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i-[THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
ANNASAHEB SHINDE) : (a) ;to (c) Under
the Emergency Agricultural Production
Programme launched by the Government for
increasing the production of rabi and summer
crops during the current agricultural year, an

additional loan assistance of Rs. 152.40 crores
has been administratively ap-
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proved to State Governments for taking up
quick-maturing minor irrigation programmes
which could be completed by the 31st March,
1973. The programmes undertaken by the State
Governments include energisation of the
existing tubewells/pumpsets, lift irrigation
projects over rivers, tanks, perennial streams,
etc. construction of deep as well as shallow
tubewells, besides other types of minor
irrigation works capable of yielding immediate
benefits. These programmes are being
vigorously implemented and according to the
available information, they are making good
progress in many States. In addition, short-
term credit to the tune of Rs. 92 crores has
been released to State Governments for'
purchase and distribution of agricultural
inputs.

As a result of the Emergency Agricultural
Production Programme launched by the
Government and the beneficial winter rains,
production of rabi ctops is expected to show
an increase over 1971-72 in some of the States
like Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Punjab and Har-
yana. In the States of Maharashtra, Gujarat
and Rajasthan. where rains have continued to
be deficient, in the rabi season, rabi crop
output may register some fall. Th, overall
shortage of power and fertilisers might affect
to some extent the production which otherwise
on account of the special efforts would have
registered a substantial rise. While increase
over last year's rabi production is expected in
the country as a whole as a result of the
special efforts, firm estimates of production
would become available only after the close of
the agricultural year, that is, some time in
July-August 1973].

NATIONAL HIGHWAYS

939. SHRI CHANDRA SHEKHAR: SHRI
GURUMUKH  SINGH

MUSAFIR : SHRI KOTA PUNNAIAH

: SHRI J. S. TILAK : With the Minister

of  SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT  be
pleased to state :

(a) whether the 4th Plan target for the

building up of national highways * is likely
to be achieved; and
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(b) if so, the details thereof ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF SHIPPING AND
TRANSPORT (SHRI M. B. RANA): (a) and
(b) The Fourth Plan target for development of
National Highways envisaged an outlay of Rs.
33.1.28 crores. It is yet too early to indicate
precisely the extent to which the Fourth Plan
target would be actually achieved. However, it
is stated that due mainly to initial constraint of
resources and organisational inadequacies,
there may he a short-fall in the achievement of
the target of an expenditure of Rs. 331.28
crores envisaged for the development of
National Highways during the Fourth Five
Year Plan.
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T[LCANS GRANTED TO NATIONAL
BUILDING CONSTRUCTION CORPORA-
TION LTD.

940. SHRI RAM SAHAI : Will the
Minister of WORKS AND HOUSING ‘be
pleased to state :

(a) what was the position of loans
taken by National Building Construc
tion Corporation Limited upto Decem
ber, 1972;

(b) what are
the profit or loss
during the last year; and

the details
to the

regarding
Corporation

[7 MAR. 1973]
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(c) what is the amount of loan which has
been repaid by the Corporation ?]
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iTHE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF PARLIAMENTARY
AFFAIRS AND IN THE MINISTRY OF
WORKS AND HOUSING (SHRI OM
MEHTA): (a) The National Building
Construction Corporation Ltd. had received
loans amounting to Rs. 330.50 lakhs from the
Government of India upto 31st December,
inyi

(b) During the year 1971-72, the
Corporation made a net profit of Rs. 13.00
lakhs after making a provision of Rs. 31.39
lakhs against doubtful debts, etc and adjusting
a loss of Rs. 10.66 lakhs incurred by its
Mechanised Brick Plant.

(c) Out of the total loan of Rs. 330.50
lakhs, the Corporation has repaid a sum of Rs.
1.60,67,854.59 upto 31st December, 1972
leaving a loan liability of Rs. 1,69,82,145.41
on that date.]

t[ ] English transl

ation.



