
53 Written Answers [24 JULY 1974] to Questions 54 

1 [Import of Wheat  
-83. SHRI O. P. TYAGI: 

SHRI K. L. N. PRASAD: 

SHRI GURMUKH    SINGH MU-
SAFIR: 

SHRI J. S. TILAK: 

SHRI A. G. KULKARNI: 

Will the Minister of FOOD AND 
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state: 

(a) the names of the countries with whom 
negotiations have been finalised for importing 
wheat: and 

(b) the rate at which wheat is likely to be 
purchased in each country?] 

 
fiTHE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI 
ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE):  (a) and (b) 
Commercial purchases of foodgrains are made 
in the market at the most advantageous terms 
at any given time and as such no negotiations 
with the Government of the exporting country 
are involved. However, enquiries continue to 
be made about prices, availability etc., in the 
main exporting countries. Since purchases are 
made at the prevailing market prices, it is not 
possible to indicate the prices payable for 
future purchases.] 

t[    ] English translation. 

Health Hazards in Calcutta 

*84. SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA : SHRI 
SANAT KUMAR RAHA: SHRI I. D. 
SINGH: DR. Z. A. AHMAD: SHRI L.    
MAHAPATRO: 

Will the Minister of HEALTH AND 
FAMILY PLANNING be pkased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that according to 
the Calcutta Metropolitan Development 
Authority 2.2 million in Calcutta and 2 lakhs 
people in greater Calcutta are slum and 
pavement dwellers; 

(b) if so, whether it is also a fact that this 
is seriously jeopardizing public health in the 
city; and 

(c) whether the Central Governme"* 
have b?en approached by West Bengal 
Government for assistance to improve the 
situation in this regard? 

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND 
FAMILY PLANNING (DR. KARAN 
SINGH) : (a) Precise information is not 
available. The Government of West Bengal 
have, however, roughly calculated the Basti 
population in Calcutta Metropolitan District at 
2.08 million. 

(b) Yes, Sir. 
(c) The Central Government have pro-

vided grants for the Basti Improvement 
Scheme in Calcutta to the extent of Rs. 10.39 
crores during the period 1970-71 to 1973-74. 

Huge Illicit Traffic in Drugs of Every 
day use 

*85. SHRI BIPINPAL DAS: 
SHRI HARSH DEO MALAVIYA: 
SHRI SARDAR AMJAD  ALT: SHRI 
N. R. CHOUDHURY: SHRI 
KAMALNATH JHA: 

Will the Minister of HEALTH AND 
FAMILY PLANNING be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that there is a large 
scale illicit traffic in drugs of every day use; 


