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LITERACY PROGRAMME
RAJYA SABHA
*61. SHRI JAGDISH PRASAD
Wednesday, the 25th July, 1973/rAe Srd MATHUR :

Sravana, 1895 {Saka).

The House met at eleven of the
clock. MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair.
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mfThe Question was actually asked on
Prasad Mathur. the floor of the House by
Shri Jagdish

DR. BHAI MAHAVIR :

SHRI YOGENDRA SHARMA :
SHRI KRISHAN KANTt

DR.Z. A. AHMAD :

SHRI KOTA PUNNAIAH :
SHRI PREM MANOHAR :
SHRIO. P. TYAGI :

SHRI KALI MUKHERIJEE :
SHRI M. K. MOHTA:

SHRI A. G. KULKARNTI:

SHRI CHANDRA SHEKHAR:
SHRI D. THENGARI:

SHRI N. K. SHEJWALKAR :
SHRI V. K. SAKHLECHA :

Will the Minister of EDUCATION, SOCIAL
WELFARE AND CULTURE be
pleased to state:

(a) the precentage of literates in the country at
present; and whether the num ber of illiterate
people is on the increase; and if so, the reasons
therefor;

(b) whether any comprehensive programme
regarding the spread of literacy is under
Government's consideration; and

(c) if so, the details thereof?]

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THr MINISTRY
OF EDUCATION AND SOCIAL WELFARE
AND IN THE DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE
(SHRI D. P. YADAV) : (a) to (c) A statement is
laid on the Table of the House.

STATEMENT

(a) According to Census of India 1971 ("Paper 1
of  1971—Supplement—Provisional ~ Population
Totals) percentage of literates in the country is
29.34. Though the number of illiterates has
increased from 333 million to 386 million between
1961 and 1971, the rate of illiteracy has gone down
from 76% to 71% among per-

JfT ] English translation.
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sons of all ages. Many factors appear to have
contributed to the increase in the number of
illiterates. The more important among these are : the
large increase in population, inadequate enrolment
of children of the age-group 6—14 in schools and
the large number of drop-outs in primary
education.

(b) and (c) The Central Advisory Board of
Education which includes all State Education
Ministers has formulated the strategy for eradication
of illiteracy. The main features of which arc:—

(i) The provision of universal primary
education in the age-group 6—14 by 1980-81,
through intensified enrolment drive, multi-point
entry, and part-time education;

(ii) Liquidation of illiteracy in the age-group
15—25;

(iif) Linking of literacy programmes with
employment programmes; and

(iv) Development of literacy programmes
amongest adults through voluntary services
especially by college students.
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SHRI KRISHAN KANT ; Sir, I would like to know
whether the reply given by the Minister does not
itself show some discrepancy from the figures given
by the Census Commissioner and supplied to
Members of Parliament. It showed 29.46 per cent in
1971 whereas the Minister's it gives the figure of
29.34 per cent. Which is correct? ' I do not know
whether the Ministry has really consulted them or
they have their own figures. Now, if we see th; table,
in 1951 the percentage of literate population was
16.67. Now in 1971. it is 29.46 per cent, that is, less
than 1." per cent increase in a period of 20 years. Is
it not a matter of shame foTjbis country, when we
have been plamnhg for about 25 years, that there has
been only half a per cent increase in literacy every
year? May I know what the basic reason is. ..
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SHRI KRISHAN KANT Please, let
me finish. I think whether it is the
Minister of State or the Cabinet Minis-
ter, they have full authority to guide the
destiny of education in India and they
quite  capable of doing it. Let him
not divert me from the issue. Now, is this

nota iv state of affairs that there

has been only | per cent increase in literacy every
year during the lust 20 years? May I know whether
the Government is i conscious of what they have
done and whether they think the planning can ;d
with the expected participation e! the people when
there is so much illiteracy in this country? In
China . . .

MR. CHAIRMAN : Mr. Krishan Kant, I cannot
allow too many questions and I allow
this elaboration.

cannot

SHRI KRISHAN KANT : Sir, I am asking a
simple thing. One of the Ministers in the Chinese
Government said that they in China are trying to
follow Gandhiji's method of basic education,
productive education. May I know what the
Government has done in this country 1 i make
education productive so that people do not feel it
necessary to take away their children to agriculture
and industry instead of sending them to school?
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AN HON. MEMBER : He is not audible.

SHRI D. P. YADAV : As I said, this is figure
work and we accept it. So far as our efforts towards
vocationalisation is concerned particular emphasis is
given in the teaching of Centra! Schools, I can
assure the hon. Member that in the Central Schools
at least, which are directly under our control, we
have now decided to orient the courses in such a
way that they will be vocational in nature.

DR. Z. A. AHMAD : I do not think can
any new question. Only I want

ask
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sonic information about the expenditure on thf
promotion of primary education: 1 would
like to know from the hon. Minister whether any
calculation has been made as to the percentage of
the amount spent promotion of primary
education, per-¢ the total expenditure in the last
three or four flan-. If so, what is thattage?

SHRI D. P. YADAV : Sir, in the State and
Central sectors, including Plan and non-Plan
expenditure, our total yearly outlay is approximately
Rs. 1,000 crores on education on the whole. I
cannot give him the exact figure now because it is
not available with me. However, I will supply it
later. On primary education, it will not be less than
70 per cent, approximately, oi  the  total
expenditure on education.

DR. Z. A. AHMAD : I want the percentage of
the total Plan expenditure.

SHRI D. P. YADAV: 1 will supply it

SHRI KOTA PUNNAIAH : May I know which is
more, the rate of increase in population or the rate
of increase in idly, I would like to know the
percentage of literacy among the Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes.

SHRI D. P. YADAYV : The answer to part (a) of
the question of the hon. Member is that it is
population. So far as the Scheduled Castes and the
Scheduled Tribes are concerned, definitely we have
lagged hi hind. But 1 have repeatedly assured the
House thai we are making every endeavour and
every effort so that we can give a good lead to it.

, SHRI KOTA PUNNAIAH: Sir, would he
supply the percentage at a later date?

SHRID. P. YADAV : Yes, Sir. I will supply it.
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SHRI D. THENGARI : While some reasons are
given for our lagging behind in this respect, may I
know whether the Government is aware that one of
the main reasons for our lagging behind is the
pitiable plight of our primary school teachers
regarding their pay scales ami service conditions?
Will the Government assure that the Central
Government would protect their pay scales and
service conditions?
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May I know whether the Government is e that
while various agencies are

campaign, there is no

proper coordination amongst them? Is the

Government thinking of constituting any central
coordinating agency for this put pose?

SHRI i). P. YADAV: Sir, I am reply-last
part of his question. We m got a Central Board
here consisting of tiile State Ministers as well as
the Central Ministers. And regularly we sit
together.
an exchange of views. We i out a plan and
take a decision there. Till this being a State
subject, we cannot interfere too much in their
sphere.
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SHRI JANARDHANA REDDY : Sir, it has been
stated that many factors have contributed to 'he
increase in the number tes such as the large increase
in population, inadequate enrolment of children in
the age group of 6-14, etc. May I know from the
Government whether they are able to give adequate
number of posts to those States which have ade-
quate enrolment? For example, in Andhra Pradesh,
I think the number of posts . ..

MR. CHAIRMAN : It is not relevant.

SHRI JANARDHANA REDDY: May
I know, Sir, the teacher-student ratio which the
Government proposes to maintain?

MR. CHAIRMAN:
relevant,

That is also not
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SHRI THILLAI VILLALAN : Eradication of
illiteracy is one of the important Constitutional
directives. For the fulfil-ni"r of this objective, 1
would like to know from the hon. Minister whether
this Government is having any special programme
for introducing free and compulsory education at
primary and elementary levels  throughout the

country. Of
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course, education is in the hands of the State
Governments. Still I would like to know whether
this Government is having any special programme
for the current academic year.

SHRI D. P. YADAV : It is a vast problem and
unless we expand primary education, we cannot
achieve this target and for achieving the target in
primary education we have explained many a time
the efforts we aie making.

SHRI N. G. GORAY : I would like to know
whether instead of making a general Statem nt that
the number of illiterates has increased from this to
that, will it not he more profitable to identify those
areas where illiteracy has grown so that your
intensive efforts could he directed to those areas.
What I have in mind is your scheme like 'youth
against famine'. Is it not possible to identify those
areas where illiteracy is growing or is not being
dealt with properly? After that, you should direct all
your efforts in such manner that those areas get
concen trated treatment.

SHRI D. P. YADAV : I woi.ld humbly submit
that Shri Goray's suggestion is laudable and our
efforts are also in that direction. The greatest
problem is the achievement and for that a concerted
effort is needed and in this programme voluntary
organisations, colleges and other academic
institutions—all have to participate.

SHRI SAWAISINGH SISODIA : One of

the factors which has contributed to the increase in
the number of illiterates is inadequate enrolment of
children of the age group from 6 to 14. I would like
to know whether the Education Ministry has taken
due care to find out who is at fault in this respect
and whether the Central Government has given the
requisite financial aid to State Governments and the
State Governments, even aftei that, were not able
to open new schools.

SHRI D. P. YADAYV : The action of the Central
Government should be catalytic agent and not a
direct action.



