|| Oral Answery

RAJYA SABHA

Monday: the 24th February, 1975/the  Sth
Phalguna 1896 (Saka)
The House met at eleven of the clock.
Nr. Deputy Chairman in the Chair
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
Maintenance of Railway Coaches,

*121. SHRI KHURSHED ALAM KHAN :+

SHRI Q ASIM ALI ABID :
SHR1 MAQSOOD AL! KHAN :
SHRI S. HASHMI :
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state :

(a) whether Government are aware that
the maintenance of railway coaches, parti-
cularly of metre gauge trains, is in most
deplorable condition |

(b) whether it i$ also a fact that even in
First Class compartments, fans and lights
are usually missing ; and

(c) whether it is also a fact that compart-
ments and carriages have been running in
this condition for the last about 2 years
and no action has been taken to repair and
renovate those ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI) : (3) 1o (©)
The maintenance of coaches including those
on Metre Gauge has improved and is gene-
rally satisfactory. However, in spite of all
our eflorts, deficiencies do occur at times,
due pmmarily to large scale acts of vanda-
lism, thefts or sometime fatlure of equip-
ment, delayed supphies of material and
lapses in upkeep and maintenance. Such
deficiencies are also noticed in some first
class compartments.

Efforts have been intensified to further
improve the cleanliness and maintenance
of passenger coaches. Apart from all the
coaches n service being periodicully over-
hauled, defects, deficiencies, i anv, and
cleanliness are attended to at the end of
almost every tnip.  Svstem of monitoring
at various levels. the condiucn of coaches
exists on all Railways.

SHRI KHURSHED Al AM KHAN :
Sir, once upon a time, the Railways were
known for their regular and preventive
maintenance  system. But, since last
two years, It appears, the workshops are

#The question was actually asked on the
floor of the House by Shri Khurshed
Alam Khan.
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absolutely out of gear and the maintenance
is completely neglected, May I, therefore,
know from the hon. Minister whether it
is a fact that the maintcnance schedule of
coaches is not being adhered to and con-
sequently the upkeep and maintenance
has completely deteriorated 2 And what
is being done to improve it, including the
under-carriage maintenance which is some-
times the cause of derailments.

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI
Sir, it is true that on certain Railways,
especially the South Eastern and Eastern
Railways, the condition of maintenance is
far from satisfactory and every cflort is
now being made to see that all amcnities
are provided to the passengers. As the hon.
Member mentioned, under-carriage thelts
are witnessed. It is true that this area has
been infested with such thefts and necessary
precautionary measures have been taken.
And we have to devise new measures because
the moment we start some anti-pllt'erage
devices, the pilfcrers or the thieves are more
alert and they go onindulging in thefts
after that is done. But, Sir, we are
tuking every precaution to provide amenities
Lo passengets.

SHRI KHURSHED ALAM KHAN
Anart from the unsatisfactory maintenance,
may I know from the hon. Minister whether
1t is a fact that the theft of the fittings and
equipments 1s another reason for this sorry
state of affairs 7 And usually this happens
when the rakes are stabled in the vards
We are told that there are 60.000 Rail-
way Protection Force policemen. What
are they doing ° Why the responsibility
cannot be fixed on them ftor this sorry state
of affairs ?

SHRI MOHD. SHAF! QURESHI
Sir, it 1s true that certain lapses were noticed
on the washing Iine 1tself where the trains
are stabled for washing. It is there that
every fitting has to be checked before the
train 1s brought to the platform. Sir,
recently 1 wisited the New Delthi Railway
Station. 1 myself found. that the trains on
the washing line were not properly main-
tained, and the occupancy had already gone
up to 70 per cent on the washing line iself.
So. we have taken necessary disciplinary
action against the erring staff. And all
precautions are necessary (o see that this
type of thing does not happen in the Rail-

ways.
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SHRI SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY : Sir,
1 would like to know from the Minister as
to what is the basis for his saying that the
Railways are taking further steps to improve
the maintenance of  railway coaches
and carriages. I came from Ludhiana only
today by Frontier Mail and was travelling
in Coach No. 683. The coach was so bad
that it did not have lights, the seats
would not come down to form a bed, the
bathroom and the sink were dirty and the
water was gushing out, I would like to
know from the Minister in specific terms the
reason why the number of rail coaches that
are being retirel at present is much
higher than what it was before. What
index does he have to inform the Parlia-
ment that the Railways have taken further
steps to improve the railway coach quality
when in fact | have noticed a further dec-
line ?

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI
Sir, as | have already stated, the efficiency
of Railways depends to a large extent on the
efficiency of the passengers who use it.
Whatever fittings are there for passenger
amenities, those have to be maintained.
But, unfortunately, because of a large
number of thefts and pilferages, replace-
ment has to be made on a quick basis.
1 know that it has been provided and yard-
sticks have been fixed that each coach will
have the following amenities, namely, that
it must have water facilities. that it must
have fans, that it must have appropriate
lights and that 1t must have proper cushions
and seating arrangements. But. unfortu-
nately, as I said certain anti-social elements
indulge n thefts and pilferages and remove
certain fitungs. These arc duly replaced.
It is not that we have not provided amenities.
It is the question of maintarnng these ameni-
ties at a  standard level. For that we
are now thmking of giving more powers
to the Railway Protection Force so that they
are also in a position to see that the Railway
property 15 not pilfered.

[ RAJYA SABHA |
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SHRI SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY
How is it then that there are still these oll
dilapidated coaches °

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI
Those are being replaced.

QURESHI :

SHRI KHYOMO LOTHA : Sir, we find
that power failure is not only taking place
in cities and towns but also on the trains
with the result that passengers have to
travel in fear and danger all the time. It
has been noticed that most of the fans
and showers on the Assam Mail by which
I travel are not working. In view of the
fact that the train journey to North-Eastern
States is very lengthy and sternuous and also
in view of the fact that during summer
especially during monsoon period air
service to these parts becomes very irregular,
I would like to know from the Minister
whether Government is contemplating or
would like to ntroduce better coaches or
air-conditioned coaches like, the Kalka
Mail, to these North-Eastern States.

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI
Sir, the hon. Member had earhier referred
this matter to me and we had discussions on
this also. 1 hope he will be able to note
some improvement in the maintenance of
coaches in that area. It may not be possible
for us to introduce air-conditioning coaches
now but we will certainly see that mainte-
nance of coaches is improved in this patti-
cular region.

DR. R. K. CHAKRABARTI - In the
northern and sourthern sections of Sealdah
section in the Eastern Railway 90 per cent
of the local EMU coaches do not have any
doors, fans, lights, not even scats. May
I know from the hon. Railway Minister
whether he knows that there is an
unholy collusion among 2 section of the
railway officers, RPF officers and the busi-
ness community over there because they self
the same <tolen goods back to the Rallways™
} would like to know what the Government
is proposing to do in order to check these
things and improve the condition of the
EMU coaches in these 1wo scctions in
Scaldah.

SHR1 MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI : As
| have already said, the condition in the south
and north sections  of the Eastern Railway
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is far from satisfactory, Now we have taken
a decision that the persons from whom
the stolen railway property is recovered
will be held under MISA. That may be a
deterrent for the time being. We have
identified the area and intensified patrolling
by RPF.

SHRI N. G GORAY : 1 hope, MISA
will not be applied to passengers. Sir, {
wanted to draw attention of the Minister—
I am not talking of thefts of anything—
that he must have noticed, at least all of
us have noticed that so far as the electric
supply in the railway trains is concerned,
as soon as the train starts moving the lights
become dimmer and when only it goes on
aceelerating its speed then the lights become
sharper. As soon as it comes nearer the
station, again the lights become dimmer.
This is point number one.

Secondly, i the First Class coaches you
hive provided lights for reading but those
Jights never work and you cannot read.
I would like to ask him, it is not a question
of anybody having removed anything, it
is a question of keeping in order
what has already been installed and what is
already there, *“Why is it that it does not
give us satisfactory service 7’

SHR1 MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI[
Sir, for sometime past we have noticed that
our whole battery sets and dynamo sets
are removed from carriages and there has
also been shortage of battery in the country.
It is a fact that we are not able to provide
battery in good condition in the coaches,
overaged battery was being used. Now
the battery position has improved and there-
yore, this thing will improve.
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SHRI G. LAKSHMANAN : Sir, in
Southern Railway the position of railway
coaches is very bad. Is it because the
coaches are very old, that they have been
remodeiled or rebuilt? 1 would like to
know whether the hon. Minister has travel-
led on the Southern Railway in these metre
gauge trains. 1 would like to know the
number of coaches in  metre grage and
the broad gauge that have been introduced
from the ycar the coaches were made in
the Integral Coach Factory,

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI:
Sir, the older coaches are discarded because
they are no longer put on the track and the
same are replaced with the new ones.
Whereer it is possible to improve the exist-
ing coaches that is also being done.

SHRI G. LAKSHMANAN : I want to
know the number of coaches in metre
gauge and the broad gauge that have been
introduced from the year the coaches were
made in the Integral Coach Factory.

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI: [
do not have the figure, available here.
1 will supply it to the hon. Member.

%[ 1 Hindi transliteration.
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SHRI YASHPAL KAPUR : Sir, is it a
fact that one of the main reasons for poor
maintenance of the equipment in the coaches
is because the coach attendants have been
reduced to the status of ‘“khalasi’ and they
are very much dissatisfied with the terms of
their service ? There are trained people,
mechanics and others. They can certainly
iook after that. Would the Government
do something to remedy the situation ?

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI
This is something new which has been
brought th my notice. | will look into
it.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN
Question,

Next

Proposals for oil exploration

*]122. SHR! SHYAMLAL GUPTA :
Will the Minister of PETROLEUM AND
CHEMICALS be pleased to state ;

(a) the proposals under consideration to
step up oil exploration in the country and
the areas which are being cxplored at pre-
sent ;

(b) whether multi-national oil companies
have made any proposals in this regard ;
and

(c) if so, what are the details thereof, and
the names of the companies and the reaction
of Government with regard *hereto ?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS (SHRI K. D. MALA-
VIYA) : (a)to (c) A statement giving the
requisite information is laid on the Table
of the Sabha.

Statement

(a) The measures taken and proposed to
be taken by the ONGC for intensifying
exploration efforts and for maximising indi-
genous production of crude oil have been
included in the Fifth Five Year Plan. The
objectives enumerated in the Fifth Plan
include :—

(i) extension of exploration work to
almost all sedimentary basins of India
on land and to a limited extent in offshore,

[ RAJYA SABHA ]
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wherever possibilities of finding hydco-
carbons exist, on geologic:l considerations ;

(1) quick development of the already
discovered oil fields ;

(iii) maximum utilisation of the existing
production wells ;

(1v) wider application of  secondary
recovery methods. The cxploration work
is planned to be intensified on land in
Jammu and  Kashmir, Himcachal Pra-
desh, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, West
Bengal, Tripura, Nagaland and Tamil
Nadu—besides continuing exploration
and development activities in Gujarat
and Assam as well as in the offshore
arecas particularly in the Bombay High
area. The Oil India Limited, apart from
proving the extent and developing the
resources of its two important oil fields
at Nahorkatiya and Moran m Assam, has
undertaken intensive exploration for ol
at Tengakhat, Nagajan, Jorajan, and
Tarajan areas (all in Assam) and at Khar-
sang in Arunachal Pradesh.

As per present assessment, indigenous
production of crude o1l in 1978-79 is esti-
mated at 12 million tonnes.

(b) and (¢) Certain proposals received
from some foreign oil companies for oil
exploration are under consideration. 1t
is not in the public interest to disclose
any details in this regard. -

SHRI SHYAMLAL GUPTA : Sir, in
item (a) (iv) of the statement, the hon’ble
Minister says that wider application of
secondary recovery methods in the Fifth
Plan will be made. The exploration work
is to be intensified on land in Jammu and
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh,
etc. May | ask from the hon’ble Minister
as to how much time it will take for planning
and then intensifying the work? Now, Sir,
he says that negotiations are going on with
the various foreign oil companies. May [
know from the hon'ble Minister what 1s
the percentage of crude that is likely to be
shared, if any, with the foreign oil exploring
companies, and for what period, and at what
prices? Whether the Government have
agreed to this clause in the agreement ?



