RAJYA SABHA
Wednesday, the 20th Apiil, 2G5E730 Chaitra, 1927 (Saka)
The House met at efsven of the clock,
MR CHAIRMAN in the Chair.
ORAL AMSWERS TOQUESTIONS
Concern over 3ale of F-1€ Alrcraits by US to Pakistan
*381.SHRIMAT! SUSHMA SWaRAJ T
SHRI PRAMOD MARAJAN:
Wiili the Minister of DEFENCE be E,W{;‘::.JJ 1o siate:
(a) whether india is concernad aver e offer of America to give F-16
aicrafts to Pakistan;

(b) if so, whether india has sxpessed {5 concern to the American
Govemment;

(c) what is the impact on the cag. . vy GI e Indian Alr Force vis-a-vis
Fatistan Air Force,

(d) the number of £--1& au

(e} whether US has oare . i:d other ilitary aid to India; and

(f) if so, the details and Government's iesponse therelo?

THE MINISTER OF Do FENCE (SHKRI FRANAB MUKHERJEE) (a) and
(b) The Government of india have been :nformed by the United States(US)
Administration about their intention (¢ seek Cangressicnal approval for the
supply of F-16 aircraft to Pakistan. | .dia has expressed its disappoint-
ment and concern to the United Statcs on the proposed sales.

(c) The supply wiil enhance the capability of the Pakistan Air Force,

ind would have to be edequzicly fscivred inw our operational plans and
wodemization programme.

wis daeet of indian Air Force;

The question was actuslly asked ou the fiour of the House bv ‘Shrimati Sushma
Swaraj.
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(d) The Indian Air Force does not have F-16 aircraft in its inventory.

(e) The US has cieared the US manufacturers of F-16 and F-18 aircraft
to respond to an indian Request for Proposai (RFP) for Medium Muiti-Role
Combat Aircraft for the Indian Air Force when itis issued. The US has also
offered to meet India's needs in other areas of advanced defence technoio-
gies, and enter into production arrangements for defence-related equip-
ment with Indian defence industries.

(f) All relevant factors are kept in mind while arriving at any decision
regarding modernization.
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SHRI PRANAB MUKHER.JEE: Sir, the hon. Member is experiencet
administration and she has aiso heard this type of phrases while refer.

to relations with other countries. We are disappointed and, at the sas
time, we express our concern. 'Disappointment' because we wantec
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have composite dialogue with Pakistan. Composite dialogue with Pakistan
is going on. Confidence-Building measures are going on and in that context
if suddenly a decision is taken to arm Pakistan with such weapons which
are used for a full-fledged war, it is disappointing. Apart from
the Prime Minister expressing disappointment and concern, when the
Defence Secretary visited India, | had a talk with him and when | was told
that these weapons are given to encourage Pakistan to fight against
terrorists, | respectfully and firmly pointed out that these types of weaons
are not used tc flight against terrorists.

These types of weapons are required to manage a full-fledged opera-
tion, a fuli-fledged war. Therefore, if, despite knowing India's concern, they
have done, | do feel there are reasons to feel this disappointment. Of
course, we will have 'concern', whenever it is done to match. Defence
preparedness is done notis isolation. defence preparedness is always in
the context of the capacity of potential adversary. naturally, we wili have to
spend more; we will have to divert a littie bit of our rescurces.And
resources are always a constraint for a developing country. Keeping in
view that defence gets top priori'ty, and—the Opposition leader will agree
with me having the experiences of being both the Finance Minister and the
Defence Minister, this, naturally, will always be a concern to the person
concened. Therefore, [ think that neither is it & diplomatic failure nor shoulid
ine hon. Member be too concerned with these two phrases.
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. SHRi PRANAB MUKHERJEE: | myself had stated at one point of time
that it might trigger. | am not saying that it wili trigger, but it may trigger an
unintended arms race, which ait of s, both India and Pakistan, should try
to avoid.

SHRI PRAMOD MAHAJAN: Mr. Chairman, Sii, the American offer of
F-16 or F-18 has nothing to do with the security of either India or Pakistan.
Basically, it is to save the Lockheed Martin Corporation, which is part of
the Texas State to which the President belongs, from going bankrupt by
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2008. Fresident Bush (Seniorj did the samie thing by offering 150 F-16 to
Taiwan. Such a simail counry never needed that! President Bush (Junior)
is now repeating the same thing. With this background, and in the light of
what Sushmaiji hias just said, when the buses are crossing, when the
trains are planned, when the cricket rmatches are being played, when the
artists are going to have excelient reiations between India and Pakistan,
under such circumstances, will the Governrment of india initiate a dialogue
with Pakistan and vili both of us jointly say to the Americans 'No; thank
you'?

SHKRI PRANAR MUKHERIEZE: Sir, as mentoned in my reply, wiren it
wiil be considered necessary, a Request for Proposal will be made. Mow,
what has happened is, the U.S. Adminisiration has permitted the U.8.
manufacturing companies {o resuond to a Reguest for Proposal. As and
“whnen the situation arises, whei we tioat the Reguest for Froposal, and
when they respond, then we will iook into it whether we should or should
not go in for it. The second cna......

SHR! PRAMOD MAHAJIAN L am sorry, i, he bas not answered my
guestion.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: The second one is not a question: it is
a suggestion. You do not want 1o seek any clanfication from me!

SHR! PRAMOD MAHAJAN: You car respond evan o a suggestion.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: The hon Merrhe s suggestion has bizen
noted, but! cannot respond in either way

SHRI PRAMOD MAHAJAN: Thank vou, Sir. it will go to the Assur-
ances Committee in due course.

SHRIPRANAB MUKHERJGEE: But, 1 said, | cannot respond in either way!

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: Sir, | am really pleasantly surprised by this
develocpment where | think our view is getling endorsement from a very
wide section of the House, and itis a vary welcome development. Sir, the
hon. Prime Minister is going W ivione a statement on the talks that he had
with President Mushatraf later o in the day. | think the basic question
which arises out of the whole sequence of developments about F-16, F-18
and so on and so forth, is whether the Government envisages that these
have very prominent potents in terms of derailing the process of negotia-
tions between India and Pakistan.
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Hitis so, what wowed e {'3’
that kind of an eventusality

SHRIPRANAB MUKHE \ S L ot ke (o c‘i‘f:n va!
ment, whether this pamcu: ar3aie s Lo
tionship between these two cou'n B8, T e S DL ]
since the inception, since the days of IJ:ATO iri the eariy ifties, Pakistan
has been receiving sophisticated weapons from the U‘SA and with that
situation we lived for the last 57 vears. tven today, right now, they are
having thirty-two F-18 aircraft in thelr inventory. Butwhat | can say is that
there are very positive dm/eloprnent' which have been endorsed by all
political parties. During the visit of President Musharraf there had been
certain very positive developments and if both sides try to develop and
begin to accelerate the pezce process, without being scared by the threats
from those who do notwant peace, it would be possible for us to improve
the relationship further.

DR. FAROCQ ABDULLAHR: Sir, first of all, { would like to congratuiate
the Governmient for the meeting that they nad with the President of Pakistan.
While confidence building measures are a maior factor in the present day
discussions, America plays a major role and none of you agreed to state
that their previous suggestion was to divide Kashmir inte five different
regions. This is one.

Secondily, is it not right to call the people who belong to the main
parties and to our part of Indiz ic the meeiings before vou meet the
President of Pakistan so that we couid aiso put our views aboit the things?
What would you like to say about this?

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: Sir, | think, 30 far as consultation is
concerned, soime sort of informal consuitation always tzkes place before
important visits take place. Frankly speakinq this is not related {c the
question which we are discussing it is moe related ic the consuitation
pocess and building up of consensus amang political parties. Good
suggestions are atways welcome and we can er!om these possibilities
furtherin the future.

SHRIMANOJ BHATTACHARYA, Sir, my question is whether, based on
the evidences and experiences of ours—-it is quite perpetual and traditional
in nature—the USA is pampering the nen-democratic countries by way of
supplying arms and by way of giving them some advantages in different
places only {o suit their purpose, particularly, the purpose of the mulfina-
tional corporations of the USA. | would like to know whether India is going to
reconsider the question of inint military exercises with the US forces.
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SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: Sir, we are already having some joint
axercises. Visits take place, participation in the Air Force Exercises takes
place; participation in the Naval Exercises takes place. So, there is nothing
new in it. It is taking place not only with the USA but also with a large
number of countries. So far as the foreign policy of every country is
concerned, where the USA is no exception, the foreign policy of every
country is basically to promote its own interest, not the interest of the
others. There is nothing new in it.

SHRiI YASHWANT SINHA: Sir, the US Defence Secretary was in
Pakistan two days ago, before President Musharraf came to India. He is,
according to Press reports, reporied to have said that not only the supply
of F-16 but also other new defence needs of Pakistan in terms of arms and-
equipment will be met by the US. Now, Pakistan has been demanding -
military parity with India and indications to this effect were given by President
Musharraf when he was recently in india.

My question to the Defence Minister is: Does India accept this demand
for military parity of Pakistan? if not, what steps are we envisaging to keep
ahead of Pakistan in defence preparedness?

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: So far as the question of parity is
concerned, it is not possible because the objective conditions are not the
same. We have vast length of our berders. Our borders are comparatively
much larger; our coastal lines are much larger than that of Pakistan.
Therefore, it is simply not posaible that there can be some sort of parity.
Somebody may express his desire, but every couniry prepares itself to
protect its own border in the context of its own threat perception, own
perception, of security. It is not dependent on others. Therefore, whatever
we consider necessary {o protect cur territory, to be ready with any
eventuality, we shouild continue to do so.

Grant for Swajaldhara Scheme

*382. SHRP! A VIJAYARAGHAVAN: Will the Minister of RURAL
DEVELOPNMENT be pleased tc state:

(a) whether it is a fact that granis are sanctioned to various projects
under the 'Swajaldhara’ scheme for drinking water supply;

(b) if so, the details including the number of projects submitted,
approved and grant allotted and utilized under the scheme during the last
three years, year-wise, State-wise and category-wise,

(c) whether any proposal submitted frorn Malappuram district of Kerala
for drinking water supply under the scheme which is pending before the
competent authority as on tcday,
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