37 Written Answers

(a) whether it is a fact that a scheme is
being drawn up to operate extensive coking
coal mines in Ramgarh and Kedla areas; and

(b) if so, the details of the scheme and the
action being taken by Government in this
regard?]
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t{THE MINISTER OF STEEL AND
MINES (SHRI K. D. MALAVIYA): (a) Yes,
Sir.

(b) It is proposed to develop an open cast
mine in Ramgarh for a production of 3.5
million tonnes of coking coal and also to set
up a washery to deal with this input with
Soviet assistance. So far as Kedla area is
concerned, the Central Mine Planning and
Design Institute of Coal Mines Authority
Limited is preparing scheme to develop this
area for the production of 2 million tonnes of
coking coal per annum.]

Stock Pile of Manganese Ore

+133. SHRI NAND KISHORE BHATT:
Will ihe Minister of STEEL AND MINES be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Manganese Ore
(India) Ltd., is contemplating to retrench six
thousand labourers due to non-disposal of
manganese ore stock piled in Madhya
Pradesh; and

t[ ] English translation.

[26 JULY 1974]

to Questions 38

(b) if so, what proposals the Central
Government have for the utilisation of these
stocks?

THE MINISTER OF STEEL AND MINES
(SHRI K. D. MALAVIYA): (a) In view of
accumulation of stocks, failure of ferro-
mangancse producers to lift contracted
quantities of ore as well as refusal to pay a
fair price for the sane and consequent Cash
Deficits, Magnanese Ore (India) Limited had
asked f.>r Government's permission to close
some mines and to retrench about 6,000
workers. Government has refused to give
permission either to close the mines or to
retrench workers.

(b) Ferro-manganese producers are being
asked to lift adequate quantities of ore
regularly as well as to pay a price which will
enable MOIL to operate without loss.

Steel Plant at Bailadila

*134. SHRI NAGESHWAR PRASAD
SHAHI:

SHRI NATHI SINGH:
SHRI JAGDISH JOSHI:
SHRI GUNANAND THAKUR:

Will the Minister of STEEL AND MINES
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government propose to open a
Steel Plant in Bailadila which is situated in
one of the most backward tribal districts of
the country;

(b) if not, what are the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STEEL AND MINES
(SHRI K. D. MALAVIYA): (a) and (b) In
connection with the studies to be undertaken
for the long-term steel development
programme, the Steel Authority of India
Limited have commissioned Metallurgical and
Engineering Consultants (India) Limited for
preparing a Feasibility Report for a steel plant

in the Bailadila region of Madhya
Pradesh.
Due to the severe constraint on resources,

such Feasibility Studies can be made use of
only while considering proposals I for the
future Five Year Plans.



