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Vice-Chairman  (Shri  S. S.  Mariswamy)  in 
the Chair. 

RESOLUTION   Re    REORGANISATION OF 
HIGHER EDUCATION— Contd. 

SHRl MAQSOOD ALI KHAN (.Mysore): Mr. 
Vice-Chairman, Sir, we are indebted to Dr. V, P. 
Dutt for having moved a resolution by which the 
whole of the education system in India is being 
considered by this august House. Sir, when Dr. Dutt 
was remarking about the educational system in India 
its shortcomings and the achievements in whatever 
manner they had been rather to a smaller extent I 
was just wondering as it was coming from the 
mouth of an academician, whether it was a profes-
sional confession of an academician. Sir, as laymen, 
when we look around us and see the boys, the 
students, the professors and all of them, we just 
wonder as to what we will be leading ourselves to 
and whether a correct atmosphere and correct 
surroundings have been created in this country so 
that our child should not sutler. While speaking on 
another subject. Sir, 1 making a mention of a 
reference thai made somewhere in the year 1960 by 
a Union Minister when the education system was 
being discussed by us, and when someone from 
among us asked him. "How about the experiments 
that are being carried out by the Education Ministry 
in the country and their effects upon the child in the 
country?", he rather very seriously, 1 would not say 
jocularly, remarked: " You need not t h i n k  much 
about it or consider much about that aspect." But I 
say the child is our first casualty in India. That 
statement holds good even today. The child should 
have been a priority and should have been our pride 
in the country; yet he suffers from this great liicap 
that we are unable to give him that educational 
system which should bring him up like a man who 
'would have to shoulder the responsibilities that 
would fall on his shoulders in future. We are spend-
ing a huge money. First of all comes the aim of our 
education I may here refer again to a speech that 
was delivered by the late Dr. Zakir Hussain when he 
Vice-President of India some time in the 1065-66. 
While speaking in  Bangalore 

on education he had said that when Mahatma 
Gandhi had constituted a committee known as the 
VYardha Eduo/ion Committee and Dr. Zakir 
Htissain was leading thai committee, they toured all 
over India and submitted a report to the Congress 
Committee consisting of some 60 to 70 pages and 
the expenditure that they incurred was to the tune of 
Rs. 80,000 or so. Then Dr. Zakir Hussain said that 
with all that expenditure and with all the report on 
basic education now our country has  spun  a  web  
round  it and  our aim   is 

and the product that we have is not the 
product that we have in view. So again the question 
comes: Where are we going'.' Is it the aim that we 
had earl ier?  Can we say, as Dr. Dutt was very 
rightly referring to  it. the  boy  when   he comes out  
of the 

|e, is in tune with the times? "In tune with the 
times" in the sense, I will not refer only to the jobs 
that he is likely to get because when a boy gets 
himself educa t iona l ly  equipped, it does not 
mean that he should qualify himself only for a job 
or for a Government job. But certainly it means that 
he must qualify himself for any struggle that he is 
going to face in practical life. Whether we are 
equipping the boys from that point of view with 
such qualifications  is the question. 

Now corning to the two points that have been 
referred to in the Resolution, one is about the 
polytechnics and the vocational ins t i tu t ions ,  and 
the second is about higher education. They have 
been rightly touched upon by Dr. Dutt. First of all, 
coming to the polytephnics I would say that it is 
rather an i l lusion that we have been labouring 
under the all our boys, who get through these 
polytechnics get a job in the country. It is nol so. 
Even assuming that these boys yet all the trades 
known to Ihcm in these polytechnics, the question 
remains whether they can be absorbed after they get 
them-qualified. I know in a number of cases there 
are two snags there. One is that the job 
opportunities for them are not so much as the 
number o( students that come out of the colleges or 
the polytechnics or the vocational ins t i tu t ions .  
The second t h i n g  is thai the jobs that are there in 
different phases of life are no1 being taught 
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in these different ins t i tu t ions .  For example, I 
have practical experience, some time back it sN 
happened in Mysore that the Mysore Road 
Transport Corporation wanted certain boys who 
were trained in retreading of tyres. They went in 
search of students from polytechnics. And they 
came to know that retreading is not a subject and 
rubber is not a subject that is taught in the poly-
technics. So. Sir. it is a wonder that in a State like 
Mysore. or, lor that matter, Kerala, where rubber 
should have been a subject, why it is that it was not 
taken up ;i-, .-. subject in the polytechnics. Or, for 
that matter, take tinkering. We give blacksmithy 
training. So far as sheet-metal is concerned, 
tinkering is not a subject which is taken up. Stray 
painting is also a subject which is not taken up. I 
was giving two or three subjects by way of 
illustration. It is a great spectrum and you have to 
find out how many subjects there are actually which 
these boys can be taught and whether they have any 
openings in life for these subjects and whether you 
can include these subjects with confidence in the 
curriculum of these institutions. 

Coming to the Vocational institutions. again I 
come to engineering. As you know, technical 
knowhow in metallurgy and especially plastics is 
something which has large scope in this country. 
Chemical engineering is especially so. What we 
find is that the boys who are put on these jobs are 
much below the required standard and sometimes 
they are not available at all. Therefore, our 
curriculum will have to be changed to suit the 
requirements of the times. 

The second part of the Resolution speaks of 
selective higher education on the criterion of merits. 
Dr. Dutt is the product of the library and college and 
he was correct in laying emphasis on the word 
'merit'. As T spoke sometime back I also lay 
emphasis on this word. But the question is: What is 
the standard of judging merit? It is a very sorry state 
of affairs. Whether it is an educational ins t i tu t ion  
or whether it is a selection committee for any 
administrative service, the word 'merit' is always 
misused and unfortunately it has led us to a situation 
to believe that merit is an euphemism for the caste  
of which  the  selection  com- 

mittee members consist. In every State that is the 
position. Whether it is Mysore or Kerala or in 
northern India the selection committee members 
select boys of the same caste to which they 
themselves belong- When we say merit, a person 
should be clear in his mind that merit means only 
merit and nothing else. But in practice it is the merit 
of the caste thai is considered and nothing else. A 
system will therefore have to be evolved by which 
we must see that boys belonging to weaker sections 
are selected. Again I come ID the same problem. 
How are you going t'> select them and how about 
t h e i r  education in t he i r  earlier life? Dr. Dntt 
remarked about primary education. The question is: 
Are boys belonging to weaker sections getting 
proper education at the lowest level? It is the boys 
w;ho are taught in public schools who are selected 
for public examinations and it is only they who top 
these examinations. You take up the directory of 
any service in the Secretariat. Who arc the persons 
who are selected? I do not think that even 1 per cent 
of them are those who come from ordinary 
Government schools. Most of them come from 
public schools. Either you should have a system by 
which all the boys in the country will get the same 
standard of education thereby eliminating the 
difference between the boys belonging to poorer 
and weaker sections and those belonging to higher 
sections: or have a system of reservation. When we 
come to the question of reservations, our 
Constitution will come in our way. Therefore, you 
have to evolve em in which this discrimination is 
ended at the lowest level. Our boys should not 
suffer. I am reminded of Grey's elegy at the Country 
Churchyard where it is said: 

Full      many     a     gem     purest     serene. The  
dark  unfathomed  caves  the   oceans 

bear 
Full     many     a     flower     is     born,     to 

blush unseen 
To waste  its sweetness in the desert  air 

We know that in villages there are so many boys 
who are very intelligent. But because they just do 
not get the proper education, they are deprived of 
all the chances of life. I have the privilege of having 
the presence of our Education Minister here. F 
would request him that our educational system 
should be such as to do a way with this distinction 
between low and 
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[Shri Moqsood Ali Khan] high. The boys of 
all sections of the community, as they belong 
to India, should be looked after in lhe same 
manner and there should not be any difference 
in teaching cither in the vocational institutions 
or in the educational institutions of a higher 
order. 

With these words. Sir, I conclude. Thank 
you. 
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DR. K. MATHEW KURIAN (Kerala): Sir, 

I have great respect for Dr. Dutt who 
introduced the Resolution. He is a known 
expert in the field of education, apart from the 
fact that he is the Pro-Vice-Chancellor of  the   
Delhi  University. 

I would readily agree with some of the 
valuable points that he has made but 1 must 
express my disagreement with some of his 
basic assumptions at least implied in his 
Resolution. Maybe in his concluding remark::, 
he might clarify some of the points which I 
might raise. 

Tills Resolution urges upon the Central 
Government to take immediate steps to re-
organise, higher education in two stages— 
firstly by establishing or reorganising and 
strengthening on a large scale polytechnic 
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and vocational institutions in the country and 
give preferential employment in the entire 
public sector to students coming out of these  
institutions. 

Sir, this is a very pious, a very laudable 
objective. A large number of polytechnic and 
vocational institutions in the country, with 
emphasis on employment, particularly in 
public sector industries is a laudable 
objective. But I would like to examine the 
implications of this in terms of the per-
formance of the policies of the Central 
Government. 

Similarly, Sir, the second stage is to adopt a 
policy of selective higher education on the 
criterion of merit. 1 would like to examine the 
implications of the criterion of merit and what 
happens so long as the Central Government, 
through their economic policies, pursue what 
we call the capitalist-landlord type of 
economic and social system in this country. 
What happens to the criterion of merit in 
higher education in a situation in which the 
economic and social system remains what it 
has been during the last 26 years? 

Sir. on the question of employment-ori-
ented education, vocational and technical 
education, we have no disagreement in 
principle But we should not gloss over the 
fact that the entire educational system in the 
past, despite the intentions of the Government 
for polytechnic and vocational education, has 
been in a serious crisis. One must examine at 
this stage what are the reasons for the serious 
crisis in the educational system. 

Sir. I would argue that the serious crisis in 
education is really a symptom of basic 
maladies in the social, economic and political 
system itself. I have no time to elaborate upon 
this theme. But I think this is worth 
recognising when we discuss education. The 
bourgeois way out of the crisis is to emnhasis 
on what is called institution1; of excel'ence 
where some allied type of education is 
provided to people who have financial 
strength. Sir. the bourgeois system is to 
provide facilities for a picked few from 
amongst the richest strata and to ensure that 
higher education is available to them so that 
the capitalist system can continue in terms of 
supply of managerial per- 

sonnel, supply of technocrats and scientists, 
supply of professionals and intellectuals in 
courts who will sustain and support the 
capitalist system. 

Sir, we cannot consider the restructuring of 
higher education in isolation from the 
discussion of the earlier stages of education, 
particulary primary education and secondary 
education. ] am aware of the fact that Dr. Dutt 
very correctly emphasised the inter-
relationship between the various stages of 
education. None the less it requires emphasis 
that with the existing priorities given by the 
Central Government in terms of educational 
outlay, one-third going to primary education, 
one-third for secondary education and one-
third for higher education which pertains to 
relatively small section of the community. 
This type of distorted emphasis on allocation 
is proposed to be slightly changed in the 
scheme which Prof. Nurul Hasan produced for 
the Five Year Plan period. None the less the 
way in which investments are being made, the 
way in which both the Central Government 
and the Slate Governments are allotting 
money for various levels of education is very 
clear with the distorted investment pattern in 
favour of high education of the allied nature at 
the utter neglect of the vast masses of the 
ordinary people for whom the Indian 
Constitution promised compulsory anc' 
universal, free education long, long ago. 
Unless there is substantial change in the 
educational policy, away from the exist-ng 
distorted emphasis on hiaher education, 
primary education particularly, we will not be 
able to salvage hidier education. This is my 
main contention. 

What are the principle objectives we should 
keep in mind when we try to restructure not 
only higher education but the entire  gamut  of 
educational  system? 

Sir, I would suggest, first of all abolition of 
all class division in the sphere of education, 
and secondly, establishment of the people's 
right to education. To-day people have no 
right to education though the Constitution 
says that they have the right to free and 
compulsory education up to the age of 14. 
Thirdly, education must aim at the awakening 
the spirit of scientific enouiry, inquisitiveness, 
power of judgment and the 
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[Dr. K. Mathew Kurian] critical faculty so 
that the people can develop in terms of their 
social consciousness, in terms of what Polo 
Fraire calls "conscientisation", in terms of the 
ability to understand the relationship between 
man and society to play the most vital role in 
changing the present capitalist exploitative 
society. Unless the educational system can 
impart this type of scientific mind, scientific 
approach, to the people, we will not be able to 
re-structure education at all. Lastely what is 
required is the creation of a democratic 
structure of administration in the educational 
system with the above objectives. 

Sir. if the objectives tnat I have mentioned 
above have to be achieved, certain policy 
decisions have to be taken by the Central 
Government. To-day a large part of higher 
education is controlled by big monopoly 
houses. A whole university in Pilani is con-
trolled by certain trusts belonging to the big 
business house of Birlas. Similarly there is the 
Tata Institute of Fundamental Science and the 
Tata Institute of Social Science. We have 
higher education in the name of the top two 
business houses. This is not an isolated 
example. Education in most of the States is to-
day purchased and sold in the blackmarket 
economy. Sir, the Blackmarket economy has 
pervaded the entire educational system. That 
is a fact: let us not get away from it. When we 
discuss re-structuring in higher education, no 
attempt at educational reform can succeed 
unless we tackle the problem of completely-
delinking the monopoly houses from the 
educational system. Secondly, a large part of 
education is being influenced directly through 
foreign finance and indirectly through import 
of borrowed ideas from the West. We have 
been borrowing ideas in our textbooks from 
everywhere- Unfortunately no serious attempt 
has been made to chanee the content of 
education and the syllabus. I am aware of 
some exercise being made in producing new 
textbooks. To some extent they have made 
some headway But T must confess that no 
serious attempt so far h«s been made to de-
link our educational svstem from t^e most 
conservative most diab^'icnl. anti-Tndian and 
proimperia-list ideas which have rone into our 
universitv and school svllabuses. Sir. the 
student passing out of the collece must be pro-
vided with emolovment. Unfortuatelv. Prof 
Nurul  Husan  cannot help  it  because even 

the Prime Minister, who has invited him to be 
a Minister in the Central Government^ cannot 
help it. The entire leadership of this 
Government cannot offer jobs even for the 
additional labour force in the Fifth Five-Year 
Plan. In the Fifth Plan Approach document we 
have been told that the jobs which they 
propose to create in the Fifth Plan will not be 
enough even for the additional labour force, 
not to speak of the backlog of unemployment 
which is increasing every year. In this 
situation, unless basic changes are brought 
about in the social, economic and political 
structure, this objective of providing 
employment for those who pass out of the 
polytechnics and vocational institutes will 
remain moonshine. If this should not remain 
moonshine, then the only way is—Dr. Dutt 
will agree with me—to pinpoint those who 
exploit this country, those who control the 
economic and political power, who continue to 
maintain the power of money at the expense of 
the people. Therefore, when we discuss 
educational reform, it is necessary that we 
must simultaneously think of man-power 
planning by a change in the entire plaining 
orocess so that adequate employment win be 
generated and will be available for those who 
pass out of the educational institutions. T 
would like also to mention in this connection, 
particularly in the background of the 
experience of vocational education in the past, 
that after primary education when students go 
to the secondary level, vocational schooling of 
two to three vears can be considered as an 
alternative to a Full secondary education of 
four rears. 
Sir. those children who complete the 
vocational schooling of two to three years 
should be provided with jobs immediately 
after rhev pass the secondary schooling. 
Those who wish to complete secondary i MI of 
the four-year period, should be given all 
facilities on the basis of half-work half-study 
basis or on the basis of after-work-class 
pattern so that they too can complete general 
secondary education nnd. if necessa-v. no 
ahead in terms of hieher   education. 

Tn this connection. I would like to bring to 
voir notice. Sir. a verv cood experiment being 
conducted in Sri Lanka in the rTniversftv °f 
Colombo where the working class oe^nle, 
those who work in the factories, are brought 
to the Universitv in 'he  evening  and  are   
given   lectures  of an 
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academic nature which are also related to their 
profession. And at the end of the period, 
'credits' are given to those workers who 
participated in the training programme. And 
on the basis of these 'credits', they are 
promoted to higher education. So, the people 
who come from the working class are enabled 
by their own hard work to go ahead in higher 
education. Therefore, unless we have 
vocational schooling from where they could 
go further into higher education on half-work 
half-job pattern or after the work pattern with 
adequate facilities like scholarships and so on, 
these vocational schools will not succeed. 

Sir, I would suggest that the aim of 
University education should be to produce 
only specialists needed for the national 
economy in the different branches of know-
ledge. Unfortunately, because of the very low 
standard of higher education, even the student 
who passes B.A., or M.A., or M.Sc. is 
considered to be a person who has just 
completed general education. Restructuring of 
education, with the general education up to the 
end of certain stage and possibly at the 
Intermediate or Pre-University stage as the 
case may be, and degree education for B.A. or 
at least at the M.A. level with the objective of 
producing specialists for the various branches 
of the economy, should be attempted. 

Sir, when it comes to the admissions policy, 
it is one of the most ticklish problems. I 
would like to bring to the notice of the hon. 
Minister a recent experiment in the Jawaharlal 
Nehru University. Sir, the Jawaharlal Nehru 
University Students' Union must take the 
credit for suggesting to the University 
authorities a new admissions policy. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI S- S. 
MARISWAMY): You have got only two 
minutes. 

DR. K. MATHEW KURIAN: They have 
suggested that instead of relying on the 
faculty entirely for admissions, students 
should be given participation in the process of 
selection of the students themselves. They 
have evolved a scheme by which they sug-
gested that apart from the previous academic 
record of the student, apart from the evolution 
of academic record on the basis 
10— 6 RSS/ND/73 

of oral tests or written tests, excellence in 
extra-curricular activities and particularly, I 
would like to emphasise this point, economic 
or social or regional backwardness should also 
be taken into account so that the students who 
come from lower strata can go up. As a result 
of modification in the admissions policy of the 
Jawaharlal Nehru University, as a result of the 
presence of the students there, now we have at 
least some experience that students, who are 
really good students, who are from the lower 
economic classes of society and who for some 
reasons could not come up in education, have 
been able to go up and show real merit as a 
result of this system of admissions policy. 

Lastly, I would like to bring to the hon. 
Minister's attention a very concrete problem 
with regard to the Indian Institute of 
Technology of Madras. We talk of vocational 
education, polytechnic and technical 
education here. I will conclude my speech by 
emphasising this case, a concrete case of the 
LIT., Madras, where there are thousands  of 
employees of various  categories. 

THE   VICE-CHAIRMAN   (SHRI  S.  S. 
MARISWAMY): You should now complete   
your  speech. 

DR. K. MATHEW KURIAN: Sir, in this 
case, I will only try to bring to the notice of 
the hon. Minister that at the 11th Meeting of 
the Council of the Institute, held in December 
1972, with Prof. Nurul Hasan, the Union 
Minister of Education, as the Chairman and 
attended by the authorities of the Institute, it 
was decided that appropriate unions and 
associations of the employees might be 
recognised for forming a suitable consultative 
machinery at the various I.I.Ts. 

But unfortunately the Board of Governors 
of the HT, Madras, have never implemented 
these. Similarly the employees asked for 
recognition of the association, regulari-sation 
of the work-charged employees who really 
work overtime, who are engaged on full-time 
jobs, but who still are treated as work-charged 
employees thereby being denied many of their 
rightful demands, etc. Similarly, absorption of 
hostel mess workers, servants, taking over of 
the privately-run Vanavani.... 
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI S. S. 
MARISWAMY): Now please sit down. That 
is enough. I am calling the Minister. 

DR. K. MATHEW KURIAN: All right. Sir, 
these are some of the demands which the IIT 
employees have got. Therefore, I conclude by 
saying that when the Government considers 
higher education, particularly the polytechnics, 
Vocational education, you cannot succeed in 
this scheme unless not only the faculty and the 
students are brought directly into the picture, 
but the Class III and Class IV employees of 
the Institutes and Universities are brought 
directly into the administration so that their 
genuine participation is also there in the 
democratic  process  of  decision-making. 

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION, 
SOCIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE 
(PROF. S. NURUL HASAN): Mr. Vice-
Chairman, I would first of all like to express 
my gratitude to my distinguished colleague, 
Prof. V.P. Dutt, for having introduced this 
extremely important and significant 
Resolution. I would also like to express my 
gratification at the interest which the 
honourable Members have shown this time as 
they have always done in the past on 
education and for the support that they have 
generally given to the Education Ministers for 
bringing about radical changes in educational 
policies. This is conceded by everyone. I am 
not merely performing a ritual when I say that 
I believe in this equally and I fell that the 
deadweight of Macaulay should be removed 
completely from our education.;! institutions. 
I only wish my friends had the time when 
speaking in the debate on the Approach to the 
Fifth Five Year Plan. to put in a kind word 
that education be given some importance in 
the overall Plan. .. 

SHRI N. G. GORAY (Maharashtra): Your 
Ministry is a  cinderalla. 

PROF. S. NURUL HASAN: I can only 
come to this House and the other House for 
support. Sir, I would not like to dwell upon 
the question of primary education much 
because it is not really covered by Prof. Dutt's 
Resolution. But I would submit, as my 
honourable friend, Dr. Kurian, pointed out, 
that this whole policy of giving one-third   
allocation   to  primary  education, 

one-third to secondary education and one-
third to higher education has been yiven up by 
the Central Advisory Board on Education as 
also by the Planning Commission, and in the 
Approach Document which the honourable 
Members have discussed only recently it has 
been approved by the Cabinet as well as by 
the National Development Council. It has 
been pointed out that half the allocation for 
Education and Culture would go to primary 
education which has been put in the minimum 
needs programme sector. 

Therefore, this point is entirely acceptable 
to the Government of India and I believe 
equally to the governments of the States. 

Sir, on this basic point which Dr. Dutt has 
raised, 1 would crave your indulgence y to 
read out some portions of the Approach 
Document which I think would indicate that 
the thinking of the Government of India—and 
of the States because it has been. approved by 
the National Development Council—is very 
similar to his own thinking and to the views 
expressed by the hon. Members in the House. 
And I quote: 
"Judged by the long-term perspective, the 
problem of the educated job seekers cannot 
be solved by operating only on the demand 
side. Even in the case of the skilled 
categories, the intake of training institutions 
has had to be cut back to ease the problem. In 
the case of genera-lists, this has to be done 
much more drastically to reduce the problem 
to manageable proportions. University 
education must be so regulated as to conform 
increasingly to the likely quantum and pattern 
of employment opportunities for the educated 
youth. This will require not merely a 
restructuring of university education, but also 
greater diversification and vocationalisation 
of secondary education to reduce the pressure 
for entry into 1 ' i i t i o n s  of higher learning. 
Furthermore, no regulatory measure can be 
justified which denies equality of educational 
opportunity. For promoting vertical mobility, 
education can be a very powerful instrument. 
The ineffsctiveness of the present education 
system in this regard calls for important 
innovations and hard cie jisions," 
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Sir, these hard decisions, if I may put it in 
slightly different words, are roughly as 
follows: 

On the one hand, it is necessary as my hon. 
friends have pointed out, that general 
education should more or less end witn the 
secondary stage and that higher education 
should be mainly for the purposes of 
specialisation and therefore should be related 
to the capacity of society to absorb graduates. 
This in plain English means that higher 
education cannot remain unregulated. On the 
other hand, if we vocationa-lise the secondary 
institutions and set up more technical 
institutions, the cost per student will have to 
go up. Whatever streamlining we may do and 
howsoever we may rationalise this type of 
education, there is no denying the fact that the 
cost will  have to go  up. 

The cost of restructuring the educational 
system itself will have to be taken into 
account. If we simultaneously wish to change 
the methodology, that is to say, to link the 
process of education with the actual process of 
life and not merely class room lecture, then 
again it will mean the same cost. The cost can 
be brought down if the economic tempo of 
development increases and through this 
process the earning capacity of the educational 
institutions and/or of the students concerned 
can be increased. I readily agree with the view 
expressed that there is inadequate manpower 
planning in our country. One of the most 
important reasons for this is that man-power 
planning is not always easy in the case of 
those who are self-employed in agriculture 
which is the biggest economic sector in our 
country. 

And, Sir, this ultimately also depends on the 
capacity of the society to find gainful 
employment or self-employment opportunities 
in the agricultural sector or in the rural milieu. 
Now, this is one set of constraints. But the 
other set of constraints is that if we regulate 
higher education, then there is a real danger. 
Whether in the name of merit or in any other 
name, the possibility will be there of those who 
have never had the opportunity of education 
and those who have been regarded as socially 
depressed classes and who, therefore, wish to 
use the university degrees. howsoever useless 
they may be, for their 

social advancement, of losing such oppor-
tunities,   me  pussiDiiity  is   tnere  of,  their 
lobing noi only sucu opportunities, but also oi 
tne wiaer pnnosopnicai opportunities that 
people ougnt to seek, mat is to say, educa-Uon 
snouid open the windows of the mind and 
create amungst tne masses of our people an   
awareness  or  the  social problems  and 
realities, etc. anu tnis roie of education has aiso   
to   be  kept in  view.  Therefore,  this is really 
a very nard choice, but we have to make mat 
cnoice and we have to maintain a balance. 
And, Sir, quite rightly Dr. Dutt  nas  referred  
to     this  aspect  which wuuld ensure that the 
weaker sections of our community are not only 
not discriminated against, but also actual 
facilities for higher education in their case 
have to be increased and these increased 
facilities for ti tc backward areas of our 
country as well as for the backward sections of 
our community  are  absolutely     necessary  if  
any regulatory   mechanism   for  higher   
education is to be introduced and I can assure 
my honourable     friend  and  this     House 
through  you,  Sir,  that  the  Government  is 
deeply  conscious  of this  particular  aspect of 
this problem. My honourable friend, Dr. 
Kuii.m, referred to a decision of the ITT 
Council. Till now in the Indian Institutes of 
Technology the seats reserved for the Sche-
duled Caste and Scheduled Tribe students 
often not filled this Council took the decision 
that it would fill  those seats and they will not 
be dereserved.   If necessary, supplementary      
coaching   and      remedial courses  will  be  
provided  so   that   by  the time these young 
people take their degrees in   technology,   they   
are   second   to   none. 

SHRI   GANESHI LAL CHAUDHARY: 
Thank  you very  much,  Sir. 

K. MATHEW KURIAN: Prof. Hasan, 
you have conveniently omitted my point 
about the demands of the employees' 
participation in  management. 

PROF. S. NURUL HASAN: I wish this 
had been the subject of the resolution. But I 
would like to discuss it and I am quite 
prepared to discuss it. 

DR. K. MATHEW KURIAN:  I do not 
say what you have said about this is quite 
irrelevant. But what are you going to say on  
my  point? 
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PROF. S. NURUL HASAN : If you want 

vocationalisation and polytechnic education, 
then those who are in the.... 

DR. K. MATHEW KURIAN: What about 
Class III and Class IV employees' 
participation in management and what is your 
attitude towards them? 

PROF. S. NURUL HASAN: Sir, 1 would 
like to state the policy of the Government. 
While I am interested in Class III and Class 
IV, I am far more interested in the over-
whelming majority of our countrymen who 
are unfortunately below the poverty line and I 
must take every step possible to see that they 
also get the benefit. 

DR. K. MATHEW KURIAN: What does it 
mean? What is their place in the university 
community? What is your attitude to them? 

PROF S. NURUL HASAN: In the uni-
versity community, even at the Class IV level, 
they are a shade better off than those who are 
living as landless labourers, those who are 
living in tribal areas and those who 
unfortunately have not been able to take much 
benefit out of the development activities in the 
country. 

DR. K. MATHEW KURIAN: Prof. Hasan, 
I am not asking for higher wages for them 
now. What is the role that these people can 
play in the university and can they participate 
in the decision-making job of the university? 
This is my question. 

PROF. S. NURUL HASAN: The hon. 
Member is more interested in participation 
and decision taking; I am more interested in 
changing the class composition of the student 
community and the role of the Universities in 
the process of national development... 

DR. K. MATHEW KURIAN: You 
continue to neglect that on some excuse- . . 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI S. S. 
MARISWAMY):   Dr.  Kurian, please... 

PROF. S. NURUL HASAN: I very briefly 
referred to some of the main planks of the  
Government policy. 

In regard to higher secondary and higher 
education the policy advocated in the Re-
solution is acceptable by and large to the 

Government. First of all, in regard to the 
employment policies, the Government is 
conscious of the need to bring ajeout changes 
in the recruitment policies, consequent upon 
the changes in the educational system. Sir, I 
would not go into the details of this because 
the policies have not been worked out fully. 
But I can only assure the House that this 
matter is very much under consideration of 
the  Government. 

Sir, the pattern of ten plus two plus three, 
we are hoping to make uniform throughout the 
country. One of the basic planks of it is that 
the middle stage should be a terminal point, so 
far as general education is concerned. We are 
also conscious of the fact that that is the main 
level for vocationalization. We are seeking to 
make work experience compulsory throughout 
the school period and we are working on sche-
mes that in Classes 9 and 10, every student 
irrespective of the future career he proposes to 
adopt, will have to acquire a certain 
proficiency at least in one of the crafts which, 
as far as possible, is related also to ihe theory 
which is being taught to him so that there is no 
dichotomy between theory and practice. When 
we do this and bring about this particular 
change, then we would be transferring about 
19 lakhs students to the PUC, Intermediate 
stage or the Higher Secondary stage which 
means that a certain degree of development 
and expansion of facilities in higher education 
would be possible, without increasing the 
proportionate expenditure of higher education 
as compared to schools, particularly primary 
education. This kind of vocationalization  is  
exercising  our minds,  Sir- 

The Education Commission recommended 
that 50% of the students at the Higher 
Secondary level should go into vacational 
training. We are entirely in favour of it But. 
Sir, as I submitted, the costs have to be taken 
into account. The change-over may take some 
time and, therefore, we hope that about 20-30 
per cent can be brought about within this Plan 
period and we can go up to 50% in the Sixth 
Plan period. 

In regard to one matter. I am afraid, there k 
a slight difference of opinion between the 
views expressed in the Resolution   by  Dr.   
Dutt  and   the  Government's 
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stand. But I don't think that it is really 
intended as a difference of opinion. But it is 
only in the matter of drafting. 

Sir, while we want that admission to full-
time institutions should be on the ba- f sis of 
merit and should be regulated, we also feel that 
opportunity for higher secondary education on 
a non-institutional basis should be available to 
every one, particularly to those who have 
entered the working force of the country. And 
for this purpose, an expanded scheme of in-
formal education, of academic centres, of using 
the mass media for purposes of education, of 
utilizing modern educational technology, all 
these, are sought to be utilised. Sir, in this 
connection, Government have under their 
consideration a recommendation of the 
University Grants Commission for the 
establishment of what is called an 'Open 
University'. That is not the word used by the 
U.G.C. I am using this term because it is well 
understood. There is also a proposal under 
consideration that in every State at least one 
university should go in for correspondence 
courses. I am also urging my colleagues, the 
Ministers of Education in the State 
Governments, to have unrestricted access to the 
university examinations for private candidates 
so that those who are working in the fields or 
factories or offices or anywhere else, are not 
denied the opportunity to move vertically up to 
acquire higher education either for the sake of 
it or to improve their prospects. Several hon. 
Members have stated that there is a tendency 
on the part of university students to go in only 
for white collar jobs. I think that the measures 
that I have indicated will enable the people who 
are actually working and doing manual work, 
to go in for higher education and that would 
have a liberalising effect on the bulk of the new 
and young students who have come directly to 
institutions  of higher learning from schools. 

Sir, in order to regulate the institutional 
facilities. I am afraid I would need all the 
good wishes and support from every section 
of this hon. House because at the time of 
admissions pressures are built up and when 
pressures are built up, we all feel that those 
who want higher education are more precious 
to us politically than the little children who 
can neither gherao us nor create  trouble  for 
us.  Therefore,  the 

tendency everywhere is tbat money provided 
lor primary education or even for technical 
education is attempted to be diverted to the 
opening of liberal arts or science colleges. Sir, 
we are taking several steps for providing 
greater opportunities for higher education, 
technical education and vocational education 
to the underdeveloped groups of our 
community and in particular, to the Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 

i am afraid 1 do not have trie time to go 
into me details, But perhaps at some tuiure 
occasion as soon as our detailed programmes 
are finalised, 1 would have i.ic privilege of 
coming and placing these telore mis hon. 
House. Before f conclude 1 would again make 
a reference to one fact with which 1 started. 
Many changes can be brought about within 
the limitations under which we are working. 
But, Sir, 1 hope that it will be possible for tae 
country to make some worthwhile investment   
in   the   sector   of   education. 

Sir, 1 would like to make a formal appeal to 
my hon. friend that in the light of these 
assurances that 1 am giving him, he   will   
withdraw   the   Resolution. 

DR. VIDYA PRAKASH DUTT (No-
minated); Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, first of all 
1 should like to say that 1 am most gratified at 
the response of my hon. colleagues in this 
House and their widespread support which 
they have given to the purposes of my 
Resolution. I must also say that 1 am equally 
gratified at the very frank and forthright 
speech made by the hon. Minister of 
Education and I am gratified to know that he 
and the Government accept the basic 
principles underlying my Resolution. I might 
mention in passing, the hon. Minister's 
pointing out that there is no difference of 
opinion on the matter that he raised about non-
institutional forms of education. If I might 
draw his attention to the last part of  my   
Resolution,  I  have  said: 

"Selective higher education on the 
criterion of merit while fully ensuring 
increasing opportunities for higher edu-
cation to the weaker sections of the society 
and the provisions of various other forms of 
higher education to those who are working 
and do not have an opportunity of getting 
higher education." 
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[Dr. Vidya Prakash DuttJ 1 was precisely 
reiemng w Lnese non-insti-tutioaai rorms ui 
lugner education- oic correspondence courses, 
tne open university and other lornis oeing 
maae available to those wno nave gone to 
work anu wno have Had no opportunity for 
higher education. Sir, i am deeply conscious 
of tne fact tuat riigner education must not snut 
its doors to those wno have never hao an 
opportunity of enligntenmenl of education oi 
knowledge. And that we cannot condone the 
existence and continuation of caste education, 
class education, a limited education and that 
the entire thrust of our policy on education 
must be towards liberation of these barriers 
and towards broadening the base of our educa-
tion so that education at all levels and in all 
forms is available to the broad minds of our 
people. 

The points thai I raised really were that 
education must be related to production, to 
work, to labour, to our needs, to our-purpose, 
to our aspirations, to our goals and that the 
final goal of our education has to be the 
establishment of a democratic, secular, 
progressive, socialist society. Higher 
education must subserve these things. What I 
was trying is to focus attention on the fact tiiat 
our education is not serving this purpose, that 
higher education is mostly irrelevant, that 
higher education either at the primary level or 
at the secondary level or at the higher se-
condary level or at the higher education level 
is not related to the needs of the society, is not 
related to production, to labour arid > not 
oriented towards work. I said, I repeat and I 
still believe that 80 per cent of our education 
is certainly useless and, therefore, we have to 
give very earnest and very honest attention to 
this problem. 

Sir, I will only take up three or four points 
in suport of what exactly I was trying to say 
when I moved this Resolution. One of my 
hon. friends, my esteemed colleagues, Mr. 
Nawal Kishore, found some contradiction 
between reservations for higher education and 
between education on merit. Personally, I do 
not think there is any contradiction between 
the two. I am trying to combine the needs of 
providing extended opportunities of education 
for the economically depressed classes of this 
country as well as providing for some kind of  
a   yardstick   for   our   higher  education. 

In that 1 suggested that up to 35 per cent 
higher education may be reserved lor the 
backward classes, the backward communities 
and the economically backward section;; of 
our society, the Scheduled Castes and the 
Scheduled Tribes. I suggested thai this 
category be filled from these reservations. The 
category of reservations be filled from these 
reserved categories on merit and then give 
them free higher education. Take 35 per cent 
from these categories and give them 
education. It does not mean that the rest of it 
is open to other classes. Not at all. What I was 
saying is for the rest criteria can be fixed on 
national and Statewise basis. And you do this 
in order to make your higher education 
subserve the purposes of society. I was also 
very much aware of the fact that unless you 
relate one link to another and unless you go to 
the root cause of the problems you will not be 
able to solve the problems of  higher 
education. 

4 P.M. 

Sir, what is happening now with regard to 
higher education? I gave some figures last 
time. There are even more alarming figures 
given by the Bhagawati Committee on 
Unemployment which has made a much more 
detailed study of it and I am sorry to inform 
hon. Members that what is happening today is 
a total distortion of our national priorities. Our 
national priorities are all topsy-turvy. 1 will 
read out some figures. During the period 1951 
to 1956 the rate of quinquennial enrolment for 
primary education was 41.5 per cent, for 
secondary education 53.7 per cent and for 
higher education 95.5 per cent. Similarly 
during the period 1961-66 the rate of increase 
in primary, secondary and university stages of 
education came to 46.3, 74.6 and 101.14 per 
cent respectively. During the period 1966-67 
it was even more alarming. The rate of 
increase in enrolment is estimated to be only 
18.1 per cent in the case of primary education, 
44.4 per cent in the case of secondary 
education and 113.1 per cent in the case of 
higher education. In fact, this Committee 
points out that during the last quinquennium 
the rate of growth at the primary level fell to 
18.1 as against 46.3 in the preceding 
quinquennium while in the case of secondary 
education it fell to 44.4 per cent as against 
74.6 per cent and although it is not im-
mediately  relevant   to  our     discussions  I 
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might in passing mention another fact tha^ has 
been pointed out by the Bhaga-wati 
Committee that by the end of 1971-72 only 
37.7 per cent of the total outlay for secondary 
education was expected to be utilised and the 
enrolment increase would be only 2 per cent 
each for the children of the age groups of 6 to 
11 and 11 to 14. And the situation is much 
worse with regard to backward communities 
and with regard to girls' education. I am point-
ing out this fact to show how distorted our 
priorities are. Where we ought to invest the 
largest amount we are investing the least 
amount and where we ought to expand our 
maximum efforts, that is at the primary level 
and the secondary level, there we are putting 
in the least amount of effort and where we 
have to be careful, where we have to relate the 
need for higher education to the purposes and 
aspirations of the society there there is an 
unlimited unthinking and unmindful 
expansion. So what I am trying to suggest is 
that you must relate one with the other and 
with the third and only then you will be able to 
make your education purposeful. I was not try-
ing to give any profound analysis of education 
in our country. There are many profound 
analyses of our education. My esteemed 
friend, Shri Nawal Kishore, unfortunately had 
expected a profound analysis of the 
educational scene. Now, Sir, I could give a 
profound sociological analysis. I could give a 
profound political analysis, I could give a 
profound economic analysis but where does it 
get you? The point is, we should know what 
the priorities are and we should take by hold 
of the links and if we hold them firmly and 
tightly and go into each link then it would be 
possible for us to restructure our higher 
education. Our higher education can be re-
structured only that way starting from the 
primary to the secondary level; otherwise it is 
not possible to restructure our highc 
education. That is why I mentioned the three 
links. The first link mentioned was the 
reorganisation and reorientation of science 
education in schools. I said that unless you 
modernise your science education, unless you 
bring it up to date, unless you equip your 
primary, middle and higher secondary schools 
with a pro'ie'' kind of science education, with 
proDc-equipment, with proper teaching with 
proper courses, it will not be possible for yon 
to make any progress  in  modern society. 

Modern society is certainly based on science 
and the temper of science, the spirit of 
science, the spirit of enquiry. That is absent in 
our schools. Unless you take the first step, it 
will not be possible for you to take the second 
step. The second step I suggested was the 
reorganisation of vocational and technical 
education. 

Now, many friends have mentioned and I 
agree with them that Mahatma Gandhi had 
given us the concept of basic education. The 
whole concept, against, of basic education is 
related to the fact that education must be 
work-oriented, must be labour-oriented. It 
must have some relation to the problems of 
society. What I am suggesting, in fact, is a 
kind of renovation of that concept and to add 
to it the modern concepts of science and 
technology. If you do that, then you have 
taken the first step in relation to restructuring 
education. Sir, I entirely agree with those who 
have said that this technical education, 
vocational education must begin at the 
secondary level. It cannot begin after the 
higher secondary level. It certainly ought to be 
started initially at the first secondary stage. At 
the first secondary stage you start with giving 
some skills, some work, some experience of 
work and then at the higher secondary level 
you deepen it and expand it. You can make it 
essentially vocation-oriented. Unless you do 
that it will not be possible to solve our 
problems. I am aware of the problems. The 
hon. Minister of Education mentioned the cost 
problem. There are also other problems. There 
are two trends in the world today. To put it 
very broadly one is the trend in the Western 
countries, i.e., at the secondary level you give 
general education. This is the case in England 
and in many of the West European countries. 
There is the other trend also. In many ad-
vanced countries of the world, in Eastern 
Europe, for instance, about Yugoslavia and 
Czechoslovakia I have got a few figures. I will 
not read all of them, but in Yugoslavia out of 
100 students at the secondary level. 70 go in 
for vocational education and onlv 30 go in for 
genera' education. In Czechoslovakia 72 go in 
for vocational education and 27 for general 
education. I am talkinf of the secondary level. 
In Poland 73 go in for vocational education 
and 37 for general education. In East 
Germany. in the German Democratic Republic 
83 go 
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[Dr. Vidya Prakash Dutt] in for vocational 
education and only 17 go in for general 
education. In the USSR the figure is 49 for 
vocational education and 51 in the first 
secondary stage. In the Federal Republic of 
Germany 53 go in for vocational education 
and 46 for general education. In India only 6 
go in for vocational education and 94 go in for 
general education. My whole point has been 
that this is a useless kind of education. It has 
no relation to our problems and our needs. 
That is where the change must begin. I en-
tirely agree with the hon. Minister of Edu-
cation that the school year must be changed 
and that one year should be added in order to 
make it ten plus two so that the end of the 
higher secondary year is also the terminal year 
for education. After that most of the students 
can go into the mainstream of work and 
productivity. Now, Sir. the third point that I 
would like to make is —and that is the second 
link—that I have suggested for the 
reorganisation of the content of technical and 
vocational education. Many friends have very 
aptly pointed out that already there are a 
number of technically skilled people who are 
unemployed, who are not getting jobs; then 
how is it that you are suggesting more 
vocational education while there is still a 
backlog of people who are skilled people, who 
have not yet got jobs and employment? There 
are two aspects to this problem. One is the 
aspect of general economic expansion. Now I 
will not say too much on it, I have already 
spoken on it last time and T have mentioned 
last time also that any educational expansion 
without any reference to economic expansion 
is an exercise in futility and disaster and we 
are undertaking that exercise in disaster at the 
momen* because educational expansion is 
goine ahead, especially at the higher education 
level at the rate of 10 per cent a year, whereas 
the economic expansion is not even 3 ner cent. 
Unless you can relate these two, it is not 
possible to find the answer for higher 
education. Also there is the fact that 
vocational education is di-rectlv linked with 
and related to industrial expansion. Tf vou do 
not have tbat much of industrial expansion, 
vocational education will lead only to more 
and more educational unemplovment. 
Therefore industrial expansion is one of the 
concomitants and conditions for a successful 
voca-tionalisation of education.    So. I am 
quite 

aware of the problem. But there is also an 
allied problem which I think is one of, the ills 
that are afflicting our vocational education 
and that is, it is really not vocational 
education, it is not really skilled education . . . 

SHRl BANARSI DAS (Uttar Pradesh): Sir, 
on a point of order. He is making a fresh 
speech and he is not confining himself to the 
reply of the debate. Is it not the right of the 
Mover only to reply to the debate? He is 
inflicting a fresh speech. The point which we 
are discussing may be very relevant and 
useful. That could have been done at the time 
of moving the  Resolution. 

DR. VIDYA PRAKASH DUTT:   I am 
exercising my right of reply to the various 
points that have been raised here and this is 
one of the point. You probably missed this. 
But this is one of the points that were 
mentioned by a large number of friends. 

While on the one hand I am suggesting 
vocationa'isation of education, on the other 
hand, there is considerable unemployment 
among the existing skilled people and how do 
you meet that? Therefore, I am replying to 
that. I am sorry, you misunderstood the very 
purpose why I was making that point. 

However, I was saving that the real ill that is 
afflicting our vocational education is that it is 
not giving any skill, that it is inadequate, is ill-
staffed and ill-equipped, that it only gives you 
some tricks of the trade, as I said last time. 
But that does not mean that it is n it relevant, 
and that is proved—I am not going to quote 
from the Bhagwati Committee's Report again. 
But if you read it, they admit, they have 
pointed out that most of the enterprises, 
whether in the public or the private sector, 
have stated their views before the Committee 
that those who get vocational edu-n are not 
really trained for the jobs ] it they are 
supposed to take up; they ^et some kind of a 
theoretical training, which is not related to any 
work in production. 

Therefore I have suggested before and I am 
suggesting now that your vocational 
education must be directly linked with the 
factories and farms if it is to succeed. And 
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there, Sir, is my suggestion for the consi-
deration of the Government of India— Mr. 
Om Mehta is sitting here—for the 
consideration of the Education Minister: We 
must radically change our old concept of 
giving not only higher education but other 
kind of education also. We must take the entire 
complex of education to the village rather than 
expect or ask the village boys and girls to 
come to the cities and get education, higher 
education. We must take the entire complex of 
education to the village itself. I am saying this 
because I am raising a bigger issue with regard 
to planning. I am sorry I did not get the 
opportunity to speak on the Approach 
Document to the Fifth Plan. But T am not 
using this opportunity for speaking on it. What 
I am saying is that the usual method of 
industrialising a country will not work in the 
conditions of India. The usual method has 
been to syphon off surplus agricultural labour 
to industries. What I am suggesting is that you 
reverse the process. Instead of syphoning off 
the surplus labour from the villages, you 
syphon off surplus labour from the cities back 
to the villages and develop the entire complex 
of educational activity, skilled activity. agro-
economical, industrial activity, all the skills 
and techniques that are needed for villages 
pertaining to education. Take everything there. 
And only in this manner can this country be 
really industrialised. Certainly the core indus-
try which you have you should develop. But 
along with it you mast develop this pattern of 
decentralised development of industry if you 
are going to meet the problems of a country 
like India. Again, in the field of education also 
you must take the whole complex of education 
to the village itself and make it available to the 
village boys and girls. 

Sir. a second thing that I have suggested in 
this connection was the employment policy. 
As I said to my hon'ble friends before. I was 
insisting not on giving profound analvsis but 
on providing links for restructuring of our 
education. The first link is the reorganisation 
and establishment and strengthening of 
vocational education at secondary levels, 
higher secondary level, post-secondary level. 
The second link is your employment policy. I 
entirely agree with almost all that you said, 
with all the remarks that you made. But I 
certainly disagree  with  you  when you  
insisted  on 
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useless degree. In that case every one will 
look forward to having a degree. What is the 
idea of this degree? 

SHRI RANBIR SINGH: What about 
Tyagiji's definilion? For him B. A. stands for 
Bekar Admi and M. A. for Murakh Admi. 

DR.     VIDYA PRAKASH    DUTT:     I 
would be put in the first category. I was 
saying     that you  take  firm     hold  of 
what I regard this to be. The most vital link in 
restructuring your education is to change your 
employment policy and to give preference for 
the skill needed for a particular job. You have 
your requirements, your qualifications 
specified for each job according to the skill 
needed for that job, and only when you insist 
that for that particular post you will require a 
particular skill and you will give preference to 
a person who has acquired that particular skill, 
only then will we be able to make skilled 
training, vocational education attractive, to 
make it workable, to make it feasible. 
Otherwise, if you give vocational education to 
everyone but do not change your employment 
policy, the whole policy of vocationalising 
education will fail, it will not succeed. It will 
succeed only if you can have a national 
employment policy which will give preference 
to students with skills, with training rather 
than with general education. Therefore, I 
suggested this as a vital second link. The final 
link, which I suggested, will come only at the 
end. That is the third stage which is the 
reorganisation of higher education on the 
basis of merit, selective higher education on 
the basis of merit after you have taken all 
these stages. I have no doubt in my mind that 
this cannot be done unless education is made a 
Concurrent subject. Unless the hon'ble Min-
ister, Dr. Nurul Hasan, has some control, 
some hold somewhere on education it will not 
be possible for him to carry through all these 
policies. Therefore. I am not saving that he 
should take the responsibility  of... 

SHRI MAHAVIR TYAGI (Uttar Pradesh): 
Why do you not join the Education  Ministry? 

DR.  VIDYA     PRAKASH     DUTT:... 
primary education. What I am suggesting is 
that    education must be a Concurrent 
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[Dr.  Vidya  Prakash  Duttl 
subject. Sir, I am winding up. I would like to 
say that I am quite aware of the fact that what 
I am suggesting does not necessarily solve all 
our problems. I have no illusions that this will 
solve all our problems and everything will be 
fine. No. I know that the problems of this 
country are massive and they need very 
drastic decisions, very drastic solutions, and 
even then it will take years and years to 
achieve results. But what I want is that 
thinking must start, action must start 
somewhere, and we must begin at some stage. 

Mr. Sardesai, my distinguished colleague, 
mentioned very correctly that many things 
were related to each other, that unless you do 
one, it is difficult to do the other, and that the 
educational problems cannot be divorced from 
reality, from society, from social life. In fact, I 
believe that education must be a national 
affair. It should be national and socialist in 
content. That is my commitment. And I have 
also no doubt that unless there is cleansing of 
the society, unless there is re-establishment of 
our social values, many of these reforms will 
fail. Sometimes I come to the conclusion that 
perhaps what we need in this country is a 
democratic cultural revolution, suited to our 
own conditions, which will cleanse our society 
and re-establishing some of the social values 
that we have been talking about for so long. 
Perhaps that is what we need. Anyway, as I 
said before,   one   thing   is   related   to   
another. 

At the end, I will say that my goal in 
suggesting all this has been the promotion of 
the establishment of a democratic. secular, 
socialist society, a progressive society, and all 
that I have suggested is a means towards 
promoting that end in view. In the light of 
what the hon. Minister of Education has said I 
am gratified by the fact that he has accepted 
the principles behind this Resolution—I am 
withdrawing my Resolution; I am not pressing 
it. But I do reserve my right to continue to 
bring up this issue before the House to focus 
the attention of this country, of this House and 
of the Government, on this vital aspect of our 
national life so that we can create a consensus 
in the country and we can take the first steps 
at least towards the reorganisation of our 
education.    Thank  you. 

The Resolution was, by leave, withdrawn. 

RESOLUTION     RE NATIONALIS 
ATION OF DRUG  INDUSTRY 

SHRIMATI LAKSHMI KUMARI 
CHUNDAWAT (Rajasthan): Sir, I beg to 
move the following Resolution: 

"In view of— 
the high prices of drugs; the sale on a 

large scale of spurious, inferior and post 
expiry-date medicines; and the non-
availability of life-saving drugs in the 
country, 

this House is of opinion that Government 
should take immediate steps to nationalise the 
entire drug industry in the .country." 

 


