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STATEMENT BY MINISTER RE. AG-
REEMENT ON DELIMITATION OF
CONTINENTAL SHELF BOUNDARY
BETWEEN INDIA AND INDONESIA

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRIMATI
PURABI MUKHOPADHYAY): The Ex-
ternal Affairs Mimister to make a statement.

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS (SARDAR SWARAN SINGH):
Madam Vice-Chairman, an Agreement on
the delimitation of the continental shelf
boundary between India and Indonecsia was
signed at Jakarta on the 8th August, 1974,
in course of my visit there in connection
with the fifth annual meeting of the
Foreign Ministers of the iwo countries.

A draft of the Agreement had been ibi-
tialled in Delhi on the Tth  Febzuary.
1974, at the end of the talks between the
Delegations of experts and officials of the
two countries.

The Agreement will come into  force
upon the exchange of Instruments of Rati-
fication which will take' place in  Dethi
shortly,

The Agreement constitutes an important
landmark m relations between India and

Indonesia who have an unbroken history of |

peace and friendship from time immemo-
rial. It characterises furthermore the ear-
nest desire and resolve of the two coun-
tries not merely to avoid any possible dis-
. putes in the futurc at sea but to extend
the area of cooperation between them.

*, The boundary so far delineated extends
for 48 nautical miles, joining four points
which are equidistant from the oulermost
island belonging to either country, and
constitutes the true median line. The dis-
tance betwcen Great Nicobar (Indid) and
Sumatra (Indonesia) is approximately 90
nautical miles. :

With the signing of the Agreement with
Indonesia each side can now proceed with
its plans for developing the seabed resour-
ces on its side of the boundary line M
has also been agreed that where any geo-
logical structure or field of ndtural gas,
petroleum ot other mineral stretches ac-
ross the boundary line. the two sides shall
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exchange information and reach agreement
on exploitation and equitable sharing, of
benetits accruing from it.

This Agreement will contribute towards
bringing India and Indonesia still closer to-
gether and towards the maintenance and
promotion ol the traditional ties of ‘amity.
friendship and cooperation between the
two countries.

With your permusison, Sir, 1 lay a copy
of the Agreeinent on the Table of the
House. A copy of the map which forms
an annexure to the Agreement has also
been placed in the Library.
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NEW WHEAT PROCUREMENT
POLICY OF THE GOYERNMENT—
contd.

SHRI N. R. CHOUDHURY (Assam):
Madam Vice-Chairman, today this debate
has been initiated by Mr. Bhairop Singh
Shekhawat and many Members have al-
ready taken part in this discussion.
Madam. first of all, T would like to say
that this point need be clarified by the
Government as to why the policy of
monopoly procurement of wheat was scrap-
ped because this policy was adopted by
the Governmen} in order to fulfil their
commitment to the people. Right from the
Bombay Session of the Congress the
ruling party in this country is committed
to the people to provide the people with
food at a reasonable price. This policy
accepted by the Congress was ratified by
the party in later stages also. Madam,
when the Government took over mono-
poly procurement of wheat there were
some Dpolitical parties who raised a hue
and cry against the take-over both inside
and outside Parliament, The trading class
also did not welcome this decision of the
Government and naturally they also tried
to foil the efforts of the Government to
procure wheat Mr. Shekhawat’s party
normally does not take any consistent
stand on national issues. But 1 am glad to
find that on this particular issue they have
got a certain amount of  consistency.



537 Discussion re, new
While initiating the discussion Mr. Shekha-
wat said that the Government was not
justified in taking over the wholesale
trade; he was glad that this Government
changed its attitude. And now, he criticises
the Government again for not being able
to procure a large quantity of wheat. Also
he supgests that the Government should
not go back on taking over monopoly pro-
curement of wheat again. That was also
his suggestion and thus, he is serving quite
efficiently the people whom he represents
here in Parliament. And I am glad to find
consistency in him.

In my view, the food procurement po-
licy should be a package programme, for
production, procurement and distribution.
Takeover of wholesale trade in wheat fail-
ed to achieve its goal last year becausc
the Government had no control over pro-
duction and also because of non-coopera-.
tion from the traders backed by their
friends in the administration and in poli-
tics both in the Central Legislature and in
the State Legislutures also. Some political
parties worked openly against the Gov-
ernment’s efforts at procurement of wheat
Jast year. It was these politicians and the
men in the Ministry of Agriculture who
created such an atmosphere under which
the Government submitted to their pies-
sure to scrap the policy of monopoly pro-
curement, and the result is the present-day
crisis.

Mr. Shekhawat and also some other
friends on that side referred to the Gov-
ernment’s failure to procure a reasonable
quantity of wheat this time. They criticis-
ed the Government for its failnre. Tast
year also they were very much vocal in
the House as to why not much procure-
ment was there. When wholesale trade in
wheat was taken over last year, 43.5 lakh
tonnes were procured. As compared to
such a procurement, this year it is 17.5
lakh tonnes. And it is these politicians who,
with the help of the men in the trade. in
the administration, in the Ministry of Agri-
culture who are there to serve the inte-
rests of the traders, the black-marketeers,
the profiteers and the hoarders, pressurised
the Government. They are in the Ministry
and their friends are inside and outside
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Parliament. Somehow they pressurised the
Government to scrap this monopoly pro-
curement policy. There was the idea that
the traders would cooperate with the Gov-
ernment and that there would be a Iot of
procurement. And good procurement will
be therc. Here .lies the mystery n this
country like ows. When and where has
this wrading class co-operated with the
administration when the latter wanted that
there should not be any profiteering and
hoarding? In this country unfortunately
the trading class do not mean honest busi-
ness. Honest way is not known to them.
So it is foolish on the part of anybody
vwho 'believes that this trading class would
co-operate with the Government for the
success of its procurement policy. Now we
have no stocks. We cannot face the situa-
tton. Now the Government says—the Food
Minister said tlic other day in the other
House—that the traders have failed to
fulfil their premise. It was foolish on the
part of the Government to believe these
traders that they would ever fulfil their
promise. So the result is natural. Madam,
I do not like to take a lot of the House'’s
time, I would say a few words for a
successful procurement policy.

During this dcbate it appears that a
section of Press and opposition are again
trying to create an atmosphere where
they do not go back to monopoly pro-
curement policy. Here I would like to
warn the Government not to enter into
the trap of these profiteers, black-
marketeers and hoarders. They have their
men in the Ministry itself. They have their
men both in this House and outside the
House also. I wuin the Government against
these people against those people who are
here both in the Government and outside to
serve the interest of this trading com-
munity and not the interest of the people.
Government should take note of it. People
should be supplied with adequate quan-
tity of food at reasonable prices in all
parts of the country. The Government
should take the entire responsibility of
supplying food to the people. people
should not be thrown to the entire mercy
of some profiteers, hoarders and \blgck-
marketeers. So, Madam, with these few
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words, 1 would like to make certain sug-
gestions. The Government should review
its present policy and immediatefy they
should again take over the wholesale trade
not only in wheat but in all foodgrains.
Monopoly procurement must be adopted
by the Government and not by any pri-
vate trader.

Then, Madam, this procurement policy
should be linked to production, I mean
linking the supplies of inputs 1o procure-
ment. Land revenue should be recovered
in kind instead of in cash. The Govern-
ment should take up the responsibility of
supplying adequate quantity of food-
grains at reasonable prices to the con-
sumers in the country. For that purpose
a buffer stock of foodgrains should be
created for emergencies like flood and
drought. Efforts should be made to change
the cropping pattern in the flood-prone
areas. A rational import policy should be
evolved for meeting food shortages and
also for the purpose of creating a buffer
stock. Thank you.

=t S fag (I waw) ¢ mfusswan
HEieaT, gAgIR § off 43 fog aamay of
FT yaTE 37 ARATE fF SRR o
¥ o 73 59 937 ¥ 917 fane g% s
g fraq amu g UF AT L | AEIAVH
57 919 @ &Y, g SuT F F37 a0 B A,
faedy 7 g qrga fear, et 7 a8 F8F war
ﬁFH‘(WEﬁT‘T§ﬁFﬁﬁT T G| |
ATE FOUFTS &1, AE KTo To A AR
g oY fF o & 92 A9dF g, 918 A0S
Y Aad Fem F9 T QI OE, 9 AT 0F
& wa §, TIT IF A U uFAq o7 fw
FHTT & W7 1g ¥ NfT 57 Iwm 7
EARATFAG LG |

W qrFT q O WTATT WS & fFozw
Hfife N waEaar & 7 oF am &

faefy e Ny &Y e fft o s

[RAJYA BABHA]

N

wheat procurement policy 240

F FIT IV AT AFA & | HRE G FAEE
foretardt &7 @ame oAy §, @i 9w 0w
faam & Fwe arhy faward a8 s
T FFAT & | W ag A wawa gl g,
AHTHIE @Y 8, d1 78 R Hfawe #
famardy § fv sualy aorg § ofw fawmr Y
ag {fq e @ & wwfrwr 9 atemre
FTE F AT 2T & G187 F1 SEAH
Z g1 q9v | wfassar AT, W AN &
w=x oF Aifa agf afes ga<i Afqai
qEFT WP 1 FTL A7 oAy Afay £

L wTeer frady avg § AW 9 @, a9

72, fox ot aXare & w7 o fv 7 W
A T MY A ANAG 7 FF qg TR
oo g M ! g A g dw |
TETL #Y 2@ aE § Afeni faww @
sl A FRl 9T WYEIT Ay T O EAT
TTAT ) § WU WIEAW § GYFR G FEAT
JEar § & v E F7 g o G qwgR
U S T wAERr vl R uE
g gdeA F AW | I Hefl 97 |
o aa | fear ar 1 s 3 gare Ffw wedy
qTF 9% F AN GF IA 47T & WA G
FATET ATTI AL &Y 70 9 37 37 8
A 3 AW & FRR SR HE gG § 743
Sl

ST AEIRAT, § UF A AT ¥ A9
9% TET AT | SR 1981 & I F Hiwe
fad & fF gardy srandt 97 @97 q% 7404
70 FUT qF AT A | I8 FLHIC ST
IS AT FAGT FY TeelT a9 § T0HT §,
AT AZ 70 FES TAAT FTHATH & Ty ?
TS ALHT G Hee | AT ATt 5 w7
YERT T Z | u4F GTH Huey Afaqt 5
FVOU F77 106 fafenm o woar & dar
FT gRAr FIRE ZHRT 1981 dF 116

: | faferas = o £Y srqvEwAr SR 1 2@
wf T & 1 7 g wrAaT g § o |

TG § A AT AT A A O B2
HE | STAET TH 2 WY QA | qH T AT
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gar g R 1 99rT ¥ 9E AT ET g

FT IW GAY GAIL 39 H FH(A T, FAT | N GIAR 6. 86 TAT AG1 2 AGT AE AT

3T ART TR 30 § FEF N F graed
" g0 U9 SENT | S A9 ard F1 {9
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HIFTT T AT FY FUEAT FA &
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"TE FT T FF F /A FY AR AL | A
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e o & FILE | U g AT
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W ATHTT A 76 TAT FFved g & Wi
 fraffa fed #R g@E AT 105 w90

“foaeeer fauifea fed | & sk wream &
g FET TEAT O g § 41 7 790 5w\
AE 3T ¢ 6 g @i & Tw agt fad
g 1 AfeT & o & fraea Fe Jmear §
& T FTUR T qT FT weRrS aan F
THOF a9 % FIL §I9H A1 (a1 #TA
e gy ?

3 o wiFwe § fF 72-73 A W} 75
74 § SAGEH T Fwa At 947 | W
T 65-66 F1 I TAT A &< IAqd g a1
TAqEE FY F4AT 72-73 W 152,61
g 3FET 97 9E) HIT 98 232, 65 TEE
73-74 A NE, TAfRE qTET I 126. 31
qEe ¥ 9% wT 170, 17 TET g1 T,
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274 THZ GITE | TR 29 G A9 FT aG0
FE AT W SR A dT ZAIEY Y
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TS FT FIHG TF I F H+EL 100 I<-
&z g7 TE AT FHIE T I19 AGL FET 1 AL
qTE 99T F HiHS § | g § AF qga
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frran free 99 & 4 qfe FAGER
Froowr T ¢ 7 AT FAT gAT FraT @ A
F dgrETT A FH gE 7 w9 fw A ge
= F Gamare 8 2 TR N
FIIW FAT 2 7 A TAA FAT G0 Y
g% feam & ary s @ A% | A
¥z AL AF aa § 1% FFam aga ara-
TR T E, FAE & aw @gT e g,
TATL EFT ANET ATG 5 T 7 G 97T
aifgd + fremr & 23 &, fram &
T A, wF fAw o #1 ogw & §
fad gy 9T AE Q9 g, fEw a9
FY AT HAAT 2 1 GAHT FTO07 4T 7
# 7g} wgar v wav 939 @t 7 Gram
T E ; TEX g, AfET qwr 7g fafem
wa & & oY 997 357 a9 § 3947 a7 A
FILH AT AGT AT & AT Fordy & ERi

ot wfw g fe 0 st FAE T
A § o ¥ g fFaw & o /8t
&7

=t SR g 0 ag qEE w7 ae
T ArEd T adar @ fenfra 2
9 aF g9 uF fafaaw sa< ghafas argg
fram & fodr a7 %€ 30 49 37 vsarw
I gAY % (T 1 sAafed @ g
HIX fFam A T Ienae T g |

FaET &Y A%, W AW fedr 15-20
qTAT T G2 Tl T 3G 1 TH 9 TR
# = 74 ERiT & Fire g A frarat
FY FAT AGT T 419 &1 F1 3, forgrar &7
TR G T a7 TG FT | g oz Arferedy
T R GHE | gAAT A% arAq
HIA DA @ | AT 9ZF AT & A
T T L AT 1T F TeAT  Hamr 2,
TER WO § TEL  SAET WL gWL &

FEd A A AR 50§ 55 qF

P . . -
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g a§ 24 ATA ST AT HMAT | TET 9€
FT 62—-67 F 19 gL AT § 50 &G 29
gYaET | qEY I & EH AT TeAT WA
@ AR ag W & Y R e & A
# g Sew-geifanee 91 Iifgd | § #g
@ O & T A A A a3 | T Jw
TAfeq gl 3 a9 9% GerEre g are
T 3 R fra w7 | 7 fr i
¥ agr 9w @ BFAT w@r ) |
gai F1 o 37 & 78 279 g 1 fasre
[ I F fawedt 03 w8, oo
fz1 ¥ & fon Wty 34 snfeg o
ATEA AT QIHTT A T A4Y | B
TdY T AfFF fFaT B Fw0T G FA
F fa fawelt wE0 &Y w2 Ag A e
Efesr TS F1 ITAT F¥ SATET ATTFAT
A &, FW A FH 6-7 THI &, AlFA
qeEFe q 7 feur ? gw v qey o 9@y
& o, a5 fag off fasreft 7t ot | 359w
st & <df & At fawrett 48 fielt | o
Fot faeft ot 1 foow al & P U &y
a1 g2 & frd g AR 99 a7 fa wm
F ATAT 97 A qF I FTH g1 Frar a7 |

#F 9 AR @ A AT FgAT AEAT 3
frNaaE i A ¥R AdaTgu g
71T for *1 7g faFwd ATem & | T T
T 3% FT FaT & o e A et &
frdaga s fam g AsafTam#
T@A AEN AT ATEAT AP 1967 R I
IT TITH TFo dTo o FHT LT ITHY
a1 99§ 72 Ta e T A1 A o
FTAT A ATHT AFXT 8579 & T I
forrrr 67 41 o AT gAR AT wE FAw
TN AR 70 & fada foFan | 57 arene
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(RAJYA SABHA]

wheat procurement policy 244

Y39 F F I | SR st w1 afaEr
% foar v fF oo g9 a9d § 99 WA
FITEL A ST FT 150TGF % AT |
79§37 FT AT, TF TET & 9T A%, T

| A gAL AR | S R nfuw E, gk

FAT BT AT A A | F S vgar g fE
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A FT G A F 9 24T & A IT TG
g & fod q1ar @ W qoAy STo FY
ot #1 fdar & @digar s, araEt % et
FT TR FAT AR T R IR
AT AR FTAAT 7 v IrHST SqTaT
T4 & | & aga fedardr § sgar "rgar g fr
fram #1 e At dn & amfead
st ag & fuwer aqi & afqead frgra &y
Ga1AT Y I AT F | g T A
ST & &9 AT F1 | A a7 gw feranT
fram & 79 9T 3 F1 39 AT AT FT
AT FRT A | A AT Fgar glwaa &
TE & wATET GEnETT g R #
I o faame &y St Fwa qT wizens-
T IAT G | 7 BFaET g1 O g
9 & FieaT A AT @ g e &
aTg off g @ | gfvn & S+ g
T E . WA Adi g g am A
I FT AT AT AT | T (FAM@T F
o 7€} &9, SH & 7L IS4 a7 I qHG
gl 2, ferwa 7€ &, Y 99 7 Gavare agAdr
a1 T | WY FT I FiEAISTT F Froq
9 ZAT ATEA | T ATT 3] &7 § F3701T
T[T AEE F A AT S HieATIIC &,
fawreft § 3t w=er €197 € | 7€y UF Tl
Tq 390 F T FT 1 THT aqF §F R
qaraTe T FHRATR AR IAF a7 WA
wa & A AT | IHF AT TZT AT 1
arefT 92T 2 | AlHA FHEW A F F7 I
FT FRE HTH FISFAT, I T AGAT FTifw
sw fa e | 57 weRt & arg &



oy

248 Discussian res new

A S & FgAr AT g 7 ag qaa 0w
Ayad § & | 3@ 9 qEfAn & FA%
35 F gifax \ ag 7 @ifsd fr ag a9
AN ST T Far & AT aATET a7 S
Far g fagNa w2 | @ & @ o
T HTS TEN W qHaEd W @ G
FTZH T AR L HIT T & §99 A F
o {ifa a=a arfs sma 3= 3w =
H | TH IW FT T4T WA ATAT IS |
AT GF AT W areil AT 579 FT 97
7 55 o o 7 59 AWt Arw w7 fam
W Wl F Aty | Ay S F wrww F@r
gfF ux =m s Y Aifq o faaifa
w3 t% 5w ® fewma &1 o 9o @1 wi)
FIIAT FT AT | H TF AT FEAT W T
fFamearMfa AT aa & FT $97 8
AR feeT TfF FT g ATIHT W FL@T 8
3% 78 £ % o S 9 v € )
T AT N A Y dr=r g fF g w1 A
ATAT ST T AAZE & 39 H1 o e faar
ST wifed | & g AEar g fF oA
B &1 80 TIH | AT TeeAT (9T § 9% Fgl
| T g+ w9 A & IW AEEL
fFg & WA QT BIg 37 91_d € |
AT SY o1 Ad & I9 FT WG | I3
g W FIIATATGT & WA &V IF A ;TH-
& Fp W g | gafad § ow ar feTam
& STYAT FTAT g § B Wt st g\
qoer § & AAF GX A AL qF LS
F AeE F1 FAmHC A, TR AR
IW FI AW JET UTHT & F919 |

st wedt fag (Ttear) @ S-weTeAs
WEIEAT, 39 §SA W g A1 Far G ¢ %
gAY T #7 Aifg &1 gl Afy & w7 H
fera sto At SR R gorTa T #T 8
A&l FATAT ST
9TAT g, TOT AT I AT 95 9 4
T IAT T BT F AT AT Ta9F e
F1 SITH, ATt @Y T&) F qg AT AT
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fF g &1 omare fAs gt & A6
BIST ST A 48 Awia gard fadefy 3=
FT HIT & 987 357 & SOF € FHF 7
I R T &I FI@ T QAT FT
gy fEa | ag ara faass ady
2 & St ey T ACHRT QT foRay o ot
qg HT AT AT | JAF!1 AT gH  I@AT
g | WIS F &7 Aa gH @A A1
Af av fawre 3@ & av gx wafaws wy
AFZ HIH TG FIAT AT 1 gH WA
33 & g ) Garar< A€ Tgr 794 |

ot qRAMTAY (IAL II;) ¢ AFETA
FT AT AT, FIAT FT FIT AT 7

st 7ot fog @ SATIEO Sy, g4
;@ g ! g AF W AT A
Ferad Ay |t frwra widl § TgAT & 98 4
qrar 2 ISl Y g9 3@, 97 ATET g
grEIe AT § A% g1 9%d & | AR
N TF 78 & & sy 7 fRem w7 Arwor
fFar AT Sa9EET w1 oAv e
mra T fF @I A a8 A
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BIST AT | FPET TG & G FT 4TI
AL 7 210 & {7 7 S| 3 9F ge !
oF A1 98 fF F9 qEdE 799 &
Y forg wofQ & St g saFt watfaa
F & 9T I Atfe 7 fqware g av 4,
TH A9 FT TBAT AEC | AR AG FgA A
Tt % T3 ¢ 5 faw g weied
® % | gAq fAmEme o SeT -
FOT | fqears T84T & AT 78y Fror o7 o
forerF: 107 g9 TR 96 Agl gu b

[The Vice-Chairman (Shri
Chandra Mathur) in the Chair.]

Jagdish

uw 41a (At & & AW gon b
frar #1 Moo 927 FR § fwadt Avg

AT & A 3T ATEY, | T/ &W TS FT &alT

-



24% Discussion re, new

[+t Aeefy ]
TATAT ATER §, G SH THATA FT G4T FATHT
FATAT AT & AT TAHT 7 AATR FT T
AT AR & ! AT gH AES & %
39 0 gL UF TIFHT T o+ 9 w2 gn
wared & fF gavar fFan wars dar w3
g d g7 fafeam =0 & sgamg w347 grm
fiF w7 IF TF qUET 1T A IART TG
qTAw AT fF ag WA T e & AW
HATS GaT g | 39S fAT gW uw usiT
war Aifq @At a9t SR 399 w7 A
F1 97 4 | AT ARE HTAT & S &
qU-a1y 9§ AT IS AL =18 @IE T,
. grAT g, fawet g1, 9w g1, SEsr o
Teu Hift gn a7 T T MR AT F 9
% gH U Hed Afq FAAd qg
feara &1 w1 S Tfgn, Suwr fwaer
TATET 3T AET &1 Ig A9 FLH, qLA AN
a9 FTh ST A1 A 99 g% DTS
AEY GNT AT qF IW H @A AT q6T
g gt afan § FEar =ear g
5T ot ZHA QTATe T 39797 59T g9 A
faar, 39 a1 g9 TR 4, UK G
F @ Afq aF 91 2w 7 &7 3gd w8y
qe | &) g9 91t F1 g9 & 913 3T F
qTHA A1 &Y adrE & | A1 a1 TTHT 50 AT
F1 @A ATATX H BIGFT ag W TF 719718y
| Y I T R/ AT A0 A (6T sHawy
gAT T ITF! T IFC T | T
ag TUHT THA T4T &1 TFhaT a1 qLHTT 7
T FET GO FF Fae g 7 & AT
78\ Fifer AF 7 AT AR A | faav A
S, =T WL O F FIHG ITG SATET
T ot 7 g foE fFem Fg g R oo A
AT S TAFT K0T THE FH gl AT Y A7 |
ar fafmg &1 | sxtdy &1 /v foa
. g 1 oA ], q@E A F F9H FOS
AT FAR | TAMAC FF F FE qEy
NfF aTAT TET § a1 g8 S=Ar gnn
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qW 99 qiferdr w1 A4 WA & oY gl
MfAHT GraeT 1 AT 7ad g §
d WX 3qF qra-arg AT, @re, 7T
FIST AR St AT W fearr w7 =iy
a8 AT § 79T A A &, g7 ¥ < g
ATF A1 & HEAT FAT FIIT )
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T1fet afew TaT-zaT A a1 FF F
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AR FET & fF Qg AT
g & 9971 I7fgr 394 g4 I &7 I@
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ALHTL AR 2 741 2 | 0 FEAT R4 § (%
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& fr gardy Afy g 8Y 41 oreta 7@ a1q
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T ETE R X I@d ® gA A fgwa
FT ATfgn 1+ EW SeuTad FgTAT ATfET
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T AgrE & Fg, WS wiE FFEEt #1
g 3T AgY £ | &/ 99 fad & wrar g s
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ax 79 frara & q| IHET 2 98 BT
foram 3\ ®&S arg {57 7€ a7 foam war
f% @12 Qe UFT aF F1 AHA qrar GwarT
BieT fFaTT & | gAF WRAqE § q99 9gd
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Az afwa s fx frarT &1 &8t T8f |

AT TIT qGHAH, FI-HTGLfed § ;T
T AT T G9vAq qtafqa § | a6 A
T A IFEH & AR FET IT AL HEAL
qgR | gl I FEE @ A 99 g
H AT T H AT A1 ZwE AT AT
T o ais uFS aran oter frarT g o
R 97 et & AT o7 a7 dgAd |
FATT T F FFILZT A0\ & FFAT ARAT §
fi ot z@ wRgfsen arfedt & F19 ady
qq ATAT Z | gW fgeAd & @ G8Ar
w1 g f& wfax &/ &1 s sEr
frams @gar @gd g, frw # arr Wiz
FCT WEA F 7

i gEAEe FT AT AT | gHA
Zar faQd & a1 ST FAT § F o+ &7
TCHRTAFT g1, 7 &Y a1 781 § @ &, AAqar
T O° ®AT @ &, SaTedt § A9G 41
FLEE | A Fgar § 5 oo agdy Madi 7
THIITT GATL 1T | 1 a1 39 397 &1 q§
TR T g 1 iy ® g ’ A A
BT 37 & TAF WAAT A I FT AT Gl
g asdr | 3afae sta ag feafy gamd AmaT
& 1 gUIL ATAT A WIAT 3 gW A I F
fra a8® & oqAT arfear & g7 %7 787
FIAT ATMGT | ATAATT AT ST ey
TFHE & 13 § J@a gu 997 fF uh
madT a5er 7 g & ammfon o
50 9TaE A AT ;Y A grer F97
31 HE F7 @14 ax &7 AL | A AT
g oAt d gzag feafq Gay 77 & o
FAY T AT TATT TGL R/ LT HTOAT AT
Tq FTLO F SATAT T IH VIF TET |
aq gaa f&AAT |/ ®g0 (F qaw arar ww
AHRT  FIAC H AT | YTET A
qrE q3 AT AR arieai & faan #18 q6y
faq (Rl & aTeT HATS ATET fAFET )
TAT [T TE 72 {247 {5 Frmma 20 fgeee
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& STET ALY TT AFAT A AT TT FHA |
U {657 Ig%7 940 71 9maw faar | @@
F2r § 5 ag wa-fafafes o= §
TG gAHT T feafy a2 T F7A7 =7fgy )
TS ST T sfaF:1dr 7 9T 7wy frame
Ao aadagd &, A sF #1 fgq o=
&1 W7 garfaw ag 20 fza § sarar
g &Y T ghar | S 927 fRgT & fras
T STHIA SATZT £ JC 7Z SITET Mg @A
g a1 I Faelt G &1 AwAT Hifw g
I T8 miusdy § foar g\t 0
§a T ST Brey fand gran & faes are
13T &Y TF a1 ¥ THHT TATI B AT |
qE AATA ATA AT E | A FgT g 2 %
g a3 feamar #1 q@@m T@ iar |
zqd B framEt 1 aFwa gar 2, gEd
J9 AT AT AT & | W AT FFW 5 W
o1 &1 Aifd g SEs § A waw
7 fRees THATHT F1 3T FET AT )
ST a3 fram g, o frae g 38 § et
qE T § | § g g °4r FAT §
T FFTAT Y F7T | AT 97 § F197
a3 fF 20 S0 § UF HTIHY UF ST FEM
T IAFT g 44T qAE KT AT EA,
THETT FT 94T 8% T | "I Y A
AU &, foa® a A1 e Ty 2,
IARY T QFOE A M TgH I
T=H[ T T f77 A1 98 T FT GLHIL
AVATT F5 IF AT =IET | I AT
ZAT FET | I T TAT qF FT AN
ar fev feara & g o Afsr 1 F
77 F6E AT AT § oA A
T4t & 1 AfFT w1 F1E BT TEY FIT &
Frifafoaafaig A +w § 1 @ =
WIZAT TF GFIT HAT, FAT TREATH] FT
AATITT 1 qFATZ | A9 THAT 15-15
TFT FAIT F AT § WIT FTH G FT G
FTRE | IR ATH T7AAL D AW GZATH
2R & | & g 9% FgAT wrg g g
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[+t 7t fag]

# qrg faaa W e w2 ag e
foFaT 7 AT 9T 1T F fean @ | 9 e
freft g A 7& for &1 Af W
AT F T FAT & ¢ T AT F
T AT AU & A FCAT ATEAT 2 | o7 g7
few A7y & TPRITTRE 3, 9 UF agd a7
gara & | & 7 FEAT AT § R @R
A 7= & AR 7 fFem & fao St
#iW =1fge, So% v vs wF=T A
T L WY ETRAl ®1 A 8 geryy
FNfF T qaT F1 w1 afaq 4gf 7
FEATE | AT A F HTAS | G 21 AT
AR GIEER G EUIR R RG e A E e
FFY FT AT AT AT A FE T F
A9EEE 7 AfeAw & A A 7B 19w |
# 7 FEAT e § T A9 T 4w W
FE wgag TG Y 7 wisa= &1 favy
fer 2 1 S @1 & e gwra e
FT=d g1 A1 TAhT frwrs FT a1 0% JaaT
wWrIAfFemi W g | afe
sy § ag T@v fFar ot d= A
qR TF @ @I WY gTEe gn o1&
T[T L F1 g7FaTg a1 § fF 3aa
T FUe qiefiae Rl F OIS
F foar 21 AR RE T ATl ®1 qgHEE
&7 7 o oY fopar | it 1 g faean
& =rfgn | Y avg § armd e a6
Y & F@T & |

- ga% qrg-ary fefgsama a1 draama 3 |
foRETT FY ST AN SR § IFET g6 W
aa] g A4 fad qmr @ 1 IEeT gEd
HiF agA W fAedr § o gwid el
forg ST & 9T FTIfed FT AT AT
2 & g = £ fF Fmader |
fopererr ST A fpaT AT R 7 WA e
¥ 30 ¥O¢ 91T 997 FF ™ F | W
forafe STeq T AE qgAT § HIT T&A 7 A7

[RAJYA SABHA]
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qY #T1 Tg1 3q § AT 1 Ag1 T J1SAT H7
©IE AT § 0 99wt & fefegqgma
fremazgr o g At o § fr =R g
1 fefegagom g1, =2 = 1 fefegaaem
&Y, ST AR §q¥ g519 & I fad ag
US &% T A1 2 3% € ag e faw
AT & 1 & TorT =vear § gt fefewe
qoATE AR & ATAAE  FPATaLfaq 7
FiAg e 2 7 go faal Fogiav
fadrar ot & garT 1« f5% frar &
97 9 T T § AT ACTF GO |
ag ft F1= 7 Fgar g 5 oo aqswmT
T & FwenafEd gETadr o agl
Fma g 7 gt | oA o vl sy
& 3 T AT AR FIAIAE | ATA
g Far war fr feomw & qra 20 fadza
§ SATET HATF TEY AT ATMEH, q9. &
TET ® FATT AL TE AT L | WL H A
HIT TATT FT GIST agd qa79 F7F g1 9T
A F A0A FT AT ITF FIAT E GO
afz o ag fEft samr =Egd € v
o frar Y d@ @A @, a7 W@
21 A1 39+ fad qrav o =fgd | zafaa
T AF FATA AT aaragiter 9@y g
A9 IF qg THEAT & A1 &1 Al § | FaA
A FE G FIW AL, AT | gHTX 3T
F HF & GELAT FT AATANE A TA-
AT ST AR AT dATo To wgwy S
AgTFTEERT § 1 A a1 aue-
HT T AT FAT AT | WIS gHIL AW A
75 dfwefts § fd @ Frar o9 3
HIT 39 9L T TS F1A AGl FC W@
g1 zafax FFgTT ARAE R ER OF
aqragrfes AfF oAy =ifed  owrer
Fgar § fF g udtsaaw fafaees
WEIET M gEIW i AL AW g 7
Fraforas Frog & & #41 qaAr =4gA 8 !
=TT TAFT FA T FATET 28— FFaTT

gad 9 § IERT R AT HEY wew | @rar 441 Fem SEA Ao gEe sanEr
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mpferrd 3 | e wE AT AT FOCH
9 g9 39 a<g | fa=anT #4 ar fafesg
®F @ fawmrT ST oT AHA SATET INNET
2, waw savar afawreg w5vAr g, a8 feam
W & w9 AT 7 G FT AEY 82T § HIT
T AN g2y | Afwa gandr Ay smaefen
g1 =g foma wreor g 3w A Semmad
a2 ; ATq &1 ara gwre faaver &1 qdewT
wRr 21, afser fsfezeqom 1 fa=zw awgA
9 W IAF 39 qgHIQ FER & 81,
fast &7 &1 ®ag gaw faaar arfgg 7+
W AGAT Grawa g3l A 7 FTHara gl
e

SHR1 BABUBHAI M. CHINAI (Mabha-
rashtra): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir. at the
very outset, [ cannot help pointing out
that wheat procurement and distribution
policy of the Government of 1India has
been marked by a ‘stop-go’ attitude both
in respect of Governmental as well as
private trade effort. Almost overnight a
decision was taken at the A.LC.C. Ses-
sion held in Bombay in December 1969
that Government should take over the
procurement and distribution of wheat
through State Agencies. I am aware that
even earlier the ruling party was wedded
to this ideology. My point is that the de-
cision was arrived at without adequate
home work. It is one thing to formulate
resolutions and another to implement them.
A political party can more easily indulge
in the past time of drawing up resolution
than for any Government to trapslate the
resolutions into effective action.

To start with then, Government policy,
as [ said earlier, was extremely tentative
at the operational level. Our Prime M\in-
ister Shrimati Indira Gandhi took a hard
decision to modify this policy so that the
objectives of procuring enough wheat fer
public distribution system and take crre
of the vulnerable sections of the popula-
tion are served fully through procure-
ment efforts on the part both of State
Agencies and private trade. However, any-
one who was following the developments
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readily recognised that quite a few State
Governments either did not understand
intent behind the new policy or were un-"~
willing to make it a success, for reasons
of their own, In fact the policy to the
exlent it was implemented was confined
to two more states—Punjab and Haryana.
The home State of the Prime Minister
has hardly contributed to the public dis-
tribution system.

While saying this 1 should like to add
that the trade organisations overpttched
the claim to procure wheat. 1 can under-
stand governmental machinery making
wrong estimates about the wheat crop
and the procurement possibilities but it
is extraordinary thit the (rade shouild
have made such a grievous error. Possi-
blv, the trader thought it politics to exag-
gerate its capabilities so that it might be
acceptable 1o the authorities on the one
hand and also persuade the farmer to
part with their stocks on the other, once
a psychology of plenty was created. The
farmer in India is no less a businessman
than a trader. He was quick enough to
assess the situation and sit on the stocks
for larger gains. According to one esti~
mate even today 30 to 40 per cent of
marketable surplus is yet to come into
the market. This is one side of the pic-
ture.

What is the other? Procurement last
year by this time was about 4.3 million
tonnes and this year the total wmarket
atrivals have aggrepated to 3.2 million
tonnes. This is not at all a bad perform-
ance. There is agreement practically on
all hands that wheat crop will be smaller
as compared to last year by atleast 2 mil-
lion tonnes. When the crop is smaller, the
marketable surplus does not decline pro-
portionately. Since the farmer himself
keeps the same amount of stocks for his

personal use, the fall in the market
arrivals is much larger.
There is another point to be kept in

mind. It is that the production of coarse
grain this year has been fairly satisfac-
tory. With the removal of inter-State res-
trictions in the movement of these grains,
their prices in deficit areas have been kept
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[Shri Babubbai M. Chinai]

at reasonable levels. It is not merely the
question of price level but also of avail-
ability. The consumers, therefore, retreat-

ed back to their staple diet, namely,
coarse grains. This has eased the pres-
sure on the public distribution system

so far as wheat is concerned.

Another faclor to be noted is that thss
time a good bit of wheat has been pur-
chased directly by the consumers and the
roller flour mills. This facility was not
available last year. In fact, as a result of
this, as hon. Shri C. Subiamaniam him-
self has admitted, the availability this
year is ‘befter’.. This has also reduced the
burden on the public distribution system,

Therefore, the policy at work has nei-
ther fully succeeded, nor can it be said
that it has wholly failed- There are both
negative and positive features. 1 would
strongly urge upon the Government not
to take panicky action and drastically
revise the policy at this juncture. The cur-
rent policy should be given a longer
lease of life. so that all the implications
become evident and both authorities and
public know what is what. In this con-
nection. I wish to suggest to hon. Shri
C. Subramaniam, who has already shown
his dynamism in a short-while after be-
ing entrusted with the portfolio of food,
to impress upon the State Governments
to pull their weight in making Govern-
ment’s policy a success. What is hearten-
ing, more than anything else, is that the
Prime Minister in taking direct interest
in the problem. She has gone around the
country and T know that her visits have
spurred not a few Chief Ministers to put
their own administrative machinery in
order.

Before I close, 1 wish to sound a note
of caution: International exports have
already hoisted distress signal on  the
food front. It will be unrealistic to ig-
nore this distress signal and to expect
that temporary scarcities can be made

[RAJYA SABHA)

good by imports because the availability
of world itself may sharply decline, If |
we are to be self-reliant then it is in the !
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field of agriculture that we must first

concentrate. As our late Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru often used to say
“first things must come first”., Heace nei-
ther the Government, nor political part-
ies, nor different economic groups should
confuse the issue by putting forth the ar-
gument that unless many things are done
simultaneously, even the highest priority
project cannot be operable. While this
argument is valid (o some extent, the
greatest danger Is that our energies may
get dissipated; the focus of attention
blurred and the overall result is not ade-
quate. Food is a matter with which we
cannot play about with slogans and fa-
shions. The issue is immense. It is not less
than that of reasonably feeding our grow-
ing population.

Thank you.

st sndrm e (Few w39r) : 3q-AwT-
T WETEH, Ao FY Al a7 fHeare & |y
AT IAEH  FN-HAT TEAHT T FTH
A 1 P 1 F g 7 dEA g g
€T H B qA A1 & qraed § (3T w9
T P FEM 1 AWEET S S F
S, " w7 fagm & fagra 1 am
¥ | o= w1 Nfa & qaes § o ge-
FIATT AT TR EFRTAA AT ST =The |
T T &6 a1 1 T 7wy oo w5z
q 7 19 wfma gw 9l 67 wfama
FIH % A F 9w 2 7 agders suw
A TF 0T & F9 2 A I 1w
19 sfwa T It wfw ¥ 1w a@
frmm geqreT FR AT F AR ol qF

WY AT T 9T R AT G 99T R )
6 P.M,

A §H 9T ST FT AT A0 =12
FART FT AT VT, SqfwT 39 FHAT 77
T = A1 95 F-—wet &Y dfgum A
af@fad v ®—fF 2 a3 =xger
FOAt a9y fy afvare Ay Ny F A
TR SUTT WA AE v aFaT $AEy
TG qF | AR W F «fO A, AT
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qfrq & Q. § ARG THREAT B
stfea &Y, for AWt & a9-a8 % § THIE
FT a1 aTA BT g4 IAFT AT(AD AATAT
q2r | qF qIrar faddl, a9 o9 #7
FIT AE U, AT TATH F WEEAU A
fasifar avx g, a9 guik @ W #T
AT ENT WX a9 W A we Afq &
T F1E sed favg 98 @ | fad
#T @ @ T @, ardy, faars, fawdr
T AFEH W HET & wqEr St s fanar
FId ¢ a8 48 & 7 fywa 27 q&i |
WY gH ST & SIaq A &1 STHE &
Hqifers A § TADA @ 29 a9 F A
WEHTT HAT AL a5 A F AT
P |l §F Heq HE, A He [0 qFed &
A FX ST G Ao faRar &
qrFF T FEr § A1 gmg wesw g,
&fqam @t urst #1 ufzafaa 53F wsy
T F1 areA oy S wwar § SHE
o & fre | 3 sy F%AT =mgar g
T FIFAATET S GTAT FT AL
FEY fpar w7 1 98 foT g A7 5 A
ST £ BT AT ZAT o A7 gfem
FAAT UF TG GHAT | GAT ITa6 T ATH &AL
F1 BA §, TAA 3D ALATAL FT A
FEET &, A SIh g T | ET
fixty ®T TIEAT 99 &, WIS W FAS
IAFT BT AR & GEIR UF @1 @ g6
g1 3 & 7w AT g, 9 §F 9% qHEAr
FRI & | UgA ara qvag g R ma s &
AT TIA F STEA S | G99 TET A1af7FHaqT
=F AT 1 &7 STAT AR & S AR AT
Tl S &, I ST 9T 957, qgwd
WX g3-45 ARN 4 Fewy FT @M & AT
ATFTAT T & AT & ATH G FeoAl
foraT AT & I T AUSATL FAT /T AL
ST T GAT I FT GAL FT AT | TF
ST AT 10——15 AT AW FT IAT2T |
S FUST AT SHIA G @i &

7 4—L/S21RSS—10
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TedT 9T g2 & I RIS EW F v A7 F
HTETH F GraTA IATET FIA § AET
mfF aw F7 LA FF /B 1 A1 TF av
oA, TIT & Tad aa F1 frw, qa
T JAT FT 5T FL F1 QAT FY JR7ATC &Y
a3t atew oex fng qan e & @ra Y
nfard T 9% T 1 A W 40 H
FUTTR AR FT TG FW T 9Q15,
forarg Y wd 7t @M, o To, HTo
To & T G @A, AT FF-AALL
FT g9 ft IAH WA g aHT Al 98
A 9T IH 97 T AEEVE aA GFA 2 |

TS STt w37 FEeqr AT %1 T §
3T &1 aTq § § 99 qqgHT AL §, AHT
# fadew #7 3 & 72 aragtes a8 &
TMAAT | AT qT FIT AT Er & IqH
Fgd gu a3 f&FaTA, BT frar, a1 foar
SR | FAIL Q@ AT WA EY & Ay
FRAT | 9 F@ER 59 3T F e §
39 qaw! Afard a9 ggFTd afwfy 1
AT AT A | FF AT HAT B
sifw, dfaam & Stew wfqarg w7 Sifaw
& ®aa SET FEE #1 wEEfTs @
et St @TwETT A 971 A Fw fewn
AT &7 T | A5 @, 94,
FATET, FEqT  FIST, JAQfT  FEFIA
afafa # g wEq qeq 9= feardt A
ITTE FAC FT gH L THRIL FT AATT T |

g 99 # faTifagt &1 awen w3
W F+T T qUT GIg AT g0 § o |
# F3T A 1 27 A4 7 W E , A faaga
F1 AT g @Y, I W FE @E
oar 7 g1 fo gheoom, wea g3w =i 90,
T A1 3 930 ¥ T AT qE AR [T
HIT WEIAE AFTS, BIF FAGAT 6 | 78
99 Ag0 N | TW & WA TU9 N
qITed FXA AG TG & fF AT W3 A
W qa # AN T g Ay § gy
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[+ SrETEr SE]
HIT gATL T FT @F AAFT H@T T AR
EHTX g & TR g Fia rd 71 faagT
T T G0 FE AT AR GHATT HAT
gHAT FL | agd WTH AT g | ST T
T AT HGT GA | AT AT FAT06
I ST FT S AN & 59 F7 A
g e g R gk T fade &1 A
GATAT A& &, QU1 FT FS THTAT AET 2 |
T & TF AF WENT § 1 GAT A
F1 faa awdt § | = fggeama fy Star
FI QA 8T fAa qHdAT § A1 g9 a0 | -
feom %1 grerg fam o fam frer | @aa oe
SATATT % THIGTHTOT § FIH qAT 1T T3
& AT T GAT T FITATT FT AT FAS FT
UF AW § AT TSI HIT Sq ATeAT &1 F
SAAT & TFC FAAT AGAT E | I AT
I FY AN FAAT FAEAT§ | AT FEL
& 3 %1 afafaat fratfa 71 oF g
# gnr fF @9 A% g9 Tadar el & |
T ATH G 9T3d TEAa g1 AT qGH14 A At
ag Fg f&F g7 F1 TI1 ST WA =ML,
g9 WY FT 29 a¥ § A+t 9T 39 A
RN AAH A gA T3 39 5 a8
ZAAT-ZAAT AN EH AT FWT | 3H
A= § g1 wwar § i aXET R arer
g, S9 & gW agied F4 | S gl
T § ST B EW &, AfHT Oy AT |
TG AT T & I F1 a9 | AT gAT
wrfeT | U W A MR Fz § 6 orgr 7 o
F SYIATL & GHTSHHLT H7 a1 Fg W@ §
Fat A2 fewm F I Ay o g 1
I AT & IE AT AT FT 41T F
T QY fFAT ST WFAT | 9 W A
T & gaAfug FET @ | T H AR
FrrarT & gt ar fFey HT ada /g1 I &
A EE g9 T/ & A9 g § A &
fafrwa #7 =aEqT g qH | SEH WA
IE F} AT 1Al F9-a8 mEfd WK

[RAJYA SABHA]
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HEZAT FANT HIT A & ST &, Frergr
F T E, ST FT T FHET T | 37T
SHAT ®T AT FATAT 2 d1 3@ )
U AT Q1T TAAT IS0 | 77 sqTare
F FEHAA IR UF aET A T AT 2
AfFT F1T F FAT &N TA F AT
7 3 &7 &7 9t | §THEIT 7 AT AF w7
AT AT 219 | foa &t 59 =< at w3
&9 F ATTAT § g2 § amran faﬁrg#
F, AT & A¥ TS T4 & W T JFL
S % § UWTT & Zraq qaT F7 27 | a7
4§ wear § 5 ag feafy o & 7 dap
&1 FAMF 4 STTWT AT G A1 FTAT &Y 727 |

A F § OF a1 AR T 74T E
TEF T FATT 2 | A OF I FEA-
a5 gax ol g afgw F a7 araTiET
feqeam 4, a8 oF 3w & J@v &, =R
fergr & 5 foramm afvsedt a2 2 s & awm
qe a1 W F1 AR AgT F A vy
1T FATS FEHT AT F ST 7T & AT
SH F I8 § UATHT FT g AT IATET
g1 a1 AT qER § AT A € i
TEATHT KT AT H AT AT & 977 2 )
AZT I AT FY GAT ILE | qEFd |
G A1 FT qITT AT ST @ & W) S
INH FEATT § AT F 98 78 6T @
& W fEem 1 S 94 &1 @dad &
T AT FFAT & T I AT ST Y qew
DIy A 9T O | $ ar
g gt et # amma wr @ &
qr = &1 WA 7 3 faa A w1k
THFTES faWTT wEAT § a7 99 &7 T
FT FTH AMGTT & 9§ 3 347 =7fan fog
F qra giyarwas Zafeat € Ak ww uw
AT A oS S gd fhmeh o
a1 S &1 qE A AT oA 0w 1 g
TR S A WT AT WA A g
A | AfRT 9 T TEHU & a9 o
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TAT FATS & a1 AT AW & a7 fasare
FT @ & 59 aGg &1 gaia A& fFar g
q9 T I 2W @ qEEY FA TGN A
Y T &, T HFAT B A FTF A E
fr @y it oo Afa fratfa F3-—e-
Fre AT ST HewwRrenT i, W 7ew-
FAT AT & UF dF T AT q AR
gt dar wrgaT § 5 sprer Ay feafa AR
AN T AEL AT WIS |

o ST A | S Afear & fFAR
#1 S &, 9 A7 qefat §, Jor F4F
Y qrt g9 2 JgT achTa @dl D ARS
g ST FE 1 AfEEt & fHAre AT
qefei & feare UF $5 {7 THIA S&7 arT
TEY s, faer @A & T @ N | A1)
9T g0 WG AW, T8 TAT G, ATy
FIE T AF | TT THI AR AqA A
A & Gz &7 ST G A | At @
fFATR YT T F GSfET 9T FUST THT
T af gL | THH qchTer Gt T |
HFe F & 30 [ @I & | OF HAET
qT AT 3 #T THT FT-IAT 93T 73
7g wAfAd &, FAI & | FEEAT S
FIH g&q g aed g, d =mear g 5 fes
T4 a9 F1 ALE FOL GIFT, (LHA AT
zq AIfA 1 AT T AT gH I KT HIFIL
& STETOT AT HIL A ATA 4T AT 390 & AT
g of1 A | W& FAAT a1 e AT 8

SHRI SALIL KUMAR GANGULI
(West Bengal): Sir, the Agricultural Pri-
ces Commission proposed that the pro-
curement prices of wheat should be Rs.
20 more per quintal than last year’s pre-
vailing price. But due to pressure and de-
mand put forward by rich farmers and
big traders, to which the Chief Ministers
of Haryana and Punjab also lent their
support, the price was fixed at Rs. 105
per quintal Now. Sir, this price is much
more than what the Agricultural Prices

Commission suggested. The wholeszlers
were permitted to operate in the n.arket

74—L,'821R~8—11
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on the understanding that will procure
50 per cent. for the Government and the
balance will be sold in the open market.
Now how far this commitment has been
fulfilled is anybody’s guess. The general
behef is that this commitment has not
been fulfilled. The Government fixed
the price at Rs. 125 per quintal which is
much more than the procurement price.
There 1s a large gap between the pro-
curement price and the issue price. Be-
cause the issue price is so high, the ordina\'y
price 1n the market is much higher. There is
no reason why the issue price should be
that high leaving such a big margin. As a
result the prices are going up. The open
market prices of these essential rereals
being so high, the prices of other food-
grains are going higher day by day escalat-
ing the inflationary pressure.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE:
What should have been the price of wheat
according to you?

SHRI SALIL KUMAR GANGULI: It
should be what the Agricultural Prices
Commission suggested, namely Rs. 20
higher over the last year’s price, cr, say,
somewhere near Rs. 90. Sir, I am coming
directly to the point because there has
been so much discussion already. There is
so much lacuna about the procurement
price. Now the question is why procure-
ment price is benefiting only the rich far-
mers? It is because they have got surplus
and the power to hold back. So it is they
who are benefiting at the expense of the
people-—rural people who cannot produce
enough wheat and the urban poor who
have to buy from the ration shop. The
Government have deliberately not fixed
any limits on the stock which a farmer
can hold at a time. The reason is very
obvious because most of the gentlemen be-
longing to the Congress Party and their
leaders are big farmers themselves and...

SHRI RANBIR SINGH
Every State has fixed that
statement is wrong.

(Haryana):
limit. Your

SHRI SALN.
What is wrong?

KUMAR  GANGULT:
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SHRI RANBIR SINGH: Every State |

has fixed how much a farmer can keep
with him.

DR. K. MATHEW KURIAN (Kerala):
That is only in paper.

SHRI RANBIR SINGH: It is 15
quintals in U.P. including seed require-
ment.

SHRI SALIL KUMAR GANGULI:
How much is it in Haryana?

SHRI RANBIR SINGH:
tical State. It is 25 quintals.

SHRI SALIL KUMAR GANGULI:

It is a prac-

How many people are honouring that
order?
SHRI RANBIR SINGH' Everyone.

Otherwise, he will be piosecuted.

DR. K. MATHEW KURIAN: Is it true
that all the big landlords belonging to the
Congress Party in Haryana are exempted
from the levy?

SHRI RANBIR SINGH:
false.

DR. K. MATHEW KURIAN:
fact.

SHR1 RANBIR SINGH: A white lie.

SHRI SALIL KUMAR GANGULI:
The expression “white lie” is not quite
parliamentary, I suppose. There are other
ways of expressing the view of the hon.
Member without infringing the chastity of
parliamentary language.

Absolutely

It is a

DR. K. MATHEW KURIAN: What
about Surendra Pal Singh? He did not pay
the levy. He is a Minister in the Govern-
ment.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
DISH PRASAD MATHUR): Let
speak.

JAG-
him
SHRI RAINARAIN: g%z q 7 firg

Y AR WA § )

What about the Prime Minister?

SHRI SALIL KUMAR GANGULI:
They are above the law,
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sit Tty fag : g3z are fag o1 fafre
g gfamm T i &1

DR. K. MATHEW KURIAN: T can
give a number of instances where Congress
people . . .

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI JAG-
DISH PRASAD MATHUR): Do not in-
{errupt him, Dr. Kurian. Your party mem-
ber is speaking.

SHRI SALIL KUMAR GANGULI:
No, he is supporting me. Everybody
knows that there is no law for the Con-
gress Ministers. So far as Congress Minis-
ters and their immediate supporters are
concerned, no levy order is implemented,
nothing is implemented. We read in the
papers to-day—there was a discussion in
the Lok Sabha to-day—what the Congress-
men did in Bulsara with 80 women and
1600 boys with lots of Nirodh and bottles
of liquor, how they were troubling on the
wayside . . .

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI JAG-
DISH PRASAD MATHUR): Please speak
on the wheat policy.

SHR! SALIL KUMAR GANGULI:
The less said about Congressmen
honouring the law, the better for the
member concerned. (Interruptions). Now,
Sir, as a result of this procurement policy,
wheat is being sold openly in Delhi and
other places at Rs. 250 per quintal, or
more. Because there is no provision or pro-
cess for quality control, the wheat that
the Government procures is of the worst
quality and people have to eat it, purchas-
ing it at the exorbitant price of Rs. 125.
The result of the present policy is that
profiteering is going on, hoarding is going
on, scarcity is going on and starvations are
going on. There are, reports from various
States, flashed in all newspapers, that peo-
ple are committing suicide with their entire
family or are attempting to do so because of
want of food. In any case, the present
policy is the natural outcome of the policy
followed by the Congress Government for
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so many years. It is an absolutely pro-
landlord, pro-profiteer policy. And one
cannot expect any Dbetter policy from
them. I would suggest that the present
policy be replaced by a policy of total
take-over of wholesale trade in wheat and
compulsory procurement of the market-
able surplus produced by such landlords
only who own more than 10 acres of wet
land. Sir, the hon. Minister will kindly
help the House by stating the figures.
But I am quite certain from my experience
in some States that these are the people,
the owners of more than 10 acres of wet
land, these are the people who produce
a very large percentage, if not more
than 50 per cent. of the total foodgrain
produce in India. They are quite afluent
people. Their marketable surplus may be
taken over at a price suggested by the
Agricultural Prices Commission or the
minimum economic price which might be
settled between various political parties
and economists sitting together so that
a minimum issue of one rupee per kg.
can be assured to the consumer. I do not
wish to take more time, Sir. It is already
late 1 conclude with these words.

st Aaw feate (SO wdw) @ SwEwT-
7 Y, o1 A F FL QU q QU Ay
feafa a1 T=fie ok famamsas €
AfFT Ru A T @ E 7 owi A
70—75 HESY AW G FTFH FG &
HIT ST TTo FLo To HFAT 7 F77 5
HEEE 7 a1 98 & i #fw gumw 2w A
g oY g W AW AT FAGT B QI AT
T ¥ o1 @ § WX IawT gy faqoor T8
FOE § | § aaAary. & oo a9 § agew-
IO 57 EAR G 4g & R @ dww o
IeqTa 1T § IAHT FFE a%g ¥ TR-
7z ot s AR e avg & 99 el
F o foFar s 1 77 o & & i arae
aara 7 g #, aradg gt e
Fust W dRE  F, ameE R
f& g Ffcarsd  #1 @A e,
S I U i -G B Coed
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fy 7, fex otz foed @ are
F UEHST F I[WT T @ war
T fF gaR gwTET # auER firEe
#TE & | @ 1971-72 W AT IcUTEH
108 fafags e ar av & 1972-73 &
95 fafams =7 w mar | zEHT gAY
aVE & | T89 § NFIHE 9T AT E |
# 9 T ¥ FTEF Ag! AT 5 A7 Uy
HrArE e afa €Y, ag ga-
farg=ft =7 o < ot | TEHT A TG AT |
Ffy wifet & a9 gura S qfe
Wz § Juu ag faar & f& o afsasw
e &, 9 stfeg ot NFaRAT T
QAT AT 3% Afafed afsqs AR grgae
(E8d) AR FIT & ARNTT UG
gorrra 2Nt fiv a5 105 %o & frarew
9 ARG HIT IR 50 T FH
a3 1 7 wws fd wa § fF fage
I GIE 42 TG 27 FATT B FAN T
TR & Faid R g9 aT 918
70 9@ =7 AT N fFwar ww @ o
gq aTq it W grfad w7 &Y Frferer €7 08
¢ 7 afF fred am@ o AT
TFARHE 9T, FAfaq NG EE SaET gaT |
e fred niws 39 T AT O T §
fr ag ara @ mifsw A & &1 o=
et A AANE TEERgE Jg) 97 99
ATl ¥ FEl SATET FHEHT gETE | #
o ag Fgm agar g f& Aifa £ o
g1 I IR QAATHREET FF G g
& o frx wforreatr dar geft §

lo STo To FEAT ST § WAL
FAA FT AT FE ) A A @A & (o
s fear s fergn ® =8 5 ww
gATL 397 | 1% SAMIIR §, THHT G
TGTFA EY TE &1 WIS AT §OITEA,
wg FEAM §, UHo o FgA™@ &,

fafaee? qgTa &, T F9=T 959
] g, fars agam™ 8, TSI a9 )
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[+t qa= fwaniT]

AT GIH) qEAT FEFL ZHA AW F
NI TF §9d TeRrafea 91 # faar §
aqT AT g f6 gR zAE €A 1w
TF T T HX FACRIIT= qufiedy
2\ STo HEAT FY qaT FMIT, & TRT G
AT FIRAZ gAT ar A7 qho o
qro ¥ FIE IEqFIX TAT g1 a1 v @&
Hyera € UF 1@ T4 9 9 Ja7 fg &
Iy TS QAT g wT F AT WY
afEy, <ro go sfto FT Y TWR ] A8
STSTMATL FT FT9 TIT AFT & | T AT
7q 3T WA qA7 sAcfwfag< geiad
F AFL AT ATE gH  HEAAIS WIATGIAT
NAAEE & FTAATET gTHa a3 &, ag T8t
FTAFT B | AT HTTHT HIATGTT -
THZ FIAT § T AT 55 FAT F4GT FT
7T 9 3 feaard a9 q@dft 2 &Y
ANGNA TrEHE FE AT TEY
T |

oot =t Tt fag 7 w71 &% v g
Hed & 3g % B a0w fram & fag
T faem 1 FE wfr @ ? wgR § av
U Y §HT § T e gar § afea
ARG AT A {77 7o o1 s e
1 AR Fg 7T AT AE R TR A0S e
a7 ZEHeE TXRAE Gl gvdT & Iger
meerigt Wi & SuFy arfagr o &) ok
STHET HIEHT, STTaT &7 399 JT ALY &
5 st T SETEE @, fraas
THATHT §l, FOAIT FAAATIAAT &Y |
FAqT UF AT AT g——Iu e fau
g 19T ® FW AT WELAT G
arfgd | g T9We & J@d v aw g B
Tg Aot 1 & Aifa w1 Teg g
T FATY IT FH FT U F7 & T |
# 3W aT B AGH FIAT §, AqA0IT
aga 7 A Fqr, f ded 3 e wfre-
W DU TG FAT | THHY 9w T I
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FAT FTHCHE §, FGITU T qAT 94T & Tg
Ffaedz ar o gfearaq oo w &7
50 TG T TATST TA7E FT -7 3GHT
AT FX FATT & 75 ag ST FiAeHe @,
frg e qqmW fF 50 TWET IR IAT
a7 | 3HF AT A7 & R uE ale & waw
PATT Ieg i ST T fRATAT 50 TC&ve 9T
FLEHT FT AT 9T | 98 Ig A g! faar | at
g FATT FEl TT P ATAT S SR AN
FT QI | a1 LT TAHE FY FWAY g
F 1% W Niwme fFm oo w0
T W G &1 Iger  fgemr g
fam, gL F W o AAT G 17
ara &4, foras smnfee oY &, forad s
ft qarrer §, Iai fawigaT o § @
ferae 3 7 #4017 fah ag Fg
FEar § 5 et oF qaw F1 wgEee
FF A (gl A foee &%, @t faud
faes oTo A€t & awdt § | G/ FrS gARAT
T8 & 3 F ATY, ITHT HATIAX FA Y
ferer srarfere X4 % a3 ST ATTHT AN
NAT FrRTHE § FaT a8 aTFs 9aF g
2 ? adwm fefaa #1 Jud ga 4G A9 @
4 T 918 AT &1 Y SAH qH FE
gt Al faamt gar | a8 19 @l & fF sea
T¢1 | gATR @, faees Wi, S aft
TFT TF T, JIHT AFG G F g
F 90 To F AWM 105 To FINF
I FT & | 38 9T FNT TG g
AR TR TF 9 F G WK AW
ggT 3w #) feow d@ @ 9ReE d
qEq F WG OF g A 72 TERE
741, gAEeT wWed W Ag A A
1973 F 1974 @F 53 qE< TGV, HAeT
# 39 TWEvE T HIR Yo THo THoFATo
T TFTH AN 89 RAT A TS | A Al
75 TEt a1 @I g 5§ fewws F @
g (Time bell rings) sfrm, ooft av 5
frse  adi gq
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SrawTers (Sl IO WEAR) ¢ | Fag A s ARar g s § 1917
8 faqe & g | q wifa gt ft | A9 SERT 57 9 g

&1 7o femie : @ odr FO A
QT &1 TE, AT HIH] G &1 A% & |

S AFEET mE  (ITWRA)
2199 & A9 W g |

=t Aq e : 57w 9 @ feFFa g
WITLF EFATIF AFS H@ g @<
Tgaqz &, afygeaT Aty #, 7 wiwe
fagrag €1 o 1T § T 99g 9 I9F
TR FICAGT TS GRAT & | T HTIwqTHAT
Tq AT FY § fF AT HIHS HUAT ST I
faasa @&l g1 1 80 19, 98 S Afuwa-
X TTRH FHIAT &, THET Hwq faeifg
FTA FT TAFT FIT L 7 ¥ TE F1AT W@
g a1 ag 105%0 FTITR 1T 105 o
W FT F WT § BleaEw 39 & 9%
FAT AT ITHE F39 & {6 105 To faas
qR g ATawT faa strg 7 gwfan gaes
a1 gEfaq afrsaws grgq sHEar——aar
TE SEN Fe@EX & & Ad-—am &g
Y FIfaer g1 STHR AT, AL AT AT,
1T TG BATIT (FGA A IqF AT AT
q31 fag Sme ar syTeT T & |

AEdy ar ag fF o9 1972 7 aF
frar fe gw o fafaas v g9 @d=T
Fo THo To JTHATT & FAI(F q@T 95T 74T
q7T gATR U F | 1S &1 Fgr 4 fw agr
65 Mg A gAHI@OEAT g | faar g o
% 42 AN A | T HI A T ATA
GO faT, qTa AT S & ATSITH | ATTH
qrq 937 agaaE 431 ¢ % wrvEr feaar
AT HT ATqEAFAT § 7

I1FET 9TEd H1 987 fuwraa °7 7%
IaFr foamaa @Er T gw waased
S § wAN & fad g @i oAy w
gartaa arr 981 ¢ | Al d s1aeT aed

g1 IT% qT9 gAY & FEY SATET THI
g1 987 w Aefaefom mdde g, dFr-
758 Hifqm (farms) & #ix gos arg o
ST AT &/ FATF FAL AT & g @aad
VA EH AE A @0S A Ag UF Hw6r
ara gt | (Interruption) s afs ga w9
g g @03 a9 fre =g wwfaT 8 @i,
qg AN TF T a1 g5 | AV & WIT § qg FgAT
AT § fF gATd ot 3R arferdy €, ag
HAAT SETg 9¥ FfaAteT 1 o HHET
qraA ¢ fF gare AW & & A=At |7 ang
uré g% &1 fage 7 @iz 9% gd & A
JEF 100 FUT TIT FT THAH 74T a%
AT Z 1w, IEET AR o o
¥ 7 wrew foaT &9 F R G AT
g1

| FARH @ 250 FAT wAF
# TRAE g AW &

=t A fFMT © HG T TAT FFETA
g A ¢ a9 g agm & fag e
FIA & gATAT AL FAT I T T 2 7

qdr gae oF g wg w 9 f&
TATCHT | e FIE FT aofg d =Y
frFT 1 AT AT 9T F I qg HUAT
fifaai av wawa @ F @wAw g 5
ATEUIE FE Fl FAA AT T HTHT-
fa@ ar, gy Arfg avaedl # a@ T8
a7 | %T qifadl § ag arede e Ty
g W7 GT, g 19 GHA § AL AW g1
(l nlerruplion ) graE AT W F HIT T
i & A & qWISETE #1 AT BT F
ord | WY gAY AT FUFRT AT A Fgl
agd & dfwefaes gew § FeT &, O
& § 2w WA AE g, WU aer

41

qv garsy § @z afem g g "a fmw
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THY ST THTATE T HTAT & T FaT iy
g ? wuTSEIe @ 99 AEd £ NI AW
FE a5 g1 A fuw o wge &
7g fraew < 3gar § 5 qfe sawr
argee MfgT g fir S gardr Afs -
Ave F ¥ | §, 399 g¥ qATfad qadier
FTY FET | sy ST A FoUETT S A
Fg1 for afe g7 WA DT & FET
g @ g g WA & WA FIAT
2T, AT AT &Y, THET F1, AL W FE
HIET FATS &Y, FT qF FAATA FT gH TE-
FL FET RO | FTEaRIT & {99 5
ST HT FTTHRAT GV &, IAHT AT gAY
TafRr FTAT W

Discussson re, new

1 AR, w9 q1 qeed § WO

Tg S g1 I S Re fRar a1 3ad
ag Far ot & (a7 fagea v A7, Saq7
qawy Wrie, T, wieagsy, e Wi
A I (AT | AfET AAFT A ATAA
gt aTfed fF 9 AW & W S '
7ga Afu® 9 aq § | T A« AT AT
FI HAL ST T g9 Tg  HI% Feaqm §ar
Af qgary | gafaw A wEar g 5 wda-
HZ 39 qd F) qET GO F AT G |
FAR ST AGA UF WG IMF § HIT
a& greq & 5 wiwT faad ox gFwr § gt
q g qFq % (Interruption )i AT ITHI

CgrE gAr AfwT § AT S § FgAv Avgar

g fraw & gy & fagdr am a=er
g freat & fgg & fog sy @@ g,
IR FGRT FET AR | FA qEA
st gw v feafy 2 sod fewma
TTGHT AT g7 FET AfRT 1 T g@ AR F
SATST FE FEAT ATGATE /TR 7 98 7aen
Fgm fr s aF Ay oefafwegfer
FAa 58 a8 @9 w19 TraAidE TR,
afrfiraee 781 grft, dataardr & A s
LW TG HEA, T TF TG T qriatag
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F1 FTAATT A& a1 THA & | TIHT TIAT
oifafadi &z wfaa A 'q'srg ] aﬁm
ferT sy |

St sFradiT et o HiEg, TRd
ST & fgama & g2 wftwa feegeary
TiE § @ & A dEd 18 gfqua wgl
T g g | 48 S SEEere 1 arfast
g oz g Afqar § 3 18 whawa & faa
g1 27 a¥ &r @dAqr & arg oY AT AY
AT 18 Wfqwd F1 gAw T« a1 @V
717 gwmar g fF o9 98 F7 A w0
THTOT g7 F1 qFAT IHFHT FARAAT I |

ZAY ama # 7g sAAT =ngan g 5 a8
ST smaET i qea frgizor g § SaH
et & sfafafa Fm-wia § 9 fFaay
7 afafafar § sa% A7 F1 WAL AT
3T 7 AT A WHIHCALH WTEH HHIWA,
ST TA-FREIE FAU A ASH F1A qA
frateor wwar §, &M ST F@ar § @qr
9% |13 g 9ra fad <@ §, o &9 faa
@ g, fawet &% faq v §, fem aw &
feara Y avamfaar gy T § ? AT ag
AT LY § a1 W wgn g % v gy gew
frafzor smawr #7 gwsA #T AT I@ A
frarat & wlatafa & + o wfwam a8
75 framt & 78 § 1 W B2 WMT wAeAw
A & frarr § I & Sfafafa F a9ifs
STRT qar grm {5 frarT w1 wawd fRT
FIETZA § AT 9T W § | U T
72 § f oo & daran 7 w7 fawra waves
¥ FE qranT § AT Agl 7 o9dAT waw ¥
% fafea gza0 g9 9T A1 A |
FIEAA &7 qra¥ grsw Wt fafew sd
& 4T HT T@T A7 S faRra qfews 9 a8
#g F Ao w7 fom & e adad
G G T &, AR ATATH & AT =0T |
UF F3 99T 85 7 3991 g foar o9y
IEFRT IAT TG & AR 3T faren oA
FITEMT & fA0 AT F7 W& 1 WL
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HIEY T FT YS TIHTL FT FIAT AFT
fasrelt 921 % %A § a1 9 T A
FIT T I 92 qQ § 5 wyep EaAfoaew
AT FT I FTC@I F faoqefr a8l o awar
ot | WATATT | ST ATAHA FT TATH § S
Freor ag feafa orf &

el ara # ag w1 Araar g e ag
ITEF HEd & & A% TSF g gheamm,
9@, S GRW WX AL WRW | AT
fat & oo fagre § o Oy & IR &
fau gamm oo g § 1 Fa By garag
FTHIE 7 THL A1 AT § o <At a1 g
FY ATEWIFAT ¢ WIE FCANAE @F &
afus wrdY 17 9 I @ &, T F IATaT
FT 877 L TSAT § A F@m@y Fra 7

gfaw ama, fSast 8 §T § 93 1T
T1AT § 7% & % g T I0ET 59 07 I
fan ww g #ifs I 9weT W AA7
TS o F30T a1 F g 1 Afaq g1 3 |
7g wgar waa< § fr o 7 ag F1 wafam
far o f9w @3 § 100 |7 Fraw T0fgq
a7 9T FEAE ¥ 10—~-15 A7 g7 | 7
fFam Ho6! a@ T AT & | UF I A
TIF SIS T Heaq Hoff & a7 & 93¢
oferw d97 FT 378 T BFAT HiT gl
FYEF GTZ & AT 105 &I FT (407 | o577
aF I3 Gar 9 97 ag7 faawy, qft T8
frem @& dF g FT IONEA F@AT 7 |
w7 frardt & ag @1 § T Aer g w30
A I TLHENT &, 7 Ifera a2 & FHFTHHT
oM 7 g9 o gy 9§ S
TR A A F AT FH T AN, FEE
faw fy darvam # # g § 7

DR. K. MATHEW KURIAN: Sir, 1
need only one minute to ask two straight
questions and no speech-making from
my side. T would like to know whether
the hon. Minister is aware of my Partv’s
position which has been made clear and
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stated also in the memorandum submit-
ted to the Government that instead of
harassing the large number of small and
medium peasants in the pame of pro-
curement—let the entire medium and
small peasants be exempted from the
procurement—the Government  should
concentrate attention on the landlords.
That means, this family where neither
the head of the family nor any member
of the family actually cultivates the land
15 a land-lord family, and from all such
landlord families, the entire  markstable
surplus, after pre-empting enough food-

grains for expenses for seeds and for
family consumption, should be procured
through a producers levy. I want to

know from the Minister one thing. With-
out a producers levy, with a differential
emphasis on landlords, that is by exempt-
ing the poor and medium peasants, is it
possible to have success in  wholesale
trade takeover? If the answer is nega-
tive, I would like to know whether it is
not a fact that the Government accepted
the policy of wholesale takeover of
wheat trade without producers’ levy in
order to delibe:ately discredit the whole
scheme. That is my question, Sir.

SHR! ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE:
Sir. T am thankful to Sri Shekhawat and

a number of other colleagues who have
participated in this discussion. I must
say that from the beginning to the end,

whatever may be criticism and somelimes
very harsh criticism has been made and it
is my own feeling, that this debate has
been a debate of very high level and
very sincere speeches bave been made on
the floor of the House analysing the pre-
sent position of the food economy of the
country. We may differ, we may have
differences but sincere views have been
e<pressed. Therefore, I am very thank-
ful to all the Members who have parti-
cipated in this discussion. If the time
would have been little earlier, probably
there would have been many more spea-
kers. But, since a number of Members
were eager to speak, this was inevitable.

AN HON. MEMBER: We still
here.

iale

v
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SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: Sir,
Shri Banarsi Dasji made an observation
while speaking and I think Shri Jagbir
Singhji also supported that statement that
food is a national issue and we should
not try to make it a party issue. I entirely
share these views., We have party affilia-
tions, we have our own patty pro-
grammes but food is such an issue which
concerns the lives of millions and there-
fore if we can succeed in evolving a
consensus in this country to take food
problem out of party politics, 1 think it
would be a great national achievement.
Now, it was suggested that Government
should consult the opposition. Sir, you
might be aware that the Prime Minister
and my senior colleague, Shri’C. Subra-
maniam, wanted to discuss the problems
pertaining to the food economy vyesterday

,0

only. But, somehow or other—l do not
konow, I am not criticising anybody ...

DR. K. MATHEW KURIAN: Why
this late wisdom?

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE:
But some representative of some politi-
cal parties said no to it they said that
the Government must bring in some
other agenda and some other items
also for discussion as they  would
then alone participate in the dis-
cussion. I wish even if some other col-

leagues in some other parties may have very
strong feelings on other issues, it would
have been better if those issues could
have been avoided at the time of discuss-
ing the food issue and the discussion had
taken place yesterday as it would have
served a national cause. But, let us hope
that in future at least all of us will join
our heads together to find out a solution
to the very important and complex pro-
blem of this country and that is the pro-
blem of management of food economy.

Then, Sir, Shri Krishan Kant was as usual
very harsh to us. But, I know he says
these things with all sincerity. Sometimes or
rather many times he speaks off the mark
perhaps in anger or in emotion. Now, he
made a positive statement that Govern-
ment is almost out now to have conces-

[RAJYA SABHA]

wheat procurement policy 276
sional imports of foodgrains, as if the
Government of India is thinking of re-
verting back to PL-480 arrangement.

SHRI KRISHAN KANT: I was only

reading from Government papers.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: 1
do not know how you got possession of
Government papeis. At least, I have not
seen them.

DR. K. MATHEW KURIAN: Are you
going to import five million tonnes of
foodgrains?

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: Sir,
let us try to understand the issue thiead-
bare. Now, the food economy of the
world has changed so radically during this
period that nobody in the world would be
prepared to part with food. It is altogether
a difterent thing now. There were many
countries in the world a decade earlier, or
five or seven years earlier, who had sur-
pluses of food, who were restricting their
acreages of foodgrains and who wanted to
find ways and means to dispose of their
surpluses. Now there are no food sur-
pluses. Everybody is in difficulty and some
countries have food but they would like
to make maximum money out of it. In
view of the international relationship and
in view of the realities of life—I am not
prepared to say that we want friends or
friendship—, if any friendly country helps
us on a bilateral basis, on the basis of
equality, we welcome it. But, now there is
no question of the Government of India
begging, going to the doors of any coun-
try and begging for food. Sir, this is not
the position. In fact, last year we made
quite sizeable purchases but they were all
commercial purchases. This year also we
are making some purchases but they are
all commercial purchases. There is no
question of compromising national honour.

DR K. MATHEW KURIAN: You are
answering Mr. Krishan Kant’s question. Let
us know how much you are importing?

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: Why
are you interrupting? Sir, there is no gues-
tion of compromising national honour and
national prestige. Even the Soviet Union, a
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very friendly country of ours, was magnani-
mous enough, generous enough to offer us
two million tonnes of foodgrains last year
but even then it is a loan; it is not a gift;
neither is it a charity. Therefore, if we take
foodgrains from anybody, it will be on a
commercial basis and there is no question
of giving up our honour. Therefore, I would
like to dispel this impression, and [ am
thankful to Shri Krishan Kant because he
raised this point and I got this opportunity
to explain this.
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Then, Sir, a point has been made as if
import is a crime. I would entirely share
the views of the hon. House that it would
be the most ideal condition in this country
if we are not required to import foodgrains,
and I think we should strive for that. All
the opposition parties and the ruling party
should come together, discuss the problems
of the food economy and consider how food
production in this country is to be in-
creased. | know, this country has all the
potential. Very fertile fand is there and
abundant resources of water are there, and
it should be possible if we succeed in orga-
nising effort and evolving a sort of national
unity on this basis to make this country
self-sufficient. We should strive for that.
But, supposing in the meantime we import,
1 don’t think it should be considered that
something has gone absolutely wrong 1n
this country because, countries who con-
sider their national pride and attach great
importance to national pride, they also im-
port. Now, Sir, Dr. Z. A. Ahmad . . .

(Interruption by Dr. K. Mathew Kurian)

I am referring to only part of the criti-
cism. 1 am not justifying imports.

DR. K. MATHEW KURIAN: With
your permission, Sir, our criticism is not
against . . .

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI JAG-
DISH PRASAD MATHUR): No, no. Dr.
Kurian.

DR. K. MATHEW KURIAN: Mr.
Shinde is a good friend. He has permitted

Hiié,
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SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: No,
please. Then it will be impossible for me.
You can ask me afterwards,

DR. K. MATHEW KURIAN: 1t 1s not
imports as such. We are criticising vou
because you are going to import five mil-
lion tonnes at a time when you are not
ready to procure from landlords in this
country. That is our criticism.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: 1
was making an observation on this point.
For instance, Dr. Ahmad is a very know-
ledgeable friend and a valuable colleague
of ours and, perhaps, for putting up his
party line he may not concede this point.
But he must be aware that again China is
a country where maximum efforts are being
made during the last 20 years for in-
creasing their food production, and from
the information 1 have got, every year
China is entering the international mar-
ket for larger and larger imports.

DR. K. MATHEW KURIAN: But
they export to Ceylon and Vietnam.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: Thal
is all right. Why dont you allow me?
There are enough champions for defending
China. But I am not cirticising China.
These decisions are to be taken on the
basis of national requirements and there is
nothing ideologically against or in favour
of these things. But this country, for in-
stance, in 1970-71 for the first time ex-
perienced the position that it is possible
to produce in this country enough to meet
our requirements. The potential is there.
Therefore, what we will have to do is, we
will have to find out what are really the
factors which are coming i the way of in-
creasing production and find a solution
for it. For instance, Shri Joshi—he is not
here—said that even today there are
tenants and sharecroppers who are not
owning land. I personally consider that
this is a great lacuna in our implementa-
tion of land reforms.

DR. Z. A. AHMAD: No implementa-
tion!

b
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SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: At
the national level, as far as the Govern-
ment of India 1s concerned, there are
absolutely no two views on this. But in
some States we find this is not being
properly implemented. Let us try and see
how this can be done and see that this is
done.

" 1 will come a little later to some of the
production problems, but while counsider-
ing the problems of food economy we will
have to remember certain things. For in-
stance, certain friends have very strong
feelings on take-over. Now I am not op-
posed to take-over. If middlemen couid
be eliminated and directly whatever price
the Government wants to pay if it could
go to the producers, then the consumers’
interests also can be protecled, that can be
the most ideal thing but we have ultimate-
ly to see what happens in this country
When this decision was taken this country
was sharply divided on this. I am prepar-
ed to say that even in my party there
were sharp diviniors. Even Dr.  Ahmad
said that when he toured the country he
found there was no will. What does it
show? It means that the country was
sharply divided. Now I am not prepared
to say that everybody is dishonest; if we
took that view then there will be only
defeatism in the country and we will be
engulfed by pessimism. There may be a
few people who are always black sheep in
all walks of life but the point here is there
were honest differences in this country on
this decision. You may blame the ad-
ministration or say that this year was no
good year but to my mind the main point
is that the country was sharply divided
and therefore there were a number of diffi-
culties in implementing this decision.

Then, Sir, I am not prepared to say
whether procurement as a result of the
take-over was satisfactory or not satis-
factory, but 1 would hke to make one
point very clear and 1 would like 1o sub-
mit for the consideration of this august
House. My own experience shows, what-
ever coercive measures you may use the
level of procurement has a direct relation-
ship with production. If production falfs,
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if there is a setback in production pro-
curement goes down. Now take the case
of rice this year. There was no take-over
of rice; the same old system of levy pro-
curement was on but now despite a very
difficult year as far as the food economy
15 concerned we have the largest procure-
ment of rice we have ever achieved in the
past. What is the reason? It means that
there is a direct relationship between pro-
curement and production. ] have got some
figures with me. The largest procurement
in the country of wheat was in 1971-72.
The procurement of foodgrains does not
depend on one single category of »roduc-
tion; it is a total food basket. Now 1970-71
vas the best year so far as the focd
economy of the country is concerned and
the market arrivals that year—came to
3479 per cent. My hon. friend referred to
procurement of wheat. Procurement of
v heat without resorting to any coercive
mcasures was the highest in 1971-72 at 5.1
million tonnes. What was the reason? This
country had a high production of wheat
in 1971-72: it was almost 26 million ton-
res [ can go on giving figures. You will
i.-d there is a direct relationship between
pioee wiement and production. This year for
rictance there has been difficulty about wheat
rrocmement. As far as traders are con-
erned I hold no brief for them. I think
they crented a very wrong impression in
the country The expectations which they
iced wete to'ully belied. I have got a
letter here which they addressed to the
Government of India and in that they said
that “the Fedeiation expects that if the
trade is allowed to operate as suggested by
us we will be able to deliver 5 to 6 mil-
Lion tonnes of wheat to the Government.
In this connection the TFederation desires
to state that the public distribution systom
should be confined to the vulnerable sec-
tions of the society and that too in the
deficit States and such reduced responsi-
bility will cnable the Government to meet
its full commitment with 5 to 6 million
tonnes of wheat.” This means that the
traders created the impression that 5§ to 6
million tonnes of procurement would be.

possible if 50 per cent levy system is
adopted. That was the impression they
created Tn actual practice it has been
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shown that it has not come true. But again
1 will go to the first point that as I said
earlier on the question of take over the
country was sharply divided. On this there
were sharp divisions and very honest

sharp divisions. And very honest, sharp
divisions are there. We will have 1o re-
consider the entire gamut of the food

policy and ultimately, we will have to re-
consider the policy by bearing in mind
what is the basic objective. To my mind,
the basic objective in this country will be
this. We cannot give up the public distri-
bution system. We have the overall res-
ponsibility for that. We have jn our coun-
try very large urban centres developed,
like Bombay, Calcutta, Howrah, Asansol
and a number of other cities which I can
name. They have naturally to depend
upon the surplus in the rural areas. Then
there are the large vulnerable sections of
the society. Therefore, I think as far as the
objective is concerned, there can bc no
two opinions in this House whatsoever.
May be political differences may be there.
But we will have to feed a large section of
the population, the urban population and
the vulnerable sections of the society, and
we have to see that we procure that much
which will be in a position to meet the
requirements of these people. Now, it cap
be 10 million tonnes as assessed by Mr.
Krishan Kant or as somebody else sug-
gested, 20 million tonnes or 30 million
tonnes. 1 think we will have to make a
beginning to see that we do not vrocure
anything less than 10 to 12 million tonnes,
and progressively, we will have to go ahead
getting the experience as to how this has
to be done. Ours is really a very vast
country. I have some experience working
in this Ministry over a number of years.
And I would like to ask-—because Dr.
Ahmad has been very harsh to my Minis-
try—why blame the officers? Ultimately,
who frames the policy? Who formulates
it? It is our responsibility. If it fails . . .

DR. Z. A. AHMAD: 1 said, the whole
Ministry.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: It
should be our responsibility. It is my ex-
perience. As I say, there are black sheep

(14 AUG. 1974]

wheat procurement policy 282

in all walks of life including politics. If
once a policy is decided upon and if the
officers are told to implement it, my own
experience is, my own feeling is, that they
try to implement it sincerely. But the point
is that there should be the necessary con-
genial atmosphere in the country. If the
country is sharply divided, if the politicians
are sharply divided, if the society is
sharply divided, no administration, however
efficient it may be, will be in a position to
implement any policy.

Therefore, the poini that I am making
is, first of all, we shall have to be very
clear on our objective—and how it is to
be carried out. I will have to tell my
friends and share with them—ours is a vast
country. If you adopt a common method
for all the country, it is going to be very
difficult. In Punjab and Haryana where
massive surpluses are there, for .nstance
wheat, my own feeling is that monopoly
procurement will work there best, and
perhaps that will have to be given thought
to. Even West UP can come under the
same category. Now, there are very heavy
deficit pockets. There, there is bound to be
some difference between the procurement
price and the market price. Now, since in
the heavily deficit areas the market prices
tend to be higher than in other regions of
the country, how do you procure?
To my mind, producers’ levy would be the
best solution. Again, there are differences on
that because some friends criticised and
asked us, why did you coerce and force? To
my mind, sometimes, for a national cause,
even if force is to be used, it is not wrong.
We have become a little too liberal and too
soft, a society. Some element of discipline
is to be introduced in this country, not in
sections, but generally as a whole, we will
have to discipline ourselves very much in
a much belter way so that some national
objectives are met.

1 think there is some relevance here to
Vinobaji’s suggestion. Some people think
that Vinobaji has made a suggestion which
does not deserve serious consideration. The
suggestion that he has made is of profound

importance. How to implement it is a matter

“
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for detail for our consideration. For in-
stance, he has suggested that the land reve-
nue should be recovered in kind. Now, of
_course, he does not mean land revenue
technically what it is today. Actually, land
revenue is only Rs. 100 crores. But his con-
cept of land revenue is that it should be
one-sixth of the gross produce. That means,
he is indirectly suggesting the upgrading;
that means increasing the land revenue in
a graded form. Of course, we will have to
_exempt the small farmers from this increase
“in land revenve. For the bigger farmers,
“naturally it will have to be larger. Now, to
" give one more suggestion for the considera-
tion of this august House, now fertiliser,
for instance, is a very scarce material.
7 PM.

" And if such scarce mpuls are hoked up

. with procurement, I am quite sure some
U sizeable procurement could be possible.
. There should be also the package pro-

:, gramme. By ucing this package we will
“have to see thui we ate in a posiion {o
procure qutte sizeable quantities. 1 do not
think in this country it should bz diiiculi
to procure 10—I15 million tonnes 1t sincare
efforts are made and there is unamimity .n
. ‘the couniry and a congenial atmospheic
. for implementing the policy.
.. SHRI KRISHAN KANT: Dit. Minhas
b,'ﬁuggestcd food money . . .
o
SHRiI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: I I
happen to meet Dr. Minhas, T will try to
¢ understand from him. Sometimes Mem-
., bers are harsh on our public sector organi-
. -sations. I have not seen a single occasion
3 when there is no criticism; and there is
+ nothing wrong in it because, after all, it 1s
}. a public sector agency and the public ex-
chequer foots the bill of the Food Coipo-
ration of India. But I only wish that the
criticism should be based on correct assess-
ment of the problem.

Some friends asked how the Food Corpo-
ration is allowed to sell at Rs. 150 when
they procure at Rs. 105 per quintal. T do
not konw who said this but perhaps Mr.
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Shekhwat made this statement. 1 do not
know wherefrom the hon’ble Member got
this information. The Food Corporation of
India purchases at Rs. 105 and the issue
price is Rs. 125 per quintal for them. This
is a fact. I can give you authentic docu-
ments to support it . . .

it qATeEt v\ ;A | w2 fry ar
Tas e ! g v & warw faa <@
g7 A7 T W F7 A9 A9 fomr 1 &R
FgT, 105 % VT @A FT 125 To & WA
FTIQE |

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: This
I the 1ssue price to the State Governments.
I will explyin to you the mechanism. We
1ssue to the State Governments at Rs. 125.
It ncludes railway charges in every part of
the country, whether it is Nagaland, whe-
ther it 15 Assam or it is Kerala or funjab.
The transport costs are pooled together. I
have got all the statistics. If any hon’ble
Member can suggest to me that in parti-
cular item economy is possible anywhere
I have an open mind on that. But what
happzans when 1t comes to the State Gov-
ernments?  Natutally, they have to distri-
buie 1t to the retailers and fair price
shops. Naturally, they charge Rs. 5, Rs. 7
or Rs & depending upon the size of the
State and the transport cost 1nvolved.
Take, for instance, Madhya Pradesh.

it FAE T § ATAA FECAT FTEAT
2 T8 af=a=t fradl g, < arer faey off 7
TH A WAy wiswdr # faa fvqar g ?
AT G FAFAT F AT fFaw g6, 7
STt AT AgF AT AT R E L L

STRATERA (o [ s\ )
ag gaT faaa g7 or ST

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: So
the issue price at the retail level is a
different thing because in the fair' price
shops the management expenditure is also
covered. A number of parties tell me that
the trader's expenditure is less. So why
should the Food Corpoiation of ladia
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spend more? It is the general impression
that the traders carry on their trade very
efficiently with lot of economy while the
Food Corporation of India is a white
elephant which puts a lot of burden on
the public exchequer. We have had some
discussion with the tiaders about their ex-
penditure and we have got a statement
which they have given. They say that 1t
will not be less than Rs. 30 per quintal.

DR. K. MATHEW KURIAN: How do
you believe them?

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE:
There may be a difference of Re. 1, Rs. 2
or Rs. 3 but the rest of the items are
more or less used items on which there
is no difference. There is railway freight,
gunny charges, sales tax, market tax and
a number of other things. I can give you
all the details. Therefore, if somebody
gives the impression that the private
traders are in a Dbetter position, that is
wrong. 1 am not saying that the Food
Corporation has no weakness. But we are
all agreed that this agency must come up
to expectations. 1f there are weaknesses
they should be removed and it should be
a very effective instrument for carrying
on the food policy in the country. So 1
have an open mind on that. But the
point is that to have an impression that
the public sector agency is a burden on
the public exchequer and private trade is
much better, is not correct. 1 think that
impression should not be carried; that is
not a correct impression. Then, Sir, Mr.
Banarsi Das made a statement that there
was a loss of Rs. 58 crores; I thing he
was referring to losses in storage and
transit. Now, I have explained this a
number of time and I would like to re-
peat it. The Food Corporation’s turnover
is more than Rs. 2,500 crores. Last year
it was more than Rs. 2,500 crores, pur-
chase and sale put together, and this year
it will be still more. And we have found
that transit loss, storage loss comes to less
than one per cent, or slightly near about that.
If you take into consideration the size of
our country and the magnitude of the
operations, involved, I do not think any
other agency would be in a position to
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do better. Even then, the Government of
India, bcause of its sincerity, appointed
a committee 1o look into the overhead
costs of the Food Corporation of lndia
and they identified certain items in regard
to which economy is possible, We have
recommended to the Food Corporation of
India that they should examine these
items and see how economy can
be effected. So, there can be areas
where some economy is possible, but the
general impression that the Food Corpo-
ration is not an effective instrument for
implementing the food policY of the
country, I think, needs to be dispelled.
We have weaknesses. Whatever weaknesses
are there in the society get reflected in
the admunistration, in the Food Corpora-
tion, in all organs. They cannot be fool-
proof. But if you look at its performance
during the last three or four years, during
the most difficult period, this agency has
tried to deliver the goods, despite a num-
ber of difficulties and weaknesses.

DR. K. MATHEW KURIAN: Does it
mean that there won’t be any retrench-
ment in the FCI?

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE:
At the moment, there are certain diffi-
culties. Our effort would be to see that we
do not resort to retrenchment unless all
other means are tried. In fact, my Minis-
try’s effort is to find additional work for
the Food Corporation. There are many

areas in this country where the Food
Corporation can be asked to enter and
function as a public sector agency for

trade and distribution, as a whole-saler
and storer of a number of essential com-
modities. We will paturally give con-
siderable thought to this, though 1 will not
be in a position to say positively that this
is the immediate solution for the problem
which we are facing now.

it i fog farm : wEd A faa
W FORT AT § AT AT q74T §, 9
T K1 F9 F D GFEG T TG T
7 uF afafy frgw a o I g7 ax &

A 2 ) a1 § ag S gan g fE wav
WICT TR AT g9y Fene far g3 & 7
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SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE:
I just now referred to that. The recom-

mendations of the committee are avail-
able. We have placed it in the library. If
hon. Members want an additional copy. I
am prepared to give it.

st WY fag wavam @ S SR 57
TT A FAHT o 7T o 7

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE:
Yes, we have. Then, Sir, Banarsi Dasji
referred to losses due to subsidy. Last
year, of course, it came to more than
Rs. 250 crores. The precise figure is not
with me just now, but it will be Rs. 250
or Rs. 260 crores. This year, the Budget
provision is Rs. 100 crores. But to my
mind, the losses are not because of local
procurement. Now, formerly we used to
purchase it at Rs. 76—1 am referring to
wheat and the same thing is applicable
to other grains also—and issuec at Rs. 78,
though our economic cost came to Rs. 95.
So we had to incur subsidy. Now we are
purchase it at Rs. 105 and issuing it
at Rs. 125. There is a loss of only Rs. 4
or Rs. 5. But the main element of sub-
sidy is not because of this. The main ele-
ment of subsidy is because of the very
high price of imported foodgrains. The
prices of foodgains which we are import-
ing to-day are very high. Nawal Kishoreji
read out some of the figures. I do not
know from where he got those figures,
but they are very realistic figures. In all
the countries of the world, even in the
U.8:A., wheat prices are 52 per cent
higher. Freight has also gone up many
times. So the landed cost is much higher
than our local price. Therefore. the sub-
sidy element . . .

LA

DR. Z. A. AHMAD* What roughly is

the landed cost?

SHRI BANARSI DAS: What is the im-
ported price now?

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE:
We purchased sometime back at the
price of 130 or 140 or 150 dollars per
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tonne, that is, almost Rs, 120 a quintal.
Then the freight comes to Rs. 30 to
Rs. 40.

SHRI BANARSI DAS: What is the
cost at the port?

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE:
I will have to calculate it. It is higher than
the price of our local wheat. And there-
fore, subsidy element is involved in this.
But this year it is true that prices of
foodgains are higher and they are higher
by 42 per cent . . . (Interruption by Shri
B. §. Shekhawat). If your formula is ac-
cepted, that we should link up our prices
to the international prices. then, when the
international wheat price goes down, we
will have to reduce our price bere. We are
a nation. We have our own problems. We
understand our agriculture much better.
And we should be in a position to take
decisions on the basis of our needs, on
the basis of the ability of our consumers,
and a number of other factors. Therefore,
we have not to look to other countries.
The pattern of other countries is not going
to help us. We have our own history, we
have our own background, we have our
own socio-cconomic conditions. Therefore,
linking up with international level of
prices is no solution to the problem of
our production.

The point I was making was the prices,
for instance, this vear have increased by
42 per cent. But the honourable Mem-
bers will be interested in knowing that the
major portion of the level of prices is
because of our own decisions. Now, it
was unanimously demanded—may be Shri
Ganguli may not agree with me; we have
our differences; but I would say 98 per
cent of Members of this House had de-
manded—that farmers in this country
should be given a remunerative price.
Therefore, we tried to give higher prices
for wheat . . .

DR. K. MATHEW KURIAN: On a
point of order. The Minister is being un-
fair when he referred to our party spokes-
man. Our spokesman said that small
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cultivators should get a bonus; you give
bonus to small cultivators, medium culti-
vators, and take it from landlords. That
is our position. It should not be distorted.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE:
Your colleague expressly mentioned the
figure 90 . . .

SHRI SALIL. KUMAR GANGULI:
Yes; but I said holders of wet land be-
yond ten acres should be subjected to all
these things.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE:
If my observations do not apply to your
party, I am prepared to withdraw them.
1 am not interested in a dispute or con-
troversy. 1 want to make a point I was
mentioning that there was a unanimous
demand a near unanimous demand, on
the floor of the House, and even in the
other House, that the prices in this country
should be increased because nothing
should be done in this country to dis-
courage production, and our country de-
mands on other things as far as imports

are concerned. That is our general
policy. Therefore the  prices were
raised. For instance, where prices

were raised by 38 per cent; paddy prices
were raised by 30 per cert; coarse grain
prices by 21 per cent, and so on. Now,
apart from inflation and a number of
other factors, actually during the course
of last year, let us see what happened,
because the impression goes that prices
are firming up. Prices are firming up be-
cause there is a gap between demand and
supply. Our population is increasing very
fast. As compared to the population our
food production is not in a position to
keep pace. Then there are other factors.
One of the factors contributing to prices
going up is our own decisions. And I do
not think those decisions were unsound or
in any way against our national interests.
I wolld not like to go into the number of
observations made. For instance, Shri She-
khawat seems to have a very strong feel-
ing on this that Government of India is
bent upon destroying peasant proprietor-
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ship. Actually, his party is against land re-
forms. I would only like to repeat . . .

SHRI B. S. SHEKHAWAT: No, we
are not against land reforms. But we only
want to maintain peasant proprietorship.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: As
far as Government is concerned, we are
very clear. This is a country of small
farmers. We do not want big far-
mers, because, they do not serve even
the purpose of  production.  There-
fore, we would lJike to protect the
interests of small farmers, and we will
have to find a solution to the problems of
agricultural economy of our country in
our own background, and therefore, there
is no intention of taking away the owner-
ship of the land from the farmer, and
there should be no misunderstanding
about it. At the same time on land re-
forms I want to be very clear. If land re-
forms are not sincerely implemented in
this country, there will be always obstacles
in the way of production. I want to be
very clear about it. Shri Krishan Kant
said that we surrendered to the traders.
He is always a little harsh on this. But I
have nothing to say. It is his style of
speaking. 1 want to remove this impres-
sion. Of course, while the Government of
India was reconsidering the food policy,
the traders did carry on some discussion
with us.

DR. Z. A. AHMAD: That is the gene-
ral impression.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: May
I say in all sincerity and earnestness that
the Government of India came to the
conclusion in regard to the revision of
the food policy on its merit, and on the
basis of its own assessment and not be-
cause the traders . . .

DR. Z. A. AHMAD: You trusted the
traders.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: We
did. But as far as the policy decision is
concerned, that was our own on the basis
of our own assessment, right or wrong,
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But at the same time when they represent-
ed, we also thought that they would help

us to procure 5 or 6 million tonnes. But
they have let us down very badly . . .
DR. Z. A. AHMAD: And you have
learnt a lesson.
SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE:
Yes, I have learnt 3 lesson. It is very

late. 1 am very thankful for the indul-
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gence which you have shown and I am
thankful to the hon. Members also for
giving me an opportunity to explain the
matter in detail.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI JAG-
DISH PRASAD MATHUR): The House
stands adjourned till 11.00 a.M. on Friday.

The House then adjourned at
seventeen minutes past seven of
the clock till eleven of the clock
on Friday the 16th August, 1974.



