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[Shri Mohd. Shaft Qureshi] 
The General Manager of the Eastern 

Railway accompanied by Senior Officers has 
proceeded to the site to supervise relief and 
rescue operations. The Minister of Railways is 
also proceeding to the site of accident. 

The Additional Commissioner of Railway 
Safety, Eastern Circle, Calcutta, will hold a 
statutory inquiry into this accident at 
Madhupur on the 28th instant ... 

SHRI S. S. MARISWAMY (Tamil Nadu): 
What is the reason suspected... 

 
SHRI  MOHD.    SHAFI QURESHI: 

This is the information which I have got. It 
will take some time to know as to what is the 
real cause of the accident... 

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA (West Bengal): I 
request the Government to make a statement 
with regard to the situation in West Bengal and 
the arrests that have been made in West 
Bengal... 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : That is not 
being discussed.   Yes, Mr. Dutt... 

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: They are 
arresting people in West Bengal... 

DR. VIDYA PRAKASH DUTT 
(Nominated):   Can I start ? 

SHRI    BHUPESH    GUPTA :    You 
are nominated. We are elected by them. Will 
the Government make a statement tomorrow ? 
... 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Dutt. 

RESOLUTION     RE    REORGANISA-
TION OF HIGHER EDUCATION 

DR.    VIDYA     PRAKASH     DUTT 
(Nominated): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, I beg 
to move the following Resolution : 

"This House is of opinion that Gov-
ernment should take immediate steps to 
reorganise higher education in two stages 
namely : 

(i) establish, reorganize and strengthen  
on a large scale polytechnic 

and vocational institutions in the country 
and give preferential employment in the 
entire public sector to students coming 
out of these institutions; and 

(ii) adopt a policy of selective higher 
education on the criterion of merit while 
fully ensuring increased opportunities for 
higher education to the weaker sections 
of the society and the provisions of 
various other forms of higher education 
to those who are working and do not 
have an opportunity of getting higher 
education." 

The Resolution before this House is 
regarding the reorganisation of higher 
education in various Stages. 1 should like to 
say at the outset that many friends have felt 
that perhaps we were discussing a very 
technical subject this afternoon. Actually, to 
my mind, it is one of the most burning 
problems facing the country and it is 
intimately connected with the further 
economic development and progress of this 
country. Therefore, unless we address 
ourselves immediately, thoroughly and 
efficiently and with concerted thinking and 
concerted action, I am afraid that the situation 
may go from bad to worse. Mr. Deputy 
Chairman, obviously one cannot put all one's 
ideas, intents, purposes, intensions, objectives 
and motives in a few lines when one gives the 
notice about something. I should like to make 
it very clear at the very outset that I am neither 
an advocate nor am I pleading for elite higher 
education. I am not asking for the extension of 
the public school system to higher education. I 
want to make this clear. I fully support the 
provision for increased opportunities for 
higher education for the weaker and 
economically and socially downtrodden 
sections of society. T think this framework 
must be clear that it is not at all my intention 
to make higher education an exclusive 
privilege for a few peoole and to deny it to 
large sections of the people. I shall come back 
to this theme a little later, but I wanted to say 
it at the outset so that there is no 
misundeistandine about my intention in 
bringing this Resolution before the Houst. 
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What 1 am asking for is education to be 
consistent with society and its advance, to 
subserve social and economic objectives of the 
people, to be labour and work oriented, to 
have relevance and social utility, to have a 
system and a framework, to have a direction 
and a discipline and to be able to meet the 
challenges of modern times and should be able 
to generate dynamism and momentum, social, 
economic and political, in this country. 
Knowledge is a good thing to have. But cer-
tainly, higher education is also a means to an 
end and must fit in the overall relations, 
aspirations, objectives, commitments and 
requirements of society. The question, 
threfore, that is not arises Should higher 
education be made available to everybody? 
But the question is: What is our goal, what is 
our direction, what is going to be the content 
of this education, who is going to benefit from 
it, how are our people going to be uplifted, 
how are we going to pass from an agricultural 
backward stage to a modern industrial stage, 
how are the poverty, ignorance and the 
backwardness of our people to be relieved and 
how will our education system benefit our 
people? 

Therefore, in that context there is an urgent 
and desperate. I would say, need for 
restructuring of our education, in fact our 
entire education system step by step, stage by 
stage, so that it can be a meaningful factor in 
the establishment and development of 
democratic, secular, scientific and socialist 
society. It is with this objective in mind that I 
have put forward my ideas. 

What is the situation in the country today ? 
I am sure, Mr. Deputy Chairman, all my 
friends here will agree with me that in any 
system everything is related to everything 
else. Therefore, unless you take action at one 
link you cannot take action at the other and 
ihen you must take action at the third link. 
Before I come to the first link T should like to 
deal with the situation in the country today in 
regard to higher education. 

I submit, Sir, there is an indiscriminate, 
unmeaningful and unthinking expansion of 
higher education, of a kind for which the 
society has no use in India today. Higher 
education has been expanding at the rate of 7 
to 10 per cent during the last two decades. In 
fact, to quote only a few figures, in 1961-64 it 
expanded by 8 per cent and between 1964 and 
1971 by another 10.3 per cent. Whereas in 
1950-51 there were only about 400,000 
students in the Universities of India, today 
there are as many as 3 to 3| million, possibly 
even 4 million. In 1950-51 there were only 27 
universities in this country but today there are 
nearly 84 universities and 9 other institutes of 
equivalent level. At least 60 per cent of our 
higher education is subsidised bv the State. 
Now obviously one can say and I often say 
that this is an indication of progress, of 
achievement, of going forward, I am not 
denying (hat, but the basic question that we 
have to face is whether it is in any way related 
to the needs of our society, to be serviceable 
to the people, to have meaningful relevance 
and use. so that the kind of our education we 
are giving, the kind of education that we are 
providing can be used for accelerated 
development of the country. That is the 
question that I am facing. 

Let me cite the case of only one University, 
Mr. Deputy Chairman, the Delhi University. 
What has happened to the Delhi University? 
The case of the Delhi University, I think, is 
the most typical eye-opener. In 1962-63, there 
were 25,000 students in the Delhi University. 
In 1967-68 it jumped to 52,000 and in 1972-
73 nearly to a hundred thousand. Tn about 10 
years there has been a four-fold increase in the 
higher education. It had only 20 colleges in 
1962-63, today there are nearly 63 colleges 
spiralling all over the city. The colleges, the 
institutions of higher learning are all being put 
under intolerable pressures. Firstly, we said 
that there should be only about a thousand stu-
dents in each college. Then we said, no. each 
college must have at least 1500 students. Then 
we said. no. they must take 1800 students and 
today we are nearly    demanding   that   every    
college 
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least 2000 students. Most of the colleges do 
not have buildings of their own. Many of 
them are run, in school buildings. Some of 
them snare buildings with two or three 
other institutions. There are no facilities 
either for the staff or for the students—no 
recreation grounds, no sports facilities, no 
cultural facilities, no facilities for the staff 
quarters and so on and so forth. 

Obviously this kind of situation cannot 
be continued year after year. Sir, this is 
only one malady. To jny mind the real 
malady is not only the fact that there are a 
hundred thousand students in one 
University, the real malady is that out of 
the hundred thousand students, 70,000 
students are getting an education and 
instruction of a kind, course and content 
which serves no needs of our society. 
It has no relevance to the problems faced 

by our country.    There are, as I said, nearly 3 
to 3i million students in higher education in 
India at present and I dare say that two-thirds 
of them   are getting education  of a  kind   
which   is neither geared to labour, nor work, 
nor productivity.   It only makes them desk-
oriented   and   not   life-oriented.    They can 
sit at some desk and push some files, but they 
cannot face the problems of life.    They 
cannot develop society. Today wherever you 
go in the world you hear about the new 
concepts of education, the new trends of 
thinking, the new content of education, the 
new currents. From  Moscow to Belgrade, 
Paris, London, anywhere   you   go   and you 
hear about  the new currents of thinking Qn 
education.    In  Moscow, I was told recently 
by the Minister for higher education that their 
whole philosophy of education now is to train 
independent and self-contained    individuals    
who    cou d meet the problems of life and of 
society. In France, Germany, in the East Euro-
pean countries and the West European 
countries, everywhere one talks about the use 
of machine in education, equipping the 
students to get on their own. to be 
independent and to work on their owrj. That is 
the objective towards which thp  I students are 
being trained, but unfortuk nateJy in  our 
country very  largely  we ' 

are still teaching the system that Macaulay 
left us with. Unfortunately, most of our 
education, except certain specific areas-
leaving aside the specific areas—-is still 
being run in the old rut and that is the kind 
of higher education that we are providing. 

Now,   Sir,   we   have   read so much about 
lawlessness, indiscipline and restlessness 
among students in the universities.   I crave 
your indulgence for mentioning in   passing   
that   the   academic community all over the 
country has noted  with great   concern   the   
systematic effort   that   is being made in 
university after university   at intimidation,   
threat, violence   and   plain   gangsterism.    
The university community in the whole country 
is anxious and concerned about these 
developments.    You   know  there   have been 
serious incidents at the Delhi University and in 
its colleges, stabbing incidents  and other  
incidents  of intimidation.    There is a feeling 
that there is a deliberate effort to spread a 
climate of fear among teachers and the large 
majority of students and Karmacharis.   This 
obviously has to be met at various levels —at 
the level of law and order, at the level   of   
internal   mobilisation   in   the universities and 
at the level of mobilising public  opinion  
against  such  vandalism and intimidation.    In 
fact, I much confess that the academic 
community in the Delhi University was greatly 
concerned that even after the stabbing case  
took place, for nearly two  weeks no action had   
been   taken.    Now,   some   arrests have   been  
made.    I  hope that  justice would be 
expeditious and all those who are guiltv would 
be held to account immediately.    One other 
fundamental reason for such restlessness and 
such indiscipline in our universities, apart from 
the role of political parties and about which T  
will  not say anvthing to diy—is  the total 
irrelevance of the education that is being given 
to large sectors of our people because it has no 
meaning, it has no rotation with life, it has no 
relation to productivity and it has no relation to 
work. And I should like to sound a note of 
warning here in this House that higher 
education in India is set on a course of disaster.    
Unless    immediate    remedial measures are 
taken, the country will be- 
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convulsed by blind expansion of useless 
education. 1 do not know if any other country 
in this world is playing such a havoc with 
higher education as we are doing in this 
country, where the educational system has just 
no relationship with the actual and specific 
task of economic development of the country. 

Now, Sir, when I say this, I am not saying 
it with any sense of carping criticism of my 
esteemed colleague, the Minister for 
Education. The Minister for Education is a 
deeply learned person. I am sure that he can 
tell me more things than I can tell him; I know 
that he knows what maladies are there; and he 
knows most of the answers also. But then 
there are problems—I will come to them a 
little later—hard decisions which have to be 
taken by the Government and the people of 
this country after carefully thinking, and this 
is what I am trying to highlight. 

Obviously, therefore, there is no question 
about it that there is an immediate need for 
restructuring our educational system so that it 
can be geared to labour, to work, to 
productivity, to economic development, to 
employment, and it is in this context that I 
have moved this Resolution. 

Sir, to my mind, clearly the first need is to 
relate secondary education and the subsequent 
vocational technical institutions and 
polytechnics and other scientific technical 
institutes to labour, work and productivity, I 
know—I have read very carefully the 
Ministry's blueprint 'Education in the Fifth 
Five Year Plan'. Sir, I know very well that the 
Government has many schemes for the institu-
tion of vocational education, for the pro-
motion of vocational education and of 
technical institutes. But I should like to point 
out that in effect, the trend is away from 
useful technical, vocational education, and I 
say, useful, meaningful, technical education. 
Even if you take the official figures which 
often are not full in their scope and even if one 
ignores the content of vocational education 
that is being given, in 1050-51. 44 per cent of 
the students in the higher secondary education 
were taking some 

kind of a vocational education. In 1961-! 62 it 
fell down to 42 per cent and in [965-6H. to 40 
per cent, ft was coming down. Now, I do not 
know what is the laiest figure, but there can be 
only a marginal change. And more than that, the 
question which 1 shall like to ask again is the 
question as to what exactly is being taught in 
these vocational institutions, what is the kind of 
training which is being given, what is the 
usefulness of it which is being given, what is 
the ade-quateness of it. I think that is a im-
portant link in our system of institution of 
vocational courses. And I will say that the same 
story is correct of higher education. In 1967-68, 
74 per cent of the students were in general 
education, and this figure rose to 76 per cent in 
1970-71. That means that the trend is towards 
general education, of a kind which, as I have 
already said, does not serve the needs of 
society. In fact higher education is nothing to 
do with vocational education, if you take out of 
it Commerce and Law. Frankly, Sir, we are 
being unfair to law education. There is an 
indiscriminate, absolutely unplanned expansion 
of graduates of law in this country. I do not 
know whether such a thing would be allowed 
anywhere else. In the Delhi University we had 
700 students a few years ago. Today we have 
3,000 students in law. The whole country would 
be turning out thousands of law graduates. For 
what use? 

SHRI NAWAL KISHORE (Uttar Pradesh):    
They would be politicians. 

DR. VIDYA PRAKASH DUTT: This 
problem, as I said, has to be taken in its total 
political, social perspective because it is not 
one person who can tackle these questions. 
Anyway, if you take out Commerce and Law 
from this picture you will find that vocational 
education really is declining in the higher 
education also. Therefore, I submit as a 
general statement that 80 per cent, of our 
students in Tndia are being trained in 
incompetent and irrelevant education. 

There is another very important point. 
What exactly is the kind of vocational 
education to be given? We can give figures. It 
may be maintained by some that  at  least    40    
per    cent,    of    the 
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students are getting some vocational edu-
cation. But the real fact is that most of this 
vocational education is still too inadequate, is 
still almost useless for gainful employment. 
The most important ieason, to my mind, is that 
our technical and vocational education at 
every level—secondary education, higher 
secondary education, beyond higher se-
condary—every level these vocational 
education is limping, languishing, ill-
equipped, ill-stocked and ill-manned. What 
they do is they learn some tricks of the trade, 
and that is all. They are not really equipped for 
improving production, for getting into the 
rythm of production and labour and activity. 

Now, Sir, the Ministry of Social Welfare's 
blueprint, which I have al-jeady mentioned, in 
the Fifth Five Year Plan has mentioned one of 
the realty aptest remarks that anybody could 
make in this regard. On page 31 they Jiave 
said: 

"One of the major weaknesses of the 
present educational system is that 
secondary education fits a boy for a college 
and almost unfits him for anything else." 

In a well designed national system of 
•education, secondary education must fulfil 
multiple purposes. But the point obviously is 
that our secondary education, whether it is 
vocational or generat-Jy. whatever it is, does 
not fit a student for anything else except to go 
to college and get further useless education 
gene-Tally. I am sorry to say this. My remarks 
may aDpear to be a bit exaggerated to my 
esteemed colleague, the Minister of 
Education. Hut I think, generally speaking. I 
am correct that what they do is to go on 
prolonging the period of irrelevant education. 

SHRI MAHAVIR TYAGI (Uttar Pradesh): 
Suppose secondary education is considered to 
be basic and then vocational training takes 
place. How do you react to that ? 

DR. VIDYA PRAKASH DUTT:    I 
am  coming   to   it.    Unfortunately  the 

difficulty is that links have not yet developed,   
between   vocational   courses  at secondary 
stages, as this blueprint mentions, and 
vocational education at University  level.   
Unfortunately   permanent links have not been 
developed between competent    vocational    
education    and factories, enterprises, industries 
and commerce.    Unless that is done, I J P.M. do  
not  see how we can  solve the problem of 
vocational education or higher education.   
Now, while in        countries      like        Japan      
and Germany, for example, one out of every 
three    students    goes    for    vocational 
schools, in India only one out of eight students 
gets any real vocational education.   That is why 
I have suggested that the  first step must  be  the  
reorganisation, strengthening and establishment 
of technical institutes, vocational education and 
technical knowledge   at all   levels, higher  
secondary  and  subsequent.     In this 
connection, Mr. Deputy Chairman, it pains me 
to say that while the world is moving towards 
science and technology and new ideas and 
experiments, and all this is being depend and 
strengthened from primary education onwards, 
in our country science education and education 
in the use of machines is effectively non-
existent.    Eighty per cent of the students of our 
schools are out of the purview of science.   
They remain untouched  and  unaffected  by the  
temper of science, by the scientific spirit, and 
by the knowledge of science.   Obviouslv no 
country can make progress if four-fifths of  its  
population  is blissfully ignorant. Of course, 
you have yourself mentioned it in  vour  blue-
print, but specific steps ! are yet to be taken so 
that vou can take education,    skills,   
techniques,   training, everything to the villages,  
to the rural areas to get them established there, 
to get them into  the   rhythm   of   further 
development   of   society,   according  to the 
needs of society. 
! 
j 

But let me come to what I regard as the   
most   vital   reason   why  vocational 

I education, technical education, scientific 
education is not catching up. Why is it 
remaining underdeveloped? It is because' 
unfortunately as yet there is no relationship 
between vocational education 
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favour of providing increased opportunities to 
those who have never had any opportunity to get 
out of the previous drudgery of life.    Today, you 
give reservations of 20%  to Scheduled Castes, 
and Scheduled Tribes.    You can have 35%, if 
you like, to include other economically   under-
privileged  sections    of society such as landless 
labourers, Class IV   employees   and   such  other  
people, backward areas and so on and so forth. 
You can give them free education and institute 
large scale stipends. And then make  it  selective  
on  a   merit  basis.   I am  also strongly of the 
view that the large number of our young people, 
who have been constrained by circumstances to  
get  employment  in  factories,  enterprises and 
other working institutions before they had any 
opportunity of higher education, should also get 
certain facilities for acquiring knowledge and    
for self-cultivation   and  for  bringing abeut 
greater mobility in our social stratum. But.   Sir,  
regular   college   education   is not  the only 
means for achieving this purpose.   These people 
must be provided with various other forms of 
higher education, which they can utilise effec-
tively while they are working, such as 
correspondence course, open universities and  
various such  forms and organizations of 
education.    And this unlimited, expansion  in  
getting  general  education and instruction of a 
kind which is totally divorced from  our people,    
from    our needs, from our requirements and 
from the challenges of modern society must stop.    
And you must make then higher education 
selective on the basis of merit. 

Sir, I understand all the difficulties-that my 
hon. friend, the hon. Minister of Education, 
feels he has about these matters. That is why I 
am not saying that he alone is to take action. 
The whole Government, in fact, the whole 
country must think about it and take action 
about these matters because every school 
wants to have the right to decide as to what it is 
going to teach. And every State, every unit—
jealously guards its right to determine the text-
books, the content of education and' what 
should be taught and so on and so forth. In the 
House, the other day, one hon. friend gave the 
example of a 

and employment, between skill  and its use, 
between technical institutes and industry  and 
between training in techni-ues aad a national 
employment policy. 1 he main and the vital 
missing link, in my view,  is    a    national 
employment policy.   The Government and the 
entire public sector to-day insist on a useless B.A. 
degree for any worthwhile post in the country. 
Now, if you insist that one must have a B.A. 
degree in order to get any post, then you must 
enable one to get  a  B.A.  degree.  But  if you 
change your national employment policy, and il 
the  Government  and  the entire  public sector 
take a decision that they will give a  lead  and 
give preference to students of vocational and 
skilled education and would not insist on a B.A. 
degree, then obviously the picture would start 
changing rapidly.    Therefore,  I suggest that 
unless you take this step, no other ->tep will have 
any meaning, will provide any answer.   The 
Government and the public sector must declare 
that in future they will take only those with 
skilled education.    Only thus can vocational 
education be made   important,   relevant and 
attractive.   That is why I have suggested this as 
the second fundamental step in the re-structuring 
of education, after you have strengthened and 
reorganised vocational education.    I also suggest 
that as distinct from B.A. (Hons.) courses in the 
universities,    all    B.A.    (Pass)    courses 
should  be at least half vocational and that the 
employment policy should give a  prominent 
place  to  those  with  such skills. 

Once the Government and the public sector 
adopts !\uch a national policy, the private 
sector, I think, will gradually fall in line. In 
any case, the lead has to come from the 
Government and the public sector. Only after 
these two vital steps can you go on to take the 
third most important step of making higher 
education selective on the basis of merit. As I 
said earlier very categorically and without the 
slightest inhibition on my part, my intention is 
not to make higher education the exclusive 
preserve for a privileged few, for affluent 
sections of society but to make it fulfil our 
national   goals   and   aspirations.    I am   in 
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text-book that was being used in a public 
school with all kinds of statements. Now I can 
understand the problems of the hon. Minister 
of Education because very often these things 
are not exclusively in his hands. But I am quite 
clear in my mind that there can be no national 
planning without planning in education—
planning in manpower, in trained personnel 
and different kinds of requirements as to how 
many doctors you require, how many 
engineers you require, how many technicians 
you require, how many masons you require, 
how many stenographers you require and so 
on and so forth. How can this be done unless 
there is relevant and important national 
planning in education as well as economic 
planning? And therefore, I suggest that 
education must become a concurrent subject 
so that it can play its effective role in our 
economic development. If it is not a con-
current subject, most of the things will remain 
on paper and nobody will let them be 
translated into reality. 

And then finally I come to one of the other 
fundamental problems being faced by our 
country in this field. And again the Minister of 
Education is not the one who can carry the 
entire burden. There is this total divorce 
between educational expansion and economic 
expansion, between educational development 
and economic development. Expansion in edu-
cation has been leaping forward without even 
a pause, without even a look behind, without 
even taking stock of the general economic 
situation of the country, almost at the rate of 7 
to 10 per cent, as I said earlier. But there has 
been no concurrent, simultaneous, economic 
expansion. In 1950-51 the rate of growth was 
3.5 per cent, in 1960-61 3.3 per cent, in 1970-
71 3 per cent, and we do not know what it is 
this year. . . 

SHRI J. P. YADAV (Bihar): Two per cent. 
DR.    VIDYA    PRAKASH   DUTT: 

Educational expansion and economic ex-
pansion cannot go separately. They have to be 
dovetailed, coordinated and they have to go 
forward hand in hand, and hard decisions will 
be needed in the 

j field of education, to give a new direction to 
education, to give it a new content, a new 
meaning, a new relevance, to serve our needs 
of productivity, to establish a modern, 
progressive, State. These hard decisions are 
needed not only 

i in the political, economic and other fields, but 
equally in the educational field ... 

MR.  DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:   Now you 
should wind up. 

DR.    VIDYA    PRAKASH    DUTT: 
And it is with a view to directing the attention 
of this House and the Ministry of Education 
and the Government of India towards giving 
this new direction, whatever hard decisions 
are needed to be taken now, that I move and 
commend this Resolution for the acceptance 
of the House and the Minister. 

The  question  was proposed. 

DR. R. K. CHAKRABARTI (West Bengal): 
Mr. Deputy Chairman, I wholeheartedly 
welcome Dr. Dutt's Resolution. It gives us 
another opportunity to discuss the problem of 
education in the country. During the last few 
sessions, almost every week probably, we are 
getting a chance to discuss the problem of 
education in this country. When we talk about 
mass education, mass education has a different 
meaning in relation to our country, because 
here mass education has become mass 
education for higher studies. In fact, it is not 
the education for the masses. During the last 
25 years we have concentrated all our efforts 
and energy to build up colleges and 
universities like anything, and now we find 
that there is a tremendous rush from the side of 
the students to get admission to the colleges 
and universities. Now, in that manner, or in 
that matter, we have not paid that much at-
tention though it has been mentioned in the 
Constitution that we must give free education 
to the children of age group 6-11. So my 
humble submission to the Education Minister 
is that primary education must be taken over 
immediately under Central control, even if 
reauired, by amending the Constitution. Tf you 
look into the annual report of 1972-73. you  
will  find   in  Chapter  II  that   the 
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Centre has allocated so much of money for 
expanding the scheme. First they have provided 
something like Rs. 4.4 crores and then again 
30,000 additional primary school teachers   
have   been   sanctioned. Again    you   will   
see   another    budget allocation   by   the 
Centre.   This shows clearly that financing is 
actually  being done  by  the  Central 
Government.    If the   financing   is   done   by   
the   Central   Government,    what   is   the   
difficulty of taking over   the   total primary 
education  in  the  whole country  under the 
direct control of the Central Government ?    
My idea is that at each block level there should 
be at least one or two primary  schools  to   
start  with.    These should have four classes, I 
to IV, and should be directly under the control 
of the Central Government.    Even   in urban 
areas where you have schools with 10 or 11 
classes, you should have primary  schools for 
first to  fourth  standards which are directly 
under the control of the Central Government.    
Then we can think of bringing education under 
the Concurrent List as Prof. Dutt has 
advocated.    At  least  we  can make   a 
beginning in that   direction  by   taking over 
the entire primary education under the direct 
control of the Central Government.    Financing 
and administration of these schools should be 
by the Central Government.    Of course there 
will be local boards consisting of local edu-
cationists or local representatives just to watch 
and supervise the activities of such schools.    
But financing,    administration and the staff 
will be under the direct control of the Central 
Ministry of Education.    In that way we should 
try to implement  what we  have  promised to 
the  people in  our Constitution,  namely, that 
we should give free and com-\nulsory 
jeducation   to the   children   in the age group   
of 6 to  11.    T feel we should make a 
beginning in this direction.   If we start one or 
two schools in a block, that will  be enough to   
start with.    The whole idea is that primary 
education   should   not   be    left  to    the 
States.    They should not be allowed to eo in 
different directions. For example, the  Ministry  
of Education  has  accepted the pattern of 10 + 
2+3. that   is, 10 for high school, 2 for 
intermediate   or junior college  and  3 for the 
first uni- 

versity degree.    The   problem   is   that there 
are many schools in   the   States with 10 classes 
and several others with 11 classes.    If you   
make   it 10+2 + 3, what is going to happen to 
students of schools where there are 11  classes 
and what would  happen  to   those  students who 
have had only 10 years of schooling ?   Where 
will these boys go for two years' education ?    
For   them   are   we going to open junior 
colleges ?   This  is a complicated affair.    It is 
going to be done in the same manner in West 
Bengal and probably in some other States also.    
We are not as fortunate as the people in the 
capital where things   are different.    Here the 
schools are of the same standard and the syllabii 
are the same and teachers are similarly paid. In 
the University also things are not different.    All  
the  52  colleges,  referred to by  Dr.  Dutt,  are   
constituent   colleges and  not affiliated   colleges   
and   therefore all the teachers get the same bene-
fit.    But people in  other parts of the country  
are  not   so   fortunate.    There colleges are   
affiliated colleges and for this reason teachers in 
the Universities have  a  better  pay-scales   
whereas   the teachers  in   colleges   are   very   
poorly paid.    Those   colleges   cannot   become 
constituent colleges.    Similarly, all  our schools 
do not provide  11  years or  12 years of 
schooling because of lack   of funds and step-
motherly  treatment.    It is   because,   Sir,   in   
Delhi,   there   are so many schools and    they 
can    have funds to raise all the schools to  11 or 
12 years.    But in some States we have some 
schools with  10 years and  some schools with   
11   years  and  this  is  because of paucity of 
funds and because of    lack    of    laboratories,    
equipment teachers, etc. 

Then, Sir, I come to the question of 
vocational training or technical training. Prof. 
Dutt has mentioned that he does not know 
really why there has been so much fall in the 
output from the vocational schools in our 
country. Sir. if you remember, at the 
beginning of the Third Plan period there was 
so much enthusiasm and there was so much of 
expansion of industries and many industrial 
projects were taken up and many boys, a large 
number of students 



159 Re Reorganisation [ RAJYA SABHA'] of Higher Educution       160

[Dr. R. K.. Chakrabarti] really went in for 
polytechnic and engineering education. After 
three years tnere was a big change and you 
find that many of the polytechnics are running 
with half the original number of stuaents and 
without sufficient number of students there are 
polytechnics which are working now. In a 
polytechnic in Darjeeling there are very few 
students and I think the number of students 
will be less than the number of teachers there. 
What is the reason for this ? Why was there so 
much rush during one period when so many 
students wanted to take up engineering 
degrees and technical courses and went to the 
polytechnics and why now not so many 
students are going to the polytechnics ? If you 
look at the employment situation, you will 
find that there is no assurance of job. You may 
say that there is general unemployment. Yes, 
we agree that there is general unemployment. 
But, if you look at the public sector enterprises 
or the private sector side, you will find that we 
do not have a system, a system of appointing 
these licentiates at certain levels, the 
Bachelor's degree-holders at a particular level 
and the Master's degree-holders or the 
doctorate degree-holders at a particular level 
and so on. There is no such system. It is a 
simple pick-and-choose system. You can 
appoint anybody. He may be a matriculate or a 
non-matriculate and you may have to promote 
an apprentice as an assistant foreman or junior 
foreman or an assistant engineer. My point is 
that unless there is a categorical assurance that 
70% of such jobs at different levels, for 
example, at the level of junior foreman or 
assistant foreman or assistant engineer, is 
reserved for licentiates and graduate degree-
holders, and at the level of research and 
development for Master's degree-holders or 
doctorate degree-holders, the students will not 
go in for education in the polytechnics and 
engineering colleges. Such a specific 
assurance must be there. The rest of the 30% 
can be given to the boys who will be coming 
for the apprenticeships or who will be coming 
from the lower rungs for doing maintenance 
and other types of work in the industry. 

Then, even when you go higher, when you go 
in for higher education and j highly qualified 
persons, you may be producing post-graduate 
degree-holders in engineering and technology 
or doctorate-degree-holders. But where are you 
going to employ them ? You see, in most of the 
engineering concerns where they are doing it 
with foreign collaboration, what happens ? 
What does this collaboration mean ? We bring 
the design from the foreign countries and we 
copy those designs and we simply fabricate 
them here. We need actually in this country 
three types of engineering or technical 
personnel. One type must go in for the 
maintenance of the 'plants of the industrial 
concerns, of the machines installed, because 
these machines must be maintained properly. 
When there is no proper maintenance of the 
machinery you can see what happens. You can 
find an example in the power position in our 
country now. We have installed higher-capacity 
boilers only a few years ago. about ten years 
ago. and these boilers have a life of 30 to 40 
years and their installed capacity is about 130 to 
140 MW. But it has come down to 40 MW. Out 
of the four boilers, three are completely shut 
down most of the time in a year. What is the 
reason ? It is because we have not selected the 
proper persons and we have not trained people 
in the proper maintenance of such equipment. 
So, a category of engineers with diplomas or 
graduate degrees must be there and this 
category must be for the maintenance type of 
jobs. Another category must be there for design 
and fabrication work. It must be for the design 
of bridges and roads and for the fabrication 
work and so on. All design and fabrication 
work should be done by this category of 
engineers. 

Then, Sir, the third category, the higher 
category, which consists of people with higher 
qualifications, with post-graduate or doctorate 
degrees, should be there for R&D, that is, re-
search and development. In how many public 
sector enterprises or private sector enterprises 
we have R&D Department ? Some public 
sector enterprise or private   sector   
enterprises do   have 
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R&D Department, but I don't think , they are 
doing a good job in most of the places; they 
are not serious about it. So my suggestion is 
that we must make it compulsory both for the 
public sector projects and also private sector 
projects that they must set apart two or three 
per cent of their gross sale for R&D 
Department. And in these R&D Departments 
we must put qualified people. We must not 
waste a Master's Degree in Engineering by 
putting the man in a boiler plant or in the 
Maintenance Department or to supervise the 
production of a number of consumer items. 
That is a national wastage. 

Next coming to the question of dis-
crimination,  we find  that  though   one goes 
through a technical course, an engineering 
course or medical profession, still we have a 
set of privileged class in our working system, 
like the TAS and ICS   cadres.     I   am   not  
blaming  anybody;  I  know   they   are   
doing   good work.    But I differ on the point 
whether an IAS officer, who is capable of 
administering  a  district,   can   also    be put 
in charge of family planning or he can also 
become the Managing-Director or   the   
General   Manager   of a   steel plant.    That 
is  where  I am objecting. For these, we must 
have qualified and experienced     technical      
people.     For example,    take   the    State    
Electricity Boards.     In    most    State    
Electricity Boards  what we find is   that we   
are putting deputationists—IAS or generalist 
people.    I am not arguing in favour of the  
technical  people  doing   file   work only.    I 
am not saying that these technical   people   
should    come   to   Delhi Secretariat and 
simply put their signature.    No.    My idea is 
that their talent must  be utilized   in  the   
plant.    Why don't we make them General 
Manager of  the  plant  and  also   give  them   
an equal status and privileges and pay and 
salaries like the class of people who are IAS  
or ICS?    They are also equally responsible 
for running the whole plant or the whole big 
organization like any steel holding company.   
We should not discriminate and we should 
not create 
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a privileged class and perpetuate that class for 
any longer time, because that creates rather 
frustration in the minds of the experienced, 
qualified and really meritorious engineers 
who are working in the steel holding company 
or in the particular steel plant that they cannot 
ever reach even nearer to the salary of the 
IAS, Secretary, Joint Secretary or Under 
Secretary and so on. So my point is that there 
must be a balance between this category of 
people and the other category of technical 
staff... 

(Time bell rings.) 

Sir, 1 will take two   minutes   more, and 
make one more   important   point. I shall now 
come to the   question   of the education of 
Scheduled Caste   and Scheduled Tribe 
students.    I   have advocated this many times 
in the Boards, Universities    and    colleges.     
What    is happening  there ?    I   will  just  give  
a parallel example of what is happening in the  
United States.    The Whites are saying that the 
Blacks are not educated, they are not skilled 
and so   they cannot employ   them   in   their   
institutions.    And the Blatfts are saying that 
they  do  not  have  the  opportunity   to go to 
schools and colleges because their grades  are 
not  up  to   that   mark   by which they may 
qualify to get education and go to higher 
schools and colleges and universities.    The 
same thing is happening here.   We are holding 
admission tests for admission to engineering 
colleges, admission to medical colleges, and so 
on.    You  make a merit list.   Out of 500 
marks, a student from the urban areas may get 
325 marks or 350  marks.    But  the  Scheduled  
Caste and Scheduled Tribe boys come   from 
the village level and they may not succeed to 
get more than 200 or 250; they may secure even  
150 or 170.    And as such  they   do   not   
normally  get   any chance to get admission to 
engineering colleges or medical colleges.    
Until and unless you keep a fixed quota in all 
the medical colleges or engineering colleges or 
polytechnics or even in the Science and  Arts 
colleges'—10 or  15   per   cent quota—
irrespective of the marks secured  by those   
coming   from   Scheduled ! Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes, vou cannot 
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[Dr. R. K. Chakrabarti] build up a 
cadre of these people or boys who will be 
encouraged to come there. You will have 
to help them financially also wherever 
they go to these colleges. 

Thank you. 
SHRI S. S. MARISWAMY (Tamil 

Nadu): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir I am 
really thankful to Dr. Dutt for bringing 
forward such a good Resolution and also 
for the eloquent speech that he has 
delivered. I would have been happier if he 
had begun his Resolution from the lower 
levels, that is from the elementary and 
secondary school levels. It is all right that 
we can build up very good universities and 
impart modern technological education at 
higher levels. What about the elements 
that come to our colleges now? As you 
are witnessing, they are the products of 
the late colonial system of education 
begun at the time of Lord Macaulay. We 
have not changed anything since then. 
When our Constitution was drafted, it was 
stated in a clear-cut language in the 
Directive Principles that we should impart 
compulsory education to the children. 
The State shall endeavour to provide 
within a period of 10 years from the com-
mencement of this Constitution, free and 
compulsory education for all children 
until they complete the age of 14 years. If 
this foundation and this super-structure 
had been there, then whatever my good 
friend is envisaging would have certainly 
come into being. But, unfortunately, that 
is the first blunder that we committed. 
The result is that we find chaos and 
confusion all around us. The entire 
education system has been spoiled and no 
day passes without some incident in this 
college or that college in this State or that 
State. Delhi, the capital with the Almighty 
Government, is presenting a horrible 
picture to the whole country. We find the 
students rioting, looting and molesting. 
This is the net result of education. 
Therefore, I would request Dr. Nurul 
Hasan to go to the grass-roots to 
reorganise the education. It is not enough 
if he does something at the higher level. 
As a result of our mistakes, the entire 
country is fac- 

ing a danger. The present-day generation 
is not able to build its character. Our 
leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, Nehru Ji, 
Raja Ji and Dr. Annadurai and others laid 
the greatest stress on character building. 
But unfortunately, we have not bestowed 
any attention towards this aspect. As a 
result, you find that the standard has gone 
down. In those days, the great leaders 
were living a simple life. They did not 
lead ostentatious life. They wore hand-
woven cloth and lived a very frugal life in 
order to impress upon the younger 
generation that character is the most 
important thing. What has happened 
now? We find that in every walk of life, 
people are living ostentatious and 
glamorous life. Fortunately our In-
formation and Broadcasting Minister is 
also here. As you know, the greatest 
stress is laid on the cinema. People have 
started worshipping cinema stars of both 
sexes. If things go on like that. I am 
afraid a day will come when cinema stars 
will be occupying important positions. In 
the place of Shri I. K. Gujral, you will 
find Satrughan Sinha. Therefore, we have 
failed to bring up the nation. 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I think 
you will be partial to the lady stars rather 
than the male stars. 

SHRI S. S. MARISWAMY: Twenty-
five years have passed but still, as my 
friend, Dr. Dutt has put it, we still cling 
to that old Macaulay and his system, a 
colonial system. He wanted to create 
clerks in the country and he succeeded in 
that. And what have we produced? Clerks 
plus goondaism, clerks plus glamour. 
And a clerk's tendency is to earn easy 
money and indulge in all malpractices 
imaginable and unimaginable. This is the 
net result. What is the use of reforming 
only the higher level of education? We 
should  go  to   the   peripheral   level. 

Now the country is faced with acute 
food shortage. There are food riots here 
and there. Thanks to my good friend, Mr. 
Gujral such news does not come out over 
the All India Radio or through other 
sources. He is a very able Minister in that 
respect!     f    will 
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give him three cheers. He is successfully 
managing the All India Radio and giving 
select news. There are alarming reports 
that in certain pockets there are food 
riots. This is a very dangerous situation. 
And what more have you? You have the 
aftermath of the U.P. constabulary revolt. 
One side you have flood conditions and 
on the other you have drought conditions. 
There is the unemployment problem 
looming large in a number of States and 
there is Governors' rule in a number of 
States—U.P., Orissa and Andhra. Yet, 
cine stars get easy access to the rulers of 
the country. 

X 

I 
When I was in Madras I read a news 

item that a cinema star posing himself to 
be a political leader got an audience of 45 
minutes with the great Prime Minister of 
this country but I do not know what 
transpired between them. But people close 
to the Prime Minister's Secretariat told me 
that it was only a mere talk and in spite of 
the best efforts of the actor, Madam, who 
is known for her great culture and 
decency was very clever in avoiding 
political issues being discussed and all the 
time she was asking him about his 
impending trip to Russia and other places 
he proposes to visit. I am not jealous of 
anybody getting an interview with 
Madam. But how are the days now? 
These are very dangerous days. We are 
sitting on dynamite. We do not know what 
is going to happen tomorrow. My friend,, 
Mr. Bhupesh Gupta is already fuming and 
fretting about the Bengal Bundh. And my 
friend, Mr-Qureshi has just now 
announced a disastrous tram accident, and 
God only knows whether it was an act of 
sabotage because it is in the eastern region 
and anything can happen in the eastern 
region. So, the Prime Minister and her 
Secretariat should be engrossed with the 
problems which I have mentioned above; 
they should concentrate more on how to 
solve unemployment, how to procure 
more foodgrains, how to work the levy 
system successfully, how to get this and 
that. I am sorry, Sir, they should  not 
waste  their precious     time 
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talking to, what may be called, cheap-cine  
sabre-rattlers.    That  is not  going to  take 
us anywhere.    People like our great 
Prime Minister, the Ministers and 
Members of Parliament  should  set  an 
example  to   other   people   and  try    to 
lead other people, especially the younger 
generation.    If somebody sitting on the 
top is giving more than what is due to  
somebody who  is    nothing    but  a 
glamorous cine-actor, then what  about 
our students, our boys?    They will be 
talking  about  this   star   and   that  star 
but would not care to know who are the 
founders of our freedom or who is the 
Father of the Nation.    Would they care   
to  study   their  teachings?       We have 
failed in organising our educational 
system  over the last 26 years;  we did not  
even   approach  the  subject   in    a 
proper  manner.    We have  been  oblig-
ing certain personalities by giving them 
the  department   of    education.      They 
were adorning the chair without doing 
anything.    Even during the time of our 
struggle with the Britishers Gandhiji and 
other people laid so much stress on edu-
cation.    There  was  the  Nayi     Talim. 
After independence    we    have    totally 
forgotten  it  and  now  we    are    going 
round and round    in a vicious    circle. 
On one point I am sorry I cannot agree 
with  both  Dr.   Dutt  and  Dr.  Chakra-
barti even though I keep them in high 
esteem for their erudition, eloquence and 
the  deep  research  they have made on the 
subject.   I applaud them, but they want   
this  subject  to  be  taken   to  the 
Concurrent   Li-.t  from  the   State   List. 
So  far  as  I am  concerned,  I see  red in   
that.     I  cannot  accept   it.    If    we give 
education to the Centre what will happen?    
I am  giving    one    example. Money is 
freely spent for the propagation of Hindi 
without looking into the results at all.    I 
have a few facts here. Grants given to 
voluntary Hindi organisations  for  the  
propagation  of    Hindi are: — 

 
Then,  again, grants    given    to    the 

Governments     of     non-Hindi-speaking 
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The total comes to Rs. 50,58,000 or 

nearly half a crore. Now, Sir, the ex-
penditure on Hindi in the last three years 
is Rs. 30 lakhs, Rs. 29 lakhs and Rs. 21 
lakhs. 1 am asking the hon. Minister, 
Prof. Nurul Hasan, whether any effort has 
been made to find out how this money 
was spent, what are the tangible results 
achieved and whether any useful purpose 
has been served by spending so much 
money. How many people have come up 
in Hindi in the non-Hindi-speaking areas? 
Furthermore, I tell you that this is not 
only a waste of public money. Also, it 
creates a feeling in the minds of non-
Hindi-speaking people that the Centre is 
trying to impose Hindi in so many ways. 
All because it has been left with so much 
of resources. Suppose the resources were 
not there. The Centre would not have 
indulged in this kind of what you may 
call extravagance. I would rather say that 
no effort has been made to check the 
accounts. The money is being 
indiscriminately spent and for no useful 
purpose. So, I would rather request that 
'education' should remain only in the 
State List and not in the Concurrent List 
at all. If it goes to the Concurrent List I 
am afraid that it will be misused. In place 
of Prof. Nurul Hasan—I hope we are still 
in the age of democracy—anybody may 
come in, anyone like even my good 
friend, Mr. Bhupesh Gupta, might come 
in or somebody from LLP. might 

come in with all love and affection—I do 
not use the word 'fanaticism'—for Hindi. 
He might spend all the money, whatever 
they collect, only on the propagation of 
Hindi. 

Before I finish, I would say that the top 
leaders, people who have got an 
opportunity to govern the country, people 
who are held in high esteem, not only by 
the people of this country but also by 
people all over the world, especially 
people of the type of our Prime Minister, 
Mrs. Gandhi, who is held in high esteem 
and which she really deserves, must try 
to show to every other people that they 
respect those who believe in austerity, 
those who are submissive in character 
and those who want to build up the 
nation and not the sabre-rattlers or some 
screen actors, posing as political 
personalities. 

Thank you. 
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[THE    VICE   CHAIRMAN   (SHRI   S.   S 
MARISWAMY) in the Chair.] 
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI S. S. 
MARISWAMY): You have taken 15 
minutes. Fifteen minutes is the limit. 
There are a number of speakers. 
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DR. VIDYA PRAKASH DUTT: I 
would only like to clarify. I did not say 
free education for everybody who 
belongs to a particular region. I only said 
that you may keep certain reservations, 
give them free education through 
scholarships and give them increased 
opportunities. But at the same time make 
education selective. Please do not 
misquote me. 
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DR. VIDYA PRAKASH DUTT: I 
want to dissociate myself from your 
category. 

SHRI NAWAL KISHORE: You do not 
belong to my category. It is a tragedy that 
you have been dragged into  my  
category  though  you  do   not 
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI S. S. 

MARISWAMY):   Mr.  Bipinpal  Das. 

SHRI BIPINPAL DAS (Assam): Mr. 
Vice-Chairman, Sir, I am indeed very 
glad that Dr. Dutt has brought up this 

subject before us for discussion, because 
I consider this to be a very vital question 
that we should discuss particularly at this 
point of time when we are to draw up the 
Fifth Five Year Plan. 

Sir, ever since I have come to this 
House, on various occasions when I had 
the opportunity to take part in educational 
debates, I put forward almost the same 
idea in various forms and, therefore, I 
have no hesitation at all the supporting 
the Resolution placed before  the House 
by Dr.  Dutt. 

The question before us is that we are 
striving to have a planned development of 
our economy. By the time the Fifth Plan 
is ready, I think, we will enter into a new 
phase, a new era, of planned development 
of our economy. The question before us 
is: What is the relation between the 
planned development of the economy of 
the country, of the society, and the 
educational system? This is the question. 
We have to bring about a relationship, 
strike some relationship, indicate some 
relationship between the two. 
Unfortunately, what is the situation 
today? In short, if I may say so, today 
education is absolutely incapable of 
contributing anything towards the social 
and economic development of this 
country. This is the basic question. And, 
therefore, the question of change, the 
question of revision, the question of 
reorganization has come up. 

Now, the situation today is that a 
student, boy or girl, enters the school and 
completes the secondary stage. The 
student, he or she, a good student or a bad 
student, somehow secures 30% marks 
and ultimately he or she becomes a 
matriculate. And then he thinks that his 
way to the University must open. 
Whatever may be his merit, he goes to 
the University. There again, he may pass, 
he may fail—once, twice or thrice —and 
ultimately he gets a degree and he 
becomes a graduate. He gets some kind 
of a status in society. He is a graduate. 
After passing B.A., he may go in for 
M.A. There is nothing else before him. 
This is the tragedy of the situation today.    
The present system is 
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[Shri Bipinpal Das] 
producing batches of young   men    and 
women who go   through    the    regular 
course, the so-called  general course of 
education.   Some of them become post-
graduates.    Some of    them    ultimately 
find themselves absolutely useless in the 
society.   They do not know what to do. 
Mr.  Nawal Kishore's objection is that 
even if Dr. Dutt's proposition is accepted, 
the problem of unemployment   will not 
be solved.    I am coming to    that. But 
what about the situation today? An 
engineer, if he is not employed, at least 
has the ability or possibility of his being 
self-employed. He has something in his 
hand, something in his brain, some skill, 
and he can keep himself busy. But what 
about the student who gets a pure degree 
in Arts or Science or   Commerce, does 
B.A. or B.Sc, or M.A. or M.Sc. ? If he is 
not very highly qualified, he cannot get a 
job in a college or he cannot pass   the 
competitive examinations.   This is   the 
situation.   The time and money   spent on 
such boys and girls are a complete waste.   
Therefore, I am saying that the present 
system  of education is absolutely 
purposeless.    I do not want to say that 
those    who come   out    of   these 
colleges are all useless.    Some of them 
become professors, teachers, doctors and 
administrators.    But an    overwhelming 
number of students who come out    of this 
system of education,    do    become 
useless in the society that we want   to 
build up and from that point of view 
alone, I say that the present system   of 
education   has proved to be   absolutely 
purposeless.    Unfortunately, I have   to 
point out that this is a system    which was 
introduced into our country by the British.   
They   had   a   purpose.   They wanted 
clerks,    policemen,   magistrates, 
lawyers, etc.    to  run  their administra-
tion.    It served their   purpose.   Today, 
we do not want to utilise a young man or a 
woman only in the services.    We want 
more and more people in activities that we 
want to develop through    our planned 
development of economy. From that 
angle, this system has proved to be 
absolutely   useless   in    an   independent 
country    which wants to    develop    its 
economy through planned efforts.    The 
net result of this system is that we have 
produced nothing but an army of para-
sites.    We want men and women who 

can do something, contribute to produc-
tion in different fields and who can ulti-
mately lead the country to progress and 
prosperity in different fields, social, cul-
tural and economical. Today, a large 
number of students coming out of this 
system are parasites. They live on the 
labours of somebody else. They cannot 
do anything themselves. This situation 
must be changed. 

While taking part in the debate on the 
Ministry of Education and even today, 
some learned friends of mine have given 
their own ideas about objectives of 
education. I have also seen the objectives 
enunciated by the Education Commission. 
But I will put only two objectives before 
us. There may be many more. But 
basically speaking, these two objectives are 
firstly, to produce citizens with such ideas, 
knowledge and mental training as are 
absolutely necessary for the achievement 
of our national objectives of democracy, 
socialism, secularism and national 
integration. The content of education 
should be such as will train our boys and 
girls in order to lead this nation towards 
this goal. The goal is socialism, 
democracy, secularism and national 
integration. It is a national goal. It is not a 
party goal. The second objective is more 
important in my opinion. It is to produce 
men and women with such knowledge and 
practical training as are necessary not only 
for running the affairs of the State but also 
for making active contribution towards so-
cial and economic develoment of the 
country. . In my opinion, this second 
objective should be more emphasised in 
the context of the situation today. Even 
out of the present educational system, we 
are having professors, scientists, research 
scholars and administrators. But we are 
lacking in men and women who . can . 
take part directly with knowledge and skill 
and with training, in the development of 
this country in the economic field. This is 
the field in which we are lacking very 
much. Therefore, I would like to 
emphasise the second objective much 
more. Therefore, Sir, it is for this reason 
that I feel very strongly that we should 
have extensive organisation of 
polytechnices and vocational institutions at 
the secondary or    post-secondary    stage.    
Now    here 
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I would like to make a difference. Dr. 
Dutt has emphasised on the post-secon-
dary stage. Many people do that. But in 
my humble opinion, Sir, I would like to 
suggest that diversification of education 
into vocational and technical lines should 
start not only at the post-secondary stage 
but even before that and I have seen in the 
East European countries what they have 
done. They have diverted students into 
different vocational and technical lines 
even after four or six years of schooling. 
Even before the secondary stage is com-
pleted this diversification must take place. 
It depends upon the capacity of the States 
how best they can organise it, but it must 
take place not only at the post-secondary 
stage but even before that. That is my 
stand. Therefore, as I said, we must have 
technical and vocational institutions of 
different grades—may be three or four 
grades. The first grade may begin much 
earlier. The second may begin at the post-
secondary stage, the third a little later and 
the fourth may be the research institu-
tions. 

Now, Sir, there is another aspect of the 
whole question. Today, we find, as I said 
earlier, that a student passes the secondary 
school examination by securing 30 per 
cent marks. That is the general rule. You 
all know what the content of education is 
and even there if he gets 30 per cent 
marks, he becomes qualified to enter the 
university education. Even in this 
examination, if you take the whole 
country into consideration, not more than 
30 to 40 per cent pass. About 60 to 70 per 
cent fail in the examination. What a 
tremendous loss not only of money and 
time but human resources. Why do they 
fail? Perhaps they would not have done 
so bad if some of these students who 
could not master mathematics, who could 
not master Sanskrit or literature, were 
given a little training in carpentry, 
tailoring or in the trades of smithy, metal 
works or some such occupation. Had 
there been any scope for diversification at 
the earlier stage, such a student would not 
have wasted his time, money and his 
entire life by trying to pass the school 
final examination, in which also he ulti-
mately fails.   Even after that, we know 

the results at the university level. There-
fore, if you look at this from this angle, 
we find that we are today wasting 
money, time and human resources in a 
collosal scale. 

Now some are worried about the 
population problem. I am also worried 
about it. It must be curtailed, there is no 
doubt about it. Population may be a very 
serious liability for a country, but if we 
know how to utlise them, they can also 
become an asset. So, economic planning 
must go side by side with manpower 
planning and manpower planning must 
begin at the primary stage of education. 
There is no use simply producing big 
engineers who are lying without any job 
now. We should know the exact 
requirement for different jobs. In the 
absence of this the problem of 
unemployment will go on increasing. 
Therefore, we have to organise the whole 
thing from this angle 

Here I would like to say that the 
technical education, as I said earlier, 
should be made of different grades. Once 
before I said and the hon. Minister of 
Education may remember that we are not 
so much in need of first-grade engineers 
in this country. In my opinion, we are 
much more in need of technicians, 
mechanics, the bottom people who work 
in fields and factories, not those who 
push files and sign papers. We want 
people who actually work in the fields. 
Such people should be equipped with 
knowledge and skill and we are more in 
need of such people. Therefore, these 
schools and institutions must be of a 
different character. 

SHRI BRAHMANANDA PANDA 
(Orissa) : They are also unemployed. 

SHRI BIPINPAL DAS : So, I say 
economic planning and manpower plan-
ning must go side by side. If we have 
only one, we will not solve the problem. 
Without a correct economic planning or 
planning for development, you cannot 
plan for education. Both go hand in hand. 
We are trying to have economic planning 
without manpower planning.   That is the 
tragedy.   It must 
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[Shri Bipinpal Das] be corrected. I have 
spoken about diversification. (Time bell 
rings). One point is about admission to 
higher education. Only two points I will 
cover to cut short. I am in favour of 
admission to higher education strictly on 
merit. I know I will be criticised. I have 
been criticised in the past by many, but I 
am strictly in favour of having admission 
to higher education on the basis of merit. 
When I say merit, merit does not mean 
only the affluent classes. It should come 
from all classes. We should draw students 
from the villages, from towns and from 
poor families. I have been a teacher and I 
know that a large number of students who 
have shown merit came from poorer 
families. Therefore, emphasis on merit 
and nothing but merit will not be wrong 
and it does not go against the principles 
of socialism. It is quite true, as Dr. Dutt 
has said, that the Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes, as communities have 
for generations and generations and for 
ages never seen what education is. They 
have not come into touch with education. 
So, they cannot be expected suddenly to 
complete with other sections on merit. 
For them there may be a short period of 
reservation. As in the Constitution we 
may have some sort of guarantee for 
admissions. Some reservations for ten or 
twenty years may be made. Otherwise, 
higher education for scientists, engineers, 
doctors or whatever it is—must be strictly 
on merit. That will help us in utilising the 
manpower properly. That will save us 
from the wastage of manpower. That will 
ultimately save us from the shortage of 
capital. As I said, the rate of growth of 
population in our country is very high, 
but population can be an asset if we know 
how to utilise them in a planned manner. 
Jf we have a planned manpower pio-
gramme, even such a huge population can 
be used properly. It will create wealth in 
our country. In this particular case I think 
we may certainly learn something from 
what China has done. (Time bell rings). 
Sir, I now you are very anxious to cut 
down my time. If I may touch only one 
point, one minute I will take, and with 
that I will finish. It is the subject which 
you, Sir, touched,  namely    'education'    
being  a 

Concurrent subject and Mr. Nawal 
Kishore also spoke about it. Dr. Dutt did 
not suggest that education should be taken 
over by the Centre. He only said that it 
should be a Concurrent subject. If we 
want to evolve a national policy on 
education, we should accept some basic 
principles which should be uniform for 
the whole country. If the Government of 
India today wants to enunciate those basic 
principles and enuniciate such a uniform 
policy, in the present circumstances the 
States may not accept them. Therefore, if 
education is brought in the Concurrent 
List, I think both the States and the 
Centre may co-operate in order to evolve 
a correct basic policy on education for the 
whole country. The details, which could 
be worked out. may be left in the hands of 
the State Governments. 

Thank you. 
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI S. S. 
MARISWAMY) : It is not distributed 
party-wise. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI S. S. 
MARISWAMY) : Kindly finish as early 
as possible. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI S. S. 
MARISWAMY) : We are adjourning at 
5 O'clock at any rate. 

 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI S. S. 
MARISWAMY): One minute more. You 
have already taken fourteen minutes. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI S. S. 
MARISWAMY) : We are adjourning at 
five. Kindly finish it in one or two 
minutes. 

  

 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI S. S. 
MARISWAMY) : Every Member is 
allowed only 15 minutes. You have 
already taken 14 minutes. There are so 
many other speakers. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI S. S. 
MARISWAMY) : In that case, I am very 
sorry to say that you should resume your 
seat. 

 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI S. S. 
MARISWAMY) : We will carry it on to 
the next day. But each Member is 
allowed only 15 minutes. All the others 
have co-operated. 
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI S. S. 
MARISWAMY) : Please sit down now. 
You can continue later. Now, Secretary 
to read messages. 

MESSAGES   FROM   THE   LOK 
SABHA 

I. THE NATIONAL CO-OPERATIVE DE-
VELOPMENT CORPORATION 
(AMENDMENT) BILL, 1973 

II. THE   MINES    (AMENDMENT) BILL, 
1972 

III. THE    COMPANIES    (AMENDMENT) 
Box, 1972 

SECRETARY : Sir, I have to report to 
the House the following messages 
received from the Lok Sabha, signed by 
the Secretary of the Lok Sabha : 

(I) 
"In accordance with the provisions of 

Rule 96 of the Rules of Procedure and 
Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha, I 
am directed to enclose herewith the 
National Co-operative Development 
Corporation (Amendment) Bill, 1973, 
as passed by Lok Sabha at its sitting 
held on the 26th luly, 1973." 

(H) 
"I am directed to inform Rajya Sabha 

that Lok Sabha, at its sitting held on  
the 27th    July,    1973,  has 

 


