61 Written Answers

faalitics for mmpoit of fresh fruits, dry
fruts, ete. from Afghanistan were available
through  Wagah Attmii border. Dry fruits
were alsh mmported through the land-cum-
sca routc ia Bombay.]
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+[Financial assistancc  to  Maharashtra
for diought reliet
630. SHRI P. §. PATIL : Will the

Minister of FINANCE be pleased to state :

(a) whcther the Central Government have
received any request from the Maharashtra
Government for additional financial assis-
tance tovards diought reliet cxpenditure;
and

(b) il so. what steps have been taken by
the Cential  Government on the reguest
made by State Government?]
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[ 7 AUG. 1973 ]

to Questions 62

+[THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI K. R.
GANESH) : (a) and (b) The Government
of Maharashtra have been requesting from
time to time for financial assistance towaids
drought 1eliel measures. On the basis of
the expenditin incuned v the State
Government and the reviews undertaken by
the Central Teain in regard to the drought
sitnation, a sum of Rs. 50 aores has so
far Dheen releawd to the State  Govern-
ment in 1973-7' as Central assistance for
drought relief c(ypenditure.]
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[ ouns friom Britain

621. SHRI r. S. PATIL : Will the
Minister of FINANCE be pleased to state:
India is at

(a) the extent to which

present  indebted to DBritain;

(h) the amouit of loan being repaid
vearly to Brita'n and the time by when
the entire amcunt of loan is likelv to
be 1epaid; and

(¢) the puiposes for which Britain has
given loans to India during the cmrent
vear and the amount given?]
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+[THE MINISTER OF FINANCE (SHRI
Y. B. CHAVAN) : (a) India’s debt liahi-
lity to DBritain as at the end of financial
year 1972.73 is £ 436.05 million (Rs. 827.09
(roresy;

(b) The amount of loan repaid to Britain
dwing 1972-73 is £ 12,11 million (Rs. 22.97
aores), and the esisting debt liability is
expected to be fully 1epaid in 1997 98;

(¢} Dwing the cinrent year a loan agree-
ment {o1 £ 14 million (Rs. 26.5% c1ores) has
been signed  with  the soverminent  of
United Kingdom on 245.75. The pmpos
of this loan Agteement is to mect the
foreign cxchange requirtements for the im-
port of Capital Goods and equipment fiom
the Unired Kingdom, both fo the Private
and Public Sector industies |

[ RAJYA SABHA |

to Questions 64
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sophisticated  instru-
Department

f[Installation of
ments by Meteorological
to forecast droughts

682. SHRI P. S. PATIL : Will the
Minister ot TOURISM AND CIVIL AVIA-
1ION be pleased to state :

Govetnment have started
any systematic  programiac by  making
improvements and installing sophisticated
instruments in its Meteorological Departt-

(a) whether

ment for forecasting the incdence of
dioughts one or two yuws in advance;
and

(b) il so, what are the muin features of
the said scheme?)
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