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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN   :   I think 
we will now lake up the discussion. 

SHRI LOKNATH MISRA (Orissa) : Sir, 
what Mr. Appan should have added is this : The 
Government of India's attention should be 
immediately drawn to it be-j cause the primary 
responsibility is that of the Government of 
India. After so many people have been affected 
and such a large area of Tamil Nadu has been 
affected, I hope, irrespective of whatever 
differences there may be politically between the 
Central Government and the Tamil Nadu 
Government,—although previously the the 
connections were different—the Government of 
India would be impressed with the sufferings of 
the people and immediately rush whatever 
foodstuffs and other materials that are necessary 
for the suffering people. 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : I think, we 
take up the discussion under Rule 176. Only 
five minutes are left and it is no use taking 
up other Bills. In this way, there will be 
more time for discussion. 

DISCUSSION UNDER RULE 176 RE. 
NEED FOR DEVELOPMENT OF 

SPORTS IN THE CONTEXT OF POOR 
PERFORMANCE OF THE INDIAN 

CONTINGENT AT RECENT OLYMPIC 
GAMES IN MUNICH 

SHRI JOACHIM ALVA (Nominated) : 
Sir, I raise a discussion on the need for 
development of sports in the country in the 
context of poor performance of the Indian 
Contingent at the Olympic Games held 
recently in Munich. 

Sir, I am very happy to take rather a very 
depressing topic like the'deterioration in our 
sports'.    I would like to say in a few words 
what really happened to us at the Olympics It     
was     all     the     time     a     cry    of 'my     
medals'      'my      medals',       and where  were    
'my  medals' ?   There were no medals at all. 
India never get any medal. It is a   very sad state 
of affairs.   I would like to quote for you 
aspeech made by an M.P. in the middle of the 
last decade in the Lok Sabha.   There were so 
many reverses in the cricket matches, very bad 
reverses, the M. P.,   who was himself a 
sportsman, made the speech and stated to this 
effect : 

"Where are your fast bowlers?   Nisser was 
one of the gretest  fast bowlers of the 
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world. I witnessed his bowling in 1926. 1 
rode a race-horse, fell down when reach ing 
the goal badly fractured my hand. Where 
are the cricketeers amongst 600 million 
people, who are ready to break their arms ? 

At the end of the speech, the Minister, Dr. 
Shrimati, got up and told the speaker : I am 
going to put you on the Sports Council. He 
could not carry out his promise and the 
gentleman who made that speech was my-
self! I rode a race-horse, Dilwar one of the 
fastest race horses and fractured my arm; I 
was tied up for twenty-one days in Hospital, 
with my right arm tied up to a pofe, on old 
style. That does not matter much but what 
matters more is that a time has come when 
enough bowlers, enough cricketeers, enough 
batsmen and fieldsmen should take the 
ground and run our cricket. 

Sir, the condition of our cricket, of our 
hockey, of our tennis, football, open games, 
swimming, chess and racing is in a very bad 
shape. When are we going to put them right t 
We have to do something very big; otherwise 
a big nation like ours, a big country like ours 
cannot be put right unless we put our sports 
right. 

Sir, ours is a very poor picture of the recent 
Olympic games. We are almost in an inferior 
position in the world's sports. For years, now 
decades, we have held only an inferior 
position. We have guts, nerve, physique, 
patriotism but what happens in the end is that 
we are not able to deliver the goods. 
(Interruptions). I wish, my friend, Mr. 
Dahyabhai Patel. had not interrupted me. 

Then, the games are run most unsystem-
atically in our country, almost without a 
rudder, unsteady, never reaching the goal. 
Sir, the masses and groups of people are 
tremendously interested in sports, Enormous 
sums of money are spent by the masses, the 
poor public throws out money. 

The organisations are run badly. Indi-
viduals, worthless individuals are striving to 
lead. Rajahs, Nawabs and police officials—
whose names are known to you, Mr. 
Nargolwalla and Mr. Ashviui Kumar—the 
police officers have beet fighting in the 
hockey game. Now, Sir,the players must be 
strong, swift, so that they can 

deliver the goods to the masses. The players 
must be so harnessed that they can  deliver 

the   goods in the sporting world. 3 
P.M.   Now, Sir, I was chosen as one of the 

three editors sent out after Indepen-
dence—the first group of Indian Editors sent 
out—by the son of Mahatma Gandhi, Devdas 
Gandhi as President of All India Newspapers 
Editors Conference to the Sokol Festival in 
Czechoslovakia in 1948. My other friends 
were the great freedom fighters—Editor, 
Sadanand, of the Free Press and Shri Desh-
bandhu Gupta of Tej a member of the other 
House. We were sent there to witness the 
mighty, unprecedented Sokol Festival. 
Czechoslovakia has less than ten million 
people. But it showed a tremendous effort in 
physical games. You had to see it with your 
own eyes. When I sent my report to Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, 1 referred to the facts that 
thousands of people witnessed it. It was a 
wonderful sport, from helicopters people 
dropped down like flowers, with about 2 
million people seeing them, brave boys and 
girls, old men and women all playing 
together. Sokol perhaps was unfortunately 
liquidated or it does not exist now. But as a 
result of the Sokol Festival that momentum 
of sports has been copied by Russia and 
others, the sports festival displayed like a 
flower in a big field. Even we have now 
displays of sporting events in the original 
Czech style. Now, if such a very small 
country like Czechoslovakia could show 
such unique sport which has never been 
shown in any other part of the world, what 
happens to us with our millions of men and 
women. These are very important things. 

I am going straight to the point of sports 
and start with cricket. In the year 1926 or 
1927,1 watched Arthur Gilligan's British 
M.C.C. team coming down and playing 
against Indian XI in the Bombay Gymkhana. 
There was Earle with 161 runs and Naidu 
scored over a hundred in big sixers. But there 
the then young Maharajah of Patiala, the 
younger son of the old Patiala ruler; he came 
in and I still recall what I saw—how he was 
hooted because he was thrust into 'he play 
because of big money and big British 
influence, Maharajas etc., and the crowds 
would not allow him to carry on in that 
fashion. Later when we were in jail, an Indian 
team went out to Britain. There were all kinds 
of cricket there.   We all had 
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[Shri Joachin Alva] 
bad play. Our tcanrTwent to England but it 
was a very bad record. I remember the fate 
Maharajkumar or Vizianagaram who was 
sitting to me next in the Lok Sabha. They 
drew out Amarnath and the Maharajah -
captained with a quarrelling team. A Fast 
bowler like Amarnath was forced to return. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI S. S. 
MARISWAMY) in the Chair. 

\Ve had a wonderful man in Mr. A. F. S. 
Talayarkhan giving very good record on the 
radio. There has been no sports commentator 
of the type of A. F. S. Talayarkhan on the 
radio. Now, we should give him a chance; 
we have not called him back, for what reason 
I should like to know and I would like the 
Minister of Information and Broadcasting, 
the Hon' ble Prime Minister to get him back 
to the radio so that we may have a large 
number of first-class commentators, both 
men and women, to give commentary to 
people on the radio. There are scores of 
people on the roadside who do not know a 
word of English but who ask what is the 
latest score in cricket, and they must be fed by 
good cricket commentators on the radio, by 
men like Bobby Talayarkhan. There are also 
a lot of new people who have come. But 
Talayarkhan was a Radio-master of sports. 
He was the Sports Editor for the times of 
India and other papers. He has grown old. 
but we must bring him back. He knows more 
about cricket, Hockey and Tennis more than 
anybody else. 

I must also say about the late Mr. Anthony 
Demellow who founded the Cricket Club of 
India. He put up huge cricket building and 
stadium, good matches, but wc could not 
deliver the goods. We thought about it. It 
went on like that until Vijay Merchant came 
on the scene as a great batsman and a great 
gentleman and player. He picked up the 
team with Wadekar, and Wadekar has shown 
great promise. He won in England and won 
also in the West Indies. When India won in 
England, we were then sure the British 
people did not like that. After all, they do not 
like the coloured people to be on the top. 
They have not sent now a very good team 
here. Before that Pataudi also played well, 
with his serious eye trouble. He is an 
excellent sportsman. I remember, Sir Frank. 
Worrel. I met him at the CCI and I called 
him to my 

office at the Forum when he kindly signed 
the Visitors Book. He was one of the greatest 
batsmen of the world. He said, "Look! You 
have such marvellous players here. Why 
don't you give good leadership?" f am glad 
that within less than 10 to 15 years. Wadekar 
took our team to his country of West Indies 
and defeated them. And West Indians are not 
a small people; they have even taught the 
Australians a lesson. Read the latest book on 
cricket: My life in Cricket as told to Times of 
India Sports Editor Shri K. N. Prabhu, who 
has watched and written about cricket 
matches all over the world. Sir, now in 
cricket we are coming up. We have turned 
the corner. The intrigues there must be less and 
the Board of Cricket Control must act in a 
very good spirit and form. Only then we can 
come up faster. What we went are fastest 
bowlers, as fast as is possible. 

I watch the Oval with so many matches 
from my residence in Bombay. [ see small 
boys who are working as peons, coming from 
Mangalore from fishermen community 
playing football in a manner which will 
astonish anyone. They play right in the 
mornings and evenings. They draw hardly 
Rs. 100 as their salary, they handle the 
football in a superb manner But nobody, 
watches them. Nobody ever applauds them. 
Nobody gives them any prizes. You come to 
Maidan in Bombay and you will find so 
many young cricketeers coming and playing 
cricket and football. Nobody picks them up, 
like a little baby and push them in the garden. 
We have neglected the situation completely. 
In the Mohan Bagan Football Team they 
have done remarkably well-They have been 
victorious in Indonesia and several other 
countries. In football they have become the 
champions of the world. In Russia also they 
are Playing football in a remarkable way, 
especially in the nigh'ts as I have witnessed 
in Moscow. We must be champions in every 
sport not out of any spirit of jealousy against 
anybody". 

Coming down to Pakistan, Sir, they came 
here to Delhi to play Tests against India in 
the last decade. I watched the match and I 
wrote a letter to all the papers. I sent my 
cuttings to then Prime Minister of India 
Pandit Nehru. I said it was wrong on the part 
of the Indians to hoot down their players. 
They had a remarkably clever and fast 
bowler like Farooq.    He was one of thc 
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fastest bowlers and we then had none like 
him. Now, if Farooq who was then twenty- | 
four could be produced by a smaller country 
physically why can we not produce the fastest 
bowlers? Where have our fastest bowler 
gone?   Why do you not bring them out? 

We must not forget the pioneer contri-
bution in England of that most notable 
cricketer Maharaj Ranji of Jamnagar. The 
British critics hailed him and declared: "We 
put the ball to him and he bats and put it 
where he likes". He put terror in I Britsh 
bowlers. His nephew Prince | Duleep won 
cricketing honours. Maharaja of Bikaner, Dr 
Kami Singh, M.P. has led big shooting 
delegations abroad along with his talented 
daughter, Princess Rajyalakshmi. They have 
won big places in international shooting. 
Government should give them and other shots 
enough money to go and have enough shots 
for firing. 

I played hockey in my younger days but 
when I got a ball in my eye, I gave it up. 
Now T come to tennis. Now I realise that 
men who have big hands can play tennis 
very well. One day while returning from 
England on the plane, I shook hands with a 
man with a good, big grip. I asked who he 
was. He was tennis champion, Mishra. I told 
him that he had a most excellent grip. 
Therefore, men who play tennis have got 
long arms and good grips. The son of our 
Ambassador in Indonesia in 1962 Mr. Appa 
Pant, had wonderful hands. He was playing 
tennis with then Foreign Minister of Indonesia 
Dr. Subandrio in the Indian Embassy. I 
advised the young man to play and become a 
Tennis Champion. Sir, it is the duty of the 
tennis pioneers and tennis founders to find 
out the boys who have got those hands and 
then bring them up. Hands have something 
to do with cricket too. 

Sir, out of 30 big awards given in American   
or   Western   Tennis   Championships,   I over 
20 were carried away by America.   We   j are 
nowhere.   Our country is not to be seen   ! as 
a big player in international Tennis Ridi-   | 
culous !   We just encourage a man in his 
forties.     You   have   to   train   youngsters. I 
went to some Tennis Courts in Australia. I saw 
four kinds of tennis courts.   One was for boys 
under 7, then a team for boys under 

12, then for under 18 and then for men below 
24. How do they play? Australia with its few 
million people can produce such excellent 
Tennis Champion-. Why can we not produce! 
Here everybody wants to play tennis but 
nobody bothers about picking up the best. The 
Bara Saheb plays tennis but he never bothers 
to pick up the youngster. Sir, we want that this 
country of ours should produce best tennis 
players and bring them up in such a way that 
they shall be able to compete at the 
international level and take off the Grst place. 

Coming to hockey in 1927 when I was 
later a student and secretary of the Bombay 
Students Union, I watched the Indian hockey 
team which made a very big name in Holland. 
To witness that victory there was my friend, 
the late Jaipal Singh. We also saw a tiny, 
little fellow, dark-looking man, Dhyan Chand 
playing hockey. He was a terror in Europe 
known there as the hockey stick devil. Now 
there are Mr. M. Nargolwala and Mr. 
Ashwini Kumar. Mr. Nargolwalla as a police 
officer was suspended. Both should be out of 
the National Sports Organisation. I do not 
know why the Government does not use their 
influence and ask them to quit the game. 
They made a mess of the games. They are 
running the Hockey Federation etc. 

Now, Sir we have sent in hockey our 
specialists to other countries and helping those 
countries to come up. One of our specialists 
went to Japan. And the Japanese have come 
up. It is good that they have come up. We are 
glad. The* another man was sent to Kenya and 
he helped Kenya to become the third or the 
fourth or the fifth team in the world. Our 
specialists went to Germany and helped them 
to go fast upwards. They have gone to there 
countries also. But we have become a 
decaying hockey power. We cannot carry on 
that way. We just cannot carry on that way. In 
hockey we must come up to the first position. 
But we should not indulge in any ungracious 
behaviour if we lose. We cannot behave in the 
ungracious manner in which the Pakistani 
Hockey team behaved in the last Olympics. 
And they lost admiration for that. We should 
know how to behave well when we lose and 
more important, we should also  know  how to 
win.   So,  in  hockey, 
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[Shri S.S. Mariswamyj tennis and 
cricket, we must come up   the hard way.   
We must do it very well in these three 
games. 

Then I come to swimming. What a tre-
mendous man Mihir Sen is! Mihir Sen has 
swum the seas of the world. Unfortunately 
he went into politics. 1 wish he had stuck 
on to swimming. I know him well Persona-
lly. He swam the British Channel; he swam 
from India to Ceylon and what not? When 
we have swimming champions like him, 
why don't our boys and girls take first place 
in the world of swimming championships? 
What is the use of all these swimming 
pools? Close them up! They are available 
only to the sons and daughters of the rich. 
They are never available to the poor for 
poor people. How many swimming pools 
are there. In Bombay or elsewhere they 
cannot enter the big clubs. Only the 
children of big me n rich men, can enter 
such clubs. This does not happen in the 
USSR. There you don't have any big man 
or rich man. Our boys and girls should take 
the lead in swimming also. 

Then take the question of chess. It was 
started in our own country. When I went to 
Russia I saw small boys playing chess. I 
bought an vory set for the son of journalist 
but I could not send it. Games start here 
but other countries become the champions. 
They later developed chess in China. 
Chess goes finally from here to America 
via China and they become the champions. 
We are nowhere in the picture 

i want to pay a tribute to the Defence 
Forces tqams and the Railway  teams which 
are encouraging Sportsmen   in every way. 
The Defence Servicesmen have got a very 
hard life.   They train them up the hard   way 
and   they build up people the hard way. It is 
a very hard life for men, this military life.   
Yet they have built up good teams in hockey, 
cricket, swimming, athletics and in so many 
other fields. Sir, we must take care of the poor 
boys who come up. Here I must pay a tribute 
to the Defence Services for the way    j their 
experts train people.   Last week on my way 
to the Airport with other MPs to welcome the  
Polish  MPs.   We saw men running from the 
Defence Sections,  with supervisors  on jeeps  
with loud speakers and red flags on the road 
to the Airport. They experiment well indeed.    
Now, Sir 

once when I saw the picture of a boy on 
the front page of my magazine—The 
Forum, I asked the writer, "Who is he?" 
He said, "He, Lavy going to come up. He 
is a kind of waiter in a hotel". And Lavy 
Pinto later on became one of the foremost 
runners, though he did not take the first 
place in a word competition. That is how 
we have to do it taking poor people from 
hotels, or any other spot. 

Now about certain suggestions which I 
would like to make.   1 want to make a sug-
gestion about the Sports Council of India. As 
I told you, I participated in the Lok Sabha   
debate.   Dr.   Shrimali   had   never carried 
out his promise,   and that reminds me of one 
thing.   You will forgive me for saying this.   
My wife made a speech in this House years 
ago on cinema and Dr. Keskar then Minister 
of Information got up, went to her and said : 
"You should become a member of the 
Central Board o\' Film Censor".   My wife 
replied "No, that was not my intention.   I 
only spoke on the subject as a Member of the 
House".   But Keskar insisted and she 
became a Member of the Central Film Board.   
That reminds me about Dr. Keskar.   Those 
who had been under    ground and  had 
suffered in jail, they understand things well. 
Dr. Shrimali came and made a promise 
which I never asked for.   But never carried 
out his promise.   That is how people 
remember their promise which they make.   
As regards my suggestions,   the  Indian   
National  Sports Council went to sleep for a 
few years.     I was wondering, our good 
honourable Minister, popular Minister, of 
Parliamentary Affairs, Shri Mehta, tried to 
put me on the Council. 1 said I would like to 
go there.   The Council went to sleep for two 
or three or four years. Then why have this 
type of Councils which do not function.     
This Sports   Council is really a big body 
dominated by the  Government.   Then it 
must have big powers.   Our Constitution is a 
federal Constitution.   We cannot kick the 
States.   As a member of the NCC, the State 
Governments did not play their part well 
towards the amounts spent for NCC Camps.   
The   States were not so well interested I   Ot 
herwise the NCC should have  come  up   
well  indeed.   The  States would not be 
willing to give enough money. So I do not 
want the Sports Council also to suffer in the 
same way from the States The Sports Council 
should be a very effective 



body. The Sports Council, whatever the 
States' contribution, must carry on with its 
work. We have got a new Minister, a 
popular Minister and 1 hops he will see to 
it that the Sports Council picks up 
competent men and women... 

THE   VICE-CHAIRMAN   (SHRI S. S. 
MARISWAMY) : Mr. Alva, you have a!-   i 
ready taken 15 minutes. 

SHRI JOACHIM ALVA : I am just 
finishing. I only wanted twenty minutes. I 
am earning to an end. 

Then you want to pick up young ladies 
nice looking girls, and you see how they are I 
treated. Then see the beauty competitions. 
They want to get beauty prizes in beauty 
competitions. These are all Western types of 
things. Why should our girls stand for a 
beauty competition ? Why ? It is-only there 
in America and Europe. Why should 
our girls become semi-naked and stand 
for beauty competitions ?. I have seen all 
kinds of dirty books at shops in New York 
outside the church near UN ___  

SHRI KOTA PUNNAIAH (Andhra 
Pradesh) : In front of the church ? 

SHRI JOACHIM ALVA : No, no, not far 
from the church. I never read them, I never 
enjoy them. I want to tell you this frankly. The 
Italian Jesuits who taught us in Mangalore 
fifty years ago stopped any objectionable book 
especially on sex getting into our hands. Thus 
we were protected against sexy stuff. These 
kinds of books you do not have in communist 
countries. Why do you have such a beauty 
competition ? Why do you have such pictures 
of some big man putting a crown on the head 
of a girl? I know an Indian girl who won the 
first beauty competition abroad. I do not want 
to give her name. I knew her and her mother. 
I met her mother. Her mother said : "Oh! the 
world says my daughter is good looking". She 
got the first prize in the world beauty 
competition. She deserted first legal marriage. 
She left her Indian husband with children and 
went away with a German. Another girl, left 
her medical studies here, deserted the young 
man she was engaged j after she got the first 
prize in beauty abroad, j Why go in for a 
world beauty competition ? We should become 
first class hockey players. Why do we want 
beauty competitions ? 1059RSS-72— 7 

No, the Government must take a strong hand 
and the Government must put the right type 
of men, make right typ; of norgi-nations, and 
not make all sorts of nominations for sports 
organisations. What then about Raja 
Babndra Singh? He should have been thrown 
out. Five years back in the Lok Sab!ia 
Id;;rmd; 1 that Raja Balendra Singh should 
b; out. He was the brother of the Maharaja of 
Paiiala aid insisted on being kept. We cannot 
excuse him. Then about doctors at the 
Olympics. What was their duty? They have 
to do their job. You don't put all types of 
luffrawallahs on the Council. The whole 
thing will become a farce. 

Then our Govarnment must introduce 
proper legislative measures. How you do it ? 
I do not know. You will have to find out a 
way by which you will introduce legislative 
measures by which you can take control of 
sports everywhere so that sports will go in a 
big way, so that sports come up in a big way, 
in big centres, alloverthe country. Very p oor 
but capable boys and girls who have have not 
enough money must bs picked up and put on 
the job. It should not be difficult to pick up 
rose flowers from the gardens. Then you must 
build big sports bodies and every girl and boy 
thus picked up should be given scholarships 
and prizes. That is the way to make our 
country very big and great in the fields of 
sports. 

I do not think I am going to say anything 
more. All that I wanted to say, I have spoken 
in these 20 minutes. We have a very sad 
position in the world of sports. In Tennis we 
are nowhere. We are even sending men of 30 
and 40 to represent our country. How can they 
wield the stick or the bat and become 
champions ? That is not the way. You have to 
build up our team with boys and girls of 7, 10, 
13 and so on. You have to give them intensive 
training so that they will grow up into big, 
strong tiees which can stand up against any 
kind of wind. In cricket, because of men like 
Vijaya Merchant and Wadekar and a few 
others we are just turning the corner. In 
hockey we have lost our first position. I told 
you about the reception held in Bombay in 
1927 in honour of our hockey Team that 
brought honour to us. The late Shri Jaipal 
Singh was one of the players. He was the 
Chairman of Lok Sabha discussion when I 
spoke on that occasion    about   fast    
bowlers.   We had 
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[Shri Joachim Alva] captured the first 
position even then-20 years and 30 years ago.   
In swimming also the same story.     We have 
to pick up the right   j type of young boys and 
girls.   Only when    | our bodies and minds 
are strong laden with   j a sense of patriotism, 
we can  deliver the goods and make our 
country really great in the world of spoils. 

SHRI LOKANATH MISRA   (Orissa) : I 
am thankful to Shri Joachim Alva for two 
reasons.   One is that  he gave an opportunity 
to us   to discuss   about  the   World 
Olympics.   Secondly,   he could   introduc 
himself to   this  House  and   through this 
House to the country that he is one of our old 
sportsmen who has been neglected so long.    
I   really did not know that Shri Joachim 
Alva was a sportsman of such great ! 
importance.   When he quoted something, I 
thought he was quoting from some authority. 
Then I knew that he was quoting himself.   | 
When he quoted himself, I took it that he 
was an authority on the subject. 

When he was discussing   about sports it 
seems he was allergic to some names,   , 
whether it was Maharaja of Patiala, Vijay 
Merchant or somebody else.   I am not a 
sportsman myself. 

AN HON.  MEMBER   :   You  an-     an 
artist. 

SHRI LOKANATH MISRA : I belong to 
a different field.   I must let the   House 
know my disability in the matter.     But 1 
hear different names and that is how I picked 
up the names of Shri Wadekar, Shri   ' Vijay 
Merchant, etc. I have picked up only their 
names.   I am not conversant  either with 
sports or games or Sports Council. I have 
nothing to do with them. Since Shri Joachim 
Alva has been ignored and neglected by his 
predecessors who were in charge of sports, I 
would request Prof.   Nurul Hasan   | to do 
justice to him and remove all the in-   I 
justice done to him earlier on. 

Shri Alva was extremely eloquent about 
some of the people who have already got 
into the field and have taken the leadership 
in the field of sports in India. Unfortunately 
the economic conditions in India do not 
permit the 'Poorer sections of the society to I 
take to games and sports. All the energy and 
time of our young boys and girls are 

used up by the necessities of life and in run-
ning for their families and going to and 
coming from schools. In a village a child has 
to walk two miles to reach a school and in the   
afternoon he has to come back again by 
walking. Where is the time and energy for 
him to take part in sports or games? Shri    
Alva is    progressive.   He was   talking  
about   Vijay   Merchant and Maharaja of 
Patiala. They belong to the aristocratic   
society.     They   have   taken the lead.   1 
agree they  should not. He says that they 
should not have taken the lead. But 
somebody has to take a   lead in India, if 
India has to be projected. I do not like them 
to take the lead,   I myself would like the 
poor men, the poorest of the poor, in the 
country to come up. But, have you provided, 
with all your garibi hatao and other things, to 
those people the necessary wherewithals?   
Talking   -highly and loudly about the poorest 
of the poor here in this House does not cut 
any ice.   You should  provide  them  with 
opportunities. Have you provided them with 
opportunities ? If you had provided proper 
opportunities you would have probably been 
able   to produce numerous sportsmen  who 
could have done a greater service to the 
country even in the field of international 
sports. Where are they?   You have only a 
limited number of them who have been doing 
on their own, running on their own and riding 
on their own. The Government has not been 
able to do much. It is because of the 
economic condition of the country now. How 
many can they spoon-feed  for international 
sports or for Olympic purposes? 

Sir, Mr. Alva is against Western ideas. 
The idea of Olympics is also a Western one. 
Getting together in Brussels or in Munich or 
in Japan or in China is also a Western idea. 
Is this not a Western idea also equally? If 
you are against Western ideas, teach our 
boys to play our indigenous games. Do not 
go after foot-ball; do net go after the games 
which belong to the other countries; and do 
not go after the games which are the national 
games of other countries if you cannot 
introduce new games into this country. 

SHRI JOACHIM ALVA  :    1    have 
mentioned about beauty competitions. 

SHRI   LOKANATH   MISRA   :   It   is 
probably bad, as bad as anything else. 



 

SHRI JOACHIM ALVA : I cannot help 
if these are msant for the Maharajas. 

SHRI LOKANATH MISRA : I am not 
holding any Maharaja as the leader in this. I 
want India's image to be projected abroad. 
Have you projected it? Whatever Mr. Joachim 
Alva might have done in his youth he has not 
been able to Project the image of India abroad 
as a sportsman. That I must say. Therefore, 
Sir, we have J to have some people who 
project our image. 

SHRI JOACHIM ALVA : Why don't 
you speak on the subject? Why do you 
worry about Alva? 

SHRI LOKANATH MISRA ; I am 
speaking on the subject itself, and I am 
very much on the subject. 

Sir, I would like to say that if at all any 
purpose is going to be served by the money 
spent on the Sports Council now in the field 
of sports, it should be granted and it should be 
seen that it is spent for the poor,   the poorer 
section of the society.   I consider it a 
complete waste if no purpose is being served.   
We are not doing our very best in this matter.   
I say this because we cannot throw it open to 
everybody. The poorer sections, as I said 
earlier, cannot participate in the games and it 
is only restricted to the higher-ups, to the 
people who can afford to spend some time in 
that luxury of sports. So, Sir, until the 
economic condition  of   the country is 
improved, let those people who can afford 
that luxury do whatever they  do and if they 
can spend, let them spend and let them spend 
from their own pocket and do merrymaking 
and project India's image as far as they can.   
To take away the money from the poorer 
sections of the    society which could be spent 
on them and then spend it on this luxury is not 
somehow ! compatible with the ideas of 
garibi   hatao. Sir, during the Munich 
Olympics, I am told,  our team failed 
miserably.   In the newspapers also I saw 
comments about it and there were also 
comments about wrong selection.   Since we   
cannot maintain our coaches, I am told, many 
of our coaches are going away on assignments 
from foreign countries.   Sir, I am told that 
one of our best hockey   coaches—it may not 
be Mr. Gian Chan i and I do not know about 
him- 

has been appointed in Kenya. When people 
are so much worried above, so much 
exercised, over the brain-drain in this 
country, if they have any feeling for sports, 
they must also equally be exercised over this. 

SHRI N.G. GORAY (Maharashtra) : Over 
this 'muscle drain'? 

SHRI   B.T.   KEMPARAJ   (Mysore)   : 
How can you know his name ? 

SHRI LOKANATH MISRA : But it is a 
fact that some of our coaches are going away 
because we cannot pay them amply. It can be 
one of the reasons why our boys are not 
getting proper training. This halfhearted 
approach towards sports would not pay 
probably the desired dividends. 

Then, I am told that after the dastardly 
murder in Munich, our team also did not 
participate in the memorial services. They 
were afraid, probably under instructions from 
the Government of India, to participate in the 
memorial services, condolence memorial   
services.. 

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION, 
SOCIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE (Prof. 
S. Nurul Hasan) : I beg to clarify this point. 
Apparently, the information that was given to 
the hon. Member is not correct. India was 
represented at the memorial service by my 
colleague, the Minister in the Ministry of 
Home Affairs, Shri Ram Nivvas Mirdha, by 
the leader of the official Indian delegation, 
my former colleague Shri Ramaswamy who 
is a Member of this House, by the Chief of the 
Mission, the Deputy Chief of the Mission and 
by the other official delegate, Shri Anand and 
a number of other people. 

SHRI LOKANATH MISRA : It is very 
nice of the hon. Minister to have clarified the 
position. Hut somewhere I had read in some 
newspapers that our team did not participate 
and a further comment was there that they 
wore playing hockey while memorial services 
were going on. I am thankful to the hon. 
Minister that he has clarified the position. I 
am happy about it. 

To wind up, I would again say that the hon.   
Minister in the Ministry of Educa- 
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[Shri Lokanath Mishra] 
tion and Social Welfare would do well if 
he introduces in our society, in our 
schools, indigenous games rather the ex-
pensive western games. I am against 
western games because our society is not 
in a position to afford it. Therefore, what 
can be afforded should be introduced. 
There are some games which do not need 
any kind of expenditure for the poorer 
sections of our society and the people 
living in rural areas. It would be better if 
schools and colleges are encouraged to 
introduce indigenous games. 

Thank you. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI S.S. 
MARISWAMY) :   Mr.   Goray. 

SHRI N.G. GORAY : Sir, I decided to 
participate in this debate because I thought 
that it was time that the Government of 
India decided once for all whether sports 
really deserve some encouragement from 
them officially, or so far as sports are con-
cerned they are going to adopt a sort of 
laissez-faire   policy. 

Sir, the Munich Olympic games will be 
remembered for a long time for two 
things. It was at Munich for the first time 
that the political feud between the Israelis 
and the Arabs was staged in a very 
heinous manner and many of the Israeli 
sportsmen were murdered in the Olympic 
games. The other thing that we shall have 
to remember is that it was at Munich that 
India was completely blasted out of sports, 
because we did not get anything out of it. 
Not a single gold medal. 

Sir, if you look at the history of the Indian 
participation right from 1900, when India 
first participated in the Olympics, we have 
got so far only seven gold medals. You can 
very well understand our position when you 
know that one of the American sportsmen 
carried 7 gold medals in the single meet at 
Olympic. He was a sportsman par 
excellence and his name was Mark Spitz. In 
a row he won 7 gold medals and it has taken 
us all these years to win 7 gold medals and 2 
silver medals and some bronze medals. Sir, 
why such a thing has happened? So far as 
the Olympics are concerned, a number of 
stories have appeared in the Press and these 
stories are really very deplorable. We are 
told that our wrestlers were comple-   I 

tely neglected so much so that our Ambas-
sador there, Shri Kewal Singh, who came to 
meet the wrestlers and who promised that 
they would be served with Indian food, 
never kept his promise and our wrestlers did 
not get any Indian food at all. 

Sir, there were other stories that outsiders 
were allowed to stay in the village. I do not 
know how far it is true that even during the 
march past, there were outsiders who 
participated in the march past. Then there is 
the story that the space that was given to us 
was so overcrowded that more than one 
person used to sleep in the same bed. One of 
the foreign correspondents asked the Indians 
whether the Indians were given to homo-
sexuality so that two people are sleeping in 
one bed. All these are newspaper stories and 
I do not know how far they are correct. 

PROF. S. NURUL    HASAN  : I have 
already ventured to clarify the position in 
answers to question and I would request the 
hon. Member to have a look at these answers 
because I do not want to take the time of the 
House in giving a full detailed account of 
these things which I have already stated in 
the House. 

SHRI N.G. GORAY : There arc reports 
like that. Two doctors were there. They never 
attended to their duties. As I said just now, 
there are reports that the wrestlers were 
neglected. There are reports that other 
persons who had nothing to do, used to stay 
in the Olympic village. All these reports have 
appeared and I have listened very carefully to 
what the Minister said the other day. I do not 
think he contradicted all the reports. He did 
contradict some of these reports. Perhaps 
when he makes a reply, he shall contradict 
other reports also. We shall be very glad. I 
am not very much concerned with that. What 
I feel is that the whole thing was a typical 
Indian scenerio, everything going amiss, 
mismanagement, people not knowing where 
they will stay, people not knowing what they 
were expected to do. All these things were 
there. I would beg the Government to see to 
it that when next time we participate in the 
Olympics, let us not have this show again. 
Either we go there to win or we do not send 
our teams at all because we have been 
sending   our   teams    right    from     1900. 
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Every 4 years, some of our boys go there. 
They participate and all that we get out of it 
is that we are disrespected. People think that 
the Indians do not know how to play sports. 
People think that this country of 55 crores 
cannot produce a single sportsman who can 
win a gold medal. Sir, it is a very sad state of 
affairs as the Prime Minister herself 
remarked when she was asked about her 
reaction to what had happened in the 
Olympics. She said that it was a very sad 
story. 

Now, having said that, 1 want that the 
Government should not stop there. It is 
certainly a very sad story, a very ignoble 
story. It is sometihing that must be mended 
and must be mended immediately. 
Therefore, Sir, I think that if this House 
discusses this thing, then some way will be 
found out by which we can put the sports in 
a proper shape. 

Now, the main question that I wanted to 
raise here was : Do we really think that 
sports have a place in our life ? I for one 
think that sports must be given a very high 
place so far as our social life is concerned. 
Therefore, I would like the Minister to assure 
this House that this story of Olympics which 
is a typically symbolic story of the state of 
affairs in this country will not be repeated 
again, that the Government will take an active 
interest in it and the Government will appoint 
some devoted people to look after these 
games and they will see to it that the 
standard of sports is not only maintained but 
also raised. The story is that we are losing 
the standard. 

The only game in which we excelled was 
hockey. Year after year since Amsterdam we 
have been winning the gold medals in 
Hockey and now we have lost that too. 
Why? Again, newspaper reports say, because 
we had no reliable centre-forward. We had 
nobody who could take advantage of the 
short corners. We had nobody else who 
could really mould the team into a team. Now 
will the Government take care to see that a 
proper person is appointed? I do not know 
anything about Mr. Ashwini Kumar. All that 
I know of him is he is a police officer and he 
has been there for a long time. Why should 
the chairmanship of that particular body be 
made into a sort of permanent  assignment  
so  far  as   Mr. 

Ashwini Kumar is concerned? If you think 
that he cannot deliver the goods you can ask 
him to quit. There are any number of people 
in this country who would be very glad to 
serve and I think if a proper search is made it 
will not be impossible for you to find a man 
who is really devoted to sports.   That is what 
is necessary. 

So many people here mentioned that the poor 
people in this country do not find a place.   I 
know, the poor people in    this country play 
their own games.   They do not,  perhaps,     
play    hockey  or  football but   they   do   
play   kabaddi,   kho-kho and other games, 
and they take to wrestling. The point now is 
whether we should send out our people to 
scout for talent —and if we really scout for 
talent it will be possible for us to pick up 
people right from the streets, from the mill 
areas where the boys play on  the  open  
streets.   You  can   pick  up such boys, train 
them and then   send  them to Olympics if 
they really make their grade. I  make this 
suggestion with     confidence because I have 
heard that one of the gold medallists in the 
Olympics was a shepherd boy from Kenya or   
Uganda.   And it was he who, in a cross-
country race—or Olympic race—had 
outshone everybody else, because he was 
given the proper   training.    These sports   
are   becoming   highly   competitive. It is not 
as if 1 can practise for a few months and go 
and win a gold medal.   It is not possible.    
All    the   scientific   gadgets   are brought 
into use   to test your  strength, to test your 
heart, to test your brain, to test your muscles, 
and everything is brought to bear  on  this  
particular  thing    that  the sportsman is   
trained in the right manner so that he will 
win. That is why the U.S.A. has been on the 
top.   Of course, now it is the U.S.S.R. which 
has topped the list. How many gold medals! 
It was as if they were collecting the gold 
medals with both the hands.    As I told you, 
a single sportsman   has   collected   seven   
gold   medals. Small   countries   like   
Denmark,   Kenya, Uganda with only a 
population of about a crore are getting gold 
and silver medals and a country of about 
sixty crores is getting, none. It is a very sad 
state of affairs. Therefore, I would ask the 
Minister whether he has really given some 
thought to it. 

I was surprised to know that in a city like 
Delhi, the university colleges have no 
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[Shri N. N. Goray] playgrounds. And I am 
quite sure that in the whole of India it would 
be any number of colleges without any 
playgrounds at all. Then how do you create 
new talent? How is it possible to train and 
coach our sportsmen? Therefore, it is very 
necessary that we make sports part of our 
life. We should look upon sports as part of 
our life- It must become part of every 
citizen's life, male or female. Sports must be 
looked at from that angle. 

I would like to draw attention to the fact 
that you go through the successive Five Year 
Plans and see if there is any mention of the 
sports that India would like to develop. Take 
any plan. There is no mention whatsoever. 
In the new Plan, I am afraid, they are not 
going to set apart any sum for development 
of sports because they think the sports is 
something that is not important at all. I 
perfectly agree with Mr. Alva when he said 
that strong minds dwell in strong bodies. 
That is quite true. We must have healthy 
young men and women and that is not 
possible unless you make it possible for them 
to participate in the games. It is not only the 
question of participating in the games, it is a 
question of giving them proper training and 
coaching. We must spend some money on it. 
A few crores of rupees here and there will 
not make any difference. We are spending 
huge amounts. Only today you heard that 
Rs. 20 crores were set apart for dry farming 
and during these years they have not been 
able to spend even Rs. 5 crores. This is what 
the performance is. If Rs. 10 crores or Rs. 20 
crores were set apart during the next Plan, I 
am quite sure, you will not incur more than 
an expenditure of Rs. 5 crores or so, but then 
that will go a long way and, therefore, in 
conclusion I would ask you whether the 
Government is really serious. 

Mr. Alva referred to chess, as originally 
an Indian game. What is happening Russia 
was the ace so far as the chess world was 
concerned. Now, Bobby Fischer, a young 
boy comes up from America, concentrating 
on chess for the last 10 or 15 years humbles 
down the tallest chess player in the world. 
Look at the encouragement that he has been 
given. Look at the concentration that he has 
brought to bear on the sport and look at the 
result. The result will be surely good, if 
proper coaching is there, 

proper concentration is there I would, 
therefore, request the Government to look, at 
the sports very seriously, as seriously as they 
look at education. I do not separate sports 
and education and sports and education must 
go together. If our boys have more sports, 
more playgrounds, more football teams, 
perhaps the trouble that has overtaken the 
Delhi University might not have been there- 
These boys have nothing to do after their 
college hours are over- They concentrate on 
cinemas, look at the girls, watch them going 
here and there and pass some ugly remarks. 
Or, they would go hijacking buses, burning 
them because the idle man, the youngman, 
wanting to do something, has nothing to do 
excepting that. Therefore, when the Minister 
for Education is giving a serious thought to 
recasting the entire educational system, let 
him try to understand this that sports should 
have a prominent place in the reorganisation 
of education in this country. It is from that 
that you will get the Olympic winners. It is 
from that that the prestige of India will be 
increased. Therefore, Sir, I say that the next 
four years are at your disposal. When you 
decide to send the next team to the next 
Olympics-let it be sent with this 
determination that we shall win at least five 
gold medals. We may not have anything less 
than that. Let us make our choice. Hockey 
can be the first, wrestling second and in this 
way concentrate atleast on five games and 
let us try to break the world records and let 
us try to win the maximum number of gold 
medals. I hope there may be no disap-
pointment at the end of the four  years. 

PROF. RASHEEDUDDIN KHAN 
(Nominated) : Sir, I had lent my name for 
today's discussion essentially to buy my 
Peace with Mr Joachim Alva. I was not sure 
that I would be called upon to speak. But 
having been called upon to speak and 
participate in the debate, I will take 
sometime of the House in trying to mention 
certain larger problems involved in the 
promotion of sports this afternoon. 

I will start at the point where my friend, 
Mr. Goray has left. In the larger process of 
the re-organisation of national education 
which is on, it is essential to evaluate the 
role of sports and games and indeed, the 
entire range of what can be called physical 
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culture, as part of the development of na-
tional education. I may mention four or five 
major objectives and problems of education 
that have to be tackled and which I am sure, 
the dynamic Education Minister, Prof. Nurul 
Hasan, is already doing. One is that we have 
to spread education in depth in different parts 
of the country, in order to bring the blessings 
of enlightenment to all the people in our 
land. Secondly, is the problem of the 
maintenance of standards, which should go 
on with the spread of education, which may 
be called the problems, of 'quality control'—
a problem which, unfortunately, has not 
attracted adequate attention even of the 
pedagogic experts Thirdly, there is the 
Problem of modernisation of the courses and 
syllabii and fourthly, there is the problem of 
the linkage of the educational experiment 
with the employment market and the 
manpower needs of the national developmsnt 
plans. Lastly, there is the problem of 
establishing some sort of balance between the 
teaching programme and what I have called 
the physical culture— the games and sports 
at the school and the college levels. It will be 
germane that we concentrate on this last 
point this afternoon. 

Sir, the importance of games and sports is 
not adequately reflected in the schools and 
colleges, as was very eloquently pointed out 
by both Mr. Goray and Mr. Joachim Alva 
The funds are inadequate, the coaching 
facilities are inadequate, the sports fields and 
the gymnasiums are inadequate, and above 
all, the attitude of those who are conducting 
education towards sports is inadequate. It is 
reflective of a dichotomy. As we say in 
Urdu, there are certain people who indulge 
in khelkood and others who indulge in sober 
activities of building up a healthy 
personality. Here I am particularly reminded 
of the tremendous importance which the 
Greek civilisation had given to the 
promotion of the ideal of'a healthy soul in a 
healthy body'. The School of Hellas had 
become the custodian of worthy and 
humanist culture, largely because it was able 
to fuse the concept of Athenian Academy 
with Spartan, Gymnasium. This is reflected 
very adequately in the book which the world 
would never let die, 'The Republic' of Plato, 
because Plato utilising the dialectics of 
Socrates smphasised that it is inconceivable 

to imagine a civilised and moral personality 
unless he has an equipoised body and mind. 
The whole dialogue of Book IV and Book V 
of the Republic of Plato emphasises how a 
good mind is an extension of a healthy 
physique and how a healthy physique is 
nothing but the physical extension of the 
symmetry of th; mind . 

SHRI JOACHIM ALVA : He has made a 
very valuable point. In Sparta which was the 
most emergent power of the Greeks the 
mothers used to throw the children down 
the river if they were not strong enough, 

SHRI N.G. GORAY : We do not want to 
imitate that, Sir. We would rather not 
produce children, but we will not do that. 

PROF.    RASHEEDUDDIN    KHAN   : 
With the corrective which my friend, Mr. 
Alva has provided, I am sure, he agrees with 
the basic point that I am trying to make. 
Whether historical allusions are valid or not, 
the point that I am making is that we cannot 
have a good national education without 
adequate  emphasis   on     physical   culture. 

The other day, I was looking through a 
very valuable paper submitted for the 
consideration of the Central Advisory Bo d 
of Education in which the Education Ministry 
has asked for a financial investment of Rs. 
3200 crores for the Fifth Plan period, 1974-
1979. Out of it the amount they propose to 
spend on games and sports is Rs. 10 crores, 
that is Rs. 2 crores per annum which works 
out to -003 per cent of the total budgetary 
allocation on education. If at all budgetary 
allocation is any index of the emphasis one 
gives to a particular activity, then I need not 
make any-further comment on this. I would 
particularly say that while aspects like Ashram 
education, like the development cf cultural 
activities have been mentioned, 1 think 
among the least items of the budget are 
sports and games. And this is not surprising 
because for years, for the last 25 years, we 
have never been able to build this side of 
education. Therefore, I agree with my learned 
and enlightened friend, Mr. Goray, who has a 
rare vision of a politician, who said that since 
sports and games have never been developed, 
therefore, much of the energy of the youth is 
channelised into activities 
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[Pi-of. Rashecduddin Khan.] 
which are nihilistic and destructive of na-
tional wealth. I am sure if sports and games 
activity are available to the increasing num-
ber of children who are coming up in Indian 
schools and colleges, probably they can get 
better ways of channelising their energies. 

I will also suggest that sports as part of life, 
as my friend Mr. Goray, has pointed out, is 
also essential because sports is an index of 
development. It is very clear that those 
countries which have reached a certain level 
of development are the countries which have 
also shown that their youth are able to win 
prizes in games and sports, as for example, 
the Soviet Union, the entire range of the 
socialist countries, the two Germanys, not to 
speak of the United States of America. I will 
say that the debacle in the Olympics at 
Munich should be viewed as a debacle of the 
lack of emphasis on sports and games in this 
country for the last 25 years. It should be 
viewed as a starting point for the re-
structuring of the entire courses of study with 
a happy fusion between intellectual and 
physical culture. 

Sir, as a new convert to Yoga, I would 
suggest to the Minister of Education that he 
may examine the possibility of making some 
sort of Yoga exercises and postures an 
additional course available for those who 
would like to build their physique. Now that 
the support of the Western world has come 
even for Yoga, probably it will not be 
difficult sentimentally for my compatriot to 
accept that yoga is not merely an obscurantist 
extension to physical life of a thought which 
is obsolet. On the other hand, the physical 
side of yoga is as valid today as it was 
before. 

Sir, another thing I would like to suggest 
is that let us not consider sports and games 
as an extra appendage to the courses of 
study which have to be built into the cur-
riculum. At the moment I remember what 
Ivan Illich has written. This famous educa-
tional iconoclast, who is presently in India, 
has written two provocative books: the 
"Deschooling Society" and the "Retooling 
Society". He has been emphasising that the 
institutionalisation of the school system is 
bad because that has narrowed the vision of 
man. In order to expand the vision of man 
we have to look into the entire structure of 
education as an integral whole.   I would 

like to add another dimension to what Ivan 
Illich has written by saying that the extension 
of physical culture is also an ennobling 
activity for the building up of national educa-
tion system. 

4. p. M. 
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SHRI ABU ABRAHAM (Nominated) : 
Mr. Vice-Chairrnan, Sir, sports in this coun-
try have been in a bad shape for such a long 
time that no one would have been surprised 
at the' very poor performance of our 
sportsmen at the Olympics. Yet, Sir, the 
national pride of everyone was hurt and so, 
along with the other national misfortunes 
like the draoughts, cyclones and high prices, 
the Olympic event has also contributed to the 
low morale of the country over the last few 
months. 

Sir, Indian sports very largely reflect, to my 
mind, some of the major evils of our society. 
Ours is a class-ridden society and this shows 
itself in sports too. The other speakes before 
me have already commented on this aspect. 
Most of our sportsmen come from the middle-
class. The other classes < down below get 
neither the opportunity nor the means. For 
instance, there are our tribals amongst whom 
perhaps there are people who are capabe of 
running a mile in 3+ minutes. But we never see 
them or include them so that when we choose 
any spoits team, we really only « have a very 
tiny proportion of our population to draw from. 
Sir, the success of a socialist country in the 
field of sports is mostly the success of numbers 
and organisation. They take on thousands of 
young people, they are able to provide intensive 
coaching and spend a great deal of money on 
this activity. 

Then again, Sir, our sports often reflect the 
way in which life in this country is dominated 
by officialdom. From all accounts, in 
Munich, our sports officials seem to have 
behaved disgracefully and they seem to have 
acted as if they were the stars of the occasion 
and not the sportsmen. Only last Sunday, 
Sir, there was an article in "The Hindustran 
Times", a very lengthy and interesting 
article, on the subject, 'The Withering Spirit 
of Indian Sports", written by an Indian living 
in the United 
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States who has witnessed both   the 1968 and 
1972 Olympics.  Now, Sir, this is what he has 
to say about our officials who went   i with 
our contingent to the Olympic meet. I quote: 

"The behaviour of most of them is, in 
general,   atrocious   and     unsportsmanly. 
Unfortunately,   they   consider   the   per-
formers  nothing more     than    a wagon   
train    of   second    class    citizens.   Their   
attitude is  indifferent,   casual  and  often 
egotistic. Blinded by false notions they for-    
get   their  duty   towards   the   performers.   ' 
It not only hurts the performers emotionally   : 
but injures their capabilities." 

And the writer goes on to give specific 
examples of this kind of behaviour. There- | 
fore, it seems to me that we need a through ', 
reorganisation of our sports councils and 
associations at all levels. We should not 
allow bureaucrats to dominate this branch of 
our national life also. 

But, I think, even more important is to 
create a new national consciousness of sports 
and a new enthusiasm in sports and games. It 
is, I think, fair to say that most people in this 
country regard sports as a ! pastime or a fad 
for a certain minority. They themselves may 
take interest in the scores, but they don't 
bother to participate in games or sports. Our 
middle classes are a particularly indolent lot. 
Any physical activity is distasteful to the 
majority of them. They get all physical work 
done by other people. They have servants, 
cooks, peons by the dozen. If too many cooks 
spoil the broth, this is a case of too many 
peons spoiling their health. 

Why don't we start a national campaign to 
make our people sports-conscious? Why 
don't we have a special five-year plan for  
sports? We should give top priority to pro-  
viding playgrounds and sports fields for our 
schools, colleges, factories and public 
offices. Let every village have a football and 
hockey field. There is no lack of space in 
this country. The equipment required is not 
expensive. In any case, any money spent on 
sports is worthwhile because it is a question 
of improving the nation's health. 

Who knows, this may well be the answer 
to   our  population   problem   as  well.   If 

the parents are healthy, they may also be 
less prolific in reproduction. This has been 
shown in various scientific studies. So I 
would like to suggest a new slogan : Instead 
of saying Chhota parivar Sukhi parivar, let 
us say: 'Sporty parivar Sukhi parivar'. 

The development of sports will also create 
a whole new series of cottage industries. 
The manufacture of sports goods on a large 
scale will provide useful employment to a 
large number of pec pie. 

[MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the 
Chair] 

I would like the hon. Minister to pay 
some particular attention to the quality of 
sports goods manufactured now in India. 
For instance, the tennis balls, over which 
there is virtually a monopoly, are of very 
poor quality. 

Finally, I would like to make a request to 
all Members of Parliament to take some 
interest in sports even if some of us are 
beyond the stage of actively taking part. 

I am glad Mr. Alva has given this op-
portunity to us to discuss this subject. But 
then look at the house: We are now about 20 
people. An hour ago we were 25. We do not 
have even a quorum. I think we should take 
at least as much interest in sports as we do in 
Indian Airlines and Industrial licensing. I 
would also request the hon. Members to 
consider whether it will be a good idea to 
have a separate Ministry of Sports as many 
countries have. 1 was very glad to hear Mr. 
Varma supporting this idea. Mr. Goray has 
said that education and sports must go 
together. But I do not think it is fair to Dr. 
Nurul Hasan to give him this additional work 
when he has far too much work to do in 
education and  social   welfare. 

Thank you. 

SHRI M. RUTHNASWAMY (Tamil 
Nadu) : I would like to support the obser-
vations made by previous speakers, and I 
endorse every suggestion that the previous 
speakers made about the provision for 
sports, for playing fields, for coaches and for 
regular training. There is one aspect of 
sports and games which I should like to 
emphasize and that is the moral aspect o( 
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[Shri M. Ruthnaswany.] physical training. 
Success in games and sports as in other 
branches of life depends upon self-control 
and other moral training of those who take 
part in games and sports. That is realised by 
sportsmen and coaches all over the world. 1 
remember, Sir, that in Cambridge and 
Oxford, the boating team that was to 
compete in Henley was constantly under the 
watchful eye of the captain of the team. The 
team had to take their meals under the eye of 
the captain. They were so much regulated 
and everything was controlled. 1 remember 
also that when the English Test Cricket 
Team visited Madras some years ago, I heard 
that the Captain of the team had the whole 
team under his control. They lived in the 
same hotel and they drank and ate under his 
supervision. The movements of the team was 
under the control of the captain. On the other 
hand, I have heard stories about members of 
our cricket teams in England spending their 
weekends in Paris. It is no wonder that we 
lost so many test matches. 

Care also must be taken to cultivate the 
teams spirit among our sportsmen. For 
instance, in cricket we have very good in-
dividual batsmen and individual bowlers. 
But we fail completely on the fielding side 
because fielding requires team spirit, working 
for the team and not working for the 
individual. We have heard of matches being 
lost on account of so many catches being 
lost. 

Fielding as every other branch of the game 
should take as prominent a part as the other 
things. 

Care also must be taken to see that our 
Managers of teams are well chosen men for 
whom the members of the team have respect 
and those who are in charge of our sporting 
organisations should be men who are really 
interested in sports and not men who are just 
available because they have the leisure or 
the time or the money. So, all these things 
should be attended to if we are to make 
progress in sports. 

As has already been pointed out, this 
training in games must start at nursery stage 
and should continue at every stage, the 
primary school, secondary school, college 
and university. As Mr. Goray pointed out, 
training has become a very technical matter  
nowadays  and,  therefore,  coaches 

must be provided for every game in our 
colleges and universities. If we take these 
steps, especially towards the emphasizing of 
the moral aspect of physical training, I 
th ink  we will do better in the future than 
what we have done in the past. 
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MR.    DEPUTY    CHAIRMAN     : Mr. 
Appan, do you want to speak  ? 

SHRI G. A. APPAN (Tamil Nadu) : Sir, I 
only want to draw the attention of the House 
to a few facts that I know. Sometime back 
when Mr. M. R. Krishna was in charge of 
sports and games, there 

was a question on the floor of the House about 
the quality of tennis   balls.   I have also seen 
reports that the quality of the tennis balls 
supplied to our tennis teams is very very bad 
and also that there was some   difficulty   in 
importing good quality tennis balls into this 
country.    At that time itself I said on the floor 
of the House, as a  textile  man,  that   the  
techniques  and technology for  the manufacture 
of tennis balls are not very difficult.   In fact I 
have a sample which Mr. M. R. Krishna has 
given.   I dissected the sample as a textile man.   
The techniques are very very easy. The only 
thing is, we have to pay a very huge  amount   
for  importing  tennis   balls. The tennis balls 
that are produced in our country are not being 
made according to the specifications.   This is 
what I wanted to draw the attention   of the 
House to. If the hon.   Minister can  assure on 
the floor of this House that I could take the lead,   
I can take up the challenge  that I will be able to 
produce tennis   balls at a rate   cheaper   than    
the   imported   balls. What   our  tennis    
players    want  is   not cheap  tennis   balls   but   
tennis   balls    of good    quality.     What    is   
the    harm    ? What is the difficulty ?   1 want 
to know. 

People say there should be training in all 
games and sports. No doubt. Nothing can 
compare with training by qualified, 
technically competent and efficient people. 
Nobody can deny that. But it should not be 
as a regular fulltime proposition, eating away 
the funds as they do. I am now 60 years of 
age. Of course, as an elderly man, I would 
like to tell you as to what we used to do in 
those times. It was not like getting jobs of 
Directors, Deputy Directors and Assistant 
Directors of Sports on Rs. 500 or Rs. 600, 
but the people who were missionery minded 
used to develop this art. They used to take up 
this art on their shoulders and gave training 
as their mission. 

The quality of the sports goods that is 
produced in our country is also very very 
poor. I could certainly understand and 
support the views of our revered friends, Mr. 
Abraham and Prof. Ruthnaswamy, that the 
quality of the sports goods could be 
improved if it is developed on scientific 
lines. I visited Andamans last time. The Hon. 
Minister is here. He may be aware that we 
have very good timber there. 
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[Shri G. A. Appan.] 
very good wood. The forests there could be 
exploited and the wood utilized for the 
production  of the sports goods. 

There also, I was told, the sports and 
games were not developed and encouraged 
to the extent that they ought to have been. I 
entirely agree with Prof. Ruthnaswamy here 
that sports and games are the true 
instruments of character training, moral 
education in which our country needs a great 
deal, in which we have to invest a lot to do 
the fundamental ground-work. It will be 
good if strong and honest character is built 
up in our school-life, even up to the age of 
14 years of 10 year. Our country's efficiency 
and standard will be quite  different. 

Regarding hockey, cricket, tennis, bad-
minton, boating, football, basketball, net 
ball, ring ball etc., I have to say that in every 
field there should be competition from the 
block level, the taluka level, the district level 
and the national level. They should be 
encouraged and given some chances to tour 
other parts of the world. They can also make 
money as cinem people, drama people make 
money. There will be no difficulty. Many 
people are attracted by these games. This can 
be a very good income-earner. We can even 
earn foreign exchange if we can send our 
people to other parts of the world as our 
cinema troupes and cultural troupes are 
doing. 

May I add one more, point about the 
Scouts, the Guides and the Blue Birds ? I 
was a Group Scout Master and I was also in 
charge of the Blue Birds. I had my own 
assistants who are looking after this work. 
This scouting work is lacking, it has not 
improved or it has not got that amount of 
interest and impetus as it used to get in these 
good old days. I think, the hon. Minister will 
also see that the pays special attention   to   
this   aspect. 

Camping also is a very good foreign-
exchange earner. The Minister has said that 
he is going to encourage the camping sites 
and all those things. I wish that the camping 
sites should be undertaken but not with 
vested interest, not by people who are at the 
top level, but by people who have taken this 
as their mission. 

Let me conclude that the improvement of 
sports goods which will develop our industry 
and give more work for the common-man, 
may please be taken note of. 

 



225 Re need jor [6 DEC.  1972] of .sports        226 
Development 

 



227 Re need for [ RAJYA SABHA | .../ sports 228 
Development 

 

SHRI G.R. PATIL (Maharashtra) : Sir, I 
would like to say something. 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : Not now. 
You should have given your name. I allowed 
so many people. Minister. 

PROF. S. NURUL HASAN : Sir, first of 
all I should like to express my deep sense of 
gratitude to my distinguished colleage. Snri 
Alva, and to all the other colleagues who 
have rightfully drawn the attention of the 
country as well as this House and the 
Government to the importance of sports. I 
entirely agree with them that in this task of 
nation building sports and physical culture 
must play an extremely important role. The 
suggestions and the points that have been 
made out by hon'ble Members will be care-
fully considered by all of us and we will 
benefit from those suggestions and points. 

Sir. this is not a matter of controversy or 
party politics and, therefore, I can give this 
blank assurance to the House that I will 
respectfully go into each and every 
suggestion and do my best to implement as 
many of those suggestions as arc feasible. 
Therefore, if I do not refer to every poini and 
suggestion which has been made in the 
course of this debate it does not mean that 
the points have been missed. 

Sir. first of all 1 should like to dispose of 
one comparatively minor point. And this is 

willi regard to the complaints at Munich. Sir, 
on various occasions questions have been 
put to me by the hon'ble Members and I 
have tried to explain the entire situation 
more or less. The report which has been 
submitted by my former colleague. Shri 
Rarrtaswamy. and Shri Anand, who was the 
other official delegate on the whole question 
of Indian participation in the Munich Olym-
pics is available in the Library of the Parlia-
ment House and 1 would invite the hon'ble 
Members to see what the facts of the case 
are. I would not like to take your lime, Mr. 
Deputy Chairman, in attempting to deal with   
this   problem. 

There is one other point which needs to be 
briefly mentioned, and that is also the last 
point which hon'ble Shri Nawal Kishore 
raised. That is the nature of the responsibility 
of the Government of India in regard to the 
selection of the Munich Contingent that went 
to Munich. Sir, this selection has not been 
made by the Government of India. The whole 
Olympic, Mr. Deputy Chairman, is a private 
non-official movement. 1 am not saying this in 
order to shirk the responsibility because in all 
the submission 1 am going to make in a little 
while, you would see. Sir, that the Government 
is deeply conscious of its responsibility. But 
what 1 would like to stress is that the 
Government cannot easily be held responsible 
for what, after all, is by its very nature a non-
official movement. Olympic games are held 
under the Olympic Charter in which even the 
maximum period of officially organised 
coaching is prescribed and one cannot do that. 
There are several countries which do not 
follow the Olympic Charter in its letter and 
spirit. I do not blame them. I wish 1 could do 
the same. But as long as the Olympic Charter 
is there, it will have to be treated as a non-
official, private effort. But we are of the view 
that some regulatory measures must be taken 
because, after all, the financing has to be done 
by the Government of India. Therefore, this 
matter was considered by the All India Council 
of Sports, and the All India Council Iras made 
the recommendation that certain guidelines be 
fixed for each of the national sports federations 
before it becomes entitled to receive any 
assistance from public funds. And these arc: 
(a) that each Federation should hold regular 
elections of office-bearers and no person 
should i    hold office for more than one term: 
(b) uo 
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Person shall hold office in more than on 
Federation at a time; (c) each Federation 
shall appoint national coaches with the 
approval of the AH India Council of Sports; 
and (dj no financial assistance shall be given 
to a Federation which docs not hold national 
championships for juniors, and selection 
should be made from the grass-root level. I 
th ink .  Sir, that these recommendations 
which have been made by the All India  
Council of Sports are reasonable 
recommendations and they will go a long 
way in at least mitigating some of the 
unfortunate politics v. hich has gripped 
many of our national federations. 

SHRI MAN SINGH VARMA : Professor 
Saheb, politics starts from the elections. 
That is the tragedy. 

PROF. S. NURUL HASAN : However, 
we cannot take the view that we will not 
permit a national federation or a voluntary 
sports body to function in the country. That 
is a constitutional right. Even otherwise, in 
the field of sports voluntary effort should 
not be totally discouraged. The important 
thing, as I see it, is : What should be the role 
of the State in encouraging sports? Now. 
there are two broad aspects. They are inter-
related but nevertheless two distinct aspects. 
The first is to ensure the maximum 
participation of the young people, of the 
boys and girls, of the youth, in spoils and 
activities of physical culture. And the 
second is, the training of the talented among 
our people so thai they can distinguish 
themselves in the field of active sports. The 
distinction between the two should be 
clearly understood. Now. so far as the first 
matter is concerned, we are deeply 
conscious of our responsibility. In spite of 
the fact that the federal nature of our 
Constitution gives only a limited initiative lo 
the Union Government, r have no doubt that 
it will be possible for the Union 
Government to get ihe concurrence of the 
State Governments in evolving and 
implementing a mutually agreed national 
sports policy. But where the rub, 1 am 
afraid, is going to come is in the matter of 
finance. Here I would crave your indulgence 
to refer to some of the figures. In the present 
Plan. i.e. the Fourth Five-Year Plan, the 
total allocation in the Central sector is Rs. 3 
-79 crores. Out of this about Rs. 2 crores 
have been spent. The figure that was given 
to the hon'blc Member was not entirely 
accurate. And the big shortfall has been due 
lo the non-construction of the sports 

complex in Delhi for which a provision of 
Rs. 75 lakhs was made. I hope that before the 
end of the Fourth Plan period even this 
complex would have been constructed. Then, 
mj distinguished friend, the honourable the 
Prof. Rashecduddin Khan, has criticised rne 
very correctly and I have great pleasure in 
pleading guilty. That is about the figure of 
Rs. 10 crores in the Plan. The figure of Rs. 
10 crores in the Plan is the normal ml hoc 
figure. That is to say, you multiply the 
allocation in the existing Plan by so many 
limes and you get the amount for the Plan. 
But it was understood by us from the very 
beginning that that is not going lo be the 
final figure, because we had requested the 
All-India Council of Sports to draw up the 
detailed proposals for the Fifth Five-Year 
Plan. And the All-India Council's proposals 
have been made available to me only 
recently. And in the light of these I will try to 
go before the Planning Commission and try 
and see how much of ii we can get accepted. 
It will have to be first accepted by the 
Planning Commission and after that the final 
approval will depend on the National 
Development Council, because, after all. the 
principal responsibility for physical 
education as for all education, has to vest in 
the State Governments. The Central 
Government can assist, ihe Centra! Govern-
ment can provide coordination, and, occa-
sionally, ideas, suggestions, but it cannot be 
the implementing authority except in a few 
limited areas. However, ihe Central 
Government had discussed with the State 
Governments the proposal of setting up 
Nehru Yuvak Kendras. The idea of these 
kendras is to involve the youth in the age 
group 15-25 in meaningful activity in every 
district, in every mohalla of a district town, 
in every village, in every block. The activi-
ties to be undertaken by these kendras and 
the various clubs and branches of these 
kendras would be primarily three fold. That 
is to say, firstly, the question of the removal 
of illiteracy, adult education and continuing 
education; secondly, social service: and 
thirdly, not ;he last but perhaps the first with 
which we are going to start the whole thing, 
games and physical cultures. Our target is to 
involve the entire youth in sports activities. 
In addition to it, I entirely agree with my 
friend, Prof. Rashecduddin Khan, that the 
educational system has to be made 
responsible for sports and games. As Vie 
knows very well, for   socialist  countries   it 
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is a prescribed subject in the curriculum, 
and we are seriously contemplating bringing 
in some provisions for this. As this House 
knows, in perhaps another context, or per-
haps in not so fortunate context, there has 
been a controversy over the National Fitness 
Corps employees. But the Government of 
India, even though it will be paying the sala-
ries of the existing members of this Corps, 
has transferred their control so that they are 
available at the grass-roots level, at school 
or in these Nehru Yuvak Kendras, so that 
special facilities of coaching at the district 
level are available. 

5   P.M. 
Moreover, the other aspect to which I 

would like to draw your attention is the i 
importance which is being given to rural 
sports. The National Institute of Sports has 
started organising regularly the All India 
Rural Sports meet. This year efforts are being 
made to have inter-State competitions in 
Delhi, after the States have held inter-Block, 
and inter-district competitions and selected 
their teams on that basis. In these rural sports 
meets, sports of special interest to the rural 
folk have been given an important place, such 
as kabaddi, wrestling, kho-kho, etc. There are 
others like athletics, foot-ball and volley-ball, 
etc. 

Hon'ble Members might recall that re-
cently we held a youth rally of 5,000 youth 
in Delhi and similar rallies were held in the 
State capitals. 1 wonder if hon. Member 
Shri Man Singh Varma saw this rally. If he 
had cared to see that, he would agree that it 
was not merely music and dance, but the 
main emphasis in this rally was on physical 
culture and demonstration as to how to do 
on a massive scale fairly complicated 
physical exercises. I would like to take this 
opportunity to express publicly my thanks 
to the Defence authorities for the great help 
and co-operation which they gave to my 
Ministry in organising scientifically worked 
out exercises. 1 am very grateful not only to 
the officers and the people of my own 
Ministry, but also to the Delhi Ad-
ministration who took up this new idea and 
were able to put it into practice in a very 
short time. With the experience that we 
have gathered, I am now feeling very 
hopeful that it will be possible for us to take 
this to the villages to ensure that every year 
these competitions and these rallies are held 
at 

the block level and district level and that 
every four years at the State levels and inter-
district level and every five years an All India 
Rally can be held in Delhi. I was hoping that 
we could start with the All India Rally in 
Delhi, but unfortunately the drought in the 
country made it necessary for us to economise 
on expenditure. 

Then, Sir, it is again rightly pointed out that 
among our rural folk there are any number of 
people who are talented. They have to be 
drawn into sports as well as competitive 
sports. There are any number of our tribal 
people who are skilled in various aspects of 
athletic sports, for example, running, long-
distance running, swimming etc. People from 
Calicut or Bengal have grown with river and 
sea and for them swimming is not something 
which they learn. Swimming is something 
with which they grow up. There are people in 
the hill areas whose stamina and agility to 
walk or run are really remarkable. These are 
our people who have a great deal of potential 
talents. It is necessary that these talents should 
be spotted at an early stage, say between the 
ages of 8 and 12 years. We should try our best 
to establish five sports schools, one in each of 
the five regions of the country where these 
talented children will be given special training 
in sports as well as general education. They 
will be given proper diet. T entirely agree with 
my friend Prof. Rasheeduddin Khan, that 
Yogas will have to form a very important part 
of this training for the full development of the 
bodies of the children and, incidentally, if 
there is Yoga, we can cut down a lot of 
expenditure on extra food which seems to 
have become customary. 

Then, Sir, many honourable Members have 
referred to the need for a separate Sports 
Ministry. 1 will pass on the suggestion of the 
honourable Members to the Prime Minister 
because it is really the prerogative of the 
Prime Minister to decide as to which of our 
Ministers will hold charge of the particular 
subject. 

Sir, I have already stated that a Sports 
Talent Search Scholarship Scheme would be 
developed further in the universities, 
colleges, schools and also in ihe Nehru 
Yuvak Kendra as well as in the other special 
schools and thai we want to utilise it even to 
keep the children, talented children, wi.hin   
die   environment   in   which   they 
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can develop their talents best. For example, 
take the case of a tribal. If he is taken away 
from his environment, he may lose his special 
talent, but for such talented people coachin.;: 
will have to be taken to the areas where they 
have the capacity to develop. 

Then, Sir, coaching schemes have to bc 
strengthened. The National Institute of 
Sports and the one at Gwalior have been 
doing very good work and I am very pleased 
with the efforts that they have put in. But wc 
sviil have to give them greater facility and 
they will have to streamline their schemes so 
that it is possible to provide a number of 
coaches on a massive scale wihch the pro-
gramme I have just now indicated, needs. 

If I may come back to my main point, Sir, 
the main agency will have to be the States. 
We cannot, sitting in Delhi, take up such a 
programme over the heads of the States and, 
therefore, I hope it would be possible to 
establish State Sports Councils which will 
be die counter-parts to the All-India 
National Council of Sports and which will 
be given the neces ary political backing, 
administrative support and finances to carry 
on the work of reorganising the games. 

I have already referred to the indigenous 
games. The All-India Council has given 
special attention to the development of the 
indigenous games and sports. I would also 
like to refer briefly to the sports goods 
industry. I think that it is very important that 
we should plan out in the small-scale sector 
our sports goods industry. Now, Sir, a 
reference was made to tennis balls. 1,350 
dozens of tennis balls have been received by 
the National Institute of Sports and are being 
distributed through the States and their 
Associations. Another consignment of 850 
dozens of tennis balls is on its way. M/s 
india Rubber Manufacturers, Calcutta, have 
stopped production of balls. Some balls 
have been manufactured at Bangalore and 
Bombay. But the industry has been 
suffering from a shor tagc of raw material or 
it has been felt. But, Sir, the  

 have been given the 
licence and are expected to start production 
in 1974 after which there is no likelihood of 
any shortage of tennis balls. 

Sir, a reference was made to our export of 
our hockey coaches. These are the coaches 
which the Government of India  itself has 
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sent  to  friendly  countries  and  I  would 
not consider it to be a "brawn-drain' 

As regards swimming, Sir, the Govern-
ment of India has constructed a swimming 
pool in Delhi v hich is open to every citizen 
of Delhi. 

AN HON   MEMBER :   MPs 
PROF. S. NURUL HASAN : MPs have 

their own private swimming pool in  the 
Constitution  Club. 

Then, Sir, the Government h; sanctioned 
the Calcutta Swimming Pool Complex 
which would be open to all. Another 
condition is that it would attempt to give 
special training to talented swimmers and 
swimmers from the rural areas will be 
selected and given scholarships for study as 
well as for training. 

Sir, a reference was made to certain 
individuals. I do not think that it would be 
proper for me to make any reply to the 
question of individuals because, frankly 
speaking, I do not know whether any parti-
cular individual is to be held responsible for 
one thing or the other. But, Sir, I do feel that 
with the measures that have been 
recommended by the All-India Council of 
Sports, things would be very much better. 

Sir, 1 have already taken a great de the 
time of the House. Before I conclude, I 
would like to make this submission that this 
plan, which appears to us to be an extremely 
reasonable and an essential one, can only 
succeed if we ultimately are able to get the 
necessary allocation of funds. We have 
attempted to keep the cost as low as possible 
so that we are able to get the allocations 
from the Planning Commission as well as 
from the National Develop, merit Council. 

Sir, the views expressed by the honourable 
Members in this debate will, I am sure, 
strengthen the hands of those who want to 
give to the physical development of the 
youth of the country and all the sports and 
games of the country iheir rightful share. 
Thank you, Sir. 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : The House 
stands adjourned till 11-00 A.M. tomorrow. 

The House then adjourned at 
thirteen minutes past five of the 
clock litl eleven of the clock, on 
Thursday, the 7th December, 1972. 


