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e.ther direct or indirect and this House
can rest assured that the Government
will leave no stone unturned to keep up
the developmental activities.

DR. K. MATHEW KURIAN: My
The Approach
Document says that the additional em-
ployment generated would not be sufh-
cient for the additional labour force, It
means that the backlog of unemploy-
1 would like to
buow whether 1t 1s true or not.

question 15 simple.

ment will increase

SHRI MOHAN DHARIA: Sir, the
Approach Document 1s the property of
the House and everybody can read it.

Problem of drawing water from village
wells for harijans

*591 DR Z A AHMAD:
SHR! A. G. KULKARNI:
SHRI CHANDRA SHEKHAR
N SHRI J. S. TILAK:
SHRI KRISHAN KANT:
SHR1 KALI MUKHERIJEE:
SHRI KOTA PUNNAIAH:

Will the Miister of HOME AF-
FAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether there are villages 1n the
country where Harijans are not allowed
the use of village wells; and

(b) if so, the number of such villages
in the country?

THE MINISTER OF STATE |IN
THE MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS
(SHRI RAM NIWAS MIRDHA): (a)
and (b) Information regarding the spe-

~¢fic offence of not allowing Harijans
access to public wells is not available.

+The question was actually asked on

the floor of the House by Shri A. G.

Kulkarni, 1

{ b

[23 AUG 1973)

to Questions 18

Information received from the State
Governments so far indicate that offences
under the Untouchability (Offences) Act
have come to notice and the State Gov-
ernments have taken necessary legal ac-
tion 1n these cases. Steps are also under
consideration to make the Untouchabi-
Iny (Offences) Act, 1955, more stringent.

SHRI A. G. KULKARNI: Sir, yes-
terday 1t was reported in the Lok Sabha
that the Prime Minister has advised the
vartous Chief Ministers to create a cell
particularly to implement the stringent
provisions under this Act and to remove
the hardsnips of the Harijans and the
weaker sections....(Interruptions). ..
May I know from the hon. Minister
whether 1t 1s not a fact that even after
this advice from the high quarters in-
stances are not wanting to show—1 know
very recent instances in Bthar, Maha-
rashtra, and so many other places—and
w spite of other stringent measures the
Government desires to implement—that
Haryjans will be tortured for ever 1n
this country?

SHR1I RAM NIWAS MIRDHA:
When 1 said that more stringent mea-
sures are contemplated, what I had
meant was that we have under consi-
deration amendment of the Untoucha-
bility (Offences) Act in a way as to
make the punishment more stringent
and to make other provisions more
stringent. As regards the establishment
ot cells as advised by the Prime Mini-
ster, we have received information that
1 many States such cells have been es-
tablished under the direct supervision
of the Chief Ministers, and at other

levels also special committees have been
formed. District and taluk committees are
| also being formed and the Inspectors
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General of Police are also making special
eflorts to see that the cases which come
to their notice are properly investigated.

SHRI A G KULKARNI May ]
know, Sir, whether 1t 15 not a fact that
the agency of the Commissioner of
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
and such other agencies have not been
working properly in drawing the Gov-
ernment’s attention to the various off-
ences under the provisions of the Act
and the Government has not taken cog-
nizance of them because there 1s a fai-
lure 1n the information bemng momntored
to the Government 1n right time?

SHRI RAM NIWAS MIRDHA . The
Comnussioner for Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, whose Annual Report
is presented before this House and 1s
debated here, has mentioned in his Re-
port, more than once, I should say, that
proper information 1s not forthcoming
State Governments 1n the
vatious lypes ol proforma that is pio-
vided for them. With the debates 1n
this House as well as the constant prod-

from the

ding that we do from here, the situa-
tion 1s 1mproving considerably

SHRI CHANDRA SHEKHAR. Mr
Chairman, Sir, may 1 know from the
hon. Minister whether he 1s aware of
the fact that in spite of all these Acts
and proclamations, the reports of ex-
cesses on and harassment to Hariyans
ha. been racreasing i the recent past
and. 1f so, has tie Government «ny mn
formation fiom the State Governments
as to why this tendency 15 growing and
what steps have been taken to curb these

tendencies n the rural areas?

SHRI RAM NIWAS MIRDHA: It
does appear, very frequently now, that

[RAJYA SABHA]

to Questions 20

mote and more of such mstances are
reported n the press and come to our
notice, but one reason for this 1s that
niore and more people from the back-
ward sections are having recourse to
the law enforcement machinery. |
think 1t would be not taking a correct
view of the whole situation if you con-
clude that there is an increase 1n the
number of atrocities Actually the in-
crease 1s due to measures that we have
taken to see that such complamnts are
properly recorded and the police takes
note of the actual mnstances that come
to therr notice That would show that
the backward communities are assert-
ing themselves more and more and try-
mg to have their grievances redressed
to the full. Well, Sir, as regards the
various measures that are being taken
by the Central Government and the State
Governments niany actions at the legis~
lative level and administrative leve! have
been taken and 1 can confidently say
that the Administiation at all Ievels
s now more aware of its responsibili-
ties so far as the backward classes are

concerned

SHRI KRISHAN KANT: The bon.
Minister just now said that the Admini-
stration 1s more aware of this but 1 telb
you that they do not know even the
aumber of villages where the public welk

1s not being allowed to be used by
Haryans,, C o
SHRT'N G GORAY- All the
villages are like that
SHRI KRISHAN KANT May 1

know if the Administration 1s aware may
I know whether any surveys have baen
done and whether any data has
Collected? Even the Commissioner of
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes

been



21 Oral Answers
has mentioned that even in Delhi round
about 13 mules people are not allowed
to go and take water from the public
well. Some survey reports have been pre
pared by social organisations like the
Haryjan Sevak Sangh in Maharashtra,
Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh where in
30 to 40 per cent of the villages th=
Haryans are not allowed to take water
from the public wells. May I know
crder to tackle the problem at the offi-
cral and admunistrative level whether at

least the data will be collected so that
we have full information? We have
many sample surveys done, we do cen-
sus operations, why cannot they collect
this data? May 1 know whether they
wil take some steps in this regard ?
The same 1s the case with temple entry.
There are many temples where the

Harnans cannot enter,

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr Krishan
Kant, you cannot go on like this.

SHRI KRISHAN KANT: Has he
got any information about 1t?

SHRI RAM NIWAS MIRDHA - Sir,
we have asked for information from the
State Governments but most of them
have said that untouchability or cases
of Harijans not being allowed access to
drinking water sources are not much
()uly.thc Government of Harvana has
said that there 1s not a single village
out of the 6670 villages in that State
which 1s free from the practice of un-
touchability  All other States have given
varymng figures.

As regards surveys, we have made a
number of surveys The Commisstoner
of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes has made surveys, our Directqo-
rate-General for Backward Classes Wel-
fare has made sample surveys of the

[23 AUG 1973]

|

to Questions 22

Member
untou-

type menticned by the hon.
and our surveys that
chability 1s being practised whether in
respect of drinking water or eating places
or things like that. We are trying to
improve our data collection machinery
and [ hope the State Governments will
also co-operate.

SHRI KALI MUKHERIEE: Ques-
ttons Nos. 591 and 592 deal with more
or less the sanie subject and I think . .

MR CHAIRMAN: You should have
mentioned 1t earlier,

SHRI KALI MUKHERJEE The
mformation submuitted to the House by
the hon. Minister 13 distressing to say
the least I hope the Minister will agree
with me that the atrocious treatment
meted out to the Harjans by way of
rape, murder, etc. 18 beng
brought to the highest forum imn the
country, the Parliament, almost evsryday
and 1t 15 a shame ovn the country as a

1eveal

arson,

whole. e s [

MR CHAIRMAN. Now kindly put
your question

SHRI KALI MUKHERIEE. 1
flhis evil 15 no

am:
coinng to tne quostion.
doubt a shame but the Minister answers.
the question n such a manner that he
does not feel the same way  Sir, this
is forcing thc Haryans to conversion to
various other religions because they are
treated in such a manner They are be-
g converted to Buddhism, Christuantty,
They are beimng treated line
second class citizens The Minster must
take note of that And the Haryans
constitute more than one-third ot the

Islam, etc

total population

MR. CHAIRMAN. Are you going
to put a question or not? Otherwise 1

will calil the next Member.
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SHRI KALI MUKHERJEE: May I.
under these circumstances, request the
Minister concerned to set up a parlie-
mentary committee of all shades of opi-
nion to go into the whole question aud
to find a solution to the problem with-
out leaving it to the States alone and
not to reply to the question in a .echni-
cal and cursory manner. In this the
upper class brahmins are the worst cri-
minals and unfortunately I belong to
the brahmin community. 1 feel that we
are the worst criminals in this matter

SHRI RAM NIWAS MIRDHA: 1t
is really regrettable that even after so
such in-

We in
the Government feel as much concern-
d as the hon. Member does. When
-such instances come to our notice what

many years of independence
stances do come to our notice.

we should really do is to find ways to

prevent such things from happenng,
That has to be tackled at all levels of
administration right from here to the
village level where these difficulties exist.
Well, Sir, as regards a parliamentary
committee we already have a Commit-
tee of Parliament which goes into these
problems. Its reports have been very
revealing in many ways and very help-
ful and useful. 1 do not think any more
committee or any other committee in the
nature of a parliamentary committee is
necessary.

SHRI KOTA PUNNAITAH: The hon.
Minister has answered that some States
have taken legal action against
people. Which are these ‘some’ States
which have taken legal action and against
how many people? That is No. 1. No.
2, there is the Committee on the Wel- l
fare of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes. It is submitting its report time

some

[RAJYA SABHA]

to Questions 24

and again. We feel that the rtecom-

mendations of this Committee have not
been implemented. May 1 know whe-
ther this has come to the notice of the
Government and, if so, what action has
the Government taken?

SHRI RAM NIWAS MIRDHA : Well
Sir, 1 have here with me a statement
which shows the number of cases regis-
tered under the Untouchability Offences
Act, 1955 during 1969 and 1970. In
1970 the number of cases registered in
all the States were 364 out of which
29] were challaned. Convictions were
secured in SO cases, acquittals, includ-
ing dismissals, in 59 cases and compro-
As regards the re-
on
and

mises in 107 cases.
commendations of the Committee
the Welfare of Scheduled Castes
Scheduled Tribes not being implement-
ed. I do not know to which recommen-
Gations the hon. Member is referring.
We always try and see that they are pro-
perly implemented. If the hon. Member
has any particular recommendation in
mind, we will go into it in a detailed

way.

o; wafag aaf :  +wA, @8 &%
gatm #Fr aw ¥ 5 wdoar ¥ 25
¢ Fag V...

§ AA-TA A qEam A 9 T
AF g
i WIFH; AT TR
@ E, W fEar sy
(Interruptions)
Wi awiE ¢ aq@ qfew, T &
vEw Aaft g

: I 9%

i wiafag aat: v, w7 sow
6 § I8 TFR A wmed w0 fawm
gar § SR IF IR T 5w 98 Wi
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g, g 3w fauFer 7d & ar @
¥ | JuE GG I FCN G T A
a1 zagenafenr sarfedy &, &1 siE-
afgfaat v ’a@ & F@F  q WER
&t %5 Fa qar st g fwd gifad
gr mar g 5 gfeeal F s smms
gu £ 141 A7 agd W 48 9o a1 AK
ars ot 99 @ g % W e snAr
qTH ® 1§ GF 40 TH T FT KA
g ¥ fag dyit § fogd g O
g% ¥ A g1 &% ot 35 AH F
1T W HHMETE FE AT g AR
qar faq |7

5 wafrarg  faat 53, ug
Fgar sfad g @em & Y fuwnd
SO TS & T (RO S <
IAET T /Al T 1 A e
gire fgo fs frad TiRT & &%
fraat ;v aar gf 1 sow aafsx & fr
UST HIHIL T &TAH F) FHAE FH
¥ TR gIT & | AT GET 9%, ..

s wiatag Faf @ FCA WA 7 AW
W F Fax Al F ow.r gE?

of; SOOI AL 1T ¢ T4 #)
Wt adi )

of i ¥ s frat @ 7R #A S
S g G g A% Ee WS
feg & | A% FC X wAr T w@ A
& aa o anfwa §

agt A% FA AR ar few erlua
FT FT ad g, TdEH @H WU UE
fagaw g fa wgace Feew U¥ Zidew
% oy #fUE@T § F @ wg wal A
SR a3 Ry F @ it wog
gF- ueAndl A1 W FA
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R AT Ff aw@ 9T g a3t ¥.
FAT ISAMTFAQ T ¢, wow axard
§ arF waifq 733 §, T w3 & AR
EAR TG A o G Feqfeafi & fi
SR AF Ji<F F 37 qIAT FY AT T
®5, 3T AR F T § 9497 F) Ffora
F &% | zafag a1 fagr g e fig
FTF T TEFT AV AGY FY

| FATNT W A @AER AN

FHEAT EEY A Staw F &
Th MRy wweqs qar AT W@y & .

qi gk 0 s gaw gfer &
&Y, did4 wawdl & e amAr argar
g1

F; FACTT W1 ;. g@fqw g aw
7 Wi F a4 25 7d §F wEAy
g AR FAAT S4@ W W waned
F1 GaEqT BT W AET 3 H%: s;-
fag & AT WEm g Far bay
2T I F FiAAA g2t ¥ friew
0 % 2@ 3w § ©F U qmigm @y
TF T% WAHA G AFC TW O
F gl WA & T A AT F Swar
¥ AW T I@ TIHET AT awedv
F wwigE fHar g ?

o anfqate fagt @ ofiww, weda
gzeq FT 4§ F97 TE g BB Fwer
sarafas qlFl ¥ i FA9 J90 FCE
TH HER( T GRS &0 g1 Gaar |
7 sams g e oaF gfelf, =)
ag AFAT qq{ =T T av faarT
gaAr Geem gL A as Wil giwmda®
FdTal g5 #1d ¥ Wl AT 9 aF
g HHEA( w1 QU €Y ¥ & Aal (647 ST
TEQ FEAT AT GEEF F ST
A= g & wadg §9g gagr  qRiad
¥ wig &7 oy fREY w97 wew 1
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“ag dw &, Afew ww w1 Aie 9T afh-
fafaai #1 5q0 #w | SEA0 9ga Aq9F
& SR 5w ¥ it T Fwerr &1 faezor
g0 "wr 74 T 0

- -SHRI N. R. CHOUDHURY: Sir,
during the period 1971-72 to 1972-73 the
number of atrocities on the Harijans
has become too much. The other day
the Home Minister placed a statement in
the House wherein he referred to a
number of cases of atrocities but not
a single case of conviction for offences
against the 'Harijans. In view of this,
may I know whether they consider that
this increased number of atrocities is due
to the existing poverty in Indian villages
and, if so, what steps they propose to
take to stop all these atrocities and also
effect a structural re-organisation in the
rural areas so that the interests of the
downtrodden and the weaker sections
are safeguarded ?

SHRI RAM NIWAS MIRDHA : Sir.
1 have just given the figures regarding
the number cases registered or
challaned and convicted also. So, ii is
not correct to say that no convictions
have taken place. Convictions do take
place from time fo time and the cases are

-
pursued.

of

As regards the other point that the
hon. Member has raised, it is true that
there are deep economic causes for this

malaise. With the introduction of land
reforms, tenancy reforms and other
measures like Jamindari abolition the

Harijans are asserting themselves and
they are asserting to secure their rights
under these laws. It is also true that
unless the economic position of the back-
ward classes is improved, this problem
would be with us. What steps the Gov-

erament has taken, I cannot fully

[RAJYA SABHA]

to Questions 28
“ descrfbe, but there are a number of steps
mcluding the abolition of thé zamindari
system, the introduction of land reforms
and other planning measures to help the
backward classes like the crash program-
me for rural employment. There are a
host of economic, social and legislative
measures that the Government has taken
to see that the backward classes benefit
from "all points of view.

A |qAIGE ;=Y wm—q’ T\
BT | " gfw |

1 TR BTN ¢ Tady wifww ¥l
A feme iR gad W oosdr ¥
g owg femo - -~ L

o waxly T3 AT ‘16
sfag 7 4

: ¥=D,

oft WA 5 T qW H Sy gfewa
a0 sifgE @ S FeAR §@F ¥ oaW
FE qIEF A u9 ‘W MAT WG
g O WA ¥ ®T § A A WG &
SHR oAt AT mwamiy WY, IAAY
Fifqs  wagd §

f{t awwala : wiq gw qfed 78
q gak #Fg |

AT T { g 9% af
®E ! arag wifax wwad & =gt
a% f6 Tq A% 7 afy g5 gRedi #r
grarg & fd 9WA Adf 8, Mg ex
Tag @ §ag wdm of g ad
g aRdl 1 a1 A weFi ¥ QA
ANEAT § R wFR Far gfad] #r orifers
feafe #1 gurd ¥ g @ g §
AFE N S FRT a0 AEA
¥ W W & W g, @t aar e
A AR gma) fra ag 5@&:;3
FA S |
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. of; viafyarg faat : o #1535 sr“mrcf
T FEAFR CH AWA HAW A AT
g ofe aw @ & faaxfs faeg av
F oyl £1 wigd A | 97 9IF SeAG
gug g 9% gew § grav g e gl
as 9% A ¥ fag gsw mEEd F7
garqr & ga¥k fag ot ©x fafwma sam
g ok usq g A1 98 fqax W
wEr o fear simr & fr st @ owedt
g g4A * A4 afta fres 37 & «m
F1 ofaF arfs ag ga 9dA T AifEs
2 7% ok 98 AT &9 ¥ w9 @A F fag
HETT FAT qE |

- SHRI K. C. PANDA : May I know,
Sir, whether the hon’ble Minister has
got any knowledge of the fact that in
government departments, usually Central
Government departments, low grade
Harijan officers are being victimised and
are transferred by high level officers to
places where their wives and children
will be victimised on account of drinking
water not being drawn from the wells
and similar other things? If he has any
knowledge of it, may I know what
action have the Government taken and
if such actions are reported in future,
what action do they envisage against the
officers dealing with the Harijans like

this?

-y

RAM NIWAS MIRDHA:
information

SHRI
Bometimes we do receive
that with 1egard to drinking water in
government offices and other things
Hariians are being discriminated against.
We have cnquired into all of them and
have tried to set them right. 1 do not
think we can say that Harijan officers as
such are discriminated or victimised.

[23 AUG. 1973]

to Questions 30

SHRI K. C. PANDA: 1 will give
irlstzlllge§ if the hou’ble Chairman per-
m s.

»
.

SHRI RAM NIWAS MIRDHA :
[ shall be happy if the hon’ble Member

can give concrete instances. Transfers

are a matter ot administrative routme.
But if the hon'ble Member can give me
some instances of victimisation 1 would

cettamnly go mto them.
. t £} ]

o\ MNEEY T WG ¢ I qA A
F1 a8 9@ § 5 ehay ok & qEY
T #33 F AT AW @@r 9t W<
FT A A FTFIW IAF I FT Al
0 g A ST T AT I9 wilrA
F AN F FRAA 9% FT ¥ wAT WA
WA F A WA WA Rav At gw v
SAF A FA A F v fAak avana)
W& 3§ T § e N 3w §
AT wqfn gfa wlasifedi & faas
fard fratd &t #ear, am F7ar afie
TFIAC ATAT —3Mg ¥ W@ w9
e Frga § ogwftg 3aw = ¥ an
gleta ardr fread off 9@ § 3 57
g AT E |

S
=
el

a.
=

s7; crfrara frat : s, 1z
gft A g fF gfaa § @ owwre Y
fawrad st Afea ad adr fdvd
gadt fafma fggma T 8 z@ ww1x
F AT W MAT AT ITF AL T AR T
A, IAAr wfrer @ owm s T
QT A F AT AFT § A2 1A F! THAT
gt s1ow 7 soier giaT waai gs afaa
FA F o gfrrdar @ E, T F e
FRATEd ®¢ W@ 7 1 gl aF gfaq faam
¥ gauil w1 AT BT AN AT g9A §, 4@e-
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O A0 FEEw H frad wAF e
fora wava &, 9% X | fare fpar srar
& & e mT gy, A o gl Awfo
¥ gaar fadm & swwr g fear
e s F wrd &Y wfwar € g5 @
gar ¥NT % & (4 feafa 7 wex
FUTT gaAr & |

SHRI NABIN CHANDRA BURA-
GOHAIN : In view of the fact.that there
are still regions 1n India like Assam and
Kerala which are very liberal so far uas
treatment of the Harijans is concerned,
may I ask the hon. Minister which are
the regions in India where there is the
most anti-Harijan feeling and what
concentrated actions are being taken to
ameliorate their condition there?

SHR!I RAM NIWAS MIRDHA:
Well, it is not possible to say in which
areas these difficulties are most encoun-
tered. I have figures with me of the cases
that have been registered in vartous
States, and 1t the hon. Member is
interested, I would show it to him.

sad; fraEd; AIEE : qEqT WL
74, 41 94T AgRT 98 A1AT g f& a2
gaifad 3 & v a8 3w araa st
HTR & T0F § AGY IR0 A7 @oiot e
ggEr grEfas @ T T_AT S qhar
& slic gt fmar or 6®ar ¥, SI% FaAT ALY
A2 3H |A F1 AW FF T IO
aqaerr a1 Udr wfafadi &1 wsa wed
g srge faw # smrfan deied,
gmifas  asaed qu fafaa Gar
s, st f9d & drara«ar FArC, i qfa

[RAIYA SABHA]
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W afadi F MT weauy 73 & gawr
mEd ¥ R 3¢ R dT femard
4 welas g1 &% ?

ot unfrga fraf : sfieg, wadlw
HEEAT A Y AMG FEV A3 g &) I9ATA
w1 3f9a & &5 %@ #19a @ woem
F AT 9% & 39 gwear F1 g T qY
wHat | A gafau avarc s 2z ffaa
Hifs & fa oY T aard dea@ eRaAi
¥ gA H aTa #¢ 1T § IS4
¥ a1y ®AuTR U S0 st Ia%T Fear.
faa faar qre 3 3 28 & & JF 304
F7¥ | 42 QET Tia g 5 9T o 41y 9Ara
ga gk *1 g2 ¥ agr q&u a9 aF
F2@ T8 AT HIFA F 319 9T €W
anzal & ga g1 IMwa. ag Faw =
E AU

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: On a

point of order, Sir,
MR. CHAIRMAN : Let me have onc
more question.

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: Is the
Home Minister on a stay-in strike, ans-
wering no question ?

MR. CHAIRMAN : Next questfon.

Memorandum submitted by Harijans in
Akola (Maharashtra)

*592. SHRI J. S. TILAK:
SHRI KOTA PUNNAITAH*

SHRI1 CHANDRA SHE-
KHAR :

DR. Z. A. AHMAD:

tThe question was actually asked on
the floor of the House by Shri Kota

5 T G GG BT ATQIAW U2 #3311 | punnaiah.



