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.53 Written Answers
Reduction in Drug Prices

*146. SHRI GANESH LAL MALI : Will
the Minister of PETROLEUM AND
CHEMICALS be pleased to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that the prices of
drugs can be reduced by 25 per cent by
saving on advertising and packing;

(b) if so, whether any steps are being taken
in this direction; and

(c) whether the National Convention of
Economic Independence and Perspecti\e of
Drug Industry has recommended the
nationalisation of drug industry ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND
CHEMICALS (SHRI K. R. GANESH): (a)
and (b) Government of India have set up a
Committee on Drugs and Pharmaceutical
Industry under the Chairmanship of Shri
Jaisukhlal Hathi, whose terms of reference,
inter alia, include ;

"To examine the measures taken so far
to reduce the prices of drugs for the
consumer and to recommend such further
measures as may be necessary to rationa-
lise the prices of basic drugs and formula-
tions."

The Committee is expected to submit its
report by April, 1975. It is expected that a
more precise idea regarding the share of
advertisement and packaging in the cost of
drugs of different types would be available
after this report is received. There is strong
opinion in the country that there is scope to
reduce the present prices by saving on
advertisement and packing. The extent of
reduction possible would be known on receipt
of the report of the Committee. Such action
as is necessary will be taken by Government
in the light of the recommendations of the
Committee.

(¢) "The Convention has recommended
that all units of the pharmaceutical and drug
industry with foreign equity cnpibl parti-
cipation should be nationalised.
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Appointment of new workers in Bihupur
and Manasi

*147. DR. RAMKRIPAL SINHA: Will
the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state :

(a) whether a list of the workers who
have been continuously working in Bihupur
and Manasi tinder Samastipur Division of
North Eastern Railway for the last four/five
years, has been prepared;

(b) whether it is a fact that the Assistant
Engineers and other concerned authorities in
Bihupur and Manasi areas are appointing
new workers instead of  appointing
those workers
for ilve
last so many years; and

(c) if so, what are the reasons there
for and whether Government propose
the concerned authorities |
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t[ ] English Translation.



