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facilities lor import ol fresh fruits, dry fruits, etc. 
from Afghanistan were available through Wagah-
Attari border. Dry fruits were also imported through 
the land-cum-sca   route  via   Bombay.] 

 
  Financial      assistance      to     Maharashtra 

for drought relief 

680.   SHRI   P.   S.   PATIL :       Will   the 
Minister of FINANCE be pleased to state : 

(a) whether the Central Government have 
received any request from the Maharashtra 
Government for additional financial assistance 
towards drought relief expenditure: and 

(b) if so. what steps have been taken by the 
Central Government on the request made  by   State  
Government?] 

t[THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI K. R. GANESH) 
: (a) and (b) The Government of  Maharashtra  have  
been  requesting from 
time to time for financial assistance towards 
drought relief measures. On the basis of the 
expenditure incurred by the State Government and 
the reviews undertaken by I lie Central Team in 
regard to the drought situation, a sunt of Rs. 50 
crores has so far been releasi d to the State Govern-
ment in 197.5-7' as Central assistance for drought   
relief   expenditure.] 

  

 Loans from Britain 

lisl.   SHRI    P.   S.   PATIL :       Will   the 
Minister  of FINANCE  be  pleased   to  state: 

(a) the extent to which India is at present   
indebted   to   Br i t a in :  

(b) the amount of loan being repaid yearly to 
Britain and the time by when the entire amount of 
loan is likely to be   repaid;   and 

(c) the pin poses for which Britain has given 
loans to India during the current year   and   the  
amount given?] 

f f 1 English    translation. 
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tfTHE MINISTER OF FINANCE (SHRI Y. B. 
CHAVAN) : (a) India's debt liability to Britain as at 
the end of financial year 1972-7!! is £ 436.05 
million (Rs. 827.09 crores); 

(b) The amount of loan repaid to Britain during 
1972-73 is £ 12.11 mi l l ion  (Rs. 22.97 crores), and 
the ex i s t ing  debt l i ab i l i ty  is expected to be Full)  
repaid in 1997 98; 

(c) During the currenl year a loan agreement for 
£ H million (Rs. 26.55 crores) has been signed with 
the Government of United Kingdom on 24-5-73. 
The purpose of this loan Agreement is to meet the 
foreign exchange requirements for die import of 
Capital Goods and equipment from the United 
Kingdom, both for the Private and    Public   Sector   
industries.] 

 
11 Installation    of    sophisticated       instru-

ments     In     Meteorological     Department to 
forecast droughts 

682. SHRI P. S. PATIL : Will the Minister of 
TOURISM AND CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to 
state : 

(a) whether Government have .stalled any 
systematic programme by making improvements 
and installing sophisticated instruments in its 
Meteorological Department for forecasting the 
incidence of droughts one or two years in advance; 
and 

(b) if so, what are the main features of the   said   
scheme?] 

 
1   English   translation. 


