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CALLING ATTENTION TO A MATTER 
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

Reported deaths due to Small Pox epidemic in 
Bihar, Assam and West Bengal 

 

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND 
FAMILY PLANNING (DR. KARAN 
SINGH) : Sir, In the first quarter of 1973 
there was a noticeable increase in the in-
cidence of small pox, particularly in the 
States of U.P., Bihar, West Bengal and 
Madhya Pradesh. An intensive small pox 
eradication campaign was launched in July 
1973 in consultation with W.H.O. The main 
emphasis was on these four endemic States 
which had been responsible for 94 per cent of 
the total cases, and the objective of the 
campaign was to undertake active search of 
small pox cases followed by containment of 
the outbreaks. During 1973, 88069 cases with 
15,417 deaths were recorded. From 1st 
January to 14th July, 1974, 1,46,034 small 
pox cases with 23,095 deaths have been 
recorded from the various States and Union 
Territories. 96 per cent of these have been 
from Bihar, U.P., West Bengal and Assam; 
Bihar alone accounting for 65 per cent of the 
cases. The high incidence of small pox in 
1974 can be attributed to accumulated 
backlog of primary vaccination, the lingering 
superstition among sections of the people 
against vaccination, and the intensive search 
which is being carried out throughout the 
country for unearthing undetected cases. 

Under the intensive anti-small pox cam-
paign the State Governments, who are 
primarily responsible for the implementation 
.of the health programmes, have mobilised 
health personnel and transport for the case-
search operation. The Central Government 
have taken prompt measures to assist 

the State Health authorities to meet the current 
situation. The number of Surveillance Teams 
headed by senior Epidemiologists has been 
increased so far to 73 from 22, and 
containment Teams to 69 as against 15 
working last year in the endemic States, in 
addition to the normal staff of the Small pox 
Eradication Programme. A number of 
additional vehicles have also been provided to 
the teams to ensure mobility. Adequate 
quantities of vaccine, bifurcated needles and 
health education material have been supplied 
and sufficient quantities kept in reserve. 

In regard to Bihar, all its 31 districts have 
been affected. It is estimated that there are 
about 4,000 active outbreaks. Latest reports, 
however, indicate that there is a downward 
trend in the incidence. The number of cases In 
May were 35,626 with 5,765 deaths, in June 
14,971 with 2,679 deaths, and in the first week 
of July 2,342 with 539 deaths have been 
recorded. In addition to the normal health 
staff, 32 special surveillance teams headed by 
the Senior Epidemiologists and 29 
containment teams have been deputed for 
work in Bihar. 55 Vehicles have been provided 
by the WHO and 30 vehicles are being sent to 
Bihar shortly. Adequate stocks of vaccine are 
being maintained at Patna and Ranchi. In West 
Bengal from 1st January, 1974, the number of 
cases reported is 9,322 with 1,783 deaths, and 
from Assam 4,485 with 647 deaths. I visited 
Patna personally last week and had discussions 
with the State authorities. My colleague Prof. 
A. K. Kisku has visited Orissa, West Bengal 
and Assam. 

I share the deep concern of Hon. Members 
at the recent spurt in the incidence of small-
pox. In a matter like this remedial measures 
will naturally take time to produce results, but 
it does appear that the special measures 
organised have started producing a favourable 
impact. We have, however, to continue to 
exercise vigilance and maintain intensity of 
efforts until the disease is completely under 
control. I have every hope that it will be 
possible to reduce the incidence to a great 
extent in the endemic States in the near future, 
and also to maintain our target of totally 
eradicating this terrible disease in the course of 
the Fifth Plan Period. 
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : I am told 
that the difficulty is, the names that appear in 
the calling attention notices are from different 
calling attention notices, mostly in English. 
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"Surveys conducted since 1967 suggest 
that less than 5 per cent of ail cases are 
being reported." 
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SHRI NIREN GHOSH (West Bengal): 
Sir, there was an old institution. Vaccina-
tion Centre, in Calcutta doing yeoman ser-
vice in this regard not only in Calcutta and 
Bengal but throughout the country. It had 
expertise in this regard and now that centre 
has been disbanded, and the medical expert 
has been taken away to Delhi and Made a 
Director, doing nothing. This is one of the 
things that I want to point out to the 
Minister. 

Then  again, Sir, when for so long the WHO 
was associated with us and helping us,  have 
we been able to develop primary vaccines in  
our country fully  and wholly to meet the needs 
of the situation? Is it under the control of the 
Government, or is  it under the control of     the     
foreign pharmaceutical companies?  If these 
vaccines are there  and  they     are     
distributed throughout   the   country,   how   
could   this outbreak, take place? How could so 
many deaths, in  thousands  and  thousands,  
take place at all? And it is quite correct. What I  
want  to  point out    is   all   the   States 
affected   are  run   by  the  Congress  Party, the  
Congress  Government.   It  is  in   their 
interests  to  show  less   figures   of  this  so 
that  they   are  not    accountable    to    the 
people. They are  so  much callous as regards 
the primary interests of the people in   all  the  
States.  How  can  you  rely  on them when in 
Bihar they are utilising the military  to  
suppress  the people,  when  in Bengal  the 
Congressmen   are killing  each other  and up 
till  now  there  is a  jungle raj   there?   
Democracy  is   finished     there. How  can  
you   expect    this    Government and  this  
Department under  them to  pay any  attention  
to  smallpox, collect  figures, visit villages and 
so  on?  Why is it that after so  many years 
adequate number of vaccinators have not yet  
been  appointed? What    is    the    figure    you    
get?     Eight thousand.   In   a   vast  country  
like  this   I fail    to    understand,  even  if  
these  8,000 vaccinators are there, how they can 
cover this  sub-continent.   I  am    at    a    loss  
to understand  this.  The  Minister  should  ex-
plain. We cannot understand these things-It  is  
a  callous  disregard,  and  the  money that  
should   be  devoted  for  this  purpose, the care 
that should be devoted for this purpose,   is  not 
being  devoted,  and unless that   is      done,   
this   Government   cannot do  anything.  
Everywhere this  Government is after loaves  
and  fishes and other things. They do not pay 
any heed to the people's needs   and   it   is   the   
weaker   sections   of the   people,   the  
Adivasis   or  the   Harijans in  the hill  
districts, who suffer; it is they who   are   
neglected;   they   are    completely out  of the  
picture.  Perhaps  this  Government thinks they 
are not human  beings. 

DR.   KARAN    SINGH:   On   the  ques-
tion of vaccine I am happy to inform the 
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House that from this year we are fully self-
sufficient in the production of vaccine. We 
have four vaccine institutes: one in UP, one 
in Karnataka, one in Tamil Nadu and one in 
Andhra Pradesh. And we produce 156 
million doses which is enough ^to cover our 
requirements. Till last year we were 
importing vaccine from the Soviet Union. 
Now we are producing ourselves. It is in the 
public sector. There is no problem about 
that. About this particular centre the 
honourable Member has referred to, my 
information is that it was making liquid 
lymph vaccine which was of substandard 
quality, and now that we have made in our 
four centres this patent freeze drying 
vaccine, it was not necessary to continue that 
centre any longer. Then, I would like to 
clarify the point which the" honourable 
Member has raised with regard to vacci-
nators. The total number of vaccinators that 
we require in India, we estimate at over 
22,000; supervisory staff over 5,000; aid 
paramedical staff about 750. Out of that 
8,400 was the deficiency which, as a result 
of our urging, has now been reduced to 
1.157. There is still a deficiency which is 
unfortunate. I do not think, if I may submit 
with gfleat respect to Shri Niren Ghosh, I do 
not really think this is a party matter at all. I 
think that to say that the Congress Party is 
trying to suppress facts or to distort facts is 
very uncharitable. After all the Congress 
Party is in power here also and in many 
States. We are trying our best irrespective of 
party affiliations. After all when a disease 
like this hits, it is not going to make a 
distinction between CPM workers and 
Congress workers. This is a national prob-
lem and I would urge that this should be 
treated on a national level. 

SHRI N. G. GORAY (Maharashtra): I 
think the honourable Minister will admit that 
this is a really shameful chapter in (he 
history of rural medicine in India. Whatever 
that officer from the WHO might have said 
to our Minister complimenting him, I 
suppose it was only a matter of protocol and 
nothing more than that because so far as the 
dimensions of this particular problem are 
concerned, I would like to point out that the 
head of the Smallpox Division, Mr. 
L'B(N)17RSS—6(a) 

Donald Anderson, has pointed out that out of 
1 lakh 23 thousand smallpox cases or 
casualties throughout the world, India alone 
had 1 lakh 3 thousand. Out of this again, 
Bihar alone has 70,000. That will give you 
the dimension of the problem. I would like to 
know from him what sort of primary health 
assistance is being given to the rural areas in 
U.P., in Bihar and in Assam. This is an area 
which has been again described by the World 
Health Organisation as being the epicentre of 
Small-pox throughout the world. Fortunately 
for us throughout the world you find that 
there are many countries from which this 
particular scourge has not been completely 
eliminated. I suppose we have the monopoly 
of this disease just as we have almost the 
monopoly of Leprosy, Tuberculosis and other 
diseases. 

I would like to know from the Minister 
what is being done at the grass roots. I agree 
with him this is not a question of any Party. 
Quite true. I would like to draw the attention 
of the Left parties, Right parties and all other 
Parties that they should really take this as a 
challenge because after all why is it that so 
many people are dying in spite of the fact that 
we are producing all the vaccine that is 
necessary. When I made enquiries, I was told 
that this vaccine which is being produced by 
our people is as good as any in the world. 

DR. KARAN SINGH:   Even better. 

SHRI N. G. GORAY. Yes it is even better. 
In spite of the fact that we are spending 
money on this, in spite of the fact that the 
World Health Organisation is helping us, and 
in spite of the fact that the vaccine is so good, 
why is it that it is not possible for us to 
eliminate this scourge altogether from States 
like Bihar, Assam and U.P.? I think what we 
lack is social consciousness. No political 
party is trying to make people understand that 
vaccination is the only remedy so far as 
smallpox is concerned with the result that 
ordinary people are not co-operating with 
vaccinators. There are innumerable cases 
where the entire population of the village 
vacates the village or goes away as soon as a 
vaccinator visits the place because they do not 
like their children to be vaccinated. This fs the 
problem facing all of us. We should 
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[Shri N. G. Goray] accept this challenge. 
There is no use blaming the Government, if 
the population vacates the village, or if the 
vaccinator is stoned or thrown out of the 
village. 1 think this challenge must be 
accepted by all of us. We are so much in 
politics that we do not want to give any 
attention to these problems which really are 
causing havoc resulting in 70,000 deaths of 
children, males, females, adults and so on. It 
is really a blot on us. Therefore, I would like 
to ask him why is it that he is not making an 
appeal, a general appeal, to all the people, 
especially to the young people that vac-
cination is not such a difficult operation. If 
we can recruit 10,000 young boys and train 
them in vaccination and send them round to 
villages, I do not think it will be impossible 
for us to reach the target which we have fixed 
for this year. We want to eliminate smallpox. 
That is the aim of World Health Organisation 
also. If it is possible for us to do this, I 
suppose it will be possible for us to eliminate 
this scourge- 

DR. KARAN SINGH: 1 entirely agree 
with the hon. Member when he says that it is 
a matter for shame. Whereas smallpox is 
being eradicated from most parts of the 
world, there are only four countries in the 
world where it is rampant and in that India 
has the gravest burden to bear. It is indeed 
very unfortunate. That is why we have now 
taken a very firm determination that despite 
this set back that has occurred as a result of 
epidemic, we must succeed in removing 
small-pox. If we do it, it will be the first time 
in the history of human race that a disease 
will 
be

completely eradicated. 
be the first time and it can be done. The hon. 
Member is a very senior member and I feel 
what he has said is very important. It has got 
to be a national programme and we have got 
to fight against superstition. He is right 
vaccinators are sometimes storied and driven 
out of the village. 

SHRI N. G. GORAY: "Sheetal Mata ki 
Jai". You have to fight against it. 

DR. KARAN SINGH: Whatever it is, the 
point is this: I appeal I did appeal yesterday 
in the Lok Sabha and today I appeal in the 
Rajya Sabha here—that all Members of 
Parliament and all Members of the 
Legislatures should help us in creating a 
public opinion. I think he has made a very 
good suggestion and I would also make a 
national broadcast on this issue and  I would 
appeal to the people. 

Now, you take the Southern States or 
Punjab or Haryana, for* example. They have 
done so well that they have totally eradicated 
smallpox in their States. It is simply in those 
States where we have not been able to get to 
the people, where we have not been able to 
fight the suprestittons of the people and their, 
obscurantism, that this sort of thing has 
happened. Now, he has asked one question 
about the rural areas. The rural areas we are 
covering through the Primary Health Centres 
and the Sub-centres. But the vaccinators are 
supposed to go from village to do their work 
and that is where the public opinion is 
required. After all, you are the tribune of the 
people and you are the representatives of the 
people, I mean Members of both the Houses, 
and you should help us. I appealed yesterday 
in the Lok Sabha and 1 would like to make 
this appeal again here in the Rajya Sabha and 
for my part, I would also make an appeal to 
the nation. I hope we will get the cooperation, 
full co-operation, from all. 

SHRI N\ G. GORAY: Raise a voluntary 
corps for this- 
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OBJECTION TO GOVERNMENT STATE-
MENT ON INDIA-SRI LANKA 

AGREEMENT ON BOUNDARY IN 
HISTORIC WATERS BETWEEN THE 

TWO COUNTRIES 
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shri 

Surendra Pal Singh will now make a state-
ment. 

SHRI NIREN GHOSH (West Bengal): On 
a point of order. 

SHRI RABI RAY (Orissa): There is a point 
of order. 

SHRI S. S. MARISWAMY (Tamil Nadu): 
On a point of order. 
SHRI   B.   S.   SHEKHAWAT    (Madhya 
Pradesh):   On a point of order. 
(Interruptions). 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, where is 
the point of order. Please take your seats. 

SHRI NIREN GHOSH: You hear the point 
of order. 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Let him 
make the statement. 

 


