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(ii) A copy (in Hindi) of the Ministry cf
Finance (Depaitment of Revenue and
Insurance) Notification G.S.R. No. 330(E),
dated the 25¢h July, 1974, publishing a
corrigendum to Government Notification
G.S.R. No. 326 (E) (Hindi version), daied
the 22nd July, 1974, [Placed in Library.
See No. LT-8086,74.]

CALLING ATTENTION TO A MATTER OF
URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

Concern over WHO Research Projects
being carried out in India under
conditions ol total secrecy

SHRI N.G. GORAY (Maharashtra): Sir, 1
call the attention of he Mimster of Health
and Family Planning to the reported seriwous
concern of the scientific community over the
research projects being carried out by or
under the auspices of the World Health
Organisation 1n India under conditions of
total secrecy and reaction of the Government
thercto.

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY
PLANNING (SHRI A. K. KISKU) : Sir,
There has been no sectecy with regard to any
of the reseaich projects being cartied out by
the Governmeiit of Tndia through any of its
agencies in collaboration with WHO. All
these research projects are of direct relevance
and importance to the country and are in out
These projects have been
initiated on our request. In the formulation
of these projects our experts have been involv-
ed from the very beginning, and the projects
have been periodically reviewea by appto-
priate project committees including repre-
sentatives of the Minisuy of Health and Family
Planning and the Indian Council of Medical
Research. The results of these tesearches
have been published from time 0 time in
approptiate scientific journals.

national interest.

Two such projects relate to the genetic
control of mosquitoes aud the efficacy of
insecticide application by ultra-low volume
machine. These two projects are of special
contempolary importance in the context of |
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two difficultics in our malaria eradication
programme, viz. resistunce of mosquitoes to
insecticides and difficulty in getting adequate
supplies. The results on genetic control are
being published from time to time in scienti-
fic journals. A comprehensive coverage,
including the latest results, is being brought
out shortly by the Indian Socicty for Malaria
and other Communicable Diseases in a special
issue of their journal. The entire work on
genetic and biological centrol has been
carefully reviewed bv a Task Force set up by
the Government of India composed of repre-
sentatives of the Ministries of Health and
Agticulture. Their rcport was submitted to
the Government of India in 1973, and ! am

placing a ccpy in the Library of Parliament.

This approach of genetic conttol is a well-
established one. In fact spectacular success
has been reported witk this technique in the
matter of eradication of screw-woim fly, a
cattle pest in the Americas, and the fruity-fly
in the Mediterrancan areas and in Mexico.
The use of genetic control against mosquitoes
appears to be a promising one, but consideia-
ble rescarch is recessary to establish its feasi-
bility under natural conditions. Research on
this aspect 1s going on in many countries.

The application of insecticide by ultra-low
volume machines is in connection with the
control of malaria in urban areas, for which
putpose a portion of Jodhpur City was select-
ed. Through this machine it is pcssible to
apply 1asecticides in extremely minute drop-
lets from outside the houses. Preliminary
results from the reduction mosguito density
indicate that this strategy seems to be effective.
Further work is in progress. This has no
conmection with genetic control and is only
an improved technique for the application of
nsecticides.

WHO was interested in the study on the
role of birds disseminating insect-borne virug
diseases. In 1India, the Bombay Natural
History Society was actively conducting
investigations on bird migrations and thetr
possible role as disseminators of viruses.
At the request of the Society, the WHO
Contributed a total amount of US £22,000
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from 1959 to 1965. In this field of study a
valuabie contribution has alsc been made by
Dr. G.I. Net.kay of the USSR who visited
India in 1962,
out under the general guidance of the Insti-
tute of Poliomylitis and Virus Encephalitis of
the Academy cof Medical Sciences (Moscow)
wich the participation of the Biolcgical Insti-
tute of Siberian Department of the Academy
of Sciences of the USSR (Novesibirak) and in
co-operation with the Bombay Natural His-
tory Society. It is, therefore, clear that the
press reports are tendentious, unfair and
misleading.

His investigations were carried

SHRI N.G. GORAY: Only last week when
we wete discussing the smallpox epidemic in
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and Assam the Minister
of Health was frank enough to admit that
India was receiving substarmial assistance and
help from WHO. Now right on the heels of
that admission we are confronted with this
long report emanating from such a well-known
news agency as PTI. I was told that this
particular report was submitted by one of their
correspondents who is a very knowledgeable
person, himself perhaps a Ph.D or a very high
Degree-holder in the discipline of scrences.
Therefore naturally when his report was
flashed everywhere all of us felt perturbed
because you will admit that in this report
many facts have been put together and the
whole report is presented in such a manner
that if it is true then it really means that
WHO is trying to do something very sinister
in India taking advantage of our carelessness
or perhaps our complacent attitude. Tf,
however, this is not true as the Minister has
just now said, very frankly 1t really amounts
to a clear case of black mail. I would like
him to tel! us something more about the
various charges that have been levelled at the
Government officers, our own people, who are
working in WHO, who are working in such
prestigious institutions like the TCMR etc.
The charges are very clear and unambiguous.
The reporter has mentioned the names of
Dr. Rajendra Pal, Dr. C. Gopalan and Dr.
A.D. Mani, and by implication has accused
them of keeping silent over the whole matter
discouraging press reporters from getting at
the truth. Now, Sir, if you go through the
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whole report you will find that very serious
charges have been levelled. One is that the

whole thing is shrouded in  mystery. It

is kept secret. The whcle investigation and
rescarch is going on in secrecy, in spite of the
fact that our Health Ministry is associated
with 1t. The Government Officers are not
ready to give any information on the various
points that have been raised by the reporter
himself. Now, Sir, he says thai this research
is financed entirely from American funds,
perhaps from PL 480 funds and the results
of these research activities are communicated
directly to MAPS which 1s nothing but a
branch of the Pentagon. It is they who are
using all the results of this research. He has
also hinted that they are primarily concerned
with viruses carried by birds from one coun-
try to another and very cleverly he has
introduced the name of Dr. G.I. Netzkay.
He says that he has confirmed the arrival of
birds carrying viruses into India and the
migrant birds spread complex viruses through-
out India. T do not know how far he has
quoted Dr. Netzkay correctly. Just now
T heard the Minister saying that this parti-
cular scientist belongs to one of the Russian
institutes situated in Siberta. So far as the
migration of birds is concerned, this fact was
known to us for centuties. T do not know
whether he is well versed in Sanskiit. If Dr.
Karan Singh had been here perhaps it would
have been better. I would refer him to
Kalidasa’s Meghdoot in which the poet refers
to “Krounch Randhra’, that part of the
Himalayas through which birds migrated
outside and migrated into India from outside.
I do not know whether Dr. Netzkay was
conscious of the fact that bird migration has
been taking place for centuries and if at all
they arc carrying viruses the probability is that
they carty viruses from Siberia 11.to India. not
from any other country. So, I do not know
how he was interested 1n sayirg that these
birds were carrying vituses. Fuither, he has
said that these migrant birds spread complex
vituses throughout India. Even admitting
this fact, T fail to hink this particular fact with
the 1esearch that is being cairied on by WHO,
[CMR, the Natural History Society in Bom-
bay and the mosquito elimination research
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[Shri N. G. Goray]
centre in Jodhpur. [ would like to know
from him whether some sinister thing is
happening, as has been hinted at by this
particular rcporier. The sinister thing is
that Tndia, in collaboration with America—
erhaps you know what they arc doing-—is
helping Ame.ica in using migratory birds to
carry viruses from cone country to anocther.
In this report Vietnam has been mentioned.
He has stated that viruses which would help
in the process of defoliastion have been dis-
covered and they werc used in Vietnam.
Now, [ do not whether
viruses were discovered in India, but the
whole report is prepared in such a manner
that all sorts of suspicions can be created in
the minds of other countries so far as India’s
reseaich is concerned. [ feel that this parti-
cular repcrt should ieceive (he attention of
the Government. Only receatly we had the
explosion of a nuclear device in Rajasthan
and all sorts of mis-statements were made
and misunderstandings were created even to
the extent that one of ou best fiiends, Canada,
was alienated. They misunderstood cur pur-
pose and chey thought that [ndia was on iis
way to nuclear weaponry. This is how the
whele thing is linked up with our defence and

know these

they are thinking thot Tndia is secretly planning
something which they do not know. Read
in this particular context, it means that
India is trying to evolve virus weapenry also
which it can use, getm warfare or sumething
like that, I want the Government to b2 very
categorical —why 1s it that, in spite of the fact
that this Report appearcd yesterday and it
was flashed throughout India, the Govern-
ment did not think it fit to come cui with a
statement on their own saying that these are
not facts, that this is not being conducted
in secrecy, that there is no desire to hide
anything from the people and that every-
thing is done in an open manner and that
those who want to know wha: the researches
are about, it is possihle for them to get at the
truth. Thercfore, [ thought that this was
very necessary and [ wish that the Govern-
ment took the earliest opportunity to go
through this report and made a statement
which would alluy all doubts not only in
India but in other countries also where per-
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haps people are likely to take this report as
the truth and are likely to misunderstand
our position.

SHRI AKX, KISKU : Sir, we have gone
through all the material that came out in the
newspaper «nd I am glad that a Calling
Attention Motion has been bicught up on
this because it gives us a chance immediately
to come out with the truth and with all the
information that we have at our disposal.
Sit, we have all the respect for the scieutific
correspondent of the PTIl, and I am not
going to question his integrity or his motives.
But the manner in which this news has come
out in the newspaper is. of course, likely to
create an atmosphere of suspicion in the
The point tha. T am making
is that there is absolutely no seciecy about
any of the research projects that are being
undertaken cr about their findings. May I
say that the research projects that are under-
taken on various matters f health or health
hazard in our countty or in other countries
of the world, as far as we are concerned,
these ate undertaken in collaboration with
WHO, and we go with full confidence in
WHO becanse WHO 1s an international
organisation, a United Nations agency.
It has about 143 member-st: tes, member-
nations, as well as associate members. Sir,
we know that WHG  1s the sacred trust of
the health of the nations throughout the
wotld and on matters of general intcrest,
researches are being undertaken by WHO.
They pool the knowledge of the consultants
throughcut tke world, and they are placed
at the disposal of countries for the vaiious
researches that are undertaken. And it is in
this context that this research was taken up
some time back about this bitd migration
and the viruses that are carried by the migrat-
ing bitds. as also the present research about
anti-malarial programme. Sir, as T said,
it is unfortunate that somehow an aimosphere
has been created that there is some hush-
hu-h about it.

whole country.

SHRI NIREN GHOSH : Yes,

SHRI AK. KISKU : We checked as to
whAqyl\er there was any omission on ow part
n gwving information to this

there is.

gentleman,

— )
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Sir, this correspondent did come to our
Secretary and to the Director Gene'al of the
I.C. M. R. At the moment, as you know and
as all the hon’ble Members know we
are  overwhelmed about the  small-
pox, how it has exploded, and we are trying
to tackle it. The W. H. O. Epidemiolozists
are 2lso helping us to control this ptoblem
of small-pox. Therefore, Secretary had
asked him to wait for a few days when
he would be able to  organise a conference
with our officers or any responsible agency
that he would like to meet. But somehow
it seems that this man was rather impatient,

Sir, the Director General of the I. C. M. R.
is an absolutely new man. He has Just
taken over. He is actually not responsible
for any of these projects. He also wanted
that it should be done in a manner where
there can be a foolproof discussion of the
whole thing. But somehow it seems that
there was some impatiegce on the part of this
man and h:z has come up with all this thing.
I may again emphasise that there is no hush
hush, no secrecy, about any of the ressarch
project; whatsoever.

Sir, some mention has been made about
Mr. Rajendra Pal. He is an officer in charge
of this research project. He also did not say
anything because he is a W. H. O. personnel
and the system within the W. H. O. is that
no individual comes out with any hand
out. If anything has to be given out by the
W. H. O. it is given out by the Public Rela-
tions Officer. So Mr. Rajendra Pal did not
want to say anything on his own as an indivi-
dual.

SHRI SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY (Uttar
Pradesh) : On a point of order. Is the
Minister trying to explain the statement
made by an individual who is not cven working
for the Government of India? What is it
that he is trying to defend? How can you
-do that? "How can you defend somebody
who does not belong to the Government
of India on the basis of what appeared in
the newspapers ?

SHRI RAJNARAIN (Uttar Pradesh) :
There is no government. It is like a joint

8—8 RSS/ND/74 ‘
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stock company with some shareholders,
Why do you say that this is a governmsnt?

SHRI A. K. KISKU : 1am only stating
some facts about reseaich projects that are
being undertaken by th: Government of
India in collaboration with the W. H. O. and
in what manner this whole thing has come
out. That is all I am saying.

SHRI SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY * The
Director General cannot explain the position
of somebody else.

SHRI A. K. KISKU: Cozrtain details
have come out in the newspapers and I am
taking some of my time to give some clari-
fication on one or two points. First of all,
it was pointed out that some virus may have
been spread by the migrating birds. In 1957,
in Karnataka in South India the Kysanaur
forest disease did mysteriously come out and
the Virus Research Centre, Poo1a, which is
our own institution, had made a very detailed
investigation and in depth. They have come
out with one or two very specific points.
Firstly, this Kysanaur forest disease that
had broken out, the virus that had been
found. was of indigenous origin. Dr. J.
Bosehell, an Epidemiologist of the Forest Rese-
arch Institute from 1961-65 inthis paper enti-
tled “Kysanaur Forest Disease Ecologic Consi-
derations” has ruled out introduction of virus
by any extransous source like migrant birds.

The point T am making is, it is true that
sometimes birds do carry certain kinds of
viruses, but in this specific cas:, it was of
indigenous origin.

Sir, some reference has been made to some
vaccine as if it :s manufactured in America
and it is coming to India. The truth is that
this vaccine was actually developed in the
Virus Research Centre at Poona and is
manufactured at ths Haffkine’s Institute,
Bombay. It is our product.

SHRI N. G. GORAY : Perhaps the
reporter thinks that Poona is i1 America!

SHRI A. K. KISKU : Sir, about the
project of Genetic control of mosquitoes,
that is now going on, the laboratory part
of it is almost over and we are going into
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the operational part of it. This is with
regard to Malaria control. Sir, a new technique
has been evolved in which these insects
which spread the diseases are sterilised by
some chemical process and, as I have said
in my main statement, it has already achicved
some very spectacular results in America,
in Mediterrancan countries and in Mexico,
specially for protection of cattle as well as for
protection of fruit, where this technique was
applied to control flies genetically. Now
this genetic control of mosquito is being tried
out. It is now being tried in some places
in Delhi and in Jodhpur and it will be tried
in other parts of the country.

Sir, about financing the project from Ameri-
ca, from the American Army Agency etc.,
we have no such information. But may I
make it very clear thot the WHO receives
its funds from various countries, from vatious
governments, from various agencies, and
we also contribute? For any project
whatsoever, we receive our grants from the
WHO. We have no information whatsoever
whether some American Array Agency is
financing any project with any motive, and we
cannot say anything on this. But as I said, the
Ministry of Hcalth, the Governinent of India,
the ICMR and the WHO are mainly concerned
with the problems of health or the problems
of health hazard. May I say in t)is connection
that all research projecis that ars under-
taken in our country are vetted by the ICMR:
whether it i< from USAID or from PL-480
or from vrhotever source it might be, all
projects are vetted by the ICMR. Our
Minister, Or. Karan Singh, is the Chairman
of the ICMR, and most eminent scientists and
health experts are its members.

SHRI NIREN GHOSH (West Bengal) :
What of that ?

SHRI A. K. KISKU : What [ am saying
is that all projects are being carefixlly screzned
and processed and undertaken under all
kinds of precautious conditions. Sir, may
Y say finally that the findings of research
arc the pronsrty of science and as such
the property of any country whatsoever.
Whatever we publish, whatever we find from
our researches is also available for any country
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whatsoever, as in the case of nuclear weapons.
We have done it with our own scientists and
our own technology. And our research
findings on matters of health also are published.
There is no secrecy. It is available for any-
body, any scientist or any country whatso-
ever. But it is very unfortunate that the
manner in which this news item has come
out, it has in an indirect manner created or
cast some kind of an unfortunate impression
in the minds of our countrymen, especially
about our scientists. But [ may say that
we have not received any kind of letters
conveying any kind of anxiety over these
experiments up-to-date, from any of our
scientists, and therefore, 1 can say there is
no secrecy whatsoever about all the research
that are being done in these matters of health,
especially now in the matter of malaria.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : We have
taken exactly half an hopr to dispose of one
Member, And I have eight names on the
list

SHRI NIREN GHOSH: Not we; he
has taken the time in replying.

Sir, T regret to say that the Minister hag
made a tendentious. 'vrong and misleading
statement perhaps under compulsion. And |
also regret to say that the Minister’s reply has
not covered all the points raised here, T have
got all these ncwspapers, today’s, yesterday’s.
The Minister’s statement has not covered
all the points. Why? T do not know.
When he made the statement, he should
have covered ali the points.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : If you
wanted more points to be covered I think
we will have to have a whole day.

SHRI NIREN GHOSH: He has not
covered all the points raised originally, And
1 also feel that since this is extremely
serious, the Foreign Minister and the Home
Minister should have been present here. .

MR DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now come
to your clarification.

SHRI NIREN GHOSH: .. because I charge
tho Guernment with collusion knowingly
with the US Intelligence Agency. T make
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this charge with full responsibility, thai his
is the thing that is happening. Even on a
question of tie-up of Indian intelligence with
foreign agencies they are debarred from the
informal Consuliative Committee which thay
have no right to do. So #t reveals the true
picture, He has pleaded for Rxjendra Pal.
He has said that it would be sensitive to the
Indian press. But he has not answcred the
point there. s that statement cosrec: or not?
But when he came 1o his own officers, he
said hc knew 1t. Then why did that officer
ask the press to be sympatheiic to it? He
should have said, I do not know anything,
1 have just taken over; you go to that perion
or some other person.  Then there s the poin;
that closed-door meetings are held from wh:ch
Indian They have
complained of it. These things are there,
And there is the quesdon of DNA being
experimenied upon and being followed up
particularly in the lower strata of anima's
which can spread and cause havoc of which
the human beings are not aware, that they
m.ght be affected.  You are dcing it in Delhi,
not in a malarvia affected area. That also
you did not explain. And everybody in
the world knows and it is in the press reports
that secret reports are being sent to MAPS,
that is, Pentagon. What are (hose reposts?
Do you know? Are they entitled to send
any such reports? What arc tnose reports?
Doyoudenythem? Whatistheirconncection?.
What is the Honk:ns Instuuie doing in Cal-
cutta? They are ali founded with the CIA
rmonzy funnelled through Ford Foundation
aad all such institutions. Everybody knows

scientists are barred.

1t; everybody is aware of it

Sit, the details are not known even to the
Indian Scientists working in GCMU to contrcol
aedes aegrpti a mosquito type that spreads
Yeliow fever which is non-cxistent in India
The Mmister did not cure to answer it. In
thzir Bombay office MAPS agency is also
thare  And :t is an agent of the Pentagon,
They are n the same building. 7t is known
tha: India 13 being made a guinea pig in order
to Jdevelop bacteriological, germicidal wariare.
This is what it is about. I do not want to go
into details. You take down all the points
thai have appeared in the various newspaper
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and reply o ull those points one by one.
I challenge the Governwent. Are they
preparcd to {orm a Parhamentary Committee
composed of representatives of different
parties so that they can go inio all the details
and place the truth before the country?
Nobody will believe this Govesnment because
you are tied up with USA in many ways:
PL 480 funds are used fo: this purpose.
What are the conditions for 1t? It js used
to conduct these secrer exneriments. You
are closely tied up with then:. You are fully
aad wholly connected with them.
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MR
wind up.

DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please
There are eight names in the list.
The Minister 15 taking quiie some time to
answer. This way, it will take the whol,
day.

SHRI NIREN GHOSH: Tie poiat is that
the spraying hus been stopped because it
would act only Lill anopieies, but also aedes
aegypti which has been reserved for the WHO's
mult.-millton rapee experiment. This project
has been cleared by the tealth Ministty
without serious debate simply because WHO
wsually provides jobs to Indian officials after
tiiey retire from seivice. Tacy are given jobs
Crrying & Rs. 15,000 per month
tax free. Why shiould they reveal? That is
the whole thun,. This is intciligence work
and Inaian Government is involved in it and
thoy have deliberately allcwed it. Who are
you? The Home Mumistry and Exiernal Affairs
Muiisiry are more connected with it than
the Health Minustry, [ charge those Ministries
and this Government seriously for deliberately
involving thenwclves in it.

pay of

SHRI AX. KISKU: I strongly repudiate
all the charges that have been madc by my
fton fricnd Shrt Niren Ghosh. As I said,
we have checked up the coaversaiion that was
done with our otlicers and the ccrrespondent.
All our officers both in the Ministry as well as
i the .LC.M.R have denied the statement
that avpeared in the newspapais......

SHRI K.P.
tane-rocorded?

SHRI A.K. KI_KU: I think we must have
confidence 1n onty scientists and officers whe

SINGH DEO: Were they
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are conductiug some very important scientific
experiments and holding responsible positiors.
1 may repeat that we have no information on
the whereabows about this MAPS.

What 1 say is that we have no mformation
whaiscever about this agency and we have ro
connection with any such acencies. They might
be cxisting as a kind of sccict service or so.
But we have no connection what so evei with
any sucn organisation because the Minisiry of
Health funciions and ail its rescarch prejects
are undertaken s ric.ly on the basis cf public
health. Then., Sir..

SHRI NIREN GHOSH:
the BNHS is there in thar building?

SHRIA.K.KI3KU: Sir, about the GCMU..

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I the
same building Jifferent offices ¢in Lo tocated.

How s 1t hat

SHRI AXK. KiZKU: Gir, aboui the
GCMU, ther: arc abow 4,000 different
species of mosquitces and as far as the very
important diseaces caused by mosquitoes are
concerned, they are mainly malaria, filariasis,
dengue, Chinanyunya ctc. Sir, o reference
has been mace tc aedeas aegypti which is tc-
ported to cariv germs which couse the yellow
fever. Mnay important researches have al-
ready been donc in different countries on this
and for scienttfic puipsses, it is necessary that
all those find:ings are also consulted. But, as
far as our country is concerned, our main
study is on anophzles and culex and in order
that the research might be complete and bene-
ficial for our purposcs, the findings of the
study on aedes aegypti are 1o be taken into
consideration.

A reference has also been made to some wells
and ponds being con:aminated by the in-
secticides. \ The po:nt is tha. in this technique,
when the mosquitoes are sterilised chemically,
they are put into the wells, unused  wells
of course, I must say, where they breed easily
and this ifself is an cxpzarimencal condition to
many ways. Therefore [ may say that no in-
secticide has ever been thrown into the wells
or ponds in any form or in any manner whatsg-
ever. But these mosquitoes which have been
terilized have been studied very thorough!
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by the WHO in 1972 to find out whether they
carry any substantial amount of insecticide
or {oxin which may be harmful and it has been
found that 1t is absolutely hazard-free.

Sir, I may point out that the research papers
are published papers which arec here. We
have only Iimited number of copies.
Othetwise, we would have placed them on the
Tabie of he House. But we arc kceping
them open for anybody to come and go hrough
and study them in any manner he may like.
Sir, these literatures are open litcratures
and they are scientific literatures and they are
there  Iuisourendeavour to usc and encourage
the use of the contents of such rescarches for
peaceful purposes. We have produced the
nuclear bonb which is for peaceful purposes
only. There has been a demand to avppoint
a Parliamen.ary Commiitee to investigate
matters. Sir, | do not think that there is
any necessity for appointing a Parlianentary
Commiltee for looking into all these things.
These are all scientific findings and these are

SHRI NIREN GHOSH: Thereby you
have proved my charge to the hilt. “ou are
afraid of saying that. But you have proved
my charge to the hiit

SHRI A. K. KISKU.:....and anybody
can study ‘hern in his own way.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: All night.
Yes, Mr Singh Deo

SHRI K.P. SINGH DEO (Orissa): Sur,
ths honourable Minister has, in his statement,
referred to the experiments of the WHO which
has been employing sophisticated technology
and ultra-low volume scientific techniques for
carrying on investigation into the genetic
comirol of mosquitocs, bird migration and
ecological,  bchavioural and dispersal data
coileciion.

He also mentioned about the Bombay Nat-
ural History Socicty which is alsoconducting
a study on migratory birds. But I think
he has conveniently left out or forgotten to
mention that this Bombay Natural History
Society study on biid migration has beer
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sponsored by the Migratory Avimals Patholo-
gical Society which is in other words Patholo-
gical Warfare Section of the US Army. of
course, he denied knowledge of the existence
of any such body. 1 do not blame him for
that because I cannot consider him an expert
on all sides. He also said ihat the whole
experimen: is being monitored by the Indian
Council of Medical Research, the Minisicy
of Healith and the Ministry of Agriculture.
In view of the fact that all the fificen nations
in the world—the Soviet Union, he UK,
Canada, Communist China or Nationalist
China, France, Germany, West Germany,
Sweden, Poland, Spain, Issel, Egypt, Cuba,
South .Aftica and USA-—have pubhcly re-
vealed that they have been conduciing re-
search on CBW-—Chemical and Biological
Warflare—and since 1946 the USA has been
the leader in 1his ficld and (hey have not hesi-
tated to utilisz L\hls research development—
and they applied th: CBW—in various paris,
mm Vietnam and other parts, and Egyptians
have used it in Yeman in 1962 and we do not
know where else v has been utilised—I would
like to know ihis point. The Minister very
philosophically said thai the rosuilts of these
studies belong to science as a whole. At
the moment the NATO have
bean carrying on studies on the biological
capabilities through their missiles and also
on the vulnerability of Soviet mechanised
equipment—chemical and biological weanons

countries

system. T say this with particular reference
because our armed forces are very imuch
dependent on the Soviet mechanised equip-
ment. So when he says that the results of
this research belong to science, T only want to
know whether this will be applied against cur
own armed forces. Then I would like to
know another point about the GCMU-—
Genetic Control of Mosquito Units—which is
carrying on studies on yellow fever—its
tiological namc is Aedes Aegypti. Foreigners
are 1athet puzzled that the virus in this s
not a carrier of this particular disease whercus
ideal conditions are existing in India for the
proliferation of yellow fever.  So these studics
might give other countries a solution by which
they can introduce certain virus to eliminate
the protective virus which has been preventing

30 JULY .1974]

to a matter of urgent public 122
imporiance

yellow fever from spreading in India. So»
now that the Minister is aware of zll these
things because honourable Membeis have
brought to his notice the existence of MAPS—
Migralory Animals Pathological Society which
is associated wirh the US Army—an< alle-
gations have been made, charges have
beer made in this House. I would like to kilow
from the Ministe: whether he will take Deiils
10 nave tiem nquired into and whethe:r he
will also associate the Ministry of Defence and
the Deperiment of Atomic Energy in moni-
toring these experiments because in the Jodh-
pui unit of the GCMU rescarch is baino con-
ducted. very near to our Pokhrai. where the
nuclear device was exploded. T wculd also
like to know whether there are any other
organisations or any other countrics which have
been given the same facilites or similar faci-
liiies for conducing research in this country
and where they are located snd wherher the
Minister will kindly lay on the Table of ihe
Housze the reporis of all these stucies and
researches, especially the report on the global
impact of applic.d microbiology.

SHRI. A.K. KISKU. Sir, rh: hon.
Member has aksad a very specific quesdoa
about the Bembny Natural History Society
wiugch, he claims, was sponsored by the Migra-
tory Animal Pathological Service. Sir, the
WHO was interested in the study of the role
of birds disseminating inseci-boine virus
diseases. In Tndia, the Bomba: Natural
History Society (BNHS) was actively conduc-
ting investigaticns on bird nugration and on
the role of migrating birds as diss*minators
of inscct-bortre viruses. At the request of the
BNHS, the WHO contributed to BNHS a
toial amount of 22,000 dollars from 1959 to
1965. The WHO"s contributior. to ihe study
was termunated 1n 1965. In this field, there
is also contribution from Dr. G.I. Metzkay
of the USSR who visitea India in 1962.
His investigations were c.rried cut under the
general guidance of the Tnstituie of Polio-
mylitis and Virus Encephalitics of the Academy
of Medicu! Sciences (Moscow) with :he paru-
cipation of the Biological Institutc of Siberian
Department of the Academy of Sciences of
the USSR ana in co-opetation with the Bembay

Natural History Scciety. The poncipal in-
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vestigation of this study was also along the
sam: direction c¢f the WHO and BNHS
research, that is, in the field of migrant birds
that can have influence on the spread of in-
sec:-borne viruses.  Sit, as I said earlier, the
Munistry of Health cannot give information
02 any research that may be going on in some
pars of the country elsewhere about chemical
or biological warfare materials. But as |
said carlier, this research is open research,
absolutely scientific, mainly for the purpose of
e-1lication of malaria, iilaria end other
similar discases. And the reference ol aedes
aegypti has come oaly because theie has been
a lot of study already done and that we could
gain exparience from that in our study on ihe
ceunirel of malaria for the zenetic control of
Sir, beyond this. I
have ncthing more to say.

anoph:lss and calex.

SHRI K.P. SINGH DEQ: Sir, my question
has not been answered... ..

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: He has

nothing beyond that to sav.

SHRI K.P. SINGH DEO: Sir, T put a
citegoricil question. Now that it has been
charged by the hon. Members that ihis Orga-
nisation 1s a part of the U.S Army, will they
now associate ihe Ministry of Defence and
the Dezpattmea: of Atomic Energy in mont-
toring such prgjects ?

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: He cannot
take a decision on that. Yes, Mr. Bhupesh
Gupta.

SHRI. BHUPESH GUPTA (West Bcngal):
Sir, we are glad we have been treated to u bit
of leciure on research, And anyhow, the
hon. Minister is not competent tc speak on
scleatific matrers except that he cun read the
brief fairly well, it seems.

Now, Sir, the point 1s this. Again and again
he has said that he has no knowledge of the
fac: that the Migratory Animal Pathological
Seivice is a wing of the American Army,
a wing of the Pentagon there. Sir, is it 2
plea of ignorance or something else? I should
like to know. Sir, two to three monchs ago
in the journal of our Paity, the New Age,
we published a report on the Pentagon study
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on biolugical warfare. One point in that
report referred to the biood groupings in
South India, hiniing ihereby that certain
viruses dnd germs would affect that group of
people. Ard that article brought out such
a mysterious thing that was going on, which
has ccnnection with the kind of a plan for
biological warfare.

Even after that, do I understand that the

Government inquiries so as to find out
what the situation was? [i is not that
nothing was known to the Government.

Now tley do rot believe the P.T.I. But,
the same Government rchied heavily on infor-
mauon asd wews supplicd by the P.T.L
1 believe, nearly half a crore of rupees s spent
annually con this organisation, if not more.
Suddenly, the P.T.1. has become an untouchable
institution for them. I cannot understand

this double standard.

Sir, the hon. Minister should cuplain one
ortwo things. [ would not go into the research
part of it. I leave out his research pari of it.
Everybody knows that Americon money
Amcrican penetration and American
ference are going on under the ccver of resesrch

not only in our country but u: various other

mier-

couniries and certaiu officials of ihe Govein-
ment take advantage of this ihing because apan
from other considerations thay bring material
benefit te themselves. I should like to know
whether it is true that Di. Paul, who was
Assistant Director of the National Instituic
of Communicable Diseases, at the time he left,
had been holding lien on the N.I.C.D. job
for more than ten years. Is it not a fact
that this prolonged liecn 15 exiraoidinary
considering the fact that no Goveriment
servant is permitted to hold ticn on his job for
more than three ycars? That is my first
question kindlv answer that

Now, I want to know whether it is tru,
that W, H, O. is providing jobs to top Health
Ministry officials just before their retiremer:
for after their retirement. I want a specific
answer to this question and the names of
such officials. ‘

SHRI NIREN GHOSH :
information.

I also asked this



.
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SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA : Now, tell |
me if it is true that Dr. P. Diesh, for whom
the Ministry created a special post of Com-
missioner of Rural Health, quit his job
two months ago to take up a job with the
Regional Office of the W. H. 0. n New
Dethi. If you take a job with the W. H. O.,
the payment is very high. How many Health
officials were given jobs by W. H. O. just be-
fore and after the Genetic Mosquito Unit came
to be established? Some of these people.
according to our information, are: Dr. H. P.
Ramakrishna, ex-Director of the National
Institute of Communicable Diseases, Shri
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Krishnaswamy, ex-Deputy Director of the
N.I.C.D., Shri Sen Gupta of the Family
Planning Department and Mr. Bawa, Deputy
Secretary of the Heafth Ministry at the time
of the agreement on genetic control. Now,
are these facts correct ornot? 1am not asking
you to give any research lecture here. How
many top officials of the Health Ministry
have received hospitality of W.H.O. to
visit Gencva during the last five years and
how many times each officials has made a
trip? Is it not a fact that W.H.O. is paying
Rs. 105 a dJay to senior Health Ministry
officials as a part of the anti-small pox cam-
paign in Bihat? Who are the people getting
the W. H. O. money? Now, Sir, these are the
facts which show how things are happening,

Now, here most of them are colluding in
the name of research. Maybe, some research
is going on. Maybe, something useful is
going to come out. I cannot say. Bat, this
data is being used for certain other prepa-
rations—maybe against our country or, maybe,
some other countries. But, onc aspect is
very unsavoury. The officials of the Health
Ministry are in direct league with them. They
benefit while they are there. They benefit
before their retirement and they benefit even
after their retirement when they take up

Jjobs with them and in some cases the salary
is Rs. 15,000 per month. This 18 happening.
Divulgeit. Tell the whole story.

Sir, with regard to secrecy, what is the
secrecy about it? Is it a defence research
project and you are manufacturing some
sophisticated weapons that it could not be
divulged ?
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Why should it be kept secret from the
scientist of our country and not allowed
to be known to them? What is the hush
hush about it? This is an open research
for the well-being of the people. Why should
this be kept in so much secrecy?

Now, as you have said, I do not wish to
ask many more questions here. Many
questions have bgen asked by other hon.
Members and 1 think more questions will
follow I demand, before I sit down. the
Minister’s answer has not been at all satis-
factory and cannot possibly be satisfactory.
The Ministry is guilty of the collusion on
this kind of deals with the W. H. O. and
I put it to them. They know 1t very well.
Their officers know it very well as to what
this MAPS is. They know it very well
Either they have not communicated their
knowledge to the Minister or they have not
shared :t with the Minister or the Minister
does not have the memory in order to
reply when to answer questions in this
House. This is an attempt. to take advantage
of the situation that we are very good
people, to suppress the truth. That is point
number one. The other facts have been
brought to light through newspapers including
the PTI on whom you rely so much. We
do not rely on PTI so much but you raly on
PTI and the things are now going against
you, you are disowning PTI, that is your own
affair but in view of the material that has
been published in the Press not today but
for some time past, in view of the complaints
which have been made by the scientists of
the country and the popular feelings of the
country, nothing short of a proper inquiry
constituted of a Committee including Members
of Parliament, scientist and others will satisfy
the House. Therefore, Sir, I would like
through you to impress upon the Govern-
ment, the matter should not be allowed to
rest at this point. lssucs have come up and
the ministerial answer can never rimove
the suspicions, apprehensions in the minds
of the public over a matter of this kind when
we see clearly glaring interference by a military
outfit of the U. S. Government, Nothing
short, therefore, of a public enquiry, competent
enquiry by the scientist and others including




127 Calling Attention to a matier

{Sbri Bhupesh Gupta]
some Members of Parliament would satisfy
the public. T would, therefore, demand such
an inquiry be immediately instituted in the
public interest and in the interest of national
security of the country.

SHRT A. K. KISKU : Sir, certainly in
front of a magnificent speaker like Mr. Bhu-
pesh Gupta I wil never indulge in giving
a lecture. T was only trying to clarify certain
matters that have come out of this Calling
Attention. About MAPS I may repeat
I have nc information whatsoever from my
ministry. If you want to get this informa-
tion, kindly put this question to the Ministry
of Defence.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA : On a pomnt
of information. Why should I ask it from
the Defence Ministry? Why should you not
ask? You are running an institution and
it is publicly stated that intelligence penetra-
tion is taking place, why should you not ask ?

SHRI N. R. CHOUDHURY (Assam) :
What 1s the harm if he asked it?

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA : Harm or no
harm, that is a different matter. What is
the harm if you come on this side and enjoy
here? That isnot the point at all. They
should ask

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : Now let
him answer.,

SHRI A. K. KISKU : Mr. Bhupesh Gupta
has asked some very specific que.tions about
some specific persons and so on and so forth.
T'am not in a position to give detailed answers
now, but I can assure the House that I will
supply all the necessary information

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA : On a point
of order. Kindly sit down, it is a serious
point of crder. I have brought in certzin
specific, you may call them, allegations but
what I believe them to be truth. He can
give the information now or if he does not
have the information, like any othzsr hon.
Minister who believes in honour and public
standard, he should take your permission so
that he can lay the relevant information on
the Table of the House at some later date

{RAJYA SABHA|
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with regard to the specific issues I have
raiscd and the questions T have asked.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : That is

what he is saying.

SHRI A. K. KISKU : That 1s exactly what
1 was going to say. I would say that we
must honour the House, the Members of the
House and every individual Member of the
House. Whatever questions are asked 1
this House by any Member, we are prepared
to supply all the information but as I said,
I cannot give it off-hand. I will surely collect
the information and lay it on the Table of
the House.

SHRI NIREN GHOSH : You have come
to answer the Calling Attention and you are

not prepared.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : He is
going to supply the information. That
ends the matter.

SHRI A. K. KISKU: But it is very
unfortunate that some names have been
mentioned without specific allegations. May
I say also that the W. H. O. recruit con-
sultants and experts from all over the country
and it is a matter of pride that many of our
scientists and experts are being recruited and
employed by the W. H. O. in different parts
of the country and of the world.

AN HON. MEMBER : But your own
officers only are being recruited.

SHRI A. K. KISKU : Our consultants are
going to other parts of the country as well.
The point I am making is, it is unfortunate
that without any specific allegation, if we
cast. .

SHRI NIREN GHOSH : What specific
allegation you want? (Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Niren
Ghosh, let him answer.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA : We have
made specific allegations, giving names and
designations of the officers of your Ministry
who are recru'ted and the officers that are
recruited are only of your Ministry and not
from the Universities or other academic
bodies.
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SHRI A. K. KISKU : I would like to
categorically say that thers is no secrecy
whatsoever about the research projects that
we undertake and about thzir findings.

SHRI NIREN GHOSH : You did not
reply when 1 asked the question and now he
also asked you. What is your answer?

MR. DEPUTY CHATIRMAN : T call Mr.
Rabi Ray now.

ot @ o () oI
gamafT  wgew,. ¥ HAl wgey #
Fgml  ArgAr g R oSt maEdi &
T H Aeg SO @ 8, 9
fto Fro ;fo F @aw ¥ dw1 gE
g1 T9EEE & qer @F F Ay FTew
2l UF sRU A 9z § fF 30 udo
fewmr femedz st 3 swy g
avferr  famzam ® 0 owE o frEn
9 AR Fg s @ ¥ dfew
gadaT B W fwmd T o ®
fmae =g 1.6 fufga =
g FT AFT E | AT AT
az & fr gy fafaf=y w1 &
feqreaz & "o  dio THo Ao,
IOF  TTo  TATAN  IMFWEST AT
1 IR dro o TEe F AT
F gHEEeEar & 1 de A
IHE W AEwE g, SEd A%
F ogg d A1 [H AWM IAA

g5\ o WA ¥ Ag FEy fF

F oz W § A F@EAT FET
T agar g Wit se fAw
T T UFo  We | TW
q7E AT AT FIAT FAE & |
GRS 16 6 U L
fF 2o % FT I To TATE
T o A #ww IR T AN
M w4 v sz faw W
TeTo UHo Mo? HAT ST FTW AW
9§ RSS/ND/74
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W frg Fr e & fF ogo uHomo
I
FWTT AT et TsFo Mo  Hlo
TO& 2 § @wdy St ¥
Toar  uwAr F- fe owA defe
e, M oandge §F #v
[AEEE W 9WE ¥ ur WTE
3 owet mw Bd @ T g
ST E’ﬁ'ﬁm 3'?37‘."}.?{11;3 En EIREGH
& vEr 3§ @A amngar g
fr arMEE ¥ oww weed ¥ oSt
ferd faar st o owr, @ oaw
a= &7 fmr wrr g oaifEs gl
SAFE &1 g2 3 R ag A %7 f7a
w20 ® @z §mar WAt g
fF wm  gefew  deaE @
Fel ax Wy oA # S E o,
ag F41 F= AL & NE1 zmH
7z mifar Fww 2fF aw safew
CEAE O B A s CA T
§9 o A v A R
g wifaT g s A armEm
g # oWy g @ oFwm e
ST W@ 4T A7 o Tdo Hlo
g adf fer ww v ar afew
AYAFT F[  Safcered  USA=T  FIU
frar om vEr AT, S & owa aw
¥ faam w0 A ST oA
TE FEAT T TEEe UFo AUlo
I FROT ST ver AT, ®a A
2y & Hfr ST ¥ QA AEATE
e S o TUFo W0 A HIT
¥ gz foe #T F A9 TET
gqr, @ fgr Avvaa § T g
% F14 = a4 A= Fv @
o ?

SHRI A. K. KISKU : Sir. the Indian
Council of Medical Research recommended on
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4-2-1970 research scheme entitled “Rural
Health Services and Family Planning Utilisa-
tion™ with an estimated cost of Rs. 28.74 lakhs
as an extension of the previous project for
a further period of five years. The basic
goal of the project was to determine the cffect
of health services on family planning practices.
An agreement was executed on 10-9-1970
between Government of India and John
Hopkins University for assistance in the
rescarch project for a period of five years.
The project was reviewed by en Advisory
Committee under the Chairmanship of Director
General of Health Services from time to tima.
The Government of India decidad to terminate
the above research project with effect from
1st January, 1972. PL 480 grant for the pro-
jeet was stopped. It was taken over by the
Tndian Council of Medical Research and
expenditure met from its own regular
budget.

The other points I have already replicd.

SHRI SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY : Sir,
[ will not take more time than Mr. Bhupesh
Gupta and I hope you will equally liberal
with me.

Firstly I would like to congratulate the
science correspondent of the PTI for doing
a first class investigative report of the type
we very rarely have in this country. I only
hope that the Government will not biing
the entire steam roller on him, pursue him.
persecute him and victimise him. but instead
give him an award for doing a good straight
job on a very difficult subject.

I would also like to draw the attention of
House to the fact that last session I had
raised the question of the MAPS. At that
time the Minister was different; it was the
Home Minister. At that time I had said
that a contract has been signed between the
United States army and the Bombay Natural
History Society. For the record I would like
to state the contract number. I would like
the Minwster to either check up with the
Home Ministry or look into his own records
to see if this is not correct and inform the
House of the exact position. The contract
number js DA-CRD-AFP-392-544-69-GI-37

signed betwecen the United States army

[RAJYA SABHA]
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which gives its address as APO which means
Army Post Office, San Francisco. and Bombay
Natural History Socicty. [t names Dr. Sa-
lim Ali to be the principal investigator of
this project. The project is entitled Migra-
tory Animal Pathological Service which is
abbreviated to MAPS,  There are two condi-
tions associated with it. The first is that
whatever research is carricd out two advance
col.ies of the research would be first supplied
1o the United States army and only if the Uni-
ted States army agrees to its publication
will publication be allowed. The second
is that a radar station would be set up to be
manned by the US army personnel in the
NEFA area to track the birds going into
China and back. Now, Mr. Zafar Fatehully,
who is the President of the Bombay Natural
History Society came out with a statement
which the Minister may not have seen. In
it he does not deny what I have said. He
specifically refers to my charge; he does not
tdeny it but he justifies it by saying that the
Russians are also involved in this project. 1
never doubted that; [ only brought out that
an agreement has been signed between the
U. S. army and the Bombay WNatural History
Society to which the Gevernment is implicity
or explicity a party. As far as the Sowviet
Union goes it is very difficult for me to get
such information because of the way the
Soviet Union is organised and the most
unco-operativz behaviour of people like Mr.
Bhupesh Gupta who might otherwise be
in a position to help me. We have to see
the implications of this. It is tracking the
birds flying into China and back in a sensitive
terrain where you have the CIA and KGB
agents crawling all over the place. We
know that the Khampas go periodically
into China and come back with documents.
We know that the membcers of the Bombay
WNatural History Society and U. S. army
personnel went into Bhutan and Sikkim as
part of this project, not for sightsecing but
for the purposes of this project. I would
like to ask the Minister a question in this
regard, Is it not a fact that a vast volume
of secret documents relating to Chinese
movement, organisation and so on was smug-
gled out of this country and taken Lo the
United States CIA Headquartes in Washing-
ton and subsequently after some time it was
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declassified and published by the Stanford
University. The book is called ‘The Politics
of the Red Army’. It is all obtained from the
Khampas by the CIA agents. Now bird
watching is not as simple as the Haryana
Government makes it out. There is a lot more
in bird watching than just bird watching.

In particular it is a vehicle for virus wai=
fare. This is another very serious implication
and I want to know whether he has thought
about it. Suddenly the WHO intervenes and
expresses medical interest in bird watching.
The mosquito unit, GCMU, says that they
are interested in the same problem of mosquito
migration and consequently they would also
like to be a part of this project. They would
like the reports to be submitted to them alonz
with the U. S. Army. Of course, the Govern-
ment of India is nowhere in the picture
excopt that they attend the cocktail parties
given by the WHO. Dr. Rajendra Pal has
been quoted—there is no contradiction-—as
saying that he wants to keep the activitics
secrel, The Minister says that it is not a
secret, but an official of WHO says that he
wants to keep the activities secret because
the  activities are sensitive to the Indian
Press. I do not know what it means because
the Indian Press would raise a hullabaloo
and the Minister would have to sweat it out
in Parliament. Consequently, not concerned
with the Indian Government, WHO has
decided not to make it public, but to keep
it a secret. Another thing I want to ask the
Minister. Most of the projects in which the
WHO, the US Army and the Bombay Natural
History Society are involved, are either
around Delhi or around NEFA. Occasionally
there is a project in Jodhpur where there
is hardly any mosquito, but they are chusmg
mosquitces there.
around

Most of these projects arc
here. Why? Can you give me
a list of these projects? A majority of these
mosquito projects are on the ‘outskirts of
Delhi. 1 would also like to draw the atten-
tion of the Government to the fact that Prof,
H. Laven of West Germany, an eminent pro-
fessor, was invited by WHO as a consultant
for this particular project. After a couple
of months, he announced in February, 1974
that (a) this programme was a hoax and (b)
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the chemicals used for mosquito control
are experimental in nature and dangerous
to human population. His visa was cancelled
and he had to rzport back to West Germany,
We never heard anything more about it.
Why is the WHO behaving like this? Is
the Government in some kind of under-
standing w.th WHO? What is WHO’s role
in the propagation of medicines and drugs
in this couatry? The foreiga companies have
a big liaison with WHO in their prescription
and recommendation. [ would like this also
to be investigatzd. In conclusion, T would
like that tihz whole problem should bz viewad
in its entirety. I am not going to focus on
this as one way of baiting the United States.
That is not ths issus. The questioa is, what
are India’s interest? If the USSR ware doing
it, T would have boen equally as vocal azainst
them as the USA. The question really is
this. Are we in this country i a position
to keep research, whethar in the modical
field or otherwize. safe? My answar is "No'.
With a4 minute’s indulgence 1T would like to
point out that whan I was in th2 lndian Insti-
tute of Technology as a professor, I wrote
a letter to the Home Minister saying that
there were suspictous people who had been
appointed as professors in UT. I did not
include myself tr thai. One of thzn hap-
pened to be a British agent working for the
Americans, This was my allegation. Accord-
ing to his bio-data, he was a truck driver,
but he was made a professor of sociology.
1 wrote to people who are very big and very
close to the Mumister. Of course, what
happened? I lost my job. I am still in the
process of investigating it. Thz question
is whether the Government is feally serious
in doing somecthing about research. Can
you deny that such a contract has been given?
It is supposed to be secret. In view-of that
I have put the question.

SHRI A. K. KISKU : The Member has
asked certain questions azain about CIA and
KGB. [ am sotry [ am not in a position
to answer them.

SHRI SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY : I ne-
ver asked about the CIA and KGB, but is
it a fact that such a contract has been signed?
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SHRI A. K. KISKU: [ may again repeat
that these matter of cspionage or biological
warfare arc absolutely beyond our Ministry’s
jurisdiction,

SHRI SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY: I
seck your prolection. Whose jurisdiction
is it, so that 1 can address a letter to him?

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:
answer,

Let him

SHRI A. K. KISKU : As far as WHO is
concerned, [ may repeat that WHO is an
open  agency of international imporlance
for taking care of the health of the world
at Tlarge. Every nation is collaborating
honestly, scientifically and in all manner pos-
sible, so that the health of the nations may be
presecved. And I may say that WHO is one
organisation with which we have complete
confidence and cooperation.

SHRI SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY : I
would like to interrupt. We are not here
now to hear about WHO. What about the
consultant and why has he resigned ?

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : He has not
yet come Lo it.

Y TRACAA D HE AT A
qEAT F a5 AMAESUA §, TR

AT B FAT HEGFAT E 7SI
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(Interruption)

SHRI A. K. KISKU : I may say agam
that it is very unfortunate that this informa-
tion has come out in a manner which has made
some of the Members rather apprehensive.
But as far as

SHRI SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY : Dur-
ing the last session, long before this report
appeared

SHRI A. K. KISKU : You please put the
question to the Ministry of Defence or the
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Ministry of External Affairs. Then, about
Prof. Laven, he-askcd a question. He is

also working on another method of genctic
control which is called cytoplasmic incom-
patibility i which experimental mosquitoes
are released, which are not incomnatible
with the wild population and thus, there is
reproduction failure. These are all technical
matters. In fact, [ am not in a position....

SHRI SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY : It is
ridiculous.

SHRI A. K. KISKU :....to go into these
technical details. But 1 may once again
say that there is no secrecy whatsoever about
the research projects, and all our documents.
the WHO papers, arc all here.

SHRI SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY : But
invited him? On whose particular
invitation did he come and did he not resign
in disgust daying that the programme is a
hoax and that chemical use will be injuiious?

who

SHRI A. K. KISKU :
not have it.

I am sorry, 1 do

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : He does
not have it. -

DR. K. NAGAPPA ALVA (Karna-
taka) :  Yesterday morning I read five

papers which raiscd this question and the
report of the PTI science correspondent
and it pained me and worricd me to a
large extent as to what extent an article or
report of this kind will have an impact
on the public mind, on the politicians and
on the Members of this august House.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : You ask
clarifications.

DR. K. NAGAPPA ALVA :....and also
the other countrics of the woild which are
members of the WHO.

Sir, I am at the outset appealing to the
Ministry and also the Central Government
that this matter has to be looked into in
detail because the W. H. O. has been an
organisation wvwhich has been away from
politics for years together. If politics has
entered into it, it is for the Ministry to Iool
into the matter.
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Sir, it is also our pride that many of our
scientists and specialist doctors have occu-
pied high positions in all the fields of activity
of the W. H. O. including research. One
thing we have to admit, that in this country
we are very backward in the matter of research,
rescarch in all aspects and, if I may say so,
more so in the field of medicine. The entire
country here is confused. The United States
and Russia have been brought in in different
angles. Tt is clear from the statement as
if we have no confidence in our own people
who have been eminent scientists, as if we
have no trust in their hona fides. Dr. Rajendra
Pal is in charge of the Genetic Control of
Mosquito  Unit (GCMU) at  Deiht. Iis
headquarters i1s in Geneva. He iv the man
who is directing the research here. Then Dr.
Gopalan, Director General of the I. C. M. R.
who has already made a name not only m
India but the entire world, 1s one of our
greatest scientists.  And 1f the kind of criticism
goes on there will be utter confusion. 1
may submut, Sir, with all humihty that the
confidence that js there in the W. H. O. will
be shaken and also other countries of the
world will start thinking that in Tndia cven
promotion of health  and prevention of
disease have been brought into politics.
The calling attention draws attention to the
reported serious concern of the scientific
community. 1 do not think there is at ali
any serious concern in the scientific community.
Rather 1 would say it has become the serious
concern of the politicians and the press and
it has created & kind of contusion.

I may also say that when these people
were questionud by the correspondents the
reply that has been given by Dr. Rajendra
Pal or Dr. Gopalan was quite apt. [t wag
not avoiding a question because it is a well
known fact that the findings should be
kept a secret till a time comes when the
findings are to be given out to the people
of the world, not only to India but to the
different people of the World. But one
thing I must say that the headlines have be-
come an eye openet to the Government and
to this august House. And it is for the Govern-
ment to look into these things whether such
headlines should come in the papers, whether
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we should not as Mcmbers of Parliament look
into the different aspects, more so into the
health problems of the people of this country
about which the Heaith Ministry is concerned.

Whatever it is. there are other aspects
which have been brought out by these headiin-
es, namcly, the question of sovereignty of this
country. the defence of this country and the
freedom of the country wself. Sir, one thing
we have to admit. It is a fact that tweo
countries, Russia and America, ars brought
in this report verv nicely. This Government
and the present lcadership of our country
have always been saying that the C. L. A. is
playing a very dangerous parl. And there
is no doubt whatsoever that the KGB is also
playing a dangerous part. [ want an inquiry
to be held by the Central Government as to
what part they are playing in s'ich things.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : Yes, please
wind up.

DR. K. NAGAPPA ALVA : My question
is whether the Mmistry will prepare a note
on these research projects and the findings so
far with ditferent collaborations, to what extent
they have succeeded, what are the other
projects that are before them and in what
way the diseases should be eradicated in this
country, and to <how at the same time that
no agency or no country whatsoever plays any
part which will be dangerous to the freedom,
progress and happiness of this country.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : Yes, the
Minister will answ o now,

SHRI A. K. KISKU: Sir, Dr. Aha s a
most knowledgeable peison about matters of
health. We have got a tremendous amount
of help and gwdance from bim in different
ways. And 1 appreciate his most objective
assessment  of to-days’ Calling  Attoation
motion.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: So you say
that! You did not have a good word fou
us.

SHR1 A. K. KISKU : The sovereignty
of our country is most dear to us, to all of us
and we are prepared to face any situation
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where the soveréignly will be at stake.  But
at the same time, in matters of science or in
projects for human heaith or in matters like
this, we consider all countries--America,
USSR or Japan-—as friendly countries. Sir,
he said that the Ministry of Health should come
out with a note on different research projects.
Here is a report on Genetic Controt of Mos-
quitoes, Genesis of Communicable Diseases,
which 1s about to come. This will be placed
in the Library of Parliafient. Here is the
report of the Task Force on Genetic Control
and Biological Control of Pests. Here is
the report of the WHO rescarch projects
that are undertaken in this country.

SHRI SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY : What
about MAPS?

SHRI A. K. KISKU: [ told you the
Ministry of Health has no knowledge of the
activities of MAPS and we have no connection
whatsoever them. | would be very
grzteful to you if  you would kindly put
this question to the Ministry of Defence.
Probably they will be able to give you the
information. Thut is all I have to say.

with

SHRI HARSH DEO MALAVIYA (Uttar
Pradesh) :  Sir, { must unfortunately agree
with  my friends on the other side that the
replies that we have received are far from
satisfactory and do not throw full light on
a question which has very seriously agitated
all of us. I would also agree with Dr. Alva
that the WHO s an established world organi-
sation and it is working in 143 countries,
doing good work in places and we should not
do anything to tar the whole WHO with the
black brush. But we have not also to forget
that the WHO, like so many other United
Nations agencies, is infiltrated by not very
desirable people, by the CIA also.

SHRI SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY : By
the KGB.

SHRI HARSH DEO MALAVIYA : Yes,
I do not mind. May be by the KGB, may be
by MI-5 of Britain, may be by some Waest
German organisation or by anybody. 1 am
just refernng to the CIA because here the
co-operation has been with the US people. It
is known-—1 will be very brief, 1 will just ask
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2 few questions-—that the US spent about
21.6 million dollars over a seven-year period
for reseatch in weather war and the result
of this research was used in a very effective
way in Vietnam. We know that type of
research is not excluded in American and
CIA projects. Also it s well known 1n the who-
le world that some Latin American countries
like Haiti, Uruguay and Paraguay were
made usc of by the CIA to conduct research
in defoliation and that research results was
used very effectively in Vietnam and entire
arecs were denuded of any crop. So this
is the background. Certain very telling
facts have been brought to the notice of the
House by Dr. Subramanian Swamy. In
fact, we must give credit to him that in the
Jast session also, in referring to the Bombay
Natural History Society, he had pointed
out these things which were later confirmed,
and even a Soviet scientist later said that
certain birds flying from India were used to
put some viruses. ctc., in the USSR. So...

SHRI N. G. GORAY: Did the Soviet
scientist say that? Will you corroboraie
it? He has been quoted here, T know.. .

SHRI HARSIH DEO MALAVIYA : You
may noi have read ir.

SHRT N. G. GORAY: | have read 1.

SHRI HARSH DEO MALAVIYA: [ have
also read i,

What I mzan to say is that the whole affair
is not so clean and the Muinister cannot just
say WHO is very good and we trust it. May be,
it is very good. But through WHO they have
made his infiliradion. Now T wani to ask
some very specific questions to which the
Mimster has just to say, “‘Yes™ or “No”.
I do not wan 1o say & roundabout thing.
My firse question is this: Is there a hush-hush
atmosphere in the WHO research? I has
been alleged in the newspapers, and it has been
stated by knowledgzable people, that there 15 4
hush-hush atmosphere and the results are
no known and even there are closed-door
meetings. Is it a fact? Is it a fact thai the
USA is finanzing the project and the US
Army is the recipient

of these  research
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findings? A (uestion about this has been
asked to which no reply has yet been given.
I35 it a Mot that th: USA s financing the
project and the US Army s the recipient
of those research findings?
question number two. Then myv fhird
question 1s this: Were the PL480 funlds at
the disposal of the US Embassy used to
finance these research

That is my

piojecis? If you
not gor the answer now, you may give it later.
But thzse are very clear and concrete questions.
Then my fourth question is:  Were fthe
experiments by the GCMU. the BNHS and
the institution at Jodhrur actually conducted
and, if they were conducted, will the Minister
kindly place the results of these researches on
the Table of the House? Then my fifth
question is: Was the GCMU set up in 1969
againsi the advice of Indian scientists? Is it
a fact that Indian scientists advised speci-
fically against the setiing up of the GCMU
and that it was sc: up in spite of their advice
against it? My last question is this: Tsit a
fact that in the WHO collaboration in this
coun.ry most of the people employed are not
people from the academic ficlds, but generally
officers of the Ministry, health officers and
Health Moaisiry  officials, who draw fat
salaries and who are very clever in hiding
cve.‘ylhir\zc from ths Mmister and the Mini-
ster dozs -ot know anything? And th:n,
Sir, my last point is [ demand that a three-
hour or Shorc Duration discussion may be
allowed on Jhis question in chis House.

SHRI A. K. KISKU : Sir, many of the
questions are only repetitions, About the
first guesiion” whather there is any hush-
hush, T would say, “*No™. About the US
Army bzing supphed with the findings Y
would say. “No”. About PIL-480 funds,
as [ have alrcady said, WHO receives funds
from different sources. But whatever re-
scarch project is underiaken in India, that is
b2ing vciied by the ICMR. About the
GCMU res:arch findings. T will surely see
that all thz rescarch findings are placed on the
Table of the House when they are ready.
About the officers of the WHO, T have no
informuion. But as T he already committed
to 3171 Bhip:sh Gapta, T will surely ook

into it and place all the facts on the Table of |

the House.
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SHRI HARSH DEO MALAVIYA : Wae
the GCMU set an againsr the advice of the
Indian scientists?

SHRI A. K. KISKU : GCMU was sec up
with the full suppost of Health scientists.
1. does not have any nen-technical Healch
Ministry officials.
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