15 Ref. to serious famine

need for making additional investment to

retain percentage holding or else face |

dilution of bis present 25% holding, Tola
Ram Jalart is opposing and doing all these
things to delay or drop this expansion
programme . . ."

Request \our attention to this matter of argent
public importance to secure immediate
assurance of (i) Department of Com-pan\
Affairs that Tola Ram Jalan group will not be
allowed to increase holding or acquire control
in  management which vest in State
Government. Secondly, Ministry of Finance
should ensure that public financial
institutions n ill not part with their share in
this mill and will vote with the State Gov-
ernment and will also speed up financial
assistance to the mills. Thirdly, the Ministry of
Industrial Development will not countenance
attempts to delay this expansion pro-jjinime
which will quickly relieve paper shortage in
this country.

1 request that the concerned Ministries will
take effective steps to see that the paper mills
management is not passed on to Tola Ram
Jalan and that the expansion programme is
speeded up.
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REFERENCE TO SCARCITY Of MUS-
TARD OIL IN EVSTERN INDIA AS\
RESULT Ol CLOSURE OF OIL MILLS.

SHRI I. D. SINHA (Uilnii): Mr. Chair-
nian. Sir, with your permission | seek to draw
the attention of the House to very serious
scarcity ol mustard oil in the whole of the
Eastern India, comprising the States of
Bihar, West Bengal, Assam, Orissa. Tri-pura.
Maniptir, etc Sir. according to a statement
issued by "dr. J. R. Jindal. Piesi-dentof
Delhi State Oil Millers Association, mills
have closed down in Delhi and Uttai Pradesh
and as a result of the closure of
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these mills, 400 tonnes of mustard oil pro-
duction per day is being affected and during
the last one month that these mills have
remained closed, there has been a loss of
production of more than one lakh tonnes and
about 15,000 to 10,000 workers are out of
employment. Now the question is why have
the mills closed down. Sir, with your
permission, | will read out a statement of Mr.
Jindal:
i
"Mr. jrndal. President ol the Association
told Reporters todav thar there was no
Intentional contamination “of mustard oil
with argemone. The argemone plant wild
with mustard plant and wait inadvertently
mixed with mustard seeds dining harvesting.
Even one seed of argemone in one lakh
mustard seeds showed positive and the oil
was considered as adlInteialcd. Argemone
seeds are similar to mustard seeds in shape,
size and colour and cannot be separated if
the rwo are mixed up. Fear of prosecution
had forced 47 oil mills in U.P. and 15 in
Delhi to close down for a month now. The
15 Delhi mills alone produced 100 tons of
mustard oil every dav. Ninety per cent of the
oil was exported to Bihar, Bengal and
Orissa.

Mr. Jindal has urged the Union Health
Minister to lock into the problems of the oil
millers personally. He has warned that the
oil millers may he forced to take to new
trades resulting in unemployment for almost
4.000 workers in Delhi alone. The
'mfrtiinetit's larget for oil production
would not be fulfilled "

Sir, | want only to point out that this argument
of Mi. Jindal is totally false because it is tine
that argemone plant grows wildly with
mustard plant hut the plants ceded out by the
growers. They are not allowed to remain with
the mustard. Secondly, they have thorns. So
they cannot he harvested together otherwise
the har-gei his hands pi ic ked with thorns. So
if is not Inn vested. It is a case of adulte-
taiioti from outside and now the oil mill-on
nets want to black-mail the Government in
order to remote the restriction on adulteration
and contamination of mustard oil and,
therefore, they fiave closed down their mills.



