages that the Railways will have

to move by 1978-79 over 300 MMT,
i.e. 60 per cent rise in 3 years. Already
two years have elapsed. The
Ministry of Railways is moving about
200 MMT of freight. If you are going

to fulfil  the  target and  your
responsibility in the next three years,
the amount of freight you are going
to move will have to be increased
by 20% per year. So far the freight
that you have moved has hardly
changed. So_

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Wind
up. L
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SHRI SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY: I want the
Railway Ministry to make a pretty good case why it
should not be blamed not only for the lack of coal
for its own self but also for the developing coal
famine for the rest of the industry in the country.

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI: Sir, a
considerably large part of the hon. Member's speech
was a part of the rehearsal for his budget speech on
the Railways, because he brought in matters which
are not pertaining to the Calling Attention motion.
Sir, the Calling Attention motion is about the
cancellation of trains on account of the non-
availability of coal. But he has touched a very
important point, that I admire. Since we do not have
the optimum utilization of our rolling stock and our
wagons, we will not be able to meet the targets
which we have placed before ourselves. It is also
true that the turn-round of wagons, detention of
wagons and loading of wagons will all have to be
taken into consideration while fixing the targets.
And all this has been done. I can assure the hon.
Member that if the coal production goes up to 90
MMT or more, the Railways are fully geared up for
its transportation for the use of the steel industry,
for the use of power plants, for the washeries, and
SO on.

Sir, I have stated earlier that not a very large
number of goods trains were cancelled. No long
distance goods trains were cancelled. Only some
passenger trains were cancelled. I have stated that
in my reply. We will be in a position to restore all
the cancelled trains in a few months' time.

The other points are not very relevant here.

st TETEEY (IET 9aAW)
AHq, § TORTT T T TAFT ATEE
fr 7 awg feaar Fgar Gar g w@r
g o twma W e & fao feas
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YT AT R g AT fFFar g
¥4 99T T3 W IgAd g AT A
arg 78 & i et 29 =0 7wa dfaes
¢, feaar wm@ar 99 &f@er zEiar
SR & A0 30 775 O F1 Tifzu )
e Far dfew Fwafa fawdr o
F1 I AT F A 2w Far
st 9z g1 TErE AT AT wIgE
T AATTHT 39T 97 qoF § &7 ar &
T A TT G 4T WA AT AT @
& T T YT 31 W & A1 39
ST U & o0 oF daras 7
argay et Aarag q wft a5 F;w

" A #?

A, 7 ¥ A 917 q47%9
war w1 o fasdr fadr ama 71 9
aTary F wEeg & i 3w fazdr 4
A1 FT. WIET HIET A3 B F FAT T w5
§qe W@ F) #r dfsw  gweml
famidr, wat ¥ A1 A @ weATHT, THo
Udo o, faar F&dt, w1 wAy &7
F11 A Ferela sy g 3 g waTa
& fis searst wmga ot Fo o wimaTy
St & @ fgTreEd wte § o wifea
g7 w@r w= oawmantE o owwoamw
1 WAT § % weET ¥ vAawa &
T THIE; FA TiwT F 1AL T4 (74T
s wT frare 2. ..

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: What
has it got to do with the Calling
Attention?

off THATIEW : W TEE | T
T W R OE | sEeE Ao

3 I 1 -

TAFH of; waarafa a8

arq %1 faedt fasft 780
st TwArenw o fendEz g s

arsr #tfsre | wrew g # fiv a3z 3¢
wdy gnit | oz femddz st fafem 2 0
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st wwemafe Py wa Woi
& | ot o Y Fefy w@Y ) 5% oz fafem
a3

ot TrweTerEw ¢ Lg fagiEde aEr
fafsm 2\ = & afwa arazo S
gt & A war F s eI
E HEE0 8, 9 WO FI 2 ) §IE 4E
2 T Frgan AqTe A AT FORT A
| A9 Fr GO T AT FORIT
AFIGA GOy &4 I a1+
gt & wwdr & 5 wEn e Fwaa
YT T | HIT RGST FoAw F AT
s forg w2 =% wwa F o6, fea,
Foen awi fao 5@ & wrew F a1 3w
F1 [7lAa gwo g 3 %@ g 77 ufEa
FHRAMTG ST TH A@ R SAH
7 i ggsar F faars 5w 7
FIGA & A7 2F, -7 & 9T HiT T80
FIAT ATAT AT, FOFA ST ATT T AT FT
AT F F AT 9 @ an, A% w17
IF RT ATHHAET. . .

R. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Rajnarain, you

will not get an answer to this.

AT THATCEAW ;. HAT JE F I
™ &1 fam s A Ffeer W Aw g
FH 6 AT 7 FAA AN -

w5 Zagasfa: & g &
#g 3 & fF o1 AT ST FTHT A AT
qTAZ T W4T |

= TETEY - 7T I 99T @
&1 qreA & ar a1 7, Afew 7z Tar
gl ? TET A L AT HEAT 8 AT 9
qATE F OWTH T AT ¢ ) FILEAT A
wEEH AT wrgA Y R gqT g e #
faen® W gzan, foam a=it § e
ot fermv iy & o & s s @ 2
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T WI  AEAET FHAIA AT
F{erE F% | FE2A T FILeAT & f@dTH
qugAT &1 fed gzar 99 9T 47 |
1g FaEr Hto wrfo ATLo F AFA Vo
U o Hlo TLAT & ATEL 9 477 B 77
2\ @ 9T UF WM FE AT
fomd 8% F@e v A e T
awH< gfear ¥ &1 wrgEe fRar smar
, 10 =u ufF z v gran & e
FILEAT T TATT FeAHT FIA 2 A
gorg & & wmadra ot & 5w o
T F AL AT

o, § o Foar wEar § fF
FIHG & A2 WIAZ &7 FIE HAT g1 AT
§SIETT § §Y@EC 7 g1 1 98 & A
9T @ W@ F

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, no. Mr.
Rajnarain, you complete what you want to say.

Sl TR GHT ERT 29
FAAT, FOT 8 7T 7§ WiTFH 9777
¥ T W § arad 7 fqmr &
HIAATT T /AT 7 Y fam & frawe
HE FOFT 8 A 2T FIFAT HAT
Zurdy 34T & fAu wmay gar A 7
fradT & (mee 29 =e ot 1 Sfear §oer
FEr ¥ WAt G quw oI
fewz 9 wmar arafgwar F smae 97
FAE I W F  F o wrafawar ¥
STITE 9T 367 & | AT A1 ACH1E fewiy
A FHAT FIFL FTOAWAT | FEf
& qqer % fau &ifer & fro oards
qT AT & | AT ATHL AFAL, T q07,
g 7 w7 gaOd FO9 709 Fwaiq
qradE & % fAataw g7 % Tar &
& | THEY I FEH 7 AN w
TAAT AT q0 A frar Wy, gvey
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A% AUTA ALY WTAT | U FEEW F WS
a afewrs foar o awar 2

a1 & wmgar g fv afza wwemafy
ST YEE YFIE ", FEH I§7E g3
AT AT 8—8, 10— 10 fafaa za Fasm
10 &70 %Y =7 F fewma ® ¥ ag
sy fedy JmTda ama F 4@ @,
98 AT FT w47 fFar wm, IEET
wAfga § @aTar Sn | THE A1 FE-
37 wredTd ST & o1 fow gt 43 F,
w2z fafqrev 43 &, 590 WIS =g #
faa fremene, €19 9=0F T2 AT ATAAT
e F7 faam ) & SarETd & 6 ael
7 FgAT AEAT g fF owwe A wen
TH A% A FAA ¥ ArG TgAel w4,
T A & oarg w4 41 = wfEy
1 9 faestt # fFar s, a=47 ¥,
qEAT H, FAH H, F@A% § ZA|
7z & famge avs 7 @ OE

eyl 1 gdoyd Qi dazie  gd

ol a gt O e Bl
- A g gy S B Sl
e wEewE wwy R AT ATt

F1 Sl T ATE § IR AT A
T SEvA wEl g 1]

T TWATOAY: W | TF AT
=3 fiF g A &Y AT a9

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You
can answer to whatever is relevant.

‘; :=;“i)5 EE.? Sami L.)‘z
G e Wla o o] S e
- o5 ylaxdy

t [ ] Hindi transliteration.
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e wEEAT WR ®IW A
IR FT AAA E 1A AFLT T

sy wrwATCme - § qfed wwmE
St ®1 OF TAT GHGAT E, I99 09
g

_g‘i‘f prhd damia gl
S S &S g 3 ¥ &)
144 yreb 5 B S wiyyd M5
Kol @ wyyd (§ &l 7 gale
okl o & e g alee
¢2 Ry 1850 5 (ap (Jla gaen
S ot & Lasn yelaly aliyy o
e IS oS gl S paRal 2 LS
bt S S8 S By
0% 912 )fn 8 e ke & 2
olet & g gar K 5 G ek
& ar - gm0l gyl
g SR Wl oo &S Eyn ¥ails
wet yahey fedaS g gl Shake
- S pake i oS

JedsS S b G e

Dl lr - a Sl €y
LS & =y S e 4 @ ke
$ ol edmdy Sgle sl
AV Typm 5) Ehps 35 agyd Ullar
By 31 g0yl & dage a5 90 &
y oy U L gl ol olyl ¥
ARENE T SR I S VSR A
Saly il —Fdlale s
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[Lote? gurd samne 53]
nl &y g0 il w5 Ly

cshtybn 8] = (yab B delas 2 gy
¥ ouse Zaly Ul o5 ylelas f
P ot <8 540 o5 g0 o gl
s A S g gila S dalas
weuwrlquﬂdm,;_m,»
o oR oS pl 2 W ey
M S e Ko - a L
why &g ~daly Ugn wad S
- A e WSS oS ) e S

Fot AEemE  ww B -
e s 7 #are frar fF s &
(3 T &7 gl & AT 3 14, 4 fafe-
4G9 EA ATAMT FT TECA E—EE
AT ag AT % e O 24 26 Fe
Z AT 1850 77 g9 F1 Troqrr F1fE |
s b 7 ey & w0 wrw AT A
1T 7 AT T F A FV AR F T
4z 8 & smat & 8 ZwT 912 F
# wTET £ 1 TA g WA gnm fE
BN ATAT 2T AT qEA HIT AT FfaeE
I IR AAT TEA | TG AT T AT
F1 #7297 &1 qar &, gurt ArAA
weEl ST A A9z F F9T qg F4T 947 fE
T WX 7w # v dw e
# WL Z] W FGT FT IAET 6T
0% ¥ FEW @ oA ag S aww
#faeg 27 & smmr 5w faar S
3R FET fF wmE #r W e
#1 T & " gt avie faw # ) we
Arfvaeit &7 arwEl w1 IST.T 9B &
A1 TmTIEAY oY ZuE few w7 ¥
Al WTRA FT WA AT & A B

« t[] Hindi transliteration.
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TH AT T TE TEATH AAAT-HW T
AT & AT FHA 9T A T F—
& 71 @ T fo A aga g ey
ATHT ATT FEA T IART FE BARN TGN

gl

SHRI M. KADERiSHAH (Tamil Nadu):
Sir, the hon. Minister has stated that the coal
position is now improving and he has also
expressed the hope that it will be better in the
coming months. I do not know whether he
actually hopes or he is only hoping against
hope. This is the stereotyped reply given by
the Minister whenever the question is raised
on the floor of this House either by way of a
Starred Question or a Calling Attention
Motion or outside this House in a
Consultative Committee meeting.

Sir, the Minister of Steel and Mines has stated
only a few days back that the production of coal
hag bee, increasing this year. But, at the same
time, w, learn that the Railways are facing a
serious problem on account of th, shortage of
coal. The Railway Minister has stated in the
Railway Budget Speech that the movement of
coal has bee, remarkably improving this year.
He has also given some statistics about tlhe
number of wagons. But, Sir, the news that we
hear is actually very disheartening. I would like
to kno,, whether the Govern-. ment is willing to
reconcile both these statements. I want to know
the actual position. On the 18th February,
Deputy Minister for Railways Mr. Buta Sing'h,
while replying to a Question in the other House,
stated that so far 258 trains have been cancelled
out of which the largest number of 124 trains
hav, been cancelled in the Southern Railway. I
want to know whe, *H these trains are going to
b, restored. I would also like to know tloe
quantum of loss of revenue to the Railways
zone-wise on account of the cancellation of
trains since last May strike.
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Sir, I want to know th, mechanism which
controls the supply of coal from coalmines to
Railways and whether there is any co-
ordination between the Ministry of Energy
and th, Railways to control tthis situation. The
death of the former Railway Minister, Shri L.
N. Mishra, alone is not a mystery. The
shortages arising frequently ana intensely
during and after the stewardship of Mr. L. N.
Mishra is aiso a mystery in itself. I want to
know what is the hitch and difficulty involved
in switching ove, to diesel operation of
effective passenger and goods traffic. Is it the
shortage of diesel or diesel locomotives that is
coming in the way of such a move?

Then, Sir, the shortage of coal, the shortage
of diesel, the shortage of diesel locomotives
and the shortage of power if combined
together will lead us to the conclusion that the
Railways should run fop only two months in a
year and the Railway Minister should be ther,
only for 15 days. How are We going to solve
this problem, a man-made problem, which
speaks of the highest inefficiency of the
Railway Administration and reflects the
biggest corruption in the operational field in
the history of this country?

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI: Sir, the
hon. Member is rather confusing the two
issues. The steel plants are using the coking
coal and the Railways ar, using the stea,, coal.
Different varieties of coal are being used by
different industries and different unitr The
movement of coal to steel plants takes plac,
directly from the mines, i.e. from mines to the
washeries and from washeries tc; Uhe plants.
So far as that movement is concerned, there is
no difficulty for moving th, coal to steel
plants.

With regard to our requirements he has said
that it is a figment of my imagination and God
knows what other adjectives he has used. I am
giving the s that as against the coal loading
of about 7500 wagons daily a few months
before the Rail-

1913 R.S.—6

[21 FEB. 1975 ]

to a matter of urgent 162
public importance

way, are loading more than 8500 wagons;
now in January we are even loading 8912
wagons daily. So far as this stea,, coal, loco
coal ig concerned, I have earlier stated that
our requirement ig 1850 wagons per day. It
would enable us to run full contingent of
trains. This much we are doing and I have
also mentioned that from 1st March we shah,
start restoration of al the trains. If the loading
position remains as it is, we shall not only b,
able to restore traing but we shall also be able
to build up an inventory in the Railways.

SHRI G. LAKSHMANA'N (Tamil Nadu);
There is cancellation of 50 per cent of trains
in south alone of the total trains cancelled in
the whole of India. It is a matter of neglect of
the south by the Railway Administration.
They have cancelled 120 trains in the south.

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI: It is
because of the long haulage of coal, because
it hag to go by ship or by land route. So, long
time is taken. But long distance trains were
maintained throughout.

SHRI SANAT KUMAR RAHA (West
Bengal): Sir_ th, Calling Attention relates to
"the reported cancellation of a large number
of trains due to acute shortage of coal stocks
with the Railways". The Calling Attention
related to the shortage of coal stocks and not
to the shortage of coal. I have been confused
by the reply of the Minister. The Minister in
his reply has stated that due to actual shortage
of coal cancellation of trains wag there and
due to coordination between the Railways and
the Energy Department restoration of railways
has been expedited. I do not understand the
actual reply. So, my specific questions are the
following.

I want to know from the Minister, if there
is increase in the coal production why there is
shortage of coal with the Railways. I it the
shortage of stocks or the shortage of coal?
That is the first question.
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e Secondly, I would like to know
whetlher prior notice oi cancellation of
trains was given to the public.

Thirdly, what is the total number of
trains cancelled zone-wise? Now that the
coal position has eased and you will be
able to restore the trains which are left to
be restored my question is: whether the
lack of coordination between these two
departments was to a certain degree
responsible for cancellation or not. Now
you have said that the coordination is
better and that the cancelled trains will be
restored but the question comes from that
reply whether due to lack of coordination
so far, all this cancelation was done.

The fourth question is whether the
shortage of stock of coal was created due
to underloading and pilferages. I know it,
I have asked questions in this House and
it was replied by the Minister that in my
district, at Khag-raghat station a parallel
depot was going on illegally with the
connivance of the railway people. This is
not a single instance. Our Thon. Member
Harsh Deo Malaviy, has also stated that
in the Hazaribagh District area such
pilferages are taking place and illegal coal
depots have been started. The Minister
will come up with a reply that they have
investigated the matter and it has been
stopped but my question is: Is it not high
time to stop such things which are taking
place with the connivance of the Railway
Department on a very large scale? If that
is so, have the Railways gone into this
matter and enquired into it? If this thing
goes on then there will always be
shortage of stock with the Railways.

I also want to know from the eco-
nomics point of view: What is the
rationale of the use of coal by trains? Has
there been any rationale, scientific basis
for use of coal by trains? Sir, the Five-
Year Plan obligation is there for
Railways. I cannot
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understand the reply of the Railway -
Minister has given to such a Calling
Attention. The question is whether the
shortage of stocks of coal was really
responsible for cancellation of these trains
whereas the reply has been attributed to the
shortage of coal. Sir, this confusion shauld
be removed by the Minister.

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI: Sir,
some of the points raised by the hon'ble
Member have already been replied but
the confusion has been created by the
statement and I would like to clear it. As
to the question whether there has been
sufficient increase in the production of
coal, the production of steam coal in
1973 did not keep pace with the
requirement at the time. So there was
first shortage of steam coal. Then what
hap. pened is, as | have already stated,
the Railways had to see that the industry
did not stop. So they reduced their own
inventories and cancelled a large number
of trains first because they wanted to
give...

SHRI SANAT KUMAR RAHA:
Why i, 19732

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI: I am
coming to that.  In 1973 May we had
locomen strike, in 1973 December we
had another strike, in 1974 May yet
another strike. So a large number of
trains had to be  cancelled for some
period.  Consequently, our inventories
went down because we had to feed the
industry also. As the hon'ble Members
know, prior notice is always given
then trains are cancelled. The total
number of trains cancelled in 1974
was more than one thousand, out of
which to. day the position is that there
are only 243 pairs of trains cancelled.
He wanted to  know th,  information
zone-wise. I have already given the
break-up. We are restoring the services
of trains from the 1st of March.



