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t[THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
ANNASAHEB SHINDE) : (a) A quan-
tity of 1047 tonnes of superior basmati rice
has been exported during the last three
months viz. June to August 25, 1973. Some
more quantities of basmati rice may be
exported during 1973-74. No wheat hag
been exported.

(b) The All India Port and Dock Wor-
kers Federation was reported to have with-
drawn the boycott on 6-8-73. It has,
however, reiterated its decision not to per-
mit export of basmati rice. The Chair-
man, Bombay Port Trust, has been re-
quested to draw the attention of the Fe-
deration to the fact that limited quantity
of superior basmati rice would not have
any effect on the availabili.y or provision
of necessary foodgrains to the people of
Bombay so that they may appreciate the
position and withdraw their threat of boy-
cott in respect of loading basmati rice.]

[ 1 English translation.

[ RAJYA SABHA ]

to Questions 140

Ratnagiri Intermediate Port

1333. SHRI VITHAL GADGIL
SHRIMATI SUSHILA SHAN-
KAR ADIVAREKAR

Will the Minister of SHIPPING AND
TRANSPORT be pleased to state :

(a) whether the development of Ratna-
giri Intermediate Port and particularly
construction of Breakwater Wall and Jetty
has been held up for over 17 years;

(b) whether additional funds will be
made available by Government of India
| to the Government of Maharashtra for the
construction; and
_ (c) whether the Public Sector Alumi-
nium Project at Ratnagiri is held up due to
lack of proper port facilitics at Ratna-
giri? ;

THE MINISTER OF SHIPPING AND
TRANSPORT (SHRI RAJ BAHADUR) :
'(a) No. The Ratnagiri Port is being de-
veloped with Central loan assistance under
the Centrally Sponsored Schemes of the
Fourth Five Year Plan.
i (b) Presumably the Honourable Mem-
ber has in view the request of the Govern-
ment of Maharashtra for additional funds
for the extension of the brecakwater wall in
Ratnagiri port from 1,500 ft. to 1,900 ft.
as also the provision of a passenger-cum-
cargo jetty. The jetty in question has bheen
agreed to in principle. The views of the
Government of Maharashtra regarding the
extension of the breakwater wall will be
given due consideration in the light of
! technical and economic aspects of the
question.

The question of making available ad-
ditional funds to the Government of Maha-
rashtra for the work of extension of brecak-
water will arise thereafter only.

{(¢) The Committee appointed by the
Government to look into the transporta-
tion and handling problems relating to the
Ramagiri Aluminium project felt that
Ratnagiri Port would not serve the Alu-
minium Project to any great extent, parti-
cularly during the production stage.

The Aluminium Iroject is not held up
i on account of the breakwater wall.



